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 Englewood sftuation becsuse {t does seem so much different

Hﬁ

you very much, Reverend Butts.

{(witness excused.)

whareupon,
MICHALL ROMED
called as 8 witness, sworn, testified oz follows:
EXAMINATION
Sy Wr, Jaffe:
? M. Romeo, | wondar 1f you could state for us your
position and where you 1five?
A I am an mwwimﬁw reporter for The Record, mﬁ
1 Yive In Bergenfiald, New Jersey. My address 1s 148 South
Prospect Avenus, Bergenfield,

Q I understand that you have covered the Englewooe
incident, disorder, riet, thr you want to call ft,

A I was there for the entire duration of the riot,

] I understand one of your dutfes fs the Englewoad

ares, so you are familiar with the problems ia Englewood?

A Ko, that {s not 50, 1 know Englewosd, but I am
mxe the regularly essigned reporter to Englewond,

] But you are fam! Tar with the sttustion here in
Englewaod?

A Yas.

Q@  Tha Ceamission hus been very interested in the




113

1 || in the normal pattern of thess things., 1 wender {f 1 gave

2 || you an open.ended guestion you would address yourself to it

3 why do you think au:g?am Mﬂ the disturbence under the

4 || elrcumstances it had and in the situation 1t had it? It is

s || kind @f different.,

6 | Lioo A 1 wuld definitely say it wes unlike the heavier

1 || rioting in Kewark or the other cities. Englewood had @

s || peculier situation of fts own, and in references in my

o || mewspaper stories I tried to refer to it as a disturbancs,

0 || ot @ riet as such. It seemed to me these people had &

11 hg!t!mm gripe, ths peoplie in the Fourth Ward, end thefr

12 | complaints had come up against & stone wall,

13 Q  Why do you think thers were: legitimate gripes?

4| ... A The peor housing in the area,

i Lot oo JUDGE WACHENFELD: wWhat alse was there besides

16 [} whuate ~ the poor housing? »

17 wadfalh 2o THE WITHESS: Recrsational facilities are

L 1 e e Jarioe: |

I 1 o . JUDGE WACHENFELD: Anything else?

P _ THE WITWESS: No. 1 think their biggest com.
E s e plaint uss their housing, poor housing end lack of
n recreational faciifties in the areas,

L | Q You talk about coming up against & stone well., 0o
L | you mesn 8 leck of communication? You taik about & failure |
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on the adeinistration’s part to recognize the problem.

A Lack of communication with the administration and

the aduinistration's failure to recognize thess complaints

| and to do sasething about it,

9 Why do you think an that particular Friday it

| Blow up the way {1t did? Thare ware no triggering fncidentsd

& Thare was & triggering incident,

Q Tell us about i,

A I fael whet sctually triggered this disturbance
was the fsplementation of ths Englewosd police by ocutside
police forces. It was being st the scens., The biggest

gripe I heard from the rioters, these taen-886 boys and

older men ond some woman, was that wWhitey brought (n alt

these cops and they ware particularly vehement against the
county police, This, 1 think, led up te triggering this
whole incident. My personal opinfon was thst the Englewood
poiice could have handled the situation by themselves, but
the fact tiwey brought in these outside policemen, and these
are small-town police who did not recognize the situation,
had never besn In a situation like this before, didn't know
how to cope with it,
JUDGE WACHENFELD: The Emglewood disturbance
followed the riots fn Newark?
THE WITNESS: VYes.
TV MDGE WACHENFELDs  And the Plainfield riots
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| retreated to, thelr hangout.,

;5 || the fact there were more than ever bafore,
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followed the riots {n Newark?

THE WITHESS: Yes.

JUDGE WACHENFELDs Donm't you think {f the
police had information that & similar occurrence
was going to take pgloce in Engelwood they would be
wore or less justified in teking precautions
against fe? |

THE WITRESS: That may be so, but in this
particular case it was o small group of young
men, Awong these young men I learned thare were
hangers.on, lcefers not interested in working. It
was 8 very small group of these people.

