ol |

s |

16 |

18
9 |

29 |

22

23

24

1w |
\l

| 5BA loan and moved.
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Whereapon,

COURINEY A, WEEKS, JR,,

called as a witness, first duly swomm, testified as reliau#

EXAMINATION
By ¥r, Fortunato:
Your home address?
351 Springfield Avenue, Newark,
Your business sddress?
Sanme,

What 18 your business?

> O » £ » O

Courtney's Very Bright One-hour &laanaxs.‘

Q Bow long heve you operated that business at
that address? il

A Three weeks,

Q Where was your business address at the time
of the disorder ian July?

A 352 Springfisld Avenue,

Q@  why are you no longer in business at that
address? A ;

A 1 bmd saticipated wmoving., Are you speaking in
reference to the riot?

Q That is correct.

A (Continuing) -- before the ii@ﬁ, and I got my

Q@ But you didn't move because of the riot?
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Jetigpsl Ne. ' The riot had nothing to do with the moving.
ff "0 Y@t Do yom have any incidents to tell us concerning

the riot and any damage to your plece of business?

“ ? SR Yem, I put it all in the statements, I haven't |

H
¥

f had & ohance to revead wy statement to refresh my wind,

bat as far as 1 can remember back --

| q How did you come to give this statement?

| A They told us to go down to Mr., Cliver Lofton's

office at 124 Branfoxd FPlace, |
Q Who told you this?

oue of the eommitteemen who came through

the

A
| riot ares, whoever was supposed to come by checking %o
£ind out whet was wrong or what damages were done,
Q Did you ocall anybody and tell them ‘&@ eme‘-;’
A Ne. Aﬂu didn't lmow who %o eall., | |
Q.’ :am you report the incident to any law enforve- |

wment officiale? ..«
'A Like the police?
Q  ¥es; 4 :
A The police is the one wm did ‘ﬂ. Emw are yom |
going to report it to them? e Anioe
Q How do you know the police did i%?
A Bow 414 1 imow the police did it?
< Yos, i : T
A #iTo.be exagt, not the State Troopers wut the

e ———————— A
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Hational Guard --.1 usually stay open late Seataurday night.
We open to mine or nine-thirty on Saturdey nights. They
told me to leave early that night, told me to close up
early because there may be & lot of snipers sround and

"we don't want to ses anybody get shot innccently,” so I
did leave sarly.

¥R, MEYNER: Who said this?

THE WITHESS: The Hational Gua:

d, 86 I
left early, About three or four o'cloock that
morning Mr, ﬁasaama‘aallaa ne and told me they
were really shooting up everything., "They were
shooting up your place and broke it up and

| everything," 1 was going dowa, but when I
found out 4t was the law doing it I decided
there wasn't no win there; I can't go down there
and raise neo Cain, I1f it was shot mp, it just
.. stay shot up.
VR, MEYWEHR: When 414 Mr, Sessoms tell
you thati ; ;
THE W1IFESS: Early that morning, Sunday
morning.
HR, MEYNER: Sunday, 4 a.m,?
. ZHE WITRESS: Yes,

. S MR, MEYNER:; Where did you see Mr, Sessoms
" ;44 n**$u%¥a?@ﬁ@?wTL i S e
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THE WITNESS: Well, I didn't do nothing.

#T Just said the heck with it, I did menage to

get through after being searched three or four

times. I did menage to get to the store to

See what damages were really done, That is

when I went over to his store and he told me

all about it.

MR, MEYNER:; When you went over to Mr,

Sessons? aﬁaxn-uas his store dameged?

THE WITHESS: You csn say that again,

They throwed pool balls through his store,

¥R, MEYNER: This was Sanday moming?

THE WITHESS: The next moming,

What morning is the next morming?

A 1 can't remembder the exact date, If my memory

| serves me, it wes Saturday night this happened,

“ 1 Sunday morning that this heppened,

19 |

It was

Q If you would like, I will read that paragraph

| of your statement: *I was told on Saturday night, Jwly 15,

1967, by one of my neighbors, Jake Sessoms, that the State

Troopers first and then later the Eational Guard were

store because 1 was ¥old the National Guard and the State

Police were shooting at all stores that had 'Soul' written
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on the front, Ny store had 'Soal' written on it%, end I
did not want to take a chance on being shot, My wife and
1 arrived at 352 Springfield Avenue at ten-thirty,”

A That is wmorning,

Q Tat is ten-thirty Sunday moming?

