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~ Further, there is significant evidence to indicate that small concerns
have greater difficulty in securing needed financing, even at these high
rates, than do larger concerns. , :

The impact of the uneven distribution of economic growth and
pro:]ﬁ;erity among geographic areas, industries, and social groups on the
small business sector of the economy generally escapes public attention.
Yet, the decay of central cities and the flight to the suburbs have taken
a heavy toll of small business enterprises and weakened an important
element of the economic and social structure of our largest cities.

At the other end of the economic spectrum, thousands of small
business concerns serving a declining farm population or dependent
upon mining or other primary industries have disappeared, leaving
behind pockets of high unemployment and poverty in small towns
and among the rural nonfarm population across the Nation.

The following summary tabulation shows the wide variations in
growth trends and prospects among-industries within SBA geographic
areas. The figures show extended employment changes from 1950 to
1970, based on current trends.

(The table follows:)



