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was there in the sumwer as a student when I was in
sewinary and eo forth.,

CHAIRMAN LILLEY: How do you feel

about your mission?

Are you going to hang on?

THE WITRESS: O©h, yes.,

CHAIRMAN LILIEY: That's good to hear.

Any other questions, gentlemen?

Thank you very much, Father.

o* % »

ALBERT BLACK, Sworn,

EXAMIMATION

BY MR, FORTUMATO:

Your address?

42 Eckert ivemwe in Newark, New Jersey.

How long have you been a resident of Hewark?
About 14 years,

L » L > PO

Your occupation?
A 1 am Industrial Relations Director of the

W, 300 Passaic Street,
Rewark, New Jersey, and Chairman of the Newark FHuman
Rights Commission but that's not my employment,

Q With what groups are you affilisted? That's

M!msﬂm&u&m‘m.
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1 A Well, I am on the Executive Board of the

Committee of Concern. That's Malcolm Talbot's organiza~
tion. 1 am & wewber of the American Society of Safety
Engingers. I belong to the NAACP, snd the Natiomal Urban
League and, of course, the local Human Rights Comsission.

Q@ Do you have an affiliation with the DCC?

A bo, m whatsoever,

Q Now I don't koow whether this wee in your
individual capacity or in your capacity as Chairman of
the Commission but let me come sbout it this way.,

Vhat is the Newark Human Rights (

mmission, when
was it organized and how does it functionm, briefly?

A Well, the Hewark Fuman Rights Commission was
established in 1952 and the first title that the organiza
tion had was the Mayor's Com

nittee on Intergroup Relations,
Then, of course, subsequent to that it was changed

memefmm&m.am&:ntmtm
types of injustice that may exist in the eity with respect
to verious ethanic groups,




classical example was the Parker Callaghan sitvation that
‘tock place prior to the disturbance or the riot ox the

33

organization?
A Yes, sir.

Q iIs it an orgmnization that in s sense remtﬂ
to the Mayor or is it something that was just formed
by the Mayor?

How does that work?

A Well, let me be perfectly homest with you.
Up until possibly a year and a half ago the Human Rights
Commission had always been defined as a political arm of

to be in office at the time.

It bad been a very ineffective organization. It
was merely an organization to receive complaints and that
was about all.

But in the past year and three-quarters, we have
attempted to take the leadership and file complaints
ourselves,

We feel that this is the purpos

not to just be a couplaint-receiving organization,

mission has, with the Mayor, even thw?
ve are all appointees of the Mayor.

ﬂnbmhm&km:mmy issues and I think the




%88 another contributing factor,

1

Q ¥hat terminology do you wish to use?

A Well, I would use the term “rebellion".

Q How long are you appointed to the Human nlahtT
Commission?

A Until 1970,

Q Is that a mon-paying job?

A Yes, it is,

Can you tell us how you, either individually
or as Chairman of the Human Rights Comi
during the rebellion in July?

A Well, let me say this first, sir: The
rebellion or the disturbance ¢idn't start om the 12th
of July.

T think really it started 100 years ago in this city
1 think it was a combinatiocn of factors that brought
sbout the rebellion or the disturbance on the 12th of Jaiy%

I think our educational system was a contributing
factor,

1 think that the attitwde of our Police Pepartwmen

I got ia it from the viewpoint of the Human Rights
Commiseion, we were quite concerned, and I might say
without fear of contradiction that we were very deeply
lovolved and 1 was very deeply invelved in the situation




of the Fourth FPrecinct after Jim Thriett left,

1 worked out of the precinet with the policemen
who were charging into the crowd
represented the surrounding com

which, of course,

LB ty.
I first was given & white riot helmet by Director
Spina, but in no time at all I had to remove it because

1 was told by the fellows who were throwing stones

that
as long a8 I kept this white riot helmet om I represented
the oppressor and so they said "You better take it off,
otherwise we will go after you too.”