A Right.

Q@  Could this be Monday morning rather than Sunday
morning? '

A  ¥o, no, That was definitely Sunday morning
because I remember when 1 came im -- I am pretty sure
because it seems to me -- 1 am pretty sure it must have
Been Sunday morning, It happened Saturday night, if wy
pemory serves me correct, because that next day when I
went in there =-- it must have been Sunday moming, but I
don't imm 4o have it &8s aa actual statement that I am
saying Seturday or Suaday becsuse I don't really truly
remember, Bubt you do know when I went in there what

| happened.
19 1

Jon't you remember how the

riot started the first night when there wes the

trouble outside the precinct s’mm.ml? Then 1t
day night m there was a good deal

arbance, It wes Fridey that the troopers
1 Guard came in, That is
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< THR WITNESS: Saturday night,

MR, MEYNER: 4nd you came in Sunday
morning?

THE WITNESS: Right,

MR, MEYNER: When you came in was Mr,
Seascns' place damaged, too?

THE WITNESS: TYes, definitely., HMr.
Sessoms' place was damaged.

MR, MEYNEHR: Yours couldn't have been
damaged Saturday ané his Sunday?

THE WITHNESS: No, It all happened at the
same time all over the city at the same time,
There wasn't no two nparﬁc nights or days,
Ciinton Avenue, Springfield Avenue, West Market
Street, 811l of it happened at & given time.

By Aﬁr. Fortunatos
What was that given %ime?

1 ean estimate, I can say about two, three-

thirty in the momming.

This was Saturdey night, Sunday morning?

Yes,

And he can pinpoint it by
hig business being open., He would not have been
open on Sunday, Normally he does not conducty
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 the streel, which was absolutely empty, there wasn't
fnétking there but 2 scda mschine,
88 this room here, I had "Soul” -« ne, I hed, "This is
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By ¥Hr, Portunnto:
Are you normelly open on Bunday?

Yes,

-3

To you have anything written on your window?
Yes, ;

What?

= 0O » O

On the store I wes in then I had the word
"Soul Brother” and the store that I was renting asoross

The vision was as clear

other window,

MR, GIBBOES: Wes that dammged?
PHE WITNESS: Yes, the whole place was

shot up, The empty stors was shot up., There
wagn't a thing in the store. You go %o my store|
now and go take & look at the bathroom. The
bathroom door was like this here and the outside
" deor iw right mma it. You can mee 2ll the
holes, The holes are st11l there,
estimate in the old stors?

' fHE WITNESS: They aimed at each word of
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_the word "Soul," the "S," the "0," the "U," and
then their marksmsnship got kind of bad because
they didn't quite hit the "L."
By Mr, Portunato:

Q Wbat precisely did Mr, Sessoms tell you when

f' he called you on the telephone, as best ybu can recollect?

A He told me that they were -- the State Troopers
and the National Guards were shooting up evexrything that
has got "Soul” on it up and down this avenue.

Q 21d he tell you how they knew they were the
State Troopers and the Naticnal Guard?

A _ He was right there, In fact, I called the
Fire Department myself, which is down on the corner,
because I happen to know & couple of the chiefs and people |
in there. I do their work, I asked them what was going
on, but they gave me an altogether different story,
A@aerding %o them 1f they got a chance they were going out
because they were supposed to bs under selge themselves,

and it was amusing o me when I came down that Saturday

Yet they were under seige from suipers and the troopers

| Woexes we 3ot kmov because the fire is so:invense we
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get you some information,"

Q@ You made a comment that all the damage was done
at a certain time by law enforcement officisls. How do
you know this?

A I guess you would call them rumwors, but from
talking with gther merchants, I am a member of the
Springfield Avenue Association and elso vice president of
the Newark Business naagmn. That put me in position %o
talk with many of the merchants, Evaxyaaﬁ of them hit
around the seme time, They all give about the same tinme
for the amctions, In faot, 1 guess you would constitute
it as rumor, but all the reporters -= there wasn't a
reporter on the street at that particular time. They were
all called down for some big, imy@rﬁaat-phany announoe-
ment, They was all called xﬁgﬁt dﬂﬁﬁ to the armory at
that particular time, So %hat‘ua know this ﬁas'uat
something accidental. This was planned, prepared and
carried out. i | _

MR, GIBBONS; Where did you hear that
rumoxr? rd e |

THE WITNESS:; The exact souree I couldn't
give at %&a'h$ﬁwnt. 1 don't remewber. This
answers iﬁuuli Was there a ploture ora
statement? I went on TV and I &hﬁwna tkn
bullets on 2V,
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‘avqrxthing I sald pertaining to the riot was

sccused the State Troopers and the police of

"poliaﬁlar State Troopers had done that next day .

