
OHAIRKAH LILLBY; I thank you all for being

on time under the new setup. Mr. Still has been

good enough to come with us today. I think with

the job he has to do M s time is valuable. Without

ceremony m will start. Er. Still, we swear our

witnesses.

Whereupon,

flliOTHI STILL

called as a witness, duly sworn9 testified as follows;

EXABXSATIGK

By Mr. *Jaff@t

Q For. Still, tell us your position, please. By

1 I a® a consultant for the Hewark Housing Authority.

I an also the home district secretary to Congressman Joseph

Miriish.

Q Gould you tell me your official position with the

United Community Corporation?

A 1 &m. the president.

Q Mill you describe generally for us the setup of the

United Oosnminity Corporation» when it was set up and how it

is set up, please9

A First, I would like to submit this document into the

record. It is the dooament we sent to the House Committee

on 'Etiuoation mid Welfare.
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Q Is it a statement?

A A statement of iaine#

Q Before the House committee?

A 3?o the House committee. I wasn't able to appear,

bat th©y asked me to write nip a document, and this document

indicates the founding and the history and involvement and

some charges wade against our agency by Coancilmen. Bernstein

smd Addonizio ®n& two other people from lewark.

Q When, was that?

A This was August 1st they testified before the Eoase

committee,

Q 3?hat ws.s sent right after that?

A This was sent soffietime afterward in time to be

inserted in the record.

KB. JAFP!3i KLaase mark it as a Ooamission

SO. 0-13 lp R3CBI7EE BT W

WIOTSSS? ^he United Oomiafliiity Corporation.

was an outgrowth of a project call@d Project

Southside. Hie ford Foundation gave a million

dollar fq-ant to Rutgers to study urban centers.

This was 1961-62. fhey forn^ a ^roup of people

who put concentrated services into one area to see

if they could treat these services as a pilot

project. If it conlcf be done this way, then they
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would expand on. what they were doing. This really

never got off the ground, and in 1964-f after they

began to talk about founding the Office of Bconoeiic

Opportunity, the major, who initially set up this

group called these people together — D^an Heckle,

RsVbl Princej, Consignor Tooling and seme of the

other leaders in the community; Heverend Cantrell

and a nusaber of others.

They proceeded to form a non-profit oorpora-

tioa to ran the Community Action Program coming

la to fewark* Th%-j used to BMNri at 32 Central Aveaae

and oat of thess meetings came this corporation.

It was forced in 1964 vith Bean Heole aa the

president. He sarTeti for three years.

The kinds of program we have are listed here,

and. 1 will run down, them and giire yeu some idea

what they try to do. Seton Hall University, Head

Start Program is a progran that takes ahemt 100

oliildren for the mxam&r for a two •month period.

®iesa ©r© children Bho graduated from t̂iaior high

school %ncl are going onto higrh school. 3?he courses

that the yGangsters are going to b# -^king in high

school, they are giving then? remedial help in thes©

courses so that when they get into high school

they will be able to move ahead in the subjects
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we will tftti&M the major get Director Spina mad have him

come into hi® office and m^m sure tMs kind of thiag never

tbey wasnft" going .hone. Somebody a t that point

threw some fire bambs, SUbtsse 'vr*re fire be

against the preciset.

Q 25iat oam-e fWB. th# crowd?

A l igh t . I t l i t op ll'k®.&mj9 Vat beoaase i t

1.% |Sirf lMttn-t4 #at« I t dl^m'H ta.ic© "fest l<8o ,̂ Xt

cmt pretty soon* Atoat fifteea wiautes la te r the

& p̂s csas® rashing ttu% of tbt preeiisot with

sticks in their viands.

Q IDid tiiej come out the front door or

1 The front door,

Q About how WMB-J polioem&a. VBT® thare?

A fher® voftt ha¥@ been 20, 2"5t soM6'tfci

1 am not sure what the number was, Siara ware fro® 15 to

insoectoa: cam© oat anl he stopped people, fta^y

p on tfe© cai« ai4# nn& the exowd «a* on tiie-

This ^^^ itt front of the polioe station?

What tin©

He /rot th62"6 about t«a-thir ty r and two hemrs
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All this happened between ten- thirty and twelv@-thixtty.

% Wfedne-sday evenlag?

A Right,. Whem thej rushed oat thtsre tiie inspector

oat. Me went mad begia to talk to him again and h©

'teh© police "back inside.

Q ¥as th^re any contact at that point between the

poll&e ani the ga?©ap ©f people on the outside in the atreet,

only asea-olt wa-s verbal and the orowd was

thi*owiH,.g r ao la l epith®tB a t the polio© mad tit# polioe

throwing, r a c i a l epitli#ta ®t th# crowd. I t was verbal aiad

not -pfojsleal.

We tallced t o tfe^ iasp^ctor and e^eRtBtallj about f i f teen

Bsb C>in?-in trpofce. We asked for m. bu l l ho-xti

us tfe© bul l hona* Bob Oarvia spoke % th© orawd f i r s t .

