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Limitations of time and resources dictated that no more than two communities
be studied. Numerous other pairs might have been chosen. which doubtless
would have yielded comparable results.

The two communities studied here naturally vary in some degree with respect
to proportions of surrounding lands devoted to this or that crop, with respect
to age, to depth of water lift for irrigation, etec., as well as with respect to the
scale of the farm enterprises which surround them. Controls as perfect as are
possible in the chemist’s laboratory are not found in social organizations, Yet the
approximation to complete control achieved by selection of the communities
of Arvin and Dinuba is surprisingly high. Other factors, besides the difference
in scale of farming, which might have produced or contributed to the striking
contrasts of Arvin and Dinuba have been carefully examined. On this basis
the conclusion has been reached that the primary, and by all odds the factor
of greatest weight in producing the essential differences in these two communi-
ties, was the characteristic difference in the scale of farming—large or small—
upon which each was founded. There is every reason to believe that the results
obtained by this study are generally applicable wherever like economic condi-

tions prevail. :
SUMMARY OF FINDINGS

Certain conclusions are particularly significant to the small businessman, and
to an understanding of the importance of his place in a community. Not only
does the small farm itself constitute small business, but'it supports flourishing

small commercial business.
Analysis of the business conditions in the communities of Arvin and Dinuba

shows that— k
(1) The small farm community supported 62 separate business establish-

ments, to but 85 in the large-farm community ; a ratio in favor of the small-farm

community of nearly 2:1. ’

(2) The volume of retail trade in the small-farm community during the 12-
month period analyzed was $4,383,000 as against only $2,535,00 in the large-
farm community. Retail trade in the small-farm community was greater by
61 percent.

(3) The expenditure for household supplies and building equipment was over
three times as great in the small-farm community as it was in the large farm
community. :

The investigation disclosed other vast differences in the economic and social
life of the two communities, and affords strong support for the belief that small
farms provide the basis for a richer community life and a greater sum of -those
values for which America stands, than do industrialized farms of the usual
type. '

It was found that—

(4) The small farm supports in the local community a large number of people
per dollar volume of agricultural production than an area devoted to larger-
scale enterprises, a difference in its favor of about 20 percent.

(5) Notwithstanding their greater numbers, people in the small-farm com-
munity have a better average standard of living than those living in the com-
munity of large-scale farms. .

(6) Over one-half of the breadwinners in the small-farm community are inde-
pendently employed businessmen, persons in. white-collar employment, or.farm-
ers; in the large-farm community the proportion is less than one-fifth.

(7) Less than one-third of the breadwinners in the small-farm community
are agricultural wage laborers (characteristically landless, and with low and
insecure income) while the proportion of persons in this position reaches the
astonishing figure of nearly two-thirds of all persons gainfully employed in the
large-farm community.

(8) Physical facilities for community living—paved streets, sidewalks, gar-
bage disposal, sewage disposal, and other public services—are far greater in the
small-farm community ; indeed, in the industrial-farm community some of these
facilities are entirely wanting.

(9) Schools are more plentiful and offer broader services in the small-farm
community, which is provided with four elementary schools and one high school ;
the large-farm community has but a single elementary school.

(10) The small-farm community is provided with three parks for recreation;
the large-farm community has a single playground, loaned by a corporation.

(11) The small-farm town has more than twice the number of organizations
for civie improvement and social recreation than its large-farm counterpart.



