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WILLIB J. ODOM
oalled as & witness, first duly sworn, testified ms follows:

Thank you fTor coming,

£

Can you tell us where you reside?

Yes, sir, 62 Mapes Avenue.

Newark?

Yeu, sir,

Do you have a place of business in Newark?
Yen,

Where is that located?

09 Bergen Street,
What is the nature of the business?

prd and gift shop.
Are you next door to the barber shop?
Yo, ®ir, |
Where are you located?

> P P £ B O > £ F £ P £ »

I am on the corner of Mapes Avenve., I an the
second store from the corner of Bergen and Mapes Avenus.
4 . Do you have an ineident to relate to us that

| nappened to your shop during the Newark riots?

of when the windows were brokea

| 1 olosed up early and I went home and wen® to bed.
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Y ymmt night was that?

This was, I think, the thirteenth,

The thirteenth was & Thursday, |
Thig was & Sunday, I daa?t know the exact date,

S w B » B

Phis would be Seturday night, July 15, or early
Sunday wmorning, July 167
A Hight

Q Oan you tell us what time d4id you gzo home that

A I cloee up st mpproximately eight o'clock.

Q  ind you left your sstablishment?

A Yes,

Q  What condition was the ostablishment in when
you left?

A Undamsiged, no demage at 8ll vhen I left at
eight o'clock that night,
VWihen was the next time you saw your businese?
At #ix o'clock the next momning,
That would be Sunday worning?

You, sir. =
Ts 1% usual for you to go to youx

& b o > O

business on

Sunday moraing?
A ¥o, sir,
@  Vhy 414 you go?
7 & 1 have & neighbor who lives across the street
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from my business who called me at three o'clock Saturdaey

Q What is your neighbor's name? Is there any

| resson not to mention her?

A 1 was threatensd,

Hexr neme is Thelma,

Q If you would rather mot disclose it --

What were you told by the neighbor?

A She ealled me up and told me the State Troopers

| were shooting into my store, This was at three-thirty.
| she ssked what was I goiug to do, I said, "Hothing. Ton't

I §
| you do saything, "

1 went back to bed, Approximately an hour later she

 called me up and maid, "They are breaking out your windows,

Wnat are you going to dot” I said, "l-am still not golng

to do awmnﬁin”

1 stayed home until six o'closk, Then Ibwwaﬁ down
o0 cheek the store out.

At ®ix o'clock Sunday morming?

This was after the curfew,
- Yhat did you see?

¥y window was broken, I have pictures of this,

2 »» £ » B

where are those pi@#mrﬁnﬁ
4.1 have them, not in my possession on we now,

wat T do have piotures of this, ©Oo I saw the windows were
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broken and the front dbashed in, The bullet holes wers
in the walle &nd stuf? like this, I iumediately called
the ocuncilman and told him what was happening., He told
we I must be kidding, that the State Troopers wouldn't
break them out, I know Reverend Cantrell is affiliated
with the Police Department, He said he had been up all
night and was very tired, there was nothing he couléd do,
and he said I should call my councilman, So I called him
back and I said, "I think you should get in touch with the
mayor or the Governor because this is reverss action,”
It doesn't leok good for the mayor te have the police
ghoot up the shops., 1 couldn't get sny answer any place,
1 called the N¥ational Guard, I figured if I could get a
commander of the National Guard, if I could get the head
of ths Police Department to stop this, I figured that
¥aybe my shop and B couple of more was the only one they
had done,

“ " imen I called the pclice headgquarters they denied
it was the police, 1 ocalled the National Guard, The
¥ational Guard says it wasn't the Nationel auﬁrﬂ.

