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t for the other witnesses we ©ught to thank this

2 witness for appearing*

3 m. OftlscOUs i think you hive been a very

4 helpful witness. Thank you very much.

5 (witness excused,}

6 - - -

7 Vh*rmipot\,

8 MAIUQfc *M®0

9 called as a witness, sworn, t es t i f i ed as follows*

10 EXAHlfcATiOfc

11 @y Kr. for tuna to s

12 Q Your address?

13 A 2f>6 Fairmont Avenue, ftewark,

14 •* How long mive you been a resident of Newark?

15 A AH my l i f e . This is my home.

16 % How old are you?

17 A Thirty-nine,

^ Your occupation?
9 A l u i housewife.

Q Are you affiliated with any formal groups?

A Yes. 1 am with the Welfare Committee and »« well

I am on many different programs in Newark. 1 am on the

Tri-Party Board, i m one of the executives on the Tri-Party

4 Board.

5 Q what is the Tri-Party Board*
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A That is the concentrated employment* we call It

UP.

q Do you have any connection at all with the U€€?

A well, I am a representative on UCC from one cf the

13

14

15

area boards, Area Board No, 3*

Q 0© you have any connection with th# city tefctMf*

tration?

A Might I ask how?

Q Are you on the i«ayrotl of th« city?

A No.

Q Explain what this welfare group 1s.

A well, the welfare group is a §rm$p of

recipients* vratf«ro mothers that have come together and

tried to iron out each other's problems, mt%4 in doing this

we have actually found oat that welfare isn't treating us

the way they should mn4 mr% not siving us the benefits that

should hm given to «11 ^#«1far^ recipients that they are

entitled to.

Q Is this a paid job?

A Ho, This i s volunteer.

Q Continue. In what respect ar« th©y not reeefvines

the benefits they should bet

A well, number one, they arm not told that

support payments ere behind that Welfare can make i t

L£U€HT£fts Support frost whom?



Kidd

THE WITKCSS* From the father, or if there is

a relative that can give some support, this can be

done. But mainly from the father.

Number three, on school clothing we are trying

to organize some kind of system of having a grant

for children's school clothing at the first of

September, we have U&r& in Newark county and city,

we work with both m4 with city there are

problems that we really can't get to because we ar%

cut off from city* There are no manuals that we

have to follow to go through with to help p®&p\®.

Like with county we can §© down ®n& represent

people. We can sit in and sit in while people tell

the caseworker of their problems. With city we do

have a problem trying to get in to have people

Many a time people not knowing their rights on

welfare have gone to bed many nights hungry. Some

of the children are out of school for issonths at &

time because there is not enough money in the

budget to buy shoes m4 clothing. This Is one of

our main objectives starting a group like this, so

things we have learned from people that are inter*

ested in welfare that »re not on Welfare that have

helped us together and we are able to help people



Kidd

who are still afraid to speak out or to fo to thm

welfare office and tell caseworkers of their

problem in the home.

By Mr* Fortunatot

Q Mow many people on Welfare d® you come in contact

with during #ie course of the ordinary day?

A It varies, but son® days from six to ten that I

actually run into during the day.

Q Do you do tlis every day yourself?

A Yes.

Q Are there others who d© this !

A Yes. $e do hava other mothers. There are otn®r

groups that did start sine® I would say »&out Augusts

People in projects ara beginning to organize because we find

there are a tot of welfare prabisms 1n public housing.

Various groups where people can't travel al l over the c i ty ,

they are just having l i t t l e groups %iher© people can come In

Instead of having th«sa §o across the cfty to a big meeting

maybe at Area 8oard | . They could stay right in their am

community and meet.

Q Do you feel there i s good cooperation between the

welfare agencies of the city in your group?

A Well, in the beginning we didn't have cooperation*

They sort of fought us. tut we have found many other people

in Welfare on the local level who have told us they didn't



Kidd • » . -

1 like the way the system was* Some of the caseworkers have

2 actually told us they d!dnft like the way the Welfare client

3 ware* and we have got some cooperation from thes» because sine

our groups have gotten larger, some of the caseworkers

their clients to us to get help.
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So I feet we are getting a little support from Welfare*

Q Are most of the people you d«al with situations

where the family is the mother of a mjn»&$r of children but

no father at home?

