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INTRODUCTION o 5

SUMMARY OF FINDINGS

Certain conclusions are particularly siznificant to.the small business-
man, and to an understanding of -the importance of his place in a
community. Not only does the small farm itself constitute small
business, but it supports flourishing small commercial business.

Analysis of the business conditions in the communities of Arvin and
Dinuba shows that— . .

(1) The small farm community supported 62 scparate business es-
tablishments, to but 35 in the large-farm community; a ratio in favor
of the small-farm community of nearly 2:1. ’

(2) The volume of retail tiade in the small-farm community dur-
ing the 12-month period analyzed was $4,383,000 as against onl
$2,535,000 in the large-farm community. Retall trade in the small~
farm community was greater by 61 percent. (See figure and table,
pp. 83 and 84.) :

(3) The expenditure for household supplies and building equip-
ment was over three times as great in the small-farm community as
it was in the large-farm community. ‘

The investigation disclosed other vast differences in the economic
and social life of the two.communities, and affords strong support for
the belief that small farms provide the basis for a richer community
life and a greater sum of these values for which America stands, than
do industralized farms of the usual type. - o

It was found that—

(4) The small farm supports in the local community a larger num-
ber of people per dollar volume of agricultural production than an
area devoted to larger-scale enterprises, a difference in its favor of
about 20 percent. v T :

(5) Notwithstanding their greater numbers, people in the small-
farm community have a better average standard of living than those
living in the community of large-scale farms. :

(6) Over one-half the breadwinners in' the small-farm community
are independently employed businessmen, persons in white-collar em-
Floyment, or farmers; in the large-farm community the proportion is
‘less than one-fifth, - , o .

(7) Less -than one-third of the breadwinness in the small-farm
community are agricultural wage laborers (characteristically landless,
and with low and insecure income) while the proportion of persons in
this position reaches the astonishing figuce of nearly two-thirds of all
persons gainfully employed in the large-farm community.

(8) Physical facilities for community living—paved streets, side-
walks; garbage disposal, sewage disposal, and other public services—
are far greater in the small-farm community; indeed, in the industrial-
farm community some of these facilities are entirely wanting. ,

(9) Schools are:more plentiful and offer broader services in the
small-farm community, ‘which is provided with four elementary
schools- and one high school;. the large-farm community has but a
single elementary school. . : ;
- (10) The small-farm commuvity is provided with three parks for
recreation; the large-farm community has a single playground, loaned
by a corporation. R , V