By Mr. Jaffe: '
@ what was the size of the group just in the
beginning? |
& when ] wes thers thers were sbout 50 people.
They were just hanging on a corner or at the park?
A Hanging around the corner. There is @ desde.snd
J: street {nto Mchay Park, That was thelr fort or where they

@ was that unusual for @ Friday?

A  Ho. The only thing unusual about this Fridey was

¢  Had you heard the rumors, too, that evidently cir.
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disturbance that Friday?

i I hesrd rumors to thet effect sbout threa days
before.

q Was that the reason you think there wers more
peopliel

A Yes, that plus the bulldeup of police attracted

young wmen and boys from other arqes of the Fourth Ward thet

| ordinarily do not congregate at Jay and wWilliam,

Q vits the bulld.up of police prier to the bulid-up
of the crowd or a r@aﬂm te tha bulld.up of the crowd?

& The bulid.up of poltce cume before the bullde-up
of the crowd.

JUBGE WACHENFELD:

ation of this kind ‘tm police are in a dflemma?
They are ofther sccused of scting too quickly or
too balatediy?

THE WITHESS: VYes, sfr. They were cuught
between the two trains of thought, As the Rayor
told om, he thought 1t was best to protect the

fatarests of the entire commu

1ity by bringing in
this outside police force.
JUDGE WACHENFELD: You would have done it
differently?
THE WITHESS: 1 think so.
- JUDGE WACHENFELD: WHow would you have done it

on®s you think in & situ-
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oo wenld bave tried to nip this in the bud by

- alements who would be looked upon to push this
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YHE WITHESS: I would have brought in those
people who were known to be the troublemakers. 1

bringing the people in thet I em sure the
Englewood police knew would be the woving or prime

thing through. ‘

JUDGE WACHCHFELD: How do you do that? what
charge do you make Wm!nai thaem? W

THE WITHESS: You couldn’t meke any charge.
Telk to these people. :

. JUDGE WACHEWFELDs  You couldn't bring them m;__“

you would have to go to them and talk to thew?

THE WITRESSs 1 think they could have baen
brought in.

JUDGE WALHENFELD: How?l X

THE WITHESSs  Just by asking them, by invi &ing
them down to either police hesdguarters or to the

30“‘ o L1

nity center, an fce creem parior., These
ars my personal opinions, end I feel strongly.
This comas from being on the scene, talking to
these people and slso talking to the men and boys
who uctually performed or caused this disturbance, |
They fslt they hed no one who spoke to them or
tried to talk to them, . '
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| wob action prior to the county potice being called in?

- gounty police. The county pelice had already set up hesd.

| somecne threw 8 stone or fired & gun at & local food market,
| Foti's, As soon as this want over the radie, @3 soon as

| this happensc
| men to concentrate at the police renge. They formed there

1z |

- and elso formed together with varicus police deparim

g

By Mr. Jaffae:

Q@ wWes there any looting or bresking in or widespread

A No., There was ons inclident that brought the

quarters on the pistol renge, which {5 a short distence away
from Jay and willfam Street. At approximetely nine &'clock

i; the county police radio called in all their

1T
from other comounities, converged at Jay and williwse,
 JUDGE WACHENFELD: was that common knowledge?
THE WITRESS: Yes, sir.

JUDGE WACHEWFELD: Or did you only know about

it by reasen of the fact that you were & nawspaper

. L THE WITNESS: That wes comwon knowledge. The
boys and men et the scene were well awire of what

. . the move of the police.
They formed at Jay snd willism and they wers
. faced by this crowd of young boys, wen and & few
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women. Both lines were facing each other at
approximately nins-thirty., At this point thers
was @ Mr. Jackson and Wr, Crewley and Sheriff Job
whe went into the crowd, and I was right behind
them, and tried to talk to the youths to find out
what thelir gripes were,

At this point 1t struck me this was just &
group of belligerent people who wers out to rajse
- hell, some of them., Some of them had legitimate

- gripes, but there were quite & few that were out

- to raise hell and here wes 8 chance to get back
at Whitey. They had the Newark and the Plainfislg

rioting in mind, They felt let's raise some hel)

12
13

& of our own.