A Yes* In county **e deal with a tot of that*

Q How about dty?

A we say over a month we might have esses where there

is a father in the home m4 he is with his

home?

Bow many cases where ther# Is no father in the

A l really can*t even count them because you come

Into this every day*

Q what i s tha average number of children &ft| ©r©

in this situation?

A The highest that I have come upon, I think th&ns

were twelve children in the family.

Q what would be & normal range if you can t«ll us?

A I would say eight children. The families are very

here in Newark.

That would be the average, eight children?
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A Yes.

q tfhat 1s the support money thet is a l l o t t e d far a

family having eight children?

A Support payments?

Q Yes,

A I t is according to the court.

Q You are ®y1ng th«st thm support payment is

Included in the welfare budget. Supposing you had i mother

with eight chi ldren. How much would she receive from |fe$f«

providing she was not receiving any support income?

A She would receive from welfare afcout two hundred

and some dol lars , about $267.

MR. ORISCOUs For what period?

THE WITNESSs A month.

MB. ORISCOULs Do you feel that is adequate?

THE WITNESS: Ko, i t i s n ' t . The support

payment i t s e l f inaybe would average ebout $17.SO,

maybe $2K

MR. ORISCOU: A week?

THE WITNESSt Yes.

MR. DSISCOLU In addition to the $200 received

from Welfare?

THE WITMESSJ Yes.

MR. DrUSCOLL: Can you t e l l us why you feel

that is not sufficient?
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THE wlTH£SSx Two hm^r^ sixty-seven dollars

for a family of eifcht »n4 support payments of $21,

that is about $84 a month with the $21, 9nd i t wit

bring the average between Welfare md the support

payment to about three hundred something a month,

With rent oeing as high as i t is in Newark, by the

time you pay your rmz, buy clothing, food, in %&m

cases people have to sake their own heat* Even i f

you don't make your own heat, i t is s t i l l not

enough money,

H#, OUSCQLL: *foat is the effect on the

children in these families?

TH£ #1 ?**£$$s tfrwn children begin to get into

junior Mgh i think the effect is shown more so

there because then they &®$1n to notice that other

children have things that they don't have end

then when they ask at ho«*e for i t * they are told,

"Koramy wi l l get i t for you the f i rs t of the month

when my check comes.'1 Sometimes on the f i rs t of

the month when the check comes the check is either

cut or i f the oon-support payment hasn't come that

month* then the child is disappointed. That may

go on for a time, especially i f the mother doesn't

know that the support payments are supp&mti to be

made up. I t begins to have an effect on the child



of saying this 1s a promise they get every saonth.

By the time it 1s time for them to get what they

are supposed to get, one of the younger children

needs a pair of shoes or ®ne of the younger ones

needs a coat. It Is always %®mthin§9 and this 1s

where It starts* when a child gets fn junior high,

because he 1s not ebie to attend different things

because the money 1s not there to give to him.

To t®1l yot* the truth, this 1s why ® lot of

women do some of the things they do m4 they are

on welfare* They §o to work @nd It Is found out,

or 1f ifwiy tit It 1t, they take tih®t%vmr she mrn%

out of the ch^ck* So you are not really accomplish

anything.

m. llUCnnnt Can Ml amplify that? If a

woman got a jofe for, say, $$Ci a weefc and reported

1t» she would hsve this $20d a month t@ken oyt of

her Welfare check?

THE wf?$ffSSt A c&rt&in portion of 1t, If she

makes $50 a week clear every week, fcen they would

deduct the first of the nwith maybe $20-30 from her

check*

H^. L.EUCMT£&i Par week or altogether!

THE WXTKESSi Th« first of the

Altogether.



