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Crawley

bus those seventy-two miles, and I worked my
way through college.

KR, DRIECCLL: Thank you very much., We
&ppreciate your coming and your cooperation.

(Witness excuped)

FREDERICK P, LEE

| ealled as & witness, first Quly sworn, testified as folbws !

|

By Kr, Jaffe:
Kr, lee, where do you live?
76 Palisade Avenue, ingle

wood, Kew Jersey.
libw long have you lived there?

For a year,

Where did you live before?

41 Zast Forest Avenue, Apt. TC.

Yesn.

fave you lived your life in Englewood!

¥o, I was born in Virginia., I moved to

£ » £ » & B » » &£

lewood at the sge of sixt I have besn theve about

employed, sir?
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A - I work for the Anti-poverty Vrograu.
A
Q
A

Tes.
¥hat is your position?
I am & community development alde.

Q 1 wonder if you could tell us what happened .

| during the riots, how shey started and what you sew and

what you observed.

A My obhgervetion comes in from Friday afternoon
from four-thirty.

R That is July 81T .

A . Right, about four-thirty in the sfterncon, We
were vot working, » bunch of fellows Flddling around
shooting the breeze.

Q@  Iow many fellows would jou say?

A  About seven of us. Ve noticed some Dergen

| County cops at the end o the park up there. There were
|| avout two cars at the end, sbout two cops per car, Ve
B | omdered what it was all sbout.. It had gone on and on.
| There was an Englewood policeman up there in the park at
: {; 2 | this particular time with us. He was called back to duty.
| S0 the policeman came out and got him end took him back

to the police station and took him beack %o duty.

Eo later on we g098 Out to the comner there, uilliam
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snd Jay Street, and we see the Bergen County cops riding
around with shotguns and riot helmets in the car,
Bverybody 18 wondering why. 7Then about six or six-thirty
:[ 8 window was brokeén in Pete Foti's Market, 103 William

| Street. This set off <- well, the wreckage.
“How was it broken? Lo you know?
Was there something thrown through 19

> 2 » »

 More than likely. The slerm went off., Then

| get off & barricede there and wanted to mu‘ who broke
| the window. They came prépared, They knev something

| was going on which nobody knew. 5o they bad their riot
f helmets and everything, and sticks, They had set off &
| barricede there,

@  Where did they put & barricade?
A At the comer of Willism snd Jay Street, right
there on the corner. Then it was & stand-off. The
bliey were down there in battle wnifor
{| v @ - How many people had gathersd from the community!
A About twenty-five or thirty at that particulas
| o Q@ ¥What were thelr ages?

A Nees theg

i becsuse they wanted to know why, why

@ frow sixteen to thirty, thirty«fiw,
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A In their twenties.
“

- Men and women?

| A  Bome girls aged fifteen, eixteen, Eowe fellows.
| At this particular time there was & Detective Henry

| Bobingon and Detective

b Tineley. They broke

5
i

|| wae standing and enother fellow was standing there, three
»; of us. He broke through the berricade and he sald
sonmething to a fellow, and the fellovw sald sowething
back $o him, X can't recall exsct words. He started
for this fellow with his club. BSo this started the riot
there,
4 1 didn’t heay that,
oo oBe started after this fellow with his nightetick?
C Ihe detective did?7 .

| A Bignt, He wented to hit hin, strike him. So

| this started it. There was & brief skirmish there, and
’! then after that there were pore pecple comin

I

| After that there was & standoff. Everybody went back to

!

|
|
!j the park, This started people throwing bottles eand rocks,

{
4
i

A  They were being thrown from Jey Street to the

Mw

@  Vare they aimed at the officers' police carg?
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A Everybody, anybody. They were just thrown.
| = Were they mostly young people throwing them or
was 4t Just everybody!
A Everybody, o age barrier.
About what time was this?

This was about eight o'cloek.
Wers any stores byoken into then?
Not at that present time.

“And the whole erowd was about thirty?
It had gotten bigger then.

Vhat wes 1t now?

oo sixty, seventy.
How many police were there? Io you know?

o ¥ » » & B B » §

-

They were from all over Bergen County, all the
surrounding towns.

Q@ Do you know about how many were there?

