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HETHICAL STANDARDS OF PSYCHOLOGISTS

The psychologist believes in the dignity and worth of the individual human
being. He is committed to increasing man’s understanding of himself and others.
While pursuing this endeavor, he protects the welfare of any person who may
seek his service or of any subject, human or animal, that may be the object of his
study. He does not use his professional position or relationships, nor does he
knowingly permit his own services to be used by others, for purposes inconsistent
with these values. While demanding for himself freedom of inquiry and commun-
ication, he accepts the responsibility this freedom confers: for competence where
he claims it, for objectivity in the report of his findings, and for consideration
of the best interests of his colleagues and of society.

SPECIFIC PRINCIPLES

Principle 1. Responsibility. The psychologist,’ committed to increasing man’s
understanding of man, places high value on objectivity and integrity, and main-
tains the highest standards in the services he offers.

a. Asa scientist, the psychologist believes that society will be best served
when he investigates where his judgment indicates investigation is needed;
he plans his research in such a way as to minimize the possibility that his
findings will be misleading ; and he publishes full reports of his work, never
discz;rding without explanation data which may modify the interpretation of
results.

b. As a teacher, the psychologist recognizes his primary obligation to help
others acquire knowledge and skill, and to maintain high standards of
scholarship.

c. As a practitioner, the psychologist knows that he bears a heavy social
responsibility because his work may touch intimately the lives of others.

Principle 2. Competence. The maintenance of high standards of professional
competence is a responsibility shared by all psychologists, in the interest of the
public and of the profession asa whole.

a. Psychologists discourage the practice of psychology by unqualified per-
sons and assist the public in identifying psychologists competent to give
dependable professional service. When a psychologist or a person identifying
himself as a psychologist violates ethical standards, psychologists who know
firsthand of such activities attempt to rectify the situation. When such a situ-
ation cannot be dealt with informally, it is called to the attention of the
appropriate local, state, or national committee on professional ethics, stand-
ards, and practices.

b. The psychologist recognizes the boundaries of his competence and the
limitations of his techniques and does not offer services or use techniques that
fail to meet professional standards established in particular fields. The
psychologist who engages in practice assists his client in obtaining profes-
sional help for all important aspects of his problem that fall outside the
boundaries of his own competence. This principle requires, for example,
that provision be made for the diagnosis and treatment of relevant medical
problems and for referral to or consultation with other specialists.

c. The psychologist in clinical work recognizes that his effectiveness de-
pends in good part upon his ability to maintain sound interpersonal relations,
that temporary or more enduring aberrations in his own personality may
interfere with this ability or distort his appraisals of others. There he re-
frains from undertaking any activity in which his personal problems are
likely to result in inferior professional services or harm to a client; or, if
he is already engaged in such an activity when he becomes aware of his
personal problems, he seeks competent professional assistance to determine
whether he should continue or terminate his services to his client.

Principle 3. Moral and Legal Standards. The psychologist in the practice of his
profession shows sensible regard for the social codes and moral expectations of

2 A student of psychology who assumes the role of psychologist shall be considered a
psychologist for the purpose of this code of ethies.