S0 I carried it sround underneath my srm the rest
of the night,

What wae disclosed to me that evening, the first
type of violence that was

LR im h’y the gy

ers of

the Police Department was the brutal beating of a photo=
grapher, by the police and, of course, there were roughly
200 witnesses to this incident.

I am the one that called the ambulance with respect
to taking care of his head wounds., I contscted the
police precinct and they sent for an awbulance, This
was done by the representatives of the police force,

Q Would this be David Croom?

A Yes,

Q Did you witness that incident personally youre
self? | |
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1 A  Ro. 1 came there while he was laying there

2 bleeding on the ground,

3 I arrived there right after it.

4 Q Do you recall the nane of any individual who

5 advised you as to the circumstances surrounding that

6 incident?

7 A Oh, yes. 1 have all this documented,

in fect, everything that I will tell you I can document.
I can document everything that 1 am abor

you this afterncon.
1 G in particular do you recall whether a Mrs.
Kidd related the incident to you?

A Ho.

Q Or Mrs. Williams?

A lirs. Esta Williame

 and 1 have. several other
people's names too,

What documents I don't have with me I can acquire
them on a woment®s wotice for you.

il A Then I went into the Police Station and this
| was after it had started. The men were chargin
crowd, charging primarily after these teenagers

rowing bricks.

Now I can understand the position of the police of
being frightened and more or lass being like sitting éueﬁq,




80 to speak, but I saw no reason why they should use,

with all due respect to the lsdy here in the room, why
they should use such langusge as black bastards and
black 8.0.B."s and things of this nsture.

I think this was uncalled for, .

%Immemwmeﬁmmmmmwh
head of racism has certainly protruded itself iato the
picture.

1 then stationed wyself within the confimes of the
precinect along with Mr, Kiwbro, who at that time was
euployed by the Department of Discrimination of the
State of liew Jersey, and two of our staff people, snd
Mummmmswﬁmnmmm
brought into the Police Precinct.

Now Director Spina was at the desk of the precinct
and these men were being brought in, many of them hand-
cuffed behind thelr backs, being carried like a sack of
weal, and the fifth policemsn would be &b

susering thelr
face and their body with a billy stick. This went on

tinme after time.

wa8 takem out he was brutally beaten up.
How 1 saw this, gentlemen, with wy own eyes.
mot blind. Nobody told we this. 1 ocbserved this.




constantly running back between the desk where the

Pirector was and the cell blocks where these suspects
were being throwm ia.

Many of them were bleeding profusely. Im fact,
the precinct could be defined as a slaughter house.

You were actually walking through poole ef blood,

How I assure you that these wen, these suspects,
didn't receive these wounds from going through broken
glass if they were looters. ‘

Many of them had wounds all over their bodies
ve insisted that the police call the ambuls

were running back and forth, foreing the police to take tltw
men out ofr the cells where someone could have bled to |
death, and call the ambulance to take them to the Martland

Miﬁﬂl em@x ® mﬁ ‘!..5 PR

RONR O m gity Mpimln
IThis is what I observed. I charged into the crowd
many times with the police, atte opting to tell the young-

Sters to stop throwing bricks and whateuot,

Of eourse, the police had guns and then they amrzo#
shooting inte the project which was located right across

the street.

But it is a question here with respect to why they
didn't put bandcuffs on a maa, which w

er the regulationg
they are to hsadcuff a man and bring him in,

Hany times we used ourselves as a shieid of these



youngsters to keep them f{rom being beaten by the police
wvho vere running iuto the crowd, grabbing them and
bringing thewn in,

Fow when you would grab a lé-year old boy and
between two policemen there is no resson for a third
policeman to start beating his head while he is being
brought into the precisect,

We were kept busy for several hours just preventing
this type of brutality, which happens to be and has been
for years a way of life in the legro coms

e i:y,.

of us can state that we are

afraid or any imdividual, shall I say, is afraid of the
darkness of an alley or afraid of the darknes:
way.