2 spoke t# tfoe crswi «et»€«i-d ami Oliver loftoa t h i r d . ¥#

told HWK we w-ers ^»iag to torn a p iefe t lina» as.

we irere goiiag doiaa to c i t y h a l l to #1© sta^ror

tfai© kind of thing ii^^er happened a ^ t e . ¥8 wer©

t ry log t a move the people. We s ta r ted tim piaket l i a e

^©vim-f, aad B&ma of tfae s^oop beaan to follow ia the

Q ISist m a year p3ailoso.p*^r, t o aiove the crowd in a

demonstration x»idi«r than. coa£roni»tioa?
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question that the mayor — the previous mayor,

St&yor C&riin, who was mayor for eight years, nobody

could see him* I tried for eight years, and I only

saw him twlee. Sine© Addonissio has been the taayor

anybody can get into see him sud he will talk to

It is a dialogue,

it la a. sterile dialogue. Tot* go to talk

and- he &akes ©oii&ii%®#itt,$,» but nothing is. done

about It, Sieept for these few© major points*

think my own dealing with the iiyw has been

fruitful. 1 tried te point out to hl«s 1mm important

these- ttfo Items uere* but he had hit own ideas>

and I told hits, nl ean*t defend this heeauae

15

16 Police Review Board and during the erapaign in

17 a fellow told m®§ ^l«ist©»,f are #̂m for the

18 I said, mYm.® Mm said, itiNi ean you
19 auu^ort Addotiizlo and h@ i s against i tfB I said

20

21 I has ton© everythlnf right* f« that point he ha.®

done a good job as the mayor. Of all the things

23 | he Has done I tm n©t going t© turn against hi® for

24 I this one thing. W# mu disagree with him on that.

Ad&otii&lo &*§ the m&j®v has made mistakes and has done
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always said there are feelings in the community

2 that the dialogue is sterile. I figure it was at

3 least their duty to let th# people who are on the

council know that there *«ra people in the community

5 who felt other than the way they felt. They even

6 d© that*

n
1 I think in terms of eosimunity government

Megroea did feel that they were locked out because

9 the two guys they had really wasn't representing

10 their point of view

11 Ml? T51-?T5*l̂ <*£riiTiT« • Tin I'sfrVwrtf* wiAiwfsi tiTn&i'v %mn*jif 1 ft-AlfAif

12

o u t ?
13 I THB ITTFUSSSs E i g h t ,

14
15 that maybe the eru@i&l situation ar#se

16

in Hewarlr* For inat&iiee, it has been pointed ©ut

that the Mewark Chamber of Commerce, when

19
a dinner or when they looM over their

©hip roils, have very few Negroes and yet you have

21
peroest of the people In ffetsark tsh©

22 fhe Italian group goes off fey itself and th©

23
are off fey themselves and there are other

24
ethnic groups* Have you any thoughts as to whether

this laek of <s#imsmni®&ti£m has brought about the
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9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

cruelal situation, and a© you have any thoughts aa

to hmt that might be remedied If you think it is a

tHS VXTXBSSs Th®F# a m two points I would like

ooe is o® te

* HEYHBHs Or the iat^rr^latioaship of ethnic

THE WITNESS: I want to get to

The first ©ne is %%® of

or e

buslne*B«ati in th© eity that

, Do you

Hot t€» tt?

If .a i s oa# if tile Itidua ferial

d©nft kmn.

popu-

lation

I am on this

and you

in

far ICBO,

cities

There is no question a^&ut it.
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dionft to-ve people who b&ve &eml®p®& In this field

In a

,- WI don't

all Ills life if* haai&*t wet its

ili the-

i I

fleant thing you

111 ®f ttoe

He will

of

of th# fault fee finds

of

fault i s , I t i s white

we Ji&ve one white areangsteF on our

team, Re wag an Italian yrangste*. His

an ice house. Me and his brother came
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to our tea®. When they first ea®€ in they were

real hostile. They wanted to beat the®, but as this

kid came to be known^ everybody like this boy because

he had a nice personality. It was only on this

personality basis they Judged him. They judged hi©

because he was the only on© ay son ever had any

close contact with^ to learn, to see as a

being. Because of that these youngsters have no

experience with knowing white people, and

accept whatever others say and they Just believe it

I say; H©n can it b@ remedied? I d©n*t know.

$£U DRISCQLLJ When did your son drop out of

school?

TBE WITNESS; When he was sixteen.

m* BRISCGLLs What gra<l# was he

THE WITNESS: Th« ninth grade,

M . DHISOOLL: First year of high sehoolf

THE WITNESS* Ms was in th@ ninth grade in

junior high school.

LILLE*! Bar ringer High School is very

much on our minds. This is a sehool where there

is an opportunity for whites and blacks to be

together, Bo you have any views on that type of

school?

THE WITNESS: fhere is no question that in my
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own mtm %h® thing I jgat said, kiin going together

and knowing aaeh ©th#*%. the aspirations of ail of

us fcra D&sically tha aase, Tfo&y »ay differ in

tha d«ti§ir® of avary individual to better

knew each other's

whit© guy is all

norning.

and: in m$ @$& MSMI i t i s tha omtgi*®%it& of a l o t

of things* Tott can ' t divorce thre# or four

tfe® counoil sie#ting o» Sf#4M^^¥ |fc|i from

in tmpp®nltm today, X think i l l thasa thinga

T

i© really a serious

ME* ©EISOOLIit Wm% happanad lust

in- tfea eou^cil ttoatingt

m#t and p n vot@a down the

iaaua ©n the dogs* You read the outline of what
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14

15
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17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

bitter

* DRXSCOLLt Xn

i

mttig itoytttw** in th» elty*

of t©mse

higti

I trie* to i n
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May I ask another

in your taatimony f®® refarrad to

grant of $1 million,

•S8K

I

i 1

I t

#it*i

find ottt if

fchig i i i i i i i f J i again INMMef I wil l t i l l ye« wisrr
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* If ym* ettuXd mppmz* again, there is a

m lot &f ititei^st. If

IS* If Mi l l ge t i n

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

H.

25

in tht

X If


