hese visits have pointed up some very graphic changes that have
occurred over that period of time, Many of them, T am sorry to say,
to the detriment of the feeding grounds, Particularly the extensive
lling and dredging of formerly shallow tidal areas, including both
open water and marsh, , ;

e Hunting Creek area is one, in Iy opinjon, of the key areas for
breserving a Joca] Obportunity to vieyy diving duck activity in the
Washington region. The areq immediately below Hunting Creek, and
including Hunting Creek, has been recognized as an Important gares
~ In connection with the establishment of the George Washington Memo-

rial Nationa] Parkway, a

e Dyke areg, sti]] supplies a moderate amount of good tida] marsh,

But that'is at this moment rapidly being whittleq away by dredging
operations, and actually there ig just a token remnant of the original
marsh today, ' P

The Hunting Creek Cove, which Tjeg at the head of the Dyke

arshes, is an integral part of the very complex and useful feedin
grounds. Tt supplies the shallovgr oPen-water zone that ig particularly

Without the companion shallow marshy zones and the shallow,
open waters—I refer t, waters less than 5§ feet in depth—in whiep,
light penetratjon is sufficient fop the diving ducks to see their feed_.
the area would he of limited valye, Most of Hunting Oreelk Cove is
less than 5 feet in depth, and much of it Jegg than 38 feet in depth.

ducks to utilize pollution-tolerant Invertebrates such gg the midgz
larvae and several species of mollusks that have been able to with-
stand the existing pollutjon,

t is apparent, with the construction of g f]] extending some severa]

into what is Now truly important resting and feeding areas, I am ag
much concerned aboyf the disturbance factor as I am about the elimi-

sonal integrity for which T am mogt appreciative. T thinjk your state-
~ Inent here has been excellent and answered most of the questions T
would have, L

I would like to have you dea] just a little more fully with this dis-
turbance factor. v ;

Dr. Usnreg, During my attendance of the Engineer Corps hearing,
which Dr, Gottschalk indicated T haq attended in personal interegt