" By Mr. Jaffe
@ g Were these mostly youngsters?
M b They were 1 wou'ld say between fourteen and thirty
8 1l The majority of them were in thelr esrly twenties, a@kmﬁ
19 |l Crawley and the sheriff spoke to these pecple and asked
2 || them whet thelr complaints were, and they said poor housing,
2 || They had no place to go, and harassment by police. The
2 || narassment by police I discounted because this type of
- B || slement would be harassed 1f the police just told them teo
| % || knock off the crap game they were used to having in that
5 || area., That {s what they consider herassment.

o



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

LM

b s

ianrui to telk to these peaple. The oldar men had

HUTMDGE WACHMERFELD:  Is the crap game in that
#res tolersted by the police?

THE WITHESS: Ko, sfr. They weren't up teo
that point, Crap gemes are cosmon, but the police
would break them up up to this point, drive them
off the street, and they would retire to Mchsy
Park or behind some back yard where they couldn't
be seen.

1 falt that the situation could have been
eased at this particulse woment because one of th{
demands wis to get the police cut of thers. Thoy
winted to spesk to Mayor Volk and Mayor Volk was
finally convinced that he should go down into the

bean drinking, end [ think it reached & point wharL
you couldn’t reason with these people because now

they wares 50 excited with thefr own sower that the

—

couldn't be stopped. [ felt these boys couldn't
retreat. This type of boy doesn't retrest so
essily, Wwhen the police moved back after Mayor
Volk ceme down end spoke to them, he tried to talk
them (nte bresking up and going howe, At one
point he seid, “Go back to your TV sets end go back
to your fce cremm and ceke." At this point 1 thig*
it infuriated some of the element. The entire
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naighborhood wésn't in on this activity, As a

matter of fact, while I wes standing there one
colored gir! come over and tried to talk to these
men into going home, This was prior to the Mayor s
remarks, talk the men into going home, and they
told her to get back across the street, that they
were fed up with whitey's nonsense and promises,
and she said, "This is no way of doing 1t. There
are other ways of getting to do it without someond
getting hurt.”

At this point they weren't all excited as
haif the group seemed te be because half of the
group tried to resson with the other half at the
giri's insistence, Finally she walked across the
street and gave up,

At this point Sheriff Job radiced for Mayor

V@!h O Come

dgown, Mayor Volk came into the areas
and he wasn't forceful enough to convince these
people and his off-color remark about going back
ta the TV sets seenad to infuriate them sven mmrd¢

JUDGE WACHEWFELG: Wwhy should thet remark
cause them to be infuriated?

THE WITHESS: If someone offered you @
loliipop, you would be angered. 1 think this is
the wiay they took ft.
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0 JUDGE WACHENFELD:  1f you offered me one, 1
will take fv,

B1EHOP DOUGHERTYY It reminds me of Msrie
Antofnette's resark, "Let them eat cake,” 1
think this 1s the psychelegy fnvolved,

THE WITHESS: They rwmﬁw@ that remari.

JUDGE WACHENFELD: Do you know of any sug-
gestion that could have been made that they would
not have resented?

THE WITMESS: 1 am not @ statesman, 1 think
2 man who really knew these people, & man who had
bean in this srea and had minglted with these
people prior to this, as an official of the town,
had been more aware of fealings of these people,
had batter commur

fications with these people, they
would have respected snything he would have sald.
Thare was no communication, there was no dirsct
cormunication, end communication between the area
and thavﬂmu@aii came through men Yike Tibbs and
men Vike the Negro pastors in the areas,
Gorer OMATRMEN LILLEY: IF Me, Tibbs had gome with
the Mayor end strempted to help, would {t have
been constructive?