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

M

17

.8

Q

It id

m. UUCHTEUt She could make $200 a month and

they might «J#duct $20 or $30 from b®r \te\Ure

check, or would it &e © greater per centaget

THE WITNESSs It may be a greater per centage*

It all depends on bafey sitters and stuff Mk& that.

They pay for a fcuby sitter, ftll of these things

have to come out*

8y Hr. Fortynato*

<| §.§ll Qoing to 1@ v̂e th i s are® because 1 wonted the

brUf facts concerning the r i o t s and then imyb® %#• can come

back to I t *

were you at the four th Precinct ©n Wednesday, July

nut!
Ves, 1 was*

î 3 you recal l what time ymi <*rr1veti?

A To my recollection we were at a meeting at the

Area ioerd Three*

Q What tinm was that meeting scheduledf

A The meeting started at eight, scheduled @t seven*

thirty. I would say about a quarter to nine calls started

coming in in the Are« Board that there was a souffle or

something at the Fourth Precinct* I would my for about a

flood half hour we kept getting these calls back ami forth

that there WAS a cab driver that had been beaten up and that

people were beginning to gather at the fourth Precinct* They
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tally wanted the people from the Area Board to come over to

find out what had happened because most of e\\ I guess you

would call the leaders and things H k e that were at this

because we ŝ ere in progress of trying to get things

ready for the camp. Host everybody was at this particular

meeting at that time,

Q Old you go to the Fourth Precinct?

A Yes. K''tft1 left «md went to the Fourth Precfnct.

Q What was the situation when you arrived It the

Fourth Precinct?

A when we arrived there, th®r* were people that were

around out side. They were talking, saying what had

Happened,

Q How msnyt

A l fe&uid say c lose to mm buttdr^d people.

Q What were they saying had happened?

A Different ones that you would h%mp 1r*t© as you were

coming down the street, they were saying that th® cab £rlv®r

H<d been beaten up by the police.

Q Old they say v*her@ he had been beaten up?

A No, No one really specified where. They wer«

jutt talking that he hed been drug out of his cafe,

Q Old they say they had seen him beaten up?

A One woman did. She said that she had seen him when

^ had beaten him. She lived Mk© the house next to the
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Precinct, and she had cone oat on the porch end seen

being beaten.

Q what time was that?

A The time that w© all left the Area ioaril must have

been between quarter after nine and nine-thirty*

<£ How far is your meeting at the Area Board from the

Fourth Precinct!

A About three minutes by car*

$ So you arrived at some time after nif*e»fifteen at

the Fourth Precinct, Did the people who were telling you

about the beating of Charles Smith tell you what time that

this alleged beating occurred?

A Ho, Mo one mentioned time there.

Q What did you do then? Did you stay there?

A I stayed because I began to see different people

I really knew from the UCC.

Q when did they arrive?

A I must have been there about fifteen minutes*

Q Whom were you talking about, Tim Still, Oliver

Lofton?

A Yes. wendeil.

Q Prior to their arrival was there a time when @

group of people who were part of the demonstration went Into

the Fourth Precinct!

A None of the people went in. They were trying to
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go in. They wanted to find out *hat had happened to the

driver, and each time they made a move toward the door they

were told to stay outside or, you know*

Q Old you talk to anyon® who went In?

A Ho, I didn't get to talk to anyone that went Inside

q As far as you know* no one went

A ! seen Mr* St i l l mS Nr« Wendell and Oliver Lofton

90 in. That was after angry ar§u§s?er*t outside the back door

because they did want to see the prisoner and wanted to know

why be had not had medical treatment. I believe they got

together and went in with the police captain or sergeant at

the Fourth Precinct.

i Did at some time Hr* Smith come out o f the Preciru

in the custody of other policemen?

A Yes* This was after they al l had gone Inside«

Q What time was that? Qo you recall?

A Ho, Time I didn't really know* We were just a l l

there, i couldn't specify time.

Q Old you speak to Hr. Snlth at that tlum when he

came out?

A I p i 1 glimpse of Him when he came out because

there were many people there and the police Hm4 him and they

wtre trying to bring him to the catu

Q was he walking?