‘ waak latar. They ha& 8 weeting up at the State

Symphony Enll because I am on the sﬁaarxng

,uight ud& ww aru daius a yxwﬁtr 5@@6 zuh of

Weeks

. We had the meeting up at the bank and
taped and shown on IV except the part where I

this act, That part, of course, was cut ouh,
Theres was no reports -- 1 didn't see anything

in any newspapers concerning anything that the

a8 Mit, MEYNER: You made this statement on
Sunday? ,

@EE WITHESS: At~th1a m&a%&n&? Yo,

Mﬂ. KEYNERy Yﬁa said you made a tape for
7V. When dié you ﬁaku thut?

ﬁﬁE WITRESE: 1 %htak that wam-ahwat ]

Bank on Eprinﬁiinld Avenue, IJpringfield Avenue
Asaa@iatian. I w&éq it thua. @h@ other time
was whnn we anllad thm big meeting ﬁewn at

qeﬁﬁiﬁ#&ﬂvﬁi'thmﬁ organization to txy to

rebuild img at ﬂi}gﬁh&t&»lﬁ &ﬁnm. At the |
noment we have on Springfield Avenue the &yiimg#
. which I

fialﬁ Avlnnn Amwa aam»luint b

txyiag t@ rnbﬁild ﬁh@ imaga ua innt @ha pecple
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| either. That is easy to cheok,
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18 || | any
| news there about the scousations concerning the shooting
i up of the stores,
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| 1%,
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will start shopping on Springfield Avenue again,

and try %o get night business., Being in business,
that is helpful to me,

By Mr, Jaffe;

Q Pid you on television make the comment about the
press conference being called at two or three o'clock in
the morning? Was that comment on the tape?

A About all the reporters being off the street?
Q Yes,

A No, I d41dn't make it that particular time,
Q Hed you know about that when you went on

A I can't remember if that was before or after

" How would you check it7?

A No. 1, if you check the newspapers for that

Bo. 2, the reporters that may have been on duty that

mmu Glllﬂisa !ba dan't have nny recole
1oetion of wharn raa sm# that informationy

mus w:mnzasg I uith 1 eauld rwm;uh&r.
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Q It is not that you are reluctant to tell us?

A How 1 think I know where I got that from. 1
believe 1 got it from Kr, Black,

Q Is this Al Black?

A Al Black, |

Q Chairman of the Commission on Civil Rights?

A

Yes, I believe that came at the Governor's

hearing at the Abyssinian Baptist Church, I beliasve
that is where I heard it, I am not pesitive. 1 think
Senator Parsekisn's meeting that time. I am not positive
of 1%, v :
| ¥R, MEYNSER; How is your business now
compared to what it was?

to the SBA & loan, managed to sacquire late and
good equipment, and in the three weeks I have
been in business on Springfield Axuﬁua,.hﬂniunaar
is better,

KR, MEYNER: What were your damsges
roughly? .

THE WITHESS; 2&4‘eal?*prnhlnn.llarhgwxa;
is arguing with the peopls sbout paying up for |
lothes ihat were shot up, When they shet
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through the window, neaturally a bullet traveled
through the shop and through the people's
olothes,

MR, MEYNER: But you gave them back their
clothes with the axooptién that they were
damaged, is that it?

THE WITHESS: Yes, those I managed to talk
out of %rying to sue me, I am using the old
routine that sooner or later they are going %o
pay off and when they pay off, I will pay you
off,

MR, MEYNER: How long did you say you
have been in business?

THE WITWESS: 1 have sctually been in --
well, that is & good question really beosuse «-

¥R, MEYHER: How long have you been in
business in Wewark?

THE WITHESS: I would say sbout twelve,
fourteen years,

MR, MEYHER: What do you think ceaused
these riote?

 THE WITNESS: Well, that's a - not really
& difricult'question to answer becauss frastratidn
can m2ke you do a lot of things. I will pat it
%o you this way: If I nesd something bad and
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beg you to help me and you don't, I am going %o
get 1t, Vouldn't you?