THE WITHESS: 1 think so, and I say that with
great feeling because ot one time Mr. Tibbs
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right thing or knowing how to talk to these peaple|

actuaily broke up & group of sngry pecple & week

Teter on the steps of City Hall, Mr. Tibbs
actually broke up & group of sbout fifty Negroes
who had merched on City Hall after Mayor Volk
wilked cut on thewm at Mcley Park. e, Tibbs safd)
"Go on home., We will take this from here." They
broke up very quickly, end the l1ittle mekeshife
band just morched awsy. It prevented what could
have been & very ugly situetion,

CHATRMAN LILLEY: Oo you have any theories
88 to why Mr, Tibbs was not there?

THE WITNESS: He wes not esked, es I learned
later. |
JUDGE WACHERFELD: who asked the mMayor to

talk?

_ THE WITHERS: Sheriff Job, becsuse the crowd
was demanding to speak to the Mayor, Sheriff Job
radioed hesdouarters and eésked the Mavor to come
dowr, \

JUDGE wﬁcm&nwﬁuwa The mob or the crowd wes
demanding to speak to the HMayor. Under those cire
cumstences when you comply with the suggestion or
the demand, what grester diplomecy could you use?

THE WITHESS: The diplemacy of saying the

1



1 carn JUDGE, WACHERFELD: Put you don't answer my

2 question. There is @ crowd of pecple who are

3 demanding @ﬂ,@&@@@g@@ﬂ@ or expressing thefr desir
4 te ik to th&,%@yﬁ?; Are you going to say to thi
5 eroud, ”Yﬂﬂ-ﬁﬁ@‘t‘tﬁik te the Mayor, but we are
6 going to let you talk to Mr, A or Mr, 81 Is aha#
7 & better diplomacy than saying, “vwe grant your

8 | request and the Mayor will be here™?

9 THE WITHESS: That 1s exactly what happened.
10 \ That 1s whet they wented and they got what they
| wanted. They wanted to talk to the Mayor ﬁir@@ttﬂ.
2 || 1 don't know what you are driving at,

I n f CHATAMAN LILLEY: 1 was intarested in whether|
| m;’ #r. Tibbs had been ssked along.

Now G JUDGE WACHENFELDs Do you think Tibbs alone

16 || without the Mayor would have been more effective

17 f: than he would have bearn with the Mevor?

18 f‘ . BISHOP DOUGHERTY: May I put the question

| » this way? You were on the scene, wers you not?

P | . THE WITNESS) Yes, sir.

3 In your fudgmen

't whs the
a situstion controllable up to the point that the
" Mayor spoke to them?

| u I THE WITRESS: Yeos, 1t could have been. It

;é M;é‘ » could have been 1f @ man Tike Tibbs would h@“"&ﬁﬁ?
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influence on this crowd. But thers again that 1s
8 guess on my part beceuse st this paint this
Crowd wes fea&ip@ its onts. These sre young bucks
who had nothing to do. It wes a Friday aight,
They had been drinking snd {t wes werm, My guess
is that Tibbs may have controlled it or at this .
point these young fellows were too imbued with

their own power snd they felt they were stron

,g,
This is the first time they ever had @& crowd this
size congregeted on that street corner, plus the

fact that there were @ few people egging them on

with challenges to knock whitey down, step on him,
This was also demonstrated at @ later meeting.

JUBGE WACHENFELD: Sut they were a8ll local
people.

THE WITHESS: As fer s | k now they were ail
local people. They all knew esch other. The one
man that was an outsider, and there agein he wes
not entirely en cutsider; he had been born and
raised in Englewocod end wis now living in Teanack,
8 colored wan nemed Sheffield, who seemed to have
& hold over these people.

By ¥r. Jaffes
What were the numbers of the young peoplel You




1 talked about the small vymmg bucks who really were the

2 ringleaders, How many in mm&éer were they?

3 A Agein I say the wajority of this crowd of Fifey
4 || to sixty people were in their mé’w twenties. Thare ware
5 || fifteen;, sixteen year old tesn-agers,

6 R They were the basic sges?

7 A:i oMo, sir. The twenty ysar olds were the core of
8 || the hostile fesling. '

9 R How meny would this bet weuld you juse gswas?

10 & Say about twenty-five to thirty,

" Q@ bo you know whether those were swployed or unem-
12 1l ployed just bassd on your observations?