1 thick it is @ natural fear. Dut 1 say, gentlemen)

that there is something wrong in a city whes

wajority of the population is afraid of the Police Departt
weut,
1 say that there is sowething wrong. 1 think we

also have to admit that the policeman om the beat m a

power that is greater than

given to the President of the United States,
He has the power to take away a person’s citizenship.
This the President can't even do.

it has




utilized this power.

In terms of the beating of many of the suspects,
this isn't 2o much 2 racial issue in one sense because
you had black policeuen as well as white policemen beatiak
many of these suspects.

This, of course, is indeed unfortunate.

ied and will continue to be
denied and vhen I have sat down with Director Spina on
many occasions within the confines of the roowm he will

‘You see, they have a system whereby they would set
up thelr own investigating committee so the Police Depart

ment acts as their own judge,

attorney,
their own prosecuting attorney and their own jury.
The average citizen will never get auy redress of
his grievances with respect to this, l
Now when our director can state publicly, like he
did last week, that in his five years as Police Director

y case of brutality based on race,
he knows when he makes ttmsmammmemamhmg
honest, not even with himself, because within the confined
of the room he has admitted this,

When people hear our Police Director in the city
make this statement, Mymwiumdaxmyﬁhuymm
confidence in the Police Department,
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Let me go beyond this, 4As I said before, 1 can
document everything that I bave told you. Two men vere
on their way howe this same evening from Fords. They
worked out in Mahwah and I think the second shift ie
over 2:30 in the worning.

They came in and they were arrested for loitering
because they have riders and they park their car in the
vicinity of the Fourth Precinect, |

They were pulled in for loitering now, not for
looting, not for stealing, not for fighting but for
loitering because they were walking to their car.

Une of them was pounced on by 8§ poiicemen. The
other was thrown into a cell and was pounced on by 15
policemen and stowped and called all sorts of black this,
$.0.B. and black that.

What is even worse, the policemen went after the
men's testicles. Now this is a eommon

fact., This is @
way of life in many areas too and I am not being dramatic
and 1 aw mot saying this to upset sayoue

1 am saying this is a fact of life. I don't want
to get ahead of my story but I think this was also
reflected in what has happensd since the riot or rebeilioh
vhere you have a situation of a canine corps.

There has never been any city in the iUnited States

9

that would have the nerve to propose a canine corps in a



situation vhere withian the past half year you had
racial disturbances,

Now mwany of the advocates of a canine corps will
say "Well, it has worked successfully in Camden and one
or two other cities.,”

But these cities have not had any race riots. They
have not had auy., We felt that it was improper and that
it was wrong and certainly every organization, whether
it be the Catholiec Church or the Jewish Synogogue or
the Coumi

ttee of Concern or the HAACP, whatever nrganizatﬂan
it was, they all wholeheartedly supported the idea that
this resolution should not become a reality.

ned? The City Couneil and many

when you plead to the City Council about

in the

- eity it is like talking to this lamp up oun the

ceiling. They don't even hear you,
As 8 result they voted it dowa, Then vhen

they
were under pressure by enother group from another part
of the ecity, they voted it up.
Then the next weeting they voted it
So the issue became like a pingpong

dowa again.
ball,
As a result, temsions are wounting, mownting wore aﬂd

more.
One of the City Council meetings which I appeared
#nd spoke in favor of the resolution to get rid of the
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1 canine corps, that it should not become a reality, there
was a group of citizens from the North Ward and these

3 citizens are involved in the Barringer situstionm which
can explode st any time, they stood up snd there were

5 priests representing Archbishep Boland snd esch one got!
up and spoke egainst the principle of the establishwent
of a canine éorpt.

This group was spit on, because I was the speaker
also, they spit on us, they cursed God, they eurﬂsé the
Catholie Chureh,

Axchbishop,

How most of these people were Catholies themselves,

primarily of Polish and Italian descent, but what makes

it even more tragic, a grest majority of the wmen who
forming like this with sueh disrespect, were off-

- S0 1 say vhen you have this type of situatior

you
have a very explosive situstiom here in the eity.

