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Prants anp ANIMALS Norp IN DYRE MaARsy AND ADJACENT ‘WATERS Arong THE
T1pAat, Poromac Riveg, FarRrax Counry, VA., Wirhg SveeEsTIONS REcARDING
DEVELoPMENTS FOR AQUATIC WirLprIFg IN THAT AREa, OcroBer 26 AND NoveEm-
BER 19, 1963 : S ‘

These inspectiong were made to facilitate the selection of g S5-acre tract in a
Section controlleq by the Potomac Sand & Grave] Co. that wilj compensate for
overdredging by that firm on an adjacent section of the marsh which ig being

chapter of the Audubon Socie;;ykmdly operated hig motorboat for the inspection
made on October 26, 1963, Congressman Henry §. Reuss, hig wife, and daughter,

and are being dredged as g Source of sand ang gravel by the company which
controls those tracts. Unitg A and B, owned by the Nationa] ParkServic‘e, lie
between thege dredged Sections and the George Washington Memorial Parkway.

open section of the creek mouth serves ag an outstanding feeding,ground for
hundreds of diving ducks with lesser Scaup and ruddy ducks pred:o»minating. This
section produces an amazing volume of certain mollusks . and midge larvae
( Chironomidse) that serve ag fooq for the diving ducks, The fertile effluent from
_the Washington and Alexandrig sewage disposal plants stimulates g heavy pro-
duection of minute algze that render most of the waters too turbid for the success-
ful growth of submerged seed plants, but fortunately these algae provide food for
the ‘midge larvae and for myriads of the J apanese snail (Viviparus japanicus)
as well as severa] native molluskg that are important,foods for many kinds of
ducks, The shallow tida] waters also have large numbers of killifish (chiefly
: ; wl. ~

arshy channely that extend west of the George Washington Memorial Park.
way, in the vieinity of Belle Haven and New Alexandrla, had considerable num-
bers of pintails, ,hovellers, green-winged teal, angd many ring—billed, herring ang
Bonaparte’s gulls, On November 19 about 1,600 scaups, 400 ruddy ducks, and
25 to 30 bufleheads were noted on the river adjacent to the Dyke Maxrsh. During
the summer and early autumn Several species of herons ang egrets. commonly
feed in thege marshes, Occasional Wwoodcock were flushed while wading in
SOggy soils of the ash Swamp along the edge of the parkway, and q few Wilson’s
snipe were noted over the marsh,