A Yes. He was walking like In a slump Hke he was
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In agony. I just seen him as 1 got to the car with him,

Q when was the next time you saw Mr. Smith!

A At the hospital.

Q what hospitalI

A Beth Israel .

Q What time?

A That S can't even say. time I ticlMt look at no

more when I left the Area Board, The t1*s*e when I actually

left the hospital was about midnight.

i| To go hof&ef

A No. 1 left the hospital to §o bmck to the area

because I had went over in the beginning when Hr» Walker had

once got into the car with the prisoner when he was going tc

take him to the hospital* When I looked and seen again some

one had said he hadn't gone mn4 that the prisoner was alone

and I seen another fellow worker that 1 usually work with.

I laid to him, l ltet*s go to the hospital,11 We all got In

the car, I, myself m4 two other fellows.

Q was this Hr. $ush?

A Mr. teroy Hush and © boy by the name of Tony*

alt went over to the hospital.

Q Old anybody te l l you to go to the hospital?

A Ho. We had taken this on our own.

q How many others like yourself were at the hospital

A just the three of us.
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Q Did you see Mr. Smith at the hospital?

2 A Yes, I did.

3 Q How cfd he appear to you at that time?

4 A Welt, he w#s s t i l l slumped over l ike he was in

ftftony, &*\4 he looked r*ore afraid 1 ika he had been to ld not to

6 say anything, When we arrived ins ide , there wes a lady thsrej

7 that had a l i t t l e § ir l that was s ick, She cal led us to the

8 side and said, "You seemed to be concerned about the

9 gentleman that the pol ice brought i n . I want to t e l l you

10 what happened, when they ferou^ht th«» in her® they said he

11 had stumbled and f e l l . ' This Is whet the po l ice to ld the

12 doctors.

13 Well, we begin to talk amongst ourselves and t*ftf» "This

14 is not re&lty what happened, why don't you t e l l what real ly

15 actually happened?" This i s whm the doctors begin to talk

16 to the police to find oat what had actually h&ppmed to

17 Mr, Smith because he in the beginning di«$h*t want to have eny

18 medical work done,

Q Did you hmr the conversation between Hr. Smith and

10 the doctors or the pol ice and the doctors?

:i A Just when they asked him what h&4

2 Q Just when who had asked?

3 A The dfcctor*

4 Q And you heard that?

A i heard the doctor ask him, but I don*t know what
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ht answered back.

Q 1 understand you were alutost ki l led during the riot

A Yes* The night that Governor Hughes had passed

martial Uw, that same dny, Friday the ! | th I think, well, we

all had gone to bed In our home, About ten-thirty my s ister

called and wanted to fawtw If al l my children were at home. 1

was talking to her* Before I Mtt to feed around seven-thlrr

we had seen the National Suarc! and the State Troopers and

police. They were parked down on the corner of South Orange

Avenue and Fairmont* There were people there talking to them

and everything. About ten»thlrty whan #ie cat I a** me things

wtre quiet outside* All ©f a sudden I heard the sirens

blowing &nd tel l ing everybody to he off the street .

I got up and went to the window and just as I got to the

window, a lady on the second floor was talking to m# in con-

versation and all these trucks star tail moving from thm

corner «nd they all went In different directions. The

National Guard truck caase down our block * and I mn a&out the

fifth or sixth house In from the earner* They started

thooting at the time they got at my house. I dldn»t even

know they had shot In my nous© or X almost got h i t , I only

knew 1 fe l l to the floor, &nd I d!dn»t even know the plac®

Had been shot up as bad as It was.

we put out all the lights and everybody creeled on the

fleer for the rest of the night. As they went d&m the



streets we could hear the gunshots.

q Haw badly was your place Shot up?