Now going back into the riot situstion, the question
 &rose about the actions of the State Folice.
| As you will note, the sign "Soul Br or" was put
o0 many Negro-operated or Negro-owned businesses and t:hsn)
were not looted and they were wot brokem into,

What happened when the State Police came into the
Picture? They systematically-- and this can all be docu~




mented, gentlewen-- 1 am getting shead of my story.

When Attorney Ceneral Sills made the statement
that he couldn't believe that his State Folice could
be guilty of any of these storles about them shooting
up businesses and what

-uot, he made the statement even
while there was an investigation underway o he was pre-
Judging the whole issue.

So 1 had to take the State Attorney Cemeral to
task, telling him "How could you pre-judge am issue
before there are any findings 7"

t my charges and show
how systematically the State Police would move into a
neighborhood and breek thro

igh the glasses of these

businesses that stated they were soul brothers, which

indicated that they were Negre-owned, and as & resu ic,

mot only breaking in the glass but they would system-
atically go in with their rifle butts-- first they would
shoot it up and then

Lake their rifle butts
and break down the glass that remained in the frame.

Q@  Now I appreciate your use of the term "docue-
mentation” but I would wish if you would indicate to us
when you talk about these things what it is that you
personally observed as coutrasted with complaints, for
éxample, that have been prm't:eﬁ to you or to your

office.
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& Fine,

Q Then 1 will come to the documentation a
lictle later.

A Right. The only resson 1 wes referring to
the documentation, I personally took pietures of the
businesses that were shot wp with the nawe or the
license number of the State Folice car that wes utilised.

1 personally observed this ami I perscnally
talked to the people. This is what they toid we aud this
is what I have.

How I met with several dosen people om the 17th of

July and 1 wish to read this petition and them I will
turn it over to you if yvou wish to have it.

Q All right. May 1 see it fivst?

A Yes, certainly. That's a photostatic copy
of it.

"We, the residents of Beacon Street in the City of
Newark, New Jersey, do hereby attest to and commit oup
#ignatures in protest against the violence which was
used by the State Police om Friday, July 14, 1967, at
appreximately 5:30 p.w.

"Mest of us who have signed this complaint were
eyewitnesses to the events which are described and we
were directly involved,

"At approximately 5:30 p.w. on Friday, July 14, 1967

b



ve were Standing on our porches in our homes.

"Our children were playing on the sidewalks and we
were trying earmestly to avoid being involved in the
- rebellion which was taking place in the city,

"ﬁ Liig

enly without warning or provocation, the
State Folice began firing upon us., There was shout a
dosen of them firing directly down our street from the
left and across the widdle of the street to the right,
4 few feet into Besecon Street om Springfield Avenue,

"Iwo of our neighbors were shot., James Snead,
age 36, was shot in the stomach a® he was waking repairs
on his car.

"Carl Creen, age 17, was shot in the head as he
Stood on his sister's porch at Mumber 55 Beacon Street.

"This shooting continued for st lesst one half-
hour, We were not allowed outside to seek help for the

"We present this to you and request that some

&ction be taken on behalf of these innocent injured
people.”
Here we have a list of 76 people.
| Now 1 assure you uwo one got a bright idea to think
|  Up a petition and could conviace 76 people to sign it if
there wasn't some validity to this particular petiction,




1 A Well, this was turned inm to vse. They call
2 this » grievance complsint and I turned this over to the
3 FBI, to the State Police and every other imvestigating
4 committee that has asked questions sbout our observations.
5 qQ Do you know whether or not that would ceia-
cide with anything that the Newark Legal Service Froject
J collected?

A Yes. Ve also turne
Legal Services Project.

¢ 1t over to the Newark

a Q Could we have a copy to mark it in evidence?

i A Gh, yes.