A Two, three hundred, I guess, or more.

Q  Where 81¢ the pecple in the community come,

gate there as the night grew ont

‘A Right., I understand there were some windows

en on the avenue.

» 2 » »
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| some pecple lert, some

1§

ise

ened sfter eight o'eclock?

A Then as the crowd got larger they sterted
throving wore bottles and rocks. The cops weye trying
to disburse the crowd telling them, "This is & state of

ency. You have to go home,”
stayed snd some

and this and that.

Just continued to

| throws This 1s about one hundred people. They caxe from
the bars being they closed down the bars, Of course, it
| was broadcast on the radio.

Q ¥hat time were the bars closed?
A About geven-thirty, eight o'clock. This is

| 811 I know from Friday, It started Friday.

A Bothing. Ve were Just in the park talking,

Vere you there when the mayor cape?
& Yen; I wes.
%  Could you tell us sbout thas?

Somebody sald e- 3: don't know who the person
was -+ "Do you want the mayor down theret® I think it
was the police chief. They said, "Yes, get the mayor

| down.”  So the mayor came down sbout eleven o'clock. He

red guestions and everybody hod & beef, He told
verybody 1o go home and eat ice eress and cool off, go

| thew pore, snd that's when they
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started boubing everything. Everything went, stores Iin
Cthe area, two stores.

Q ¥hat were the names of the stores in the area’
A Serenc's Harket and Pete Foti's Hoarket wes the

other.

Grocsry stoxes?

ihey owned by whites or Negroes?
Whites. This was it,
When 414 they gt
Friduy night.
After the mayor leftt
3« s 8fter the mayor left.

fo yoa dnow who 414 the looting? Young or oldy
oudys 811 W&

How big wes the mob at this pointt

Kaybe 120, 12%5.

% Vhere were the pelicemen when the mob went into

P 2 > 2 » £ = p P g »p &

the markete?

‘A They were standing -- well, as & watter of fact,
they bad the whole &m sealed off, They were ducking,
hiding from the rocke and bottles being thrown. I

| understand there were some shote firved. I dont't know,
| 2 2ere, T went howe.' By twelve o'elock I was home.

¢ Tia the police try to stop the mobs from going
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into the markets?

& |

ENTE

A idon't know. 1 dldn't teke part im thet, 1
wasm't around, I was probebly in the park when they
started Decause there was sasy access o the store
because there was & side door there. The police didn't
come down into this particuler block. l

@  Uhat bapp

ned the next day?
A I don®t know., I wesn’t out Bsturday beceuss X
understand the pollice were after me., #o I don't know.

o Khat were they after you fort

A They seid I was inciting & yiot.

] Did the police ever catch up with wout
A 1 didn't lesve town.

WBICLLLY  Are you undar any charges
2t the present time that you kpow oft

By Mr, Jalte:
&  Did you get involved with the mayor at all dusg

the riots or right after the

& After the riol.

riot®

@ Could you tell us about that and what bappened?
A  The sews night, the %lst, he set up & weeting

ted %o have & meebing with him,
his is when he was at the pa




10

| Al

I R

| 8
|
i

| 16

L

| ®

v |eams of it. I haven't seen any improvement, He got about
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| importent, The main thing wes housing snd

:;5

WA ¢ He wa$ on the street there, He maid, "I will

set up & meeting the 6th of August st Lincoln School."”
Ve were there at eight o'elock. There was myself, Freston
Axridge, Jemes Mitehell, Ammcld Brown, Shirley Lacy and
Mr. Tibbs. Ve hed & meeting up there.

Q ¥hy @14 you people g0t Are you the represent-
atives of the com

nunity?

A Yes, wore or lecs.

@ Were you & wewder of smy organigation in the
Sommuidity?

A Boe I em affilisted with CORE, but I am not

| & mewber.

T@s  wWhet bappened &t the meeting?

A We talked on housing, recreation, exployment.

| Those were the three wain factors. lousing and employment

were the main two. Hecresation vas Just -« 1t wasn't that

Loy 3&3&%@ w

We hed sbout a four-bour meeting. To my knowledge nothing

four Jobs totaling 25 or

30 people in local factories for

[$1.85, $1.35 an bour. Other than that there is no

WW’VW@W
Q@  What do you think caused the yiotsy
A  Well, in the ares thers - this wes & Friday -

|&fter work everybody congr
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B |l broken, the alamm mﬁz o7, They sterted desting pecple.