Then 1 got together with my neighbors, Joe Bandana

%; who ‘owms the beauty parlor next door, end we celled the

press, We celled the press, This wes about seven o'clock

in the momning, We finally got the press call us back

about ten o'clock and said they were going to send someone
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v What press did you ecall?
/We oalled CBS,
Did they send somebody out?
They sent someone out,

Deseribe that,

bl
A
Q
A
<
A

owners, - My store was broken into, the window was broken

They sent the man out to interview the store

and bashed in pretty bad, They decided to take the inter-

| view in wy store. When they came™to interview me the
| police didn't went to allow them to interview me, They

~ told them they couldn't interview, The man from the press

said, "This is news, You can't stop news," ’

The man that was going to interview me, he took him
around the eorner and he came basck shaking hie head and
he said, "I will still have to interview him, This is uews+
They tock me in the store and we had a liveA interview on
television.

Q - I teke it they brought in their equipment?
..., Right, B8Sure, It is a portable camera they
vave, . It is vary easy to carry around, After they Inter-

viewed me and everything that afterncon g
Q - What ﬁiﬁﬁfﬂmﬁ this?
A . Sundey approximately eleven o'clock when the

cBS came, I was on at four ofcloek and eleven ovelook that

R
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night,” The next morning i3 when I got the call, I didn't
get the eall; wmy wife got the call, and they said they
were going to kill me,

Q@ 7 Yom didn't get the call?

A Fo. It was received at my house,

Q ' 'What éid your wife tell you ebout the call?

A She said that someone called and asked did
Willie Odom live there, could they speak to Willie Odom,.
She told them, "He i® out now." He szaid, "You tell that
such and such son of a'-; ¥ they were going to kill me,

'Q Can you relate exactly what the conversation
wae that your wife told you?

A They said, "You tell that blmsock uigger we are
going to kill him,”

@7 Pid the oaller say who he was?

A’ " ¥No, but I only implicated the State Troopesrs
when I was on television, So I an presuming they said,
*We are golng to ¥kill hin," so it wean that it was a group

| and I only implicated one individual. That was the State
o f $roopers, 1 presume thiz was from the State Troopers, I
| oouldn't say, bat I had only mentioned the State Troopers

| bscaise this is actually who broke my windows. It wasn't

State Troopers; they were driving State Troopers' cars,
tore Almo when I emme up there the next morning at six
steloek I 'had my notebook out, so I took the numbers down
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; ;‘ of any oars, and the guys stopped me and threatened to

. ff pat me in the jail becsuse I wes taking down numbers,

? %? He took the pad that I had awey from me and tore the

. numbers of the police car that I had off the pad, but of

| course, I remembered them, I just jotted them back down

%: on the pad, so 1 have the nuwber of police cars and everye-
2 ?; thing.

3;; Q Where were these police cars?

. ;j A Riding on Bergen BStreet, The ones 1 took the

m"g nunber of was the one ﬁ@ there at six o'clock, I even

11 | stopped the police, I stopped the city police that morning

2 Il at six o'clock, and I asked them could they get in touch

. ;ﬁ with some of the supervisors to stop this becmuse to we I

|| see the State Troopers just as bad as the rioters., They
15 g are worse beoause they are supposed to be protecting law,
16 % snd they are going around sheooting up the shops. To me
W‘,% they are worse thaan the rioters, Ilet's face it, if the
18 @ police won't protect you, who 18 going to protect you?

19 f ... Q . What were the numbexrs of ﬁhg cars that you saw
r Sunday at 6 a.m.? . _

21 % . in. A .1 dou't bave it w;th ne, I'hava it on inxbxuatiga
e ? in the house. | gk _
23 ‘z.v . @  Dbid the people who t0ld you about the fmot #@ux
# || gtore had been shot into give you the numbers of the State

% || police oars?. it
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A Yes, six, and I bad & wan that lives over my

store give we the number, Actusally I have the nuuber from

four different people,

Q Is it the szawe number?
1t is the same nuwber,
How wany cars were there?

ﬂime ®

o2 D P

Where were you when the cell was made talywur
wife?

1 was at wmrk‘w

You were not at home?

Ho.

Did you receive any other telephone calls?