12

d Exhibit C-59 in “MJ
Q i take it you are suthorized in terms of the
signatures of the pecple on there te turn this over?
A Yes. Now another inmcident that tock piace
prior to the day of the precimet attack, I weuld like
to quote & statement from Miss Virna Brinson, $-17th
Avenue.

Now my purpose im giving you this information is
to show you how racism did play a role om the part of
the police in this area.

Miss Virma Brinson, 9-17th Avenue, Apartmen

, 6-3.
"l was standing in the lobby when a policeman came

in and said "Cet the ¥ upstairs.” She answered "I am

vaiting for the elevator and I didn't do nothing, whereas
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the officer hit we om the back of my neck, whereas my

blouse flew open and be threw me against the wall."”
Gregory Tuman, 9-17th Avenue, said the police

used sbusive language

and said “"All you black niggers
get upstairs,”

Now the following information wes supplied by a
police officer who asked that his name be withheld snd
1 aw sure that I can get it for you.

He said "A Wegro officer walked into the Fourth
Frecinct last night which was on the 12th in his civilian
ciothes. He was immediately attacked by several white
officers in uniform because they didn't recognize him

a8 being a policeman because he was dressed as a civilian|,

How there was only ome reason why they charged
this man. He didn't come in with a gun in his hand,
They charged this man becsuse he happened to be bilack.

This is the feeling in the commumity,

Then another policeman said "Oh, he is one of us”
nd they stopped beating him up.

1 am just showing you, this has comic

aspects but 1
am telling you about the tragic situation that existed.
MR, FORIVIATO: That would be the day
the cab driver was arrested.




49

1 eab driver Smith was arrested?

2 THE WITHESS: Yes,
3 MR. LELCHTER: 1 sm trying to get at
whether this was a regular ocecurrence or
this took place after the tension had started.
Had eab driver Smith beeu arrested
before these two incidents took place?
THE WITNESS: Yes., HNow this was before
Smith had been arrested because I was the

first person to see Swith when he was taken

ping to get te that in just a

the precinct 1 take it was after cab driver
Swith had been arrested?

there,
Jobn W, Swithe- well, I am shead of
myself, |
Esta Mae Swith, 24-17th Avenve, she
Precinet,

How she also stated "This is not just



© Q@  Mr. Black, that aspect of it is under Iitigudpa,

30

today. 1 can see what has been going on
in the precinct for a long time."

How I have also told you with respect
to two

men off work who were picked up for
loitering on the worning of the 13th.
1 bave their names but I can turn this

over to you.
I will give you their names for the
record, Vesley Green of 159 Madisen Avenue,
Walter Covert, 457 Avon Avenue.
Q Again these people have all authorized the
fact that their names can be used?
A Absolutely.
CHAIRMAN LILLEY: The atmi:ﬁ that you
have nawed are in the City of Newark?

VITHESS: That is correet. 1in fwt.A
17th Avenue is right scross the street from the
Fourth Precinct where the disturbsnce originated
ment f£rom John W,

Statement that was given by the arresting

been in jail the night before.
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Are you talking about the ceb driver?
& Yen.

Q That aspect of it is presently ia litigetiom
in the sense that there are charges pending against Mr,
Smith. ,

let's go off the record,

(Discussion off the record.)

“ Back on the record. Continue,

A 1 observed that his ribs were taped wp. I
also cbserved the hole in the back of his head, which

described wes given to him when he was stuck in the
Q When did you see Mr, Swmith?
A The worning that he wes arraigned,
Q You didn't see him at the Fourth Precinct on
A Fo, 1 did not,

th teold you?

A 1 cbserved a hole in the back of his head
vhere he had been beaten. 1 cbserved the tape on his
ribeage. That's what 1 cbserved.

Q 1 would like to ask you some general ques tiong

8




have told them about this, They have this infor

tand that you have received a mumber
efmm:wlwmhmgmmtmgatzm
some of the people who were involved to tell you their
story?