. MR, MEYNER: You mesn there wasn't enough
response to the needs or the pleas of these
pecple?

THE WITNESS:; I have worked constantly on
various orgenizations., I love eivie work, so I
am deeply involved in it; not politiecal, civie,
I don't like political, ut I do like civie
with meny organizations, and I know sometimas
you get down to the Complaint Bareau, To give
you an illustration, last week & woman came
down with 2 $431.61 judgment against her, The
attormeys filed a lien, went to court and had
e judgment a@intt her for stuff she bought,
When she brought the papers down and I looked
a2t them, even though what they say may bde true,
maybe it was a deal where she was shaocking and
left and she might have agreed when she was
going to buy the furniture with this fellow she
was with -- 2ll that may be true, but that
wasn't the important thing, The important
thing is she hadn't signed a paper., She hed
a little two-bit restaurant, They had slapred
her with this bill for this fellow's furniture
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and was going to make her pay for it because the
judge had slready sigmed the papers, snd she
had it registered down at the eity bhall, Her
eredit i3 ruined. She can't even buy suppies.
o that is an idea,

After I took the case and went to work om
it, now I got a letter from them and everything
is all right, She didn't have to pay the money,

Mother illustration of what can frustrate
you, & man went out end bought a car, a cheap |
car, A guy can't afford no decent car, a
$100-car where the taxes came to $103. He
tried 1t out in the lot, it vorked beautifully.
He drove 1t out of the lot and got home with it.!|
That night the car fell apart., He called then |
up and tried to give them the car back, ¥No.
Saturday the car fell apart, Nonday morning
bright and early he took the car back to the
pecple, They %old him, "You bought this ear
unconditionally so how cen you expect, what &
you want out of me? You signed the paper, It
says unconditvicnal as is, What do you went out |
of me?™ ¥

" "He said, "Uneonditicusl er no unconditional,

‘the ©er is n6 good, I can't drive 1%." So they
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threw him out, He came down, made a complaint,
We called them up and let them know that the
packing of a motor with a heavy oil will make
ény car sound good. "Now, legally there is
nothing we can do to you. You are legally
within your rights, but moxall; the Springfield
Avenue Merchants Associstion is going to sse to
it that the Springfield Avenue Fews carries a
complete story on the episocde, letting the
people in the ghetioc know exactly hqw you
operate, If you think you are going to continue
pulling pecple out of the ghetio into buying
your cars, you are mistaken,"

About en hour somebody from that office
called up, got the man's name snd addris'c. 4
got in touch with him, he went up end got is
$103 bveok,

Ieansemandanmthmuwmamu
of how people are being fleeced. We worked with
¥r., EKrebds, You probably know kr, Krebs,

MR, MEYNER: He has been helpful?

THE WITNESS: Definitely helpful, and he
has told us point blank anything we run soress
that iz illegal and we don't want to open up
on them, to let mmm he will go to
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vork on i%, 8o this orgenization is trying to
do some good, We get a lot of lip service.

Everybody will promise you the lioon,

I have been to & lot of these investigating

committees and I have heard -- after I leave,
that 18 the last I hear., I don't even get a
card saying, "Thank you for coming.” What the
people need is something., It iz like these
govermment programs and with the anti-poverty
pPYogrems,

MR, MEYRER: How about the system of
relief and assistance? '

THE WITWESS: Welfare? I don't under-
stand your question,

mo i -A‘.  §

ER: Do you think that has been
helpful?

THE WITHNESS: I am definitely anti-welfarel
The reason for that is I feel that welfare is
a noose around somebody's neck, There is no
opportunity for anyone in welfare to advence,
If you are on welfare, you have got to be &
eriminal in order to stay straight. The money
you get 1! enough to exist on, and I know cases
which we Wen't go into where people sneak out
nights committing erimes, working to make that
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extrs money, 8o that they can get something
extra or decent. I% is a homewrecker. It
encourages men to leave home,

Ix‘yéa have got four or five kids, 1t is
easier to run away and have the law looking for
you and duwp them thaé %o stay home and try to
work something out. I am not the least bit in
sympathy with the present system of welfare,

I am in favor of welfare when & man is hungry
and he needs hglp, bat I don't cherish the
gystem they are now using.

