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- Mr. Moss. But it merely placed it in a higher category. Would you
explain the nature of that, highercategory? e T

Dr. Gorrscmank, I will put it this way. Many of the Corps of En-
gineers projects will have very little effect on fish and wildlife and are -
- of no real significance from the standpoint of conservation. But in
this case, we felt that the project was of sufficient Importance that
it should be scheduled for study. Therefore, it was taken from a
category in which it would not have been studied and was put in a
higher category, in which category it would be glven a field study

Mr. Moss. In other words, the upgrading previously referred to
occurred at the time the original study was ordered. ‘ i
r. GorTscHALK. That is correct, - R e e
Mr. Moss. After that original study was made, nothing else hap-
- pened insofar as your office, the Bureau of Sport Fisheries and Wild-
lifeis concerned. , ‘ : v
. Dr. Gorrscmarx, With respect to the report and the conclusions of
the report, that ig quite correct. o SRR N
r. Moss. The findings remained valid, the values were proper, and
- Mo change of any character was made, SR
Dr. Gorrsonark. That is correct. ¢ e T
Mr. Moss. So the upgrading was prior to the actual filing of the
report ¢ . ; , ‘
Dr. Gorrscrark. That is correct, , _ '
Mr. Moss. I am very much interested in the failure of the Depart-
ment to appear at the bublic hearing in Alexandria, Va, T
You have explained that g discussion was held, and that the con.
clusion wag reached that because of a change in the departmenta]
position, it would not be necessary or desirable—which of those words 7
‘would you use to characterize ? ; ‘ , i
r. GOTTSCHALEK, I would use both of them in this case with respect

r. Moss. It would be neither'ne_cessary nor desirable for the De.

Mr. Moss. The departmental position finally became one of non-
Participation, honappearance, honattendance, however it might be
~ cha.racterized; 1s that correct ? Y T '
r. GorTscHALK. That is correct. ,
r. Moss. Here we have an issue where amMOng many conservation
groups strong feelings were engendered as a result of this threatened
1l, and your own biologist felt that it would be a major error to
approve, and yet with the Department changing its position, but not

.

for that change of Position; is that correct? It was not felt either
- hecessary or desirable ? . ‘ ; e
Dr. Gorrsomarx. T would not, apply either of thoge terms to that
particular decision, T am not fully capable of responding to it be.-
guse the decision wag made at the secretarial level and not ‘within the
ureau. ‘ : E




