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We believe that the placing of our utilities that operate wholly
within the boundaries of the State of Florida under the jurisdiction
of the Federal Power Commission would be just another erosion of
our State rights. We have seen too much of the authority, which
should be in the hands of our local people who are responsible to the
electorate of our State, sent to Washington, We do not think our
utilities would be better regulated by the Federa] Power Commission,

~In the past wheneyer our cooperative association has had to work
out wholesale rate problems or territorial problems, we have been able
to solve these by discussions between. our association and the private
utilities involved. We have never had any help from the Federal
Power Commiss'ion, The only time that the Federal Power Commission
%m,s intervened Ina cooperative’s rates the cooperative came out a heavy
oser.. . .. '
~Our group is also disturbed because of the Proceeding now pending

The same avenyes were open to them ag to us. When we were told the

rates would be such-and-such and didn’t approve, we got our rate

people, made a thorough,.\study of the situation, proveﬁr our point,

and got the rates whicl, are enjoyed today. The municipalities could
have done likewise had they seen fit to do so. R

The Federal Power Commission hag agreed that they will not d;.

- rectly exert any control over the cooperatives but when they take

control of our Intrastate power companies they indirectly take control

of this Commission, : ‘

_ Our cooperatives are very democratically controlled by our own
- members and their duly elected boards. We are also very thoroughl

watched in our operations and rateg by our own Rura] Electrification

Administration in Wa‘,shington.

_The people of the State of Florida,' through their own utility com-

fied to leave this matter in the hands of the FPC for decision, for it wag
shown through Commissioner Bagge’s dissenting opinion (opinion
No. 511) issued January ion which exi i
ommission with’ regard to FPC Jurisdiction over cooperatives, We
point further to the testimony of the former chairman of the Commis-
sion, Mr. Swidler, when he appeared before this committee in 1965, His
testimony strongly Supported the retention of jurisdiction of coopera.-

tives by the FPC. The dissenting opinion of Commissioner Bagge and