A i nave two t>ig holes in the Nidroom wall 9fe$tf* that

big, and then the window s t i l l has ft&ft hole where the feultut

went through, end my drapes, So the window shade was down

and the room where i was, 1 have a blouse that was Ns*ff**i«

This is the only thing that saved mm* I had «* felowse or

coat hanging near the window* The buffet went through the

blouse m4 just ripped i t . I h&4 a raincoat. I §u@ss the

raincoat stopped the feuUet because i f I t had not» I k rw I

would be dead foday* I t ca^e right clean Zhrmi^jh the house

from the outside. I f that raincoat hadn't bmm there* 1

know I would toe de&d today*

Q; Have you ever given ®n aff idavit to that effect to

the Newark Usyal Services Project?

A Yes.

* Have you &av®d such things as the drape and the

blouse containing this hole!

A Yes.

% Have you registered a foraul complaint to anyone

other than bringing it to the attention of the Hew?&rk Legal

Services Project!

A No, no one else*

Hit. 9RXSC0LU Did you recover any bullets

from the walls?



XHt WIT»ESSI we did, but my children were

fascinated by the bullet and fiey were showing then

end they §©t mislaid. I reasember recovering two.

They were shattered very badly, but I haven"t been

able to find them since that morning.

»UI. HCYNCfti Do you receive assistance!

THE WITNESS? Yes, I do.

W8, MiYNgat for yourself and for your

children?

THE WITNESS5 Yes,

H«. M£Y«£$t This i s received through the

county1

THE MEfWitl That's right*

Nil. M£YK£fts The Aid to Dependent Children

Program.

The- KlTti&$S: Right,

HN* HtmtHi How mmf children do you have?

TH£ wiTNi$s$ I have ei§nt« tm® i% grown*

He i s out of the home« I have a son that i s

twenty, but he i s not receiving ass i s tance any

longer.

N«. HEYWCRI so you have got s i x that receive

ass is tance and yourself?

THf WITNESSt Thet»s r ight .

M*. Hf\W€R? old your husband desert you?
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THC WITNESS: Yes,

HfU HEYNEIU How toft© #§®t

THE WITHESSi About nine years*

M8U MEYI*E8t How inch 4® you get each month

for yourself and the s ix chi ldren that are i t t f t fc f i

THC WITNESS* Three hundred-one ^ l l a r s a

MR. HCYMSs And ho^ much rent do you pay?

TH£ wiTNtSSt At th is date I am paying

HS. HEYHCat for &©w many rooms!

?H£ ^ITHCSS* I tmv*

m. MEYKEftt Have you don© any i

lost eight or rtn© years?

THE MlNtMIl Wtfa I

just up until last year* My little girl started

going to ore-school*

Mil, BEYKER* Do y©y get support from your

husband?

f H€ 1

but they pat the extra tv*o dollars on for isack

payments* %o it brings it up to $20 a week

2 MR, jmiStOiU One of the issues that

frequently been mentioned in con Junction with this

whole poverty progra* is whet steps OMI be taken

maintain the family unit. Mm* can mm §<* about
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preventing th« high p&rjomtm§m @f broker* homes, thm

we have not only amon§ blacks but whites as wtlft

Oo you teve any thoughts on that subject!

THE wnmsst Yes. Mi have mmf thoughts on

that particular subject, we feel that i f a mam

that i s in the home, If h is salary does not cover

the fcxp&ns® of th& tomm for running It that

should give him

t»th&r Is In the hone.« Hut i t %mm& as

county do«s not # th is . Th«y say ff a

salary Is $40 a week or S63 or $68, ŝ ayba h

abla to gmt help from City Welfare. 8u& ff he

should 0© ovar that and h«i i s on City Welfare, they

cut tha family off lfte#, say, ha s tarts

$75 ® w©ak, sayfug he Is

!nct»J€s t€» tak« car^ & fait family snd their

This 1s why a tot of mm do loave horn©, becaus

salary Isn't high enough and we h©ve

times aiwl said %m would moch rather sssa mxr

family together snd c

from county and th# family would stay together*

county says this c*nft be done. The father has t

be out of thm home.

