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16 SMALL BUSINESS AND THE COMMUNITY
| .

century. In 1910 the first concerted effort at land settlement was -
made.” This colony formed the basis of the present community and
has left its mark on the present land pattern.

The tenure pattern just after 1910 included g number of small units
in a colony, a number of homesteaded tracts, & considerable acreage in
large holdings, and, apparently, some moderately large holdings. In-
tensive farming was rare, with permanent planting first being
attempted. ) ’

Arvin’s development during the 1920’s and early 1930’s was not
rapid, but from about 1935 to the present time there has been a great
increase in the acreage of land under cultivation. This development
has mostly been in field crops and alfalfa, with cotton and potatoes the
principal crops grown. There has been a continuous developiment of
vines and tree fruits also. Table 2 shows the shipments of fruit and
vegetables from 1921 to 1943. While tree fruit increased by about
50 percent and grapes doubled during the last 10 years, the shipment
of vegetables (mostly potatoes) increased tenfold.

TABLI; 2.—Shipment of fruits and vegetables from Arm'r;, 1921-43

Cars shipped
Yoar
- Tree fruit | Orapes | Vegetables | Unspecified| Total
- Cars Cars Cars Cars
) 1: 23 S N 4 31 35
1922......- 47 25 ; 205 bred
1923. . 1. 134 154 408
P e cecvesecescceomcccccsseanasamumoc|ocasmcenszay 705 191 896
1928... - ——s 1744 1,505 47 1, 569!
1926 . ......... - - 24 1, 22214 160 . 406!
1927.. . 4234 1,174 213 1, 558
1 95 1,213 42 1,472
1929... . 1,688850 .. eaaeae , 197
1030.. 128, 1, 500 275 1,904
1931.. 156, 1, 26044 12 1,604
132.... 219 1,595 210 2,186
1933... 191 1,492%4 17 1, 81284
1934. .. va- 251 1, 61934 123 - 2,185
1035. . 160 1,904 a7 2 145
1938. .. . 20244 2,52088) .o 2,062
1937 3814 3,675, 4514] 4, 150 -
1088 ...... 361 3, 035 410 3,087
Ty Bog  5ow o4 Cotha
1041 .. . S 325 2, ggié 1,171 3,882
142, .. ‘32634 2,569 1,877 4, 840!
- 1043... 2. 328 2, 89844 2,872 8,617

Note.~Carlot shipments are a measute of volurre the value of which varfes with the class of commodity.
They furnish only an approximation of the value or acreage. Neither cotton nor alfalfa is reported. These
elasses of commodity sccounted for 47.5 percent of the irrigated acreage in 1940 and 81 to €3 percent in 1931-32.

Source: Based upon the recorils in the office of the Kern County Agricultural Commissioner. Truck
shipments converted to carlot basis, ]

'

The most recent developments have almost universally been in
large tracts and on & highly speculative basis, with large investments
in pumps and land leveling. The need for deep wells and powerful
pumps has inhibited the growth of small operators. To utilize these
deep wells fully, joint use must be made of them either by incorpora-

_ tion, partnerships, or cooperative arrangements. There are several
such arrangements; some of 20 years’ standing are now operating
successfully. Such practices are readily feasible, but the need for

group action and large capital outlay inhibits their development.