" That ﬁ&ﬁ jt. 1 ey it wag the Wr*& riot. 2 Wﬁm to

. 5 || one Bergea County cop and be 881 he knew sbout it three

T

B |

3 |
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7 because

18 |

mzw hanging out of the wirdows, you went 1o

{| a1l day., I spend mogt of ny time down thers, I had
0 || heard of anything mn@w the fellows or the psople down
| W

[| there about & riot.

| & ]

19 |

iee blaiy

liguor store. Ivery

body buys & taste.

) Buys what?

A | A drink, We sit out there on the bridge or in
the park and we drink soelslly. If there s cops riding
around in your nelghborbood with riot belmets, with

A m? ¥

naturally., They said there would be & riot, which 1

hadn't heard snything, I am ugually down In that ares

n¥g

8o when the window was broken, or ctould heve been

phead of tine; he woe on alert, I don't see how
robody knew anything about it,
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6 714 you mee anybodyt Do you know of anybedy
who did any eniping?
A

To sy knewledge there wasn't any,
'3 vas saybody iu the Fegre commnity hurt during

‘the rictst

A There were some beaten, Lut net, you mow
thit tad, dbut they wers bwaten,

Q2 Were there sny outeiders who oeame in?

A I dién't see any Friday night.

4 8 you hear of sny frow say of youx frieads?
A

Yo,

P44 you hasry of moy mtsiders, whites, who
ceme in?
A 1f they ceve in, they would have te be right
there in that ares,
Q@ Do you know mest ef the pesple, or could you
recognize most of the psopler

Q@ ¥hat do you think, outeids of the sction of

inty Felice, were the e jor ocsuses of the
wond?

A tenstem,

Q" vhat do you think causes the tension up mmong

ounger pecple, peeple like yourself?
Aght have & policessn that cemes down and
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arrests waybe & younger Tellow, He smight be a livile rvugh
| with bia or he might hit him or something like this, This
onuses tensiocn in the nelghborhood like this, It could

| be any nunber of things that causes teasion, especislly
when 1t is hot, eny nuuber of things, but I would say

| what caused this was the sight of the policemen riding

- are and becnuse 1% has never hu

| ppened before, They never
vs saw thes there on & Friday befors. Se all of & sulden

hore they cowe. For what nobody knows, ne appereat reason,

| There wesn't no reason for then belag thers,
| 101:Q , Wnet do you think of the housing yrobles ia
A 1% 48 pathetle, I%'s bad,

houses in this particular bleck from Jay Stres to Mokay
Park, the bouses have beun condemned for semething like
thirty seome years snd they haven't 43d anything

& foanily moves in and he charges 100, frem $75 to $100

em, nmekes winor repaire, end

| & month, The ho

L W

uses have been condemned for thiryy yeare,
Wy not tear them down? Thers 13 no senss in letting a
sam loxd bave & house down there in this particols
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Tor them sbout wovies, trips, mmm, Things 1ike WM&

T
| mowe or lesw veorestica,

| sre the things you de?

8 ||

A ' };@‘”f": Bow W‘im m 3@&%«.
, DRISCOLLs With what!

m IM%’ yﬂa‘ﬁh ;t,v 0
By Mr. Juffes

s Iz that pert of the aoti-poverty progre
Englewood? '
A I% 18 not part of the progras iteelf. Ve huve
' commandty development aides, Aotually I work in

divieion, and I work with the youth
that I want te do, Kr, Preger works sainly with welfave,
ks with the senior citizens, ¥rs,
Fisher worke along with me in the youth, dat she is alsc
invelved in welfare,

Q  Wuat kind of prograns

, Jacobs wo

do you work with® what

A At the present time we wrote up a propossl for

Por the fellows I !wm been having - we just
ting the fellove. 1 have plans er proposals
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have dssoribed yourself as & compunity develop=

went nide.
IHE WIMNESS; Correet,
%,

180CELs 4And you revaive a salaxy
ay & companity development side?
TEE WITEESS; Yes, I do.
¥R, DEISCOLL:  That salery 18 paid out
of the poverty progras badget?
. ¥HE NIMERSS;  Yes, 1% is,
. ¥R, DRISCOLLs Do you kaow |

badget you have for cossunity development?