Bo other calls, |

o p B PP D

Police oar? .

v A Yes, sure, I also have with the PBI -- I have
paperback i@w&:ﬂ; Cne of the actual bullets that was
lodged within the paper book, I still have several holes
where the bullet went through, in the store, I alsc have
a door almost as thick as this table that was penetrated

| by & bullet. This had o be a highepowered rifle to go
through & dooxr as thiek as this table,

MR, GIBBOES:; You say the FBI has that
ballet?

Will you make available the number of the State

15
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THE WITRESE: I wmade them stipaulate I
could get 1t back at any time. So on request
they will actually returm that bullet to me.
By Mr, Portunatos

Q What other law entmr@mmanf-affieials have you
complained te about this other than what you have already
said?

A Well, I filed a complaint down st the mayor's
Hamaw Relations Commission, snd I contacted my lawyer

10 ;
| sotually. I have about $400 worth of desmeges. It cost
11
me about $300 to get my front fixed, and I had merchandise
12
shot up in the store. I had records in there that were

13 |
| &hot throu

gh, & stack of records. So it is approximately
“ 1 aveun:sav0ier $500 for the damages,
15 " B0 I contacted my lawyer to sctually see if he could
b ;? take the case, He said he would charge me $250 to go to

’ | oourt, so this has knocked 1% out,

] I would like to say cne thing, What reference is
? || tats neartag fort ‘Bverybody seems o think that this
|| a1dnrt nappen, that this really d1du't happen. But,
ZI ; gentlemen, I have a store there that is shot up, There
v g is & wan down there dead, who was the gentlemen that ocame
¥ i by uy store, with 39 bullets in him, It don't take 39
24 i dullets to kill no man, T don't think snybody can survive
5 |l ' '

i %9 bullets,
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I would like Tor you to take a realistic view, What

you are goimg to do is truly up to you., If there 1s any
doubt in anybody's mind here of really what happened or
of whether it was the State Troopers, I will tell you one
thing: At twelve o'clock the night my store was shot up --
ny brother lives on the other side of Bergen Street, 1
stayed to his house until about eleven o'clock, eleven~
thirty, and I walked mcross Bergen Street, There was one
car on Bergen Street and it belongs to the gentleman next
door to me, It was an cld station wagon. For the whole
%lock of Bergen Street for six blocks there was one car,
and I didn't see one individual there at twelve o'clock at
night, Maybe somebody else came on the street afier then,
but at twelve o'clock there wasn't one car, I am pretty
sure that with the Siate Troopers shooting down the street
there wasn't anybody on the street, If they had been there
they would have been dead like the other fellow shot
taking out the garbage,

it isn't a fact that you are trying to say who
sctually did it, We Imow who did it. It is just a naftcr
of: What are you going to do?

Q You made & comment to the effect that you
wondered whether people believe that it happened,

A  Actually happened,

s @ What put this doudt in your mind that people
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would not believe what happened? .

K+ "After I called the councilman up he says, "You
are kidding. The police wouldn't do 1t." I feel this,
to0. We are all intelligent people., If I was & goveraor
or whatever, if this did hmpp?n == this is why I tried
to oontnet the head of these individumls, This to me is
& stupid thing for a pelice department to do, a very stupid
thing, They talk about the ricters, It is a bad thing,
"look how Newark looks after the riot." Bat what do you
expect in & town where a person would shoot ap & shop? I
work everyday for my living.,

Q Osn you tell me the name of your coancilmmn?
A Yes.  Bemstein,
- Q Have you received any word back from snyone

that you have telked to concerning what happened to your

| etore?