One thing we have found ©s*t# that the county

Mill support ft woj»»n If $fo% has a
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Is l iv ing In the home. She can take a boy friend

Into the hmm and **ey w i l l combine his Income with

herfs and they wi l l s t i l l f f * i her help. But I f I

I * the natural father of the children, he hiss to

be out of the tame before any Hmlp can fe& §lven«

MJU DfttSCGLLs Then you relate a tacfe of

opportunity on the part of a Negro to mm adequate

Income to support h is family In pert at least to

separations that take place. Is that correct?

WITNESSt 0a I say —

, DftfSCQLLi Da you feel there 1$ a relation

ship between the opportunity #n the p&rt of the

Hegro man to earn an ^cfe^u&te Income to support his

family - • that Is a factor In the miBiber of

separations that take glaeet

THE WITNESS; Host of our oases we do f ind

I t tike this.

HSi cmsctnx* Also, then, I would ®%$wm

you would feel there f t a relationship &$£w#ei

broken homes m4 the fai lure on the p&rt of the

Negro to have an opportunity for advane^nient In his

job status?

THE WlTNCSSt I f I am understanding you cor-

rectly - -

m. ORISCOLLt Let me nut I t this wayt | f



a Negro had * better opportunity to advance in his

position and hence make more money, would you

believe there would be a better chance of keeping

the home together?

THE WITNESSs Yes, 1 really do, In a tot of

cases everybody can*t get along together, but In

cases we have worked with X believe this is true,

m. DRISCOLL* iut the p^tr centre of broken

homes would in your opinion be dropped?

THE WITNESS* That's right.

MR. BftlSCOLlJ This problem of getting along

is not unique as far as any particular race is

concerned,

MR, GIBBONS8 I think we have another witness

HR. UUCHTER* Before she goes I would like to

explore for just a couple of minutes one other are*

with your permission. Is it a paying proposition

for a woman with four children to have another? Is

there any financial advantage gained by having

another child?

THE WITNESS* Many people feel that is why

more people have more children, because they are

going to get a&re money, but this is not the case.

Mft. UUCHTE8* would the average mother who is

receiving AOC in her confinement and delivery use



city hospitals ana go to pre-natal clinics and

possibly post-natal clinics?

THE WITNESS! Yes, sha does.

MR. UUCHTESs With the cost said by the

court tyl

THE WITNESS: That»s right*

m. tmcmtnt Is any birth control Infor-

mation dispensed at any of these clinics?

THE WITNESSt Just recently,

MR. LCUCHTCRt In your opinion, having lived

1n the center of Newark for a whil@, hovi extensive

Is knowledge of family pl&nnin9 or fefrth control?

Is 1t extensive, or Is It not? Do most women know

that birth control or family planning Is possible,

or do they not know this?

1HZ WITNESS: As late ®s February or mmyb®

March this Information has been &hH to be given

to the Welfare client. The caseworker didn't have

the right to tell the client about birth control

or even that she should 90 down to the Planned

Parenthood. Like myself, I might find out from

someone else and 30 down,

M«. LCUCHTCKt You say this information has

just been available in the past year?

THE WITNESS 1 Yes.



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

IS

19

to

11

12

3

4

5

walker

Mft. LEUCHT£«* Oo you feel this results In

smaller families among ooverty-stricken people*

or do you feel It will not make much difference?

THE WITNESSt I feel that It will If ft

doesn't affect the mother's health. I feel many

women have gone to the program. It started lr>

Hartland. They have classes, pre-natal sessions.

I haven't been to the hospital for quite some ti®mp

feut iwithers hmvm $®n# and hav& had tables &n<$ have

been told by the social worker they have classes

and they have hmm told whsre they can go for birth

control.

MR. t£U€HT£Rs Ho further questions*

Mfc. ®I$fi0N$f Thank you very w*uch.

whereupon,

called as a witness, sworn, testified as follows;

$y Hr. Fortunatos

Q I would appreciate It If you would giv® us your

, address, birth place, how long a resident of Nenark

A James talker. I reside at 10 Custer PlMi In

I was born September 3, 1918, and 1 have been In

thirty yr*ar$.