13 | A hs 1 learnad later, a small per oantage were unem.
4 |l ployed and a Wi!mr percentage had criminal mcor‘da. v

15 ¢ The majority were employed with non-criminal

16 ;jrmras‘i

17 ok Rights

s | WJUDGE WACHEWFELD: What time of the day wes
19 ‘: this?

0 | ‘0 THE WITHESS® | This was et nine-thirty at

21 night when | wes on the scene. This wes o Friduy
5 ‘night. < Friday night among the Megro population |
23 48 @ night when checks are cashed and drinking is |
1 more prevalent,

" A JVDGE. WACHERFELD:  That follows the normasl

NI
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; o pattern.

2 . By Mr.oJuffes

3 @ o How many nights did this continue?

4 | A - Friday night, Saturdsy night, Sunday night and

5 || monday night. ki

6 r i@ Why di¢ it stop? whet do you think stopped ft?

7 || what defused the situation?

8 A I seem to feel that the Monday night following thq
9 th@ in the area 1t seemed to be the escape valve for

10 || this group, and they had 1|et off stesm this night and that
1 | was one reason, they had run out of steam.

= Secondly, the people like this fellow Sheffield were

13 1| toning down the mood of the real troublesakers. Tibbs was
4 || bacoming more prominent, The pastors in the sres were
15 || becoming more active in calming thase people down,
{ w | The people themselves in the ares had now been thoroughlly
. 1 || frightened by the shooting snd by the excitement of Mondey
1 || night's occurrences.
19 1 should correct myself and say I think they were the
20 || predominate factor in knocking this thing off beceuse the
2 || night of the muag, putside of the first night, was the
2 || night that they actually became frightened. The peopie
2 || bacame so frightened they themselves quelied this thing.
24 ¢  Inthe community from your knowledge is there much
| 35 || of an frritant betwesn m police and the black commu

ity,
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or do they get along fairly well?

A
is the small eleament, fellows who have been arrested. when
1 say criminal rummrda,;l don't think they committed

ser!au; crimes, but they have been errested and they have a

record.

istration's handling of the situation,
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They get along falrly well., The {irritant there

JUDGE WACHENFELD: 1Is there any criticism in
your publication editorialiy or otherwise in ref.
erance to the manner in which the police and the
municipal suthorites handled this cese?

THE WITHESS: Just on the part of the admin.

JUDGE WACHERFELD: What was ft, on editorfald

THE WITNESS:s Yes, sir. 1 had never witnessed
polfce brutality as had been witnessad in other
cities., 1 did witness one scene where & man wes

knocked down

and pummeled by police, but it was a
situation where thess police were under the im-
pression they ware being fired at. They were very|
tenss and very nervous., This asutomoblle cams down
this alley and evidently the driver had been
drinking and had not heard the command to halt.

He kept coming down the street, and then finally
when he noticed this Yine of blue in front of him

ha stopped. These guys were very tense. Most of
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them had never had a situation like this. Ninety.
nine percent of them had never been fn & situation
Tihke this before,

They pu!!mdvth& man out, At one point 1
&h@ugnéiiﬁ wis the police who were hysterical and
not the man {n the car. They were so axu!t&dfth@*
didn*t renlize what they were doing. Fortunately
there ware cooler heads who came and pulled these
police off, '?ha min wasn't injured, not to the
extant he hod to be hospitalized. 1 didn't even
notice any blood, He had just been pushed and
kicked., This wes due to the fact that these men
were naw to this ty@w of asction,

CHATEMAR LILLEY: Any other guestions? ?hnaq
you very much, Mr, Remeo. 1 appreciate your
coming., |

{witness excused. )

whersupon,

LA | ewdee ROBERY I. MILLER

called as & witness, sworn, testified as follows:
. CEXAMINATION
"By Mr., Jaffe:

g vould you put on the record your business and the