Bo, 1 don't,

. K&, DRIBCCLL: De you know how large the
badget is for the poverty progrem, the totul
poverty progras in Boglewoed?

. EHE WITEESS:; There is a Yreskdown. There
ares three ceaters, There is the sain office |
of Gergen Uounty CAP lecated in Hackenssok

genter has & Wﬁﬂtg but the asgunt I 4o not
wve My DRISGOLLY . Do you know appreximetely
how meny pesple are enploged is
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|1 beve B Fenpow

setellite?
BB WITNESS: Since the opening 1% is

baxd to say. 1 conldn'% give a Tigure,

MR, DRISCOLL: Bave you been with this
progrem sinoe its inceptiont

THE WITWESS: Since an 285X

started., 1 wént to 8 truining session in Zmst
Peterscon, Then I went to Heckensack fexr two

Thes I weas shipped te Englewoed, Not
senter,

epinion,

sonplished 118 objectives ar is mccompli
1t8 objectiven?

THY VITNEGS: It is secomplishing, It
takes tims, Theve is & lot of young

. the center and got
joka, snd they sre still at preseat employed,
e can't give then the best jobs, but we give
thes whnt jobs we have becsuse motuslly 1 don's
1ike %o send nobedy eut for $1.25 sn hour, | Wa

v Dhvision there for day by day

o Jobs, Go 4f the person hes s little knowledge,
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| 1ot of looal fagtories payiag #1.40, $1.45 sn hour,

‘ 55
‘you vouldn's hardly send his to & 1,15 or &
"ﬁﬂ.ﬁ;ﬁ job that is four or five miles sway be-
cause it ‘m not going to pay. Esst of the jJjobe
are not loonl, You hmve to take the bus, '
There are one or two buses we have e take, (m
the whole it is reclly &mwﬁm the community
ttself, :
By Mr, a'mm
Q  Wbat is the prevailing wage for unskilled labor,
bew mach sn hour? Is that $1.25 an hoar?
A It i# supposed o be 51,65, bu

@ I wondar if you oan tell us the attitudes of
mmﬂ@MwﬁmwmmM What are their
mmmm&mwmwmwmmwmmwm

ém? ,
b o deing they are younger, they are mostly Gome
Mmﬂ with creation, sone »mfn to go. They went a
Siimming peol, Wt 1% 14 ‘going o bs hard 10 £6t & suinme
ning pool iu Englewood, Mmﬁmummmm '
which is out of the question,

Q@ vy do you mr that?

A I den't think 4

PWAmming posl in
od in the Fourth Ward becsuse that is predominntely

rum memwmmwtmmtmmmw

——
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Negroee, They weuld prebably put it somevhere whers
everybody can use 1%, You don't have tuo wany whites
coming down inte that srvea,

i, DRISOOLL: Are you sarried?
RER WITRESG: Ne. I sm single,

KR, IRISCOLL: And year educatiensl

PHE WITWESS: I 41dn't finish sehioel, but
4t the present tims or December 4th I will ba

geing te Mitgars to get my G.D. equivelency
diplona,

By Mr, J&fm:

G I wonder if you vss give us y@wf theuehts on

i 1 osn®t say, 1t was left ap ts the Desecorsts,

moorats wanted te be in power, so they got in
‘&Mm and made all these propesals, This 43 up to them,

m@;y said vhot they are geing %o do, They were voted

KR, GIBRCHS: You exe the firet man whe

hee come before us who hes been frenk encagh
$o sy be oan'y aay .

¥B, DHISCOLL: Ne, we bhad sne yenterday,
By ¥r, Jaftey -

Q Yo you find sweng the young fellows in the
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community eny kind of hostility ox amny other problems?

fellows, They may have thely gripes amo
, far as being hostile towards people in generel, ne, 1
don't find i%. They say have an aw;ﬁmt or fight, It

57

A B0, 1 don't Tind 1t, They sre Just regular
ng them, bat as

is natarsl,
 WH. DRIBOOLL: Aoy questions?
Fi, GIBBONS

vn this manpower placement |
progran, do you work with the New Jersey State
Tivision of Baployment Security?