A  Righe,

Q - Bow would you describe for us what you have
done with these grievances or mmplainm or allegations
and 1f you will, what responses you have had to them?

A Well, we have turned ower all this information
to the appropriaste investigatory agencies from the FBI to

partment of Labor to the State Police for action.

We have turned it over to the Federal Buresu of

Q What about the Newark Police?

A The Newark Police are aware of this. We

rmation,
Q@ Can you tell us specifically, again by cate-

Ves tursed ever to the FRI, eorrect?




The State Police?

The State Police.
The Newark Police?

> O > 0O

Yes,

Q Now with regard to other allegations, let's
call them, of wmisconduct of law enforcement officials,
have they specifically been turned over to snyone?

A Yes.

A The same organizations that you Just mentioned,

Q Do you have a list of the verious sllegations
that have been turned over?

A Oh, yes, 1 do.

Q Could we have that list?

A 1 will have to make a photestat im: you,

Q Yes.

A I have all that information for you. In othek
werds, 1 have the statements by these individusls which
1 have turs 4 over to every one of these organizations
that you just mentioned

Q Now the statement of the 76 I understand but

A The ones 1 have just enumerated for you.
.~ Q@ .  The other five or so?




A

Q

Five or six, yes.
NHow are there other allegations that you

(| |
tﬂ
|
I
|
|

have, either from people who have come to you or that
you have obtained being out in the field as it were,
that you have turned over to law enforcemen

officials?
A Yes, I have. This is also a matter of publie
record which I can leave a copy with you, Here it is.
They are all listed in there also.
We have statements from all of those peocple.

MR, FORTURATO: Mr. Black refers to
publication entitled "New Jersey Afro-Americah”
dated August 19, 1967 and the article on
pages 1 and 2 in which there are 10 incidents
ﬁ.ntad involving allegations of misconduct
on the part of law enforcement

officials,

Q Is it accurate to say that the 10 incidents
that are listed in this paper are also the same 10
incidents that are eor
the Attorney Ceneral?

A Yes.

Q Your Newark Human Rights Commission, have they
Specifically taken up with the Mayor or Mr. Thriett, for
example, the allegations of which you speak?

A Yes. In fact, I personally met with the
Meyor and Director Spina the day following many of these
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2 Q Vhat was their response?

3 ) The Mayor amd Director Spina denied these

4 charges of police brutelity and I had to take issue

5 with them and my position was simply that the Mayor

uor the Police Director could mot continue Lo sweep these

h the rug when everybody in the commun
knew that they were in fact a reality.

1t so happened that om that day the New York Times
m;musumrmmmumwzmwm

iy New York Times the following day snd I would Iike to
(2

ity

10

leave a copy with you if you wish,
May 1 see it, plesse?
A  Yes.
MR, DRISCOLL: Do you kng
the article?

¢ the date of

THE WITMESS: Yes. It was the 13th.
I have it right here.
The 13th of July?

Yes.
MR, DRISCOLL: Well, Mr. Black, I believe
we can get that.
THE VITHESS: ALL right. I spoke to the
Mayer and Director Spina and I smumerated
these cases that I have just
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14

(5

students to the precinct, the Becond MM&.{

1 said wy position was simply that you
cannot Sweep these issues under the rug anmd
that they have to fmemruuzmgim
was taking plece.

They both remained quite mute and éiﬁa'é
have any comment one way or the other on the

issue.

This has filtered down into a tragic
situation at Barringer High Schoel, WM

of the stetements

that you have heard made
from the P.T.A, there and what-not, it does
have recial overtones,

Of course, Barringer has had a history
of this type of situation for the past 10 or
12 years.
personally with the students. They took 26




ely 13 white and 13 colored.
The 13 Hegro children were srrested

and placed in the custody of My, Thriett,
but the white children were sent heme. They
were not arrested at all,

That left a very bad taste in the wouth
of the Negro community. This was from the
precinet level.