Snay I don't understand what you mean,
Q " Hes Mpr. Threstt from the Fewark Human |

AFEN & i
pié the State Police say

Q
A Ho,

Q How about the FBI?
A They bave been in ccntact with me becsuse after

1 was threatened T ocalled them, They said this 1w a bad |
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| time, I could understand thet, They said, "We need all

ﬁ the men, This 1s your problem. You get killed if you want
to, Ym got to stay out of sight." This is true, It was
: more important to hold the town than to actually protect

é me, but yet atill 1 was threatened and I was threatened

f by somebody,

Q Waat do you expect this Oommission to do?
A 1 think this Commission should report to the

i I know the Police Department. They are not going to

| condemn the Poliee Department and the State Troopers or

* prosecute anybody, But it isn't a bad thing to give them
& tongue lashing and to publicize this thing in the news-

| paper that these were actually State Troopers that did this

| and we kmow it.

I have a Triend on Aven Avenue that was in his

| clesners, This men had to take his wife and kid from the

first fleor and go up on the second floor because they
ware shooting., He lives in back of the cleaner on the

HTER: - What is his name?

THE WITNESS: His name is King, He had
to go on the third floor, He could have been
killed right in kis‘paaa&.‘ I know the troopers

were mad, You Inow and I know why they were am&g

|

B —EE

| Governor and the mayor, and I think really there should be 4-
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because the Negro shops were not touched. This
is why they were mad, »

I expected wy shmp to be broken into, but
I didn't expect it to be brokem into by the
State Troopers, I figured maybe some of the
white people in the area arcund would get
jealous, If ﬁh@ﬁ hed broken out my shop, I
eouldn't have been too mad about it because I
feel it is & little unfair for one shop to get
broken into and not another. But for this to
come from the State Troopers and the waﬁionai
Guard, t@ me I think it is 8 very &irty'tﬁing.
You know what this means, don't you? This
means 1t 1s very corrupt. | |

Anytime witnesses -- 1 mesn you can see
an isolated incident where they would de this
or maybe one arﬁwa‘paﬁpl$ §aw‘tham and they
figured these pecple won't talk, but it is &
knows fact. It 1s a known fact this is what
happened, I will give them teo you,
L MR, MEYNER: But did you peraonally witness
sny firing of guns by ths State Faliaa?r

lﬂﬂ% wIﬁﬁﬂsﬁe Fo, sir, I can't say, Out
of my window &t aﬂu$ I cen just see the cars

going along Bergen Street, This is all I @nn,seaF
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and 2t the time, I tell you, I was really
wondering what was happening at three o'elock
at night because 1 live olose to the end of
Bergen Street, and I heard the shooting when 1%
atartel and s i1t went up Bergen Street.

KR,

MEYNER: This is about three o'clotk
Sunday wmoxrning?

THE WITRSEy Yes, I was wondering what
was happening that the firing would stext at
one end of the street and then go up to the
other end of the street.

KR, MEYWERs You heard that it was
deoreasing in sound as it weat along?

PER WITWESS: Right. I could vell it was
low and then 1t got loud, I live about & Blook

and a half from my store, 1 can see Bergen
Street, bat I can't actually ses any detailed
aotivity there. So I wes wondering what wae
happening becsuse about eleven-thirty when I

walked soross Bergen Street I knew there wasn't
snybody there, I didu't ses anyone walking,
KR, MEYEER: Is one of the witnessen m

. THE WITHRSS: Yes, he is.

And he just testified earlisyr |
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‘a8’ you may know,
THE WITFESS: Right, The other lady is
‘mot here, This lady lives across the street.
She was able to get & better view because her
house is back, There is a small parking lot
on the corner, The people real clese, 1 don't
blame them, ZThey were not going to get ay 1n
the windows like they were Bhooting in, I
wouldn't have g@%tea'ay and locked ocut myself,
to pull a blind back and look out. This lady
happens to be back far enough that she can look
and not worry too much sbout them shooting at
 §£2.~
CHAIRMAN LILLEY: Any other questiocnms,
gentlemen? 'Thank you very much,

(Witness exoused,)

Whereapou,

ROBERT H, PITIS

'CHATRMAN IILIEY: Thank you for coming
hﬁra tonight, Mr. Pitts,

EXAMINATION
By Br, Portunato:

4@ Tell u# where you reside.

T —— N



