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important waterfowl areq and a Proposed national park area. Yet the Corps
Engineeng was advertising in advance that jt intendeq largely to ignore the
Public interest, in violatiop of its own Tegulations, :
The fina} granting of the bermit, on May 29 194 , Was foreshadowed by the
Corps of Engineerg’ action on March 24, 1964 17 tthe main inquiry wag Whether
the fi]] would hurt navigation, and the fil1 would Obviously not hurt ,navi‘gation,
Why bother about the Public interest When there ig g chance to Jet some land
Speculator unjustly enrich himgelsr att the bublic’y €Xpense by upgrading the value

Tecord as glorious in ‘the Hunting Creek case, as the record of the Corps of
Engmeens, and of various high functionaries in the Depantment of Interior
is squalid. The Fish anqg Wildlife Service objected to the Proposed fill the
moment the Figh and ‘Wildlife Service heard of the Droposed fig in late 1963,
€ Corps of Engineers, all;innocence, wrote the Fish and Wildlife Service on
May 20, 1964, asking fop detailed data concerning the effects upon wildlife in
the waterg of Hunting Creek of the Droposed #i1]. Walter 4. Gresh, Regional
Director, Fish ang Wildlife Service, Bureau of Sport Fig eries and ’Wﬂdlife,
Atlanta, Ga., let the Corps of Engineerg have it ip his June 17, 1964, letter,
barts of which follow : ‘ v ' o
“Waters jn the mouth of Hunting Creek east of George Wa.shington Memorig]
Parkway gre generally shallow and average o to '3 feet deep; Al‘thoughv these
waters are fresh, they exhipit tidal influence of about 21, feet. Thig area ig
bordered on the north and soyty by National Park Service langs (Jones Point
and Dyke Marsh) and urhan deve‘lopment and on the west by -a highway c¢auge-

“Seaup, 2,000 to 8,000,

, “Ring-neeked duck, 300 to 400,

“Black duck, 200, e

e -nvas’back; 100 (occa’sionally 1,500).
“Mallarq, 8o,

“Bt‘tﬂiehead, 50,

“Pintail, 5¢,

velopment on the Proposed fillg will constitute g disturbance factor which will
adversely affect waterfowl ang Shore bird utilization in the general area ang
Seriously obstruect: bublic observation and enjoyment from the Nationa] Park




