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‘a8’ you may know,
THE WITFESS: Right, The other lady is
‘mot here, This lady lives across the street.
She was able to get & better view because her
house is back, There is a small parking lot
on the corner, The people real clese, 1 don't
blame them, ZThey were not going to get ay 1n
the windows like they were Bhooting in, I
wouldn't have g@%tea'ay and locked ocut myself,
to pull a blind back and look out. This lady
happens to be back far enough that she can look
and not worry too much sbout them shooting at
 §£2.~
CHAIRMAN LILLEY: Any other questiocnms,
gentlemen? 'Thank you very much,

(Witness exoused,)

Whereapou,

ROBERT H, PITIS

'CHATRMAN IILIEY: Thank you for coming
hﬁra tonight, Mr. Pitts,

EXAMINATION
By Br, Portunato:

4@ Tell u# where you reside.
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I live in Elizabeth, New Jorsey,

Do yeu have & place of business in Newark?
Yes, I do,

Where is that laaataﬁ?

At 991 Bergen Street, Newark,

A
Q
A
Q
A
Q

A Since January, 1967, Before that I hmd moved

How long have you had that business there?

from my Market Street address in Newaxk, ,

< Lo you own and operate that business?

b Xen, ‘>

Q Can you tell us your business and what happened f
to it during the Ka&ax& riot?

A I o a pet shop. I ®ell all kinds of pets :
ané a&»@l;an, During the riot my glasses were broke out,
1 d&&nﬁtva@a'wha broke them out, but when I got there
that morning I wes told by four or five, six different

| people. Those pecple I can't find today, Some of them I

cen't., There is only one fellow I cen get my hands on
that did see some of this action, that the Neational Guards |

and the fte

te Troopers were either Iknocking them out with

EALAORY . oo ok oF B ,
@ When did this ocour?

A This is in July, I don't remember the exmet

dates, Dmtes mean nothing to me,
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Q@ Do you know the day of the week?
A& 1t was Sunday moxning when 1 got bmck and found
ny glasses had beon broken out,
q Did you work on Saturday?
. & . I wexrk everyday,
Q  What time did you leave your premises on
Saturday?
A I think I left my business about seven-thirty
Batuxday.
Q Lo you work cn Sundey normelly?
A Yea, 1 4@.‘,
Q And you came %o work?
A o, 1 left my business and 1 had gone over to
a friend of mine's house, a couple of people's houses,
I was pretty well interested in what was golng on in the

area, . There was a lot of excitement during that time, I

- was wainly interested in staying in the area %o watch my

store to see to it that nothlng happened to it from the
rioters or anybody else. I never expected anything from
the polilce, iﬁﬁ were uander a curfew then, Everybody bad
to be off the street by ten o'clock aayway, 8o I had
planned to go out of tewn to a party im Hed Bank, and I

| 4id with some friends of mine, You really had to travel,

You had to bave a map te get out of the elty or to get in
the city because the Natvignal Guard had all the streets
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| ﬁlaekmd oﬁf. vhlana y@u lived 1m the area and even if you

éi& liva iu aema axvua, ﬁhay wouldn't 1¢t~you 1& or out.
Sy ﬁh iianlly‘sut out of the ecity abnut nine or nine=-
ﬁhimﬁy W&an I lnft tha at@rm thn glmﬁs was all in tao#.
ﬁhaxu was nathias Wrong. I uhmakad things ta see nobody
| uma in ‘the area, wh@n I w@az hy'#hara, there was a@h@dg
iﬂ ﬁhn street mhe only thing you aeulé see, were the
xatiaaal @naxﬁs paﬁralling ap end éawm, and the %&atn