MR, MEYNER: Is= there any difficulty in
placing a numbers bet or a horse bet in that
ssoction? ' ‘

THE WITNESS: In my seotion? Very dif-
fiou1t, and if it wam't diffioult I would ell
et , »- . ‘
| MR, LEEQETER:‘ You started to talk about
your r&&mtiani ﬁ@ #ha &nfi-pavarﬁy Progran,

ﬂﬁE‘ﬂIﬂKﬂﬁS:_.@er#ain phages of the anti-
poverty prngraa‘ia.wanﬂartul. I worked like a
aag_qn‘ihs.anﬁifpgvurﬁy program, 1 wrote a
yrayﬁ&gl ap, had it aat up, bad iv okayed,
want %o ﬁhﬁhinatan and 1t was okayed, Tyenton
okmyed 1%, The ueo, ity hall ckayed it. When
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1t got beck to ¥ewark and sent to Manpower, they
knocked 1t down,
I had a Cleagners and Dyers school in wmind),
The cleaning industry is in dire need of presserp
spotters, countergirls, If someone in the
industry knows anyone to talk ﬁiﬁh.aonaaraiag
this, you would anderutah& what I mean, how
diffienlt it is to get a decent presser or
spotter today. But they knocked 1t down,
Today the problem is this: There isn't
enough coalition or working together between
the government and private industry to bhandle
the jobs, The CEF program which is scross the
street from me, I have heard comtinual amlaintr
from people who attend schools, graduste, come
out feeling, "This is it., I have got 1t made."

I now one fellow I hounded to death, rede him
like a father rides & child, and then took him
ap to Skill Bank end got into school. And
when he greduated as a welder, where did they
send him? Hillside Meadows, which makes a
racket out of this, He worked long enough and
when 1% 1s time to get in the union, all of &
sudden yon ain't got no job mnd there you &re,
right back out. fThere is not decent jobs for
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the people to setually get the jobs. You can
pat 100 puplls in school and them when you come
out, there are about 10 jobs,

This %o me is the worse thing in the world
to tell & man to build up his hopes, get him
all prepared, He spends three or four mouthe
fighting to get this education and then when
he comes back out he is right back where he was,

MR, MEYNER: Thers is & certain oriminal
element in the ecommunity, people that steal and
who would enter a house at night?

THE WITHEESS: Definitely.

MR, MEYNER: Do the police really check
this situation?

THE WIINESBS: Yes. ¥We had & condition
in our neighborhocd of the junkies hanging out
on the corners, Along with the merchant on the
corner, the tavern owner, we worked with them
and we vansged by raising encugh hell downtown
to clean that cormer up., That is pretity well

clemned up, but that is Just ome corner, Thay

shift from one somer to snother comer. I am
not anti-junkie, I am not against them anymore
than 1 am againet anybod

else. I am against
erime regardless of who commits b, but my




10

11

12

13

id |

15 |

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

25

Weeks 101
sentiments concerning the narcotics is probably
a little different than you would feel, I don't
comdemn the nercotic, I condemn the system,
because this joker couldn't get higher and
couldn't get his dope if somebody wasn't paying
off somebody and dope wasn't allowed to come in,

The part thet hurts me is the narcetie,
all he is deing is supporting the corrupt
systen that permits this thing to ge on.

MR, MEYHER; Is that not true with
respect to gambling, too? |

THE WITHESE: Gambling, if you are talking
about guys baving a little tong game --

¥R, FEYSNER: You mean the numbers aren't
played mtivaly?

THE WITHBSS; Like it was when I m a
youngster, Years age the numbers racket was a
biz thing, Teoday it is no big thing.

¥R, HEYSER: People are too smart, you
think?

THE WITHESS: I don't lmow if they are toe|
smart, It 18 just it don't excite nobody ng-
more. You try to get a book on the average
place now you ain't going to make nothing for
the risk you are teking, You are going %o get a
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| tresmen: ‘papeing. ' Who 18 going to help you? The police
| ¢ ain't going to put up nothing unless you have

got'm big book. They will let you rot in jail,

nybody who ocarries & book up and down the

| street today needs his head examined. There is
|| ©  really nething behind it,

L ; ' CHAIRMAW LILLEY: Any other questions?

| Thank you very much for coming,

o |l R
(Witness exoused, )
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Jan you give us your home address?

570 Clinton Avenue.

In Newaxk, W “"7 non

P Wistiess SEdvens”

That is the same.

ind do you operate a Business at that mddresss
That is correet,

Osn you desoribe the business?

Ve @ ladies' fashion and wear shep, wostly
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