I think that there has to be & more
positive appreach by the e¢ity, by the Pelice

ment with respect to police-community
relations, that they have te adwit certain
things and show that, yes, these things are

To continually desy the existence of the
realities of this type of situatiom is M
the commmity, especially in the ghetto, to
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school Business Manager?

THE WITHESS: Yes. In fact, I wrote
a letter publicly which was published in the
local press where the Mayor had taken a
position that politics first and I felt that
1 had an obligation to take a very firm
stand on that,

MR, LEUCHTER: My question was what
other issues, a8 you had implied that there
vwere other issues, what

other issues in
advance of the riots were there on which you
and the Mayor saw things differently?

THE WITNESS: Well, on the questicn of -
the wmedical school.

How 1 was for a medical school but I
think that the way that it was handled by the
administration, mot conditiocning the W
that they ma' going to have to uproot their
homes, that they were going to have to move, |
to just merely say a decision has been made,
wesbers of the commmity and this is whap
you will have to do and people resented i,

‘1 think the approach was wrong becsuse

- 1 was for a medical college.
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the communicy,

S0 I wasn't too deeply involved and
I did not attend any of the hearings on the
medical school but the Mayor certainly knew
ef my views.

On the question of Parker and 8&11%@1
I bad told the Msyor that he was meking @
tragic wistake because when the school system
through thelyr teachers have been telling little
Hegre children for years to become qualified
and the door of opportunity will be open te

you and thea to have a situation where the
wost quaiified man for the job, whe incidentally
happened to be Negro-- that wss the incidental
part of ite- was denied it, they had to take
it upon thesselves to feel that this was &
recial issue becavse wost Negroes in the
commmity felt that hed it bee: |

political issue here.

in this last yesr and a half or year and
three-quarters in which the Fumen Rights
Comxission became a vibrant seting commission
rather than just a complaint receptacie?
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this explosive issue that there should be a

TEE WITHESS: Yes. On the canine

corps, where 1 took issue with the HMayor
because of his silence and not giving leader-
ship to the commmity with respect to taking
positive sction with respect teo police-
community relations, -

MR, 1E

UCHTER: Vas the canine incident
first brought up in advance of the riots?
THE VITHESS: No. This was after but

four question was whather it was before.

MR, LEUCHTER: Yes. I am curious about
any substantive difference on important i.samﬂ
or at least important in your mind prior te
the riets,

THE WITNESS: Yes. The meeting hall,
vhere it was decided that Ress, the Secretary

f@g exasn

le,

to the Board, made the decBion to stay on
and 1 sent the YMayor a telegram, of which

I have a copy here, and also a letter to the
Board of Education, telling them that there
should be a larger pisce for a weeting than
the City Council Chambers because there were
80 many people who were quite concerned about
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larger auditorium,

i was turned down on that request also.
This is all a matter of publiec record,

S0 we had differences there because he

just ignored it. Every issue that 1 have m{a
to him and even Mr. Thriett, who we have
directed, because, after all, he is the paid
member of the Commission, to discuss it with
the Mayor, the Mayor has never taken the
advice.

The Mayor surrounded himself with
ang they
have cmmt%y put him in a box, if I may

supposedly experts race relstioms

use that expression, with respect to race
relations.

MR, LEUCHTER: Can you tell us other
than the ones we already know abou

ins tant

es that you have covered, can you tell
us specifically of any others?
THE WITHESS: The

board of Education,
and there are many instances involved in that,|
the medical school, which we had informed

the Mayor of and he had never called for our
advice but we let him know

how we felt about
it but in no case was our advice accepted
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and those were two of the main issues I would
say which led wp to it.