THE WITERSSs Yes,

Wi, GIRBCRS: where is the nearest officet
i3 there an office in MWMM

THE WITHESZy For the Manpower Idvision
or the lev Jersey State Bsployment?
HH, GIBBCHG: FEew Jersey itate hﬂmmﬁ.#
- THR WITNESS8s Yes, there is san office
thers en Grand Avenue,

MR, GIRBOR

s Near the Pourth uard?
THE WITRESS8: 1% is off the wain atrewt,
VR, OIBEONS: Loes the New Jerssy State
Esploysent Servise office send pecple eut into
the community?
THE WITWKS

+ 1'hAVE never seen 11. The



1 Yow Jexrsey Htute Teploynent office?

; ER, GINBONSG: Yes,
g TUE WITHESS: I bave never seen it,
g M8, GIBRORSE: Yo you know wvhether eor not
they seke any placement efforts sieilar to
the efferte ths Maupover Develepments office
hes been naking?

THY WIMHEE8: The plucemsnts ere similer,
bat as far es the -- I am gelng te tell you

b this: ZIen't tos meny “egrees utilize the

" State Eaployment office?
fs Why?

THE WITFRES: Pirst of all, they held the

12 KR, GIPBOY

13
. good Jobs, A person csn be just ss guslified

i as this white fellow, This white fellov will

1p f gn there and get the jeb before tha ¥epre will,

W That 18 the thing,

| ER, GIBECKS: D you kmow this to be &

i h1 fact, or iz this just on attitude?

o THT WITHESS: It could be an attitude,

2 i but I have seen mema ouves where gualified

fellews have applied for jobs eand they dida's
get thesm. . They weuld say, "Go tack snether day,*
They would go baok and the jobs would be token,

Le the Nexroes have




| ‘sonfidence in the poverty progresm in employment
service?

PUE WITHESS: Yes,
| ‘¥R, OIBRONE; Morepe then in the State
servioe?

TR WITET2S: Yes, they de,

¥R, OIBBCNS: Why do you think this is

THE WITHESE; Well, wninly bBeocruse when
s they come in for a job there iv ene there, I%
| » is wore or less awumaniamﬁamg with peoplse,
" This 18 what 1% 12 bosed on, how the paople
" socept you snd how yoa sooept the parsen,

14 ' pR, G18B

0¥G3  Ars thers sny Fezro suployeds
at the empleysent office in Buslevoed?
THE WITHESS: Thare 18 twe, I beliave,
¥R, GINBOES: Out of how many?

15 ||
| 16

| 1y

o THE WITARSS: Out of fifteen, These are

.. PHY ladies,

1

|19

i ¥R, GINBONS: Are they interviewers?

. THE VITHESS: e, They just handls the
fz& | uneuployment, As you come in for wnmmglwymﬁnﬁ.

ﬁ 2 gggy,hunalﬁ‘ﬂb&a, One iz informetion and the |
| other hanlles the checks,
B 00 /MRe GIBBONE: Ave there any Negroes in
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; I THE WITWESS: The State Employment?
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| - PHEEON AKRIDGE
o . , , ‘
Il ealled s & witness, firsy duly sworn, testilisd as mn@w#

iy [l :

|

i
Hikyowat o
‘

the Englewced office dealing with interviewing
plaoement?

oHE WITHRSS: Jebe? Ia what?

¥R, GIRBO¥S; Ia the Engleweod office ef
¥mployment Seourity.

THE WITHESS: Repeat that, please,

wR, OIBBONS; Are thers any Nagroes in
he Division of Buployment Security office in
tngleveood who deal directly with peeple who aYe

sowing in looking for jJobs?

¥ar, 8IBBCNS: Yes,

. oHE WITHRSS: Fot to ny knowledge, Fo,

there isn't sy, It is mestly whites,
MR, DRISCOLLs Anything else? Thank you
very much for coming. We sppreciade your aamim&

{¥itnees excuned, )

ﬁhﬁtﬂﬂ#ﬂﬁ.

BXAMINATION