?elieu.
10 §§

o Se I 151% with my friends and we were partying and

. &%&ye& @ut all n&ght leng. Im fact, I éi&n'v go ham». 1

L || came xigh% baok to Newazk. is vas about six otelook,

m~i Ehsrm was aa aansa e@ming haak anyway bacamaa yaa manlﬁn't

| 3%% baak uﬁter twn a'nlawk. whnn 1 g@t hank I rnuﬁﬂ all
15 |

6 i' ug glaaann bxnk&a aut nmﬁ pmanla warm n%unﬁxng all over
;/f% *hﬂ atwmﬁta in ha%hrabaa umé all, ana thmy wara tallimg
} % na aa%uﬁlly'vhat haypsaaﬁ, ana some ef tha paagla I huﬂ
w’}‘ bacn aut with that aighﬁ. Sowme ef the paayla tha$ livn
:Z %.ammwca wha atxuuﬁ wexa taliina ma haw t&a ﬂmtiaanl @uara
i had bmama aat thm sluat. One 1&&; scross the atruat n.,
- | a xuxnatmx» at@rw, naﬁ she %wlé me that they had sh@t ”

| hﬁw glassea am% and nuﬁe har~semm outsiée uhile thmy bxaka
23 || ie anipnl sud
inww har xtarw

| 2% ’”Eﬂ} w%at i tha nnmm of that lnéy?
25 | [ B ) e Yiws ¥ bed |
A nwnny. Ennny'a Sales aenyaay sn; told me she

24
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Pitts 149
saw them break out my glasses, and they wouldn't even let
her ganh@nefgrgbﬂﬁk in her business until after they had
went on, ; |

. .. There was also a couple of other people that 1lived
acxoss the street, Since then they have moved, and a few

other people that won't even bother coming down, They are

afraid or they elaim they are afraid something might happen

or they arxe toc damned 1azy.
~ Q Is this Nancy Perguson that operates Naney's
Salen?
| A ﬂishﬁ. gk |
I had a ocouple of animals, I had an Albino maan@ﬁ;

8 very rare animal, and I hed him in the window, and &

monkey, What makes it so bad, they saw these animals,
They were in big cages, A racoon ig not g_umall aﬁimnl.
ﬁhywu§ righﬁ in the trwmt,_aﬁﬁ ﬂh@evar 1t was that knoocked
the 31;33 out knooked it righ%~in. 1 th@u&kt he was dead
when I came in, E% had glsss over him, and he was out
but uet very budly. Evidently he was secured inside be-
cause 1 ®0ld him later after they had a big to-do sbout
@ng axga ﬁamabaﬁy-eama in gna bought it, In fact, my
shop was aa‘talaviaian. A day or so 1a%¢r somebody ceme
1a aﬁﬁ hmught this antmnl and taak him aff. I haven't
,,«a‘gnythimg aimaa then,

1 had a ﬂankay ulsm tnjured Durtng the tima I had

R ———E
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. any of the kids from coming, you know, in or out, BShe

' wight come in my shop., With her there they wouldn't, She

| even know about this, I have been told about it, but I

- kind of late getting down here ms it was,

mnent sziaiala, Federal or Ztate?

mr@gy.~ 1 gave them the names of the people that I could
get. The only one I could get to testify is this Joseph

Pitts ' 150

let my dog == 1 have & watchdog, 1 let her loose to keep

killed about six or seven puppies on me, They just happenefl
to get out of the case at night, I had a pen, They were
all pemmed up, buak_thmmw, and they Jjust happened to olimb
over, snd she killed them, ZThis I don't blame on anybody.

I jast had to let her loose because I was afraid somebody

is & good watchdog.
That's about a1l I can tell you.
Q You indicated most of the peopia had moved away,
A There are quite a few people there, but the othel

people won't come down to testify, OSome of them don't
forget. They reminded we today about this meeting. I was

Q@  But one neighbor is this Mr, Hayden you speci-
fically referred to?
A Tew,

Q Did you report this ineident to any law enforce-

A Yes. There are & couple of them we reported

it to, The Legal Aid Soclety, and there is one other
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- even want to get involved in the whole thing,.

Fitts 15}

BEayden. There was ancthsr fellow, two brothers thet lived
directly across the street from my shop, They were right
there and saw everything, I gave them their names, but
since then they moved away. Where I don't know, There is
also another party who lives on the same level that these
two fellows, but in the back apartment, They were right

there and they saw everything, too. They said they don't

That is about all that I can tell you on that,
CEAIRMAN LILLEY: Any questions? Thank

you very much for coming,

CERTIFICATE

I, JOSEPH P. HEADING, a Certified Shorthand Reporter
and Hotary Public in and for the State of FNew Jersey, do
hereby certify that the foregoing is an accurate transcript

of my stenographic notes to the best of my ability.
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