MR, LEUCETER: Were there any eomplainu*
filed by the Human Rights Commission which
affected mmnicipal governme

nt employees ?
THE WITNESS: Yes, there was, and this
took place m*iér to the disturbance.
The Board of Education-- we had made
a thorough investigation and I have the
entire charge here which you gentlemen can

have for your record, where we med the

Board of Education of diserimination against
ethnic groups,
Number 1, in the

U years that the

eity had been a city, there had not been one

Hegro in a policy-making position in the Board
of Education.

You have a situation where between 78

and §0 percent of the school » opulation was

Negro.

There were no Negroes holding S@pgmisat#
positions in any of the departme

, its that make

up the Board of Education at 30 Green Street,
There had only been one Negro principal

in the school system in the past 100 years.

e casgas y e T 4
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- Black

When the School Board, through Mr,
Cervace, who 18 an attorney, inferred that
how could & city agemcy have the nerve to
investigate a state agency, which is the
Board of Fducation, then we ime

the position, well, then if we are mﬁvwite
Sure as to our position, then I filed a
complaint with the State Boar

g, the State
Department of Discrimination, whe in turn
filed the complaint and we won the case s
incidentally. _

It vasn't publicized but we this
case.

Wow there was a difference there between|
the administration because when we attacked
the Board of Education, I am attacking the
Mayor because the Mayor appointed the members
of the Board of Education.

MR, LEUCHTER: In what respect did you
win the case?

What were the findings?

part of the Board of Education with respect
ding and promoting members of minority

e T s ’v 3
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groups for the past 100 years.

S0 we felt that we had won a morsl
victory.

Since the case was filed there has been
a lot of promotions within the department
of the Board of Education, plus the fact
that there are now two Negro Assistant $n§exiqp
tendents, one Negro Director,

How 1 personally feel that this is
still tokenism, but it is still a step in
the right direction.

How we had brou

ght this up to the
City Fathers. We had spoken to the Board of
Education. We asked them for a breakdown

the basis of race as to what jobs ethnie
groups held and whites held,
They turne

d us down on all of these
i@ﬁ‘m ®
Then we finally turned it over to the

proper state agency. So this was ancther

area where there was a conflict between the
administration and tha,ﬁnman Rights Commission

‘MR, DRISCOLL: I take it, Mr, Black, you
don't condone the bresking and the looting

that took place on the part of these people?
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THE WITHESS: Oh, sbsolutely mot.
1 am sgainst violence and let me make it
clearly understood that 1 am agaiunst violence
of all types and 1 thiok that suyone who was
guilty of looting or robbiag should be
prosecuted to the fullest extent of the law,
But I thiok at the ssme time we should
be concerned as to the other crimiual
elenent that exists in our com

sunity and we
are speaking primarily of Hewark asd 1 think
that we should be concerned sbout these
eriminals who practice crimes against Negroes
and now persons every day 1 am talking,
mmber 1, about the slum landlords, who live
in the subur

van areas but charge people

exorbitant rents for rat-infested apartwents
1 am thioking primarily of food markets

and 1 can mention this one by name

, the

Good Deal Food Chain, and we have made
investigations on this, where they will

have a store in Chatham or im South Orange
and a store on 10th and Springfield Avenue in

the ghetto area and we have found there that

if a person wants to cash & check in the

ghetto stores, which 1is part of the chaine-
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and this has all been substantisted-- they
must buy, if they want to cash a $200 check
they must buy 518 worth of black tokens which
can only be used at that store.

This is not a practice of the suburban
stores.

Also they must have their picture taken
when they cash a check in the ghetto area

and they attempted to put this inm force at
oy the suburban stores and the commmity said
a we will not permit it and they stopped it
r after one or two days in effect.
i S0 this was some of the conditions that
H existed here in the city, also along with the
" Board of Education situation,
e MR, DRISCULL: I thiok you have been very

heipful. We have other witnesses that are
waiting.,
We appreciate very much your com ag.

v * %

ALFRED HENDERSON, Swora.
EXAMLBATLON

BY MR, FORTUNATO:

ﬂ Q Your address, Mr¢ Henderson?



