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that (1) the property be used for 20 years solely for public park and recreational
purposes; (2) the city file biennial reports with the Secretary of the Interior
as to the use of the property; (3) the city not lease or dispose of the property
for 20 years without the written consent of the Secretary of the Interior; and
(4) upon breach of any conditions, little to the property would revert to the
United States.

At the time of the conveyance in 1952, all parties were of the mistaken be-
lief that title to the underwater lands was in the State of New York. The City
of Buffalo made application to the State for a grant of subject underwater lands,
following which the existing ownership of -the United States became known.
Investigation also disclosed that the previous conveyance of 11.0 acres of land
actually encompassed five acres of the 51 acres described in this bill, leaving a
remainder in the United States of only 46 acres of underwater land. The De-
partment of the Army has been requested to release these lands to the City of
Buffalo, and H.R. 510 would provide the requisite authority for such conveyance.

The Department of the Army is not opposed to the ultimate development of
this area for park and recreational purposes. However, studies relating to the
pollution problem of Lake Erie, disclose a potential need for disposal areas for
dredged material. Subject 46 acres of underwater lands would serve a portion
of such reqmrement for which reason this Department would prefer to retain
the privilege of using these lands for spoil disposal purposes. Consequently,
should the Committee desire to favorably consider this bill, the Department of
the Army would not object to a conveyance of these lands to the city provided,
it is amended to reserve to the United States the right to use such lands as long
as may be required for a spoil disposal area. This may be accomplished by add-
ing a section 3 to the bill as follows:

“SEc. 3. Any deed of conveyance made pursuant to this Act shall reserve to
the United States, so long as may be required, the right to use such lands for a
spoil disposal area for materials dredged from the Buffalo Harbor Project, in-
cluding the right to place structures thereon and -to perform all other actions
incident to such use, together with the rights of ingress and egress thereto,
Further, said deed shall contain such additional terms and conditions as may be
determined by the Secretary of the Army to be necessary to protect the interest
of the United States.”

It is also recommended that the following technical changes be made:

(@) On page 1, line 7, delete “51” and substitute “46.01”.

() On page 1, line 8, after the word “for” insert “public park and”. This will
assure consistency with the conveyance of the upland.

(¢) Commencing on page 2, line 3, delete the entire section 2 and substitute a
a new section 2 revising the legal description. A copy is attached to this statement.

This concludes my statement, Mr. Chairman, and I shall be happy to answer
any questions you may have on this matter,

PROPOSED REVISED SEC. 2, H.R. 510, 90TH CONGRESS

SEc. 2. The real property referred to in the first section of this Act is more
particularly described as follows:

(1) ParceL E.—Beginning at the point of intersection of the south line of outer
lot 39 prolonged and the shoreline of Lake Erie as established in 1846, which
point bears S. 68° 28’ W, a distance of 140 feet, more or less, from U.S. Monu-
men‘té) (No. 7) which monument is the southeasterly corner of the said outer
lot 39;

thence southwesterly at right angles with the established harbor line, 1,140
feet, more or less, to the said harbor line;

thence northwesterly along said harbor line 1,310 feet, more or less, to the
point of intersection of said harbor line and a line at right angles thereto pass-
ing through the point of intersection of the shoreline of Lake Erie in 1846 and
a -line 830 feet northerly at right angles from and parallel with the south line
of outer lot 36 ;

thence northeasberly at right angles with said harbor line 1,115 feet, more
or less, to the shoreline of Lake Erie in 1846.

thence southeasterly along said shoreline of Lake Erie 1,320 feet, more or
less, to the poinit of beginning containing 34.04 acres, more or less.

{2) ParcEL C-B.—Beginning at the point of intersection of the ﬂhorehne of
Lake Erie with the northerly line of land deeded to the United States Govern-
ment, October 21, 1846, said line also extending in a due east and west diree-



