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duced or described in popular publications in ways that might invalidate the
techinques. Access to such devices is limited to persons with professional interests
who will safeguard their use.

a. Sample items made up to resemble those of tests being discussed may
be reproduced in popular articles and elsewhere, but scorable tests and actual
test items are not reproduced except in professional publications,

b. The psychologist is responsible for the control of psychological tests
and other devices and procedures used for instruction when their value might
be damaged by revealing to the general public their specific contents or
underlying principles.

Principle 14. Test Interpretation. Test scores, like test materials, are released
only to persons who are qualified to interpret and use them properly.

a. Materials for reporting test scores to parents, or which are designed for
self-appraisal purposes in schools, social agencies, or industry are closely
supervised by qualified psychologists or counselors with provisions for re-
ferring and counseling individuals when needed.

b. Test results or other assessment data used for evaluation or classification
are communicated to employers, relatives, or other appropriate persons in
such a manner as to guard against misinterpretation or misuse. In the usual
case, an interpretation of the test result rather than the score is
communicated.

¢. When test results are communicated directly to parents and students,
they are accompanied by adequate interpretive aids or advice.

Principle 15. Test Publication. Psychological tests are offered for commercial
publication only to publishers who present their tests in a professional way and
distribute them only to qualified users.

a. A test manual, technical handbook, or other suitable report on the test
is provided which describes the method of constructing and standardizing
the test, and summarizes the validation research.

b. The populations for which the test has been developed and the purposes
for which it is recommended are stated in the manual. Limitations upon the
test’s dependability, and aspects of its validity on which research is lacking
or incomplete, are clearly stated. In particular, the manual contains a warn-
ing regarding interpretations likely to be made which have not yet been sub-
stantiated by research.

¢. The catalog and manual indicate the training or professional qualifica-
tions required for sound interpretation of the test.

d. The test manual and supporting documents take into account the prin-
ciples enunciated in the Technical Recommendations for Psychological Tests
and Diagnostic Techniques.

e. Test advertisements are factual and descriptive rather than emotional
and persuasive.

Principle 16. Research Precautions. The psychologist assumes obligations for
the welfare of his research subjects, both animal and human.

a. Only when a problem is of scientific significance and it is not practicable
to investigate it in any other way is the psychologist justified in exposing re-
search subjects, whether children or adults, to physical or emotional stress
as part of an investigation.

b. When a reasonable possibility of injurious aftereffects exists, research
is conducted only when the subjectss or their responsible agents are fully in-
formed of this possibility and agree to participate nevertheless.

c. The psychologist seriously considers the possibility of harmful after-
effects and avoids them, or removes them as soon as permitted by the
design of the experiment.

d. A psychologist using animals in research adheres to the provisions of
the Rules Regarding Animals, drawn up by the Committee on Precautions
and Standards in Animal Experimentation and adopted by the American
Psychological Association. :

Principle 17. Publication Credit. Credit is assigned to those who have .con-
tributed to a publication, in proportion to their contribution, and only to these.

a. Major contributions of a professional character, made by several per-
sons to 2 common project, are recognized by joint authorship. The experi-
menter ‘or author who has made the principal contribution to a publication
is identified as the first listed.



