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‘compasses mueh'of North Dakota—you. would find that ‘the question-

“naire that t, 82 percent. of the people, wer they w

untry. al or urban, whati , ant |

in. North. Dakota,. 82 ‘percent:of the. people were opposed. te-the incor-

‘poration:of agriculture: Youwould:be surpmsed also'that thls went

clearfacross both political ‘par N
Fifty ! )

‘ percem; “Were, opps 0.1t and 18 we
«agamst 1t .o 82 were against c@vporablon farml g nd 18 were for t.

»Senator ‘NELSON" Wlph‘tha kln»d ‘@ff s‘ed

is.cf
here. 1 hope T made some contrlbutlon ’oo
corporate a'gmculturé in' North Dakot t ates an
the ; i1l take 'some steps to prohi 1t;thls from 10V-
.1ng in thmugh all of fbhe States in.the Nation.: - ; g
«(The:complete prep&red statermnetit and suppem‘ tal 1nformat10n
submitted by Mr, Smith' fol \ ' f ;

preSident off 1ts Novth ’Dakota Divis&on The No Dﬂakdta “Division of the
National Farmers Union iy an‘autotiotiious state’ unfon with a present membership
of 88,616 dues paying: faniily nbers’ The' North" ‘Dako "‘Farmems Union® is
pfmud of 'its history” of successful pposition £6 corporation ﬁarming

-In 1932, approximately one:fourth ‘of ‘the farms in ‘Noith Diakota were owned
by corporations; In s few cases the eorporations ‘haa" ‘Durchased the land ‘and
i a few othel ‘cases private’ dolleges’ or hogpltals ‘had’ aceepted 'gifts of North
Dakota . farm'‘land from individaals -or'*esthtes; Th ot cases,” however, ‘the
eorporatlons had comé “to own' their Tand rthrorugh" ‘foreclosiire 'of ‘mortgages.

The World War I period wag charicterized by coftiparatively ‘high' farm prices
that' generated. an optimism-on' the part of farmers and léd to: overexpansion,
both'in land’and machinery. In 1919 the ‘natiorial’ average  p
farmers for barley wias $1.24 a buslhiel ;' for flax it was $4:477 and wheat, North
Dakoth’s principal ct#op, ‘brought’ a* nftional averdge ‘price’ to farmefs of $2.16
a ‘bushel) ‘Naturally, farners sharedthe generat econdinic’ optimisnt that wis
folt- by the ‘entire national econ()my However, “during’ the' twentiés, as the
non-farm’ economy :rolled: steadily* ‘to higher ‘profits ‘and greater optim"ism, the
farm' econoiny: sagged. By 1932 the atlonal average price received by farmers
for' wheat, during that marketing'year; was B71%¢ pér’ bushel. Undérstandably,
they found it impossible to pay- off ‘debts that had beendequired twelve to fifteen
years etrlier based on the repayment potential of ‘$2:00° wheat and $4.50° ﬂax
There was just' ne'way to'make payments and wholesalé foreclosures resulted.

* The: North: Dakota ‘Farthers Union' 'was “eoncerned ‘ that corporations Would
bring:in- big® machinery and farm the land with hired labor To- prevent this
fmm happening, Farmers Umon memﬁber@ elrculated petitions :ana mitlated




