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called a8 & witoess, duly sween, testified as followes

ERAMINATION

i  des, Eppexrson, I thenk you fox coming. I wans to
pliin we take & transcript of everyibing thes is said,
A It is pexfectiy okay,

& At some subseguent tiwe it will be made publie,
I also want 19 mesuxe you that these traaseripts are given
te all the Comedssion vewbers, Sisce we woet Four tiwes 8

week, we cannot get wil Comsission hembes

but they do all resd them and consider them, 8o with your
persission we would Like to start,
Could you plesse give se your full nese, sddgess, your

wsent posdtion snd 8 livtle bit about your background in
the Clty of Newarky
A well, ny full sese is Louise Lpperson. I reside
8t 40 Twelfth Avenue in Newark. & s active da all ecivic
ss well ss politicel affeirs dn the city. I live in the

target sres that is propos
school,
sur city because i am ome that fizuly Delieves that sy

school, whethes 4t be medical aud deatal, scademic or what,
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is good for the city., I wasteverything that is goed for
my city, But I am opposed

- to 150 seres of lend, 1 am
opposed for the sase ressom there is wo housing for my
people to seve dats, I s & widew womss swniug wy own

hone, keepling it up to standssds the best that I caa, and
where will § get saother losn? WYhere will I start over
sgain at wy late age fn Jife? The woney they went to offer

we for wy bhowe certainiy will not purchase & home for me,
i ket king of » bhome do you have?
A 1 beve & ope-faniiy bouse,
§ Aot waere s it located?

A At 40 Twelfih Avesue in Newsrk, I wrote
Governor Driscolli®s office, 1 tried to take this tuing ine

steps, 1 first weat to see the mayor. I went down to see

foners, apd [ told thesm they could have our bome
if they will build houses for us to move in since there are
BO Louses.

I wrote %o Governor Hughes,
They seferred we to soueone else, I wrote to the
somecone else snd they gave me like & run around,

1 even wrote to Semator Csse in Washington. I had
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& Aletvor fxom him reforriog me back to Goveraos
liughes sod 1o our eity fathezs, Woll, it was just
uttexr disvegand is the city for everything, Wwhen

i fizet had & seatdng & javited our honerable
meyor to cowe %o this weetiog snd 10 shswer the

charges that we felt were wrong, thet we were bedng
dealt with wafairiy in the city. I alsc put it ia
print, that wedte up dn the Newasrk fAveuning News
tant Af he didn't went o come, he could send any
: that be had, sny of his sdvisors sad 1 would
openly debate the things with them because we had

checked thorsughly oa the bousing situstion.
naig cleiws there is pieaty of

sousing, Oestlesen, this is ant true, He bossts
abouk how saay houses, how uany suits thei the A
people were Livisg s every year snd resting every

year, This is true, but iV only mesnt that

five-room spartwent snd thereby somebuody 4
pue-Eoom Bpactment would nove to the three-room

sut of the old Fairmount project that had %o leave
the city ia order to find sdequate howsisg to livel

i
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& bave told wiw of wis. I will tell you ind

Epperson 5

in. There is plenty of widdie~income houses,
Everybody woted 10 have more of thew built, but

who can afford to live in them? If your hesrt
desices, your pocketbuok wou't allow 4t. Tuis ds
tzue, . '

te bave gone dows to the Plamming bosrd tiue

had say kind of regard at ali, The suly thiag
that secns 0 b interestisg to these people o
they sre set dolng sayibdag et like they aze Jusy

trying to eradicate fvstead of to build up., This
is teue, lo matter what you say, this is irue

i snly wish osur honorsble wayor wos here, because

wiil tell sayoue this. 1t s the disregand o
poopie,
I fizely believe that asyous shat iz slected
to oifice, nis fivet duty showld be of the people,
peopile sl Oy the %mm* R

e because there is chaos in the city,
We hed ab sgly siteation bere in Newsck this
swsmer thet you Bl know mbout, This thing couwld
hve besw averted if omiy someouns
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Lpperson 7

listened, We weot down to» the city heil, We
went o meetiug wfter weotiog week afver week and
arued then, Woeea thie thing gets out of hand

hese young people wo ope cam stop At, I
iy can't stop dt, 1 certalaly tried to
xobbing aad stealing sond bersing snd the %&m

parteeat sud the State troopers and ail this
nilitia shooting people down wmearsnuted, It was

rue than the Hoston lausms ,
where you wezen't safe An your own bome, This
ili sever get out of my sescry, and I hope I

will never, never have to live throsgh sueh »
sens agsin,

i think you people that is in office ox that
is sppointed by the Governor showld reslly Look

fnto the situntion in Newark becsuse it is far,

far frow being on sn eves keel even. I mean this,
You caanot jJest go sround, sed 4t seens 1o we

housing situation. He knows 4%,

You want te know what is wrong? The oady

. that the people are dodong is tryieg o push
Taliding abowt taeks snd guns and all this
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stuff, this fsn*t solving the probles, gentiemen,
because I don®t care how wany tanks, how many gunel
how muny i~% dogs you get, 1 dop't care what the

situntion is, waless you plan to kill every black

womsn, men aad child im this city, it will not
work, We must have housing, e sost bave schooaling
for cur children to go %o, This wedicel school is
fine for o city tut not with 150 seres of land,

This is vidiculous, preposterous, You could put
ten medical schools in that auch lend snd etill
have & big campus and everything else, ¥e need
housieg, Ve oeed housisg for people to Live in,

Is there anything else thet you would 1ike to
know?
Police, slso the State Police and the militds,

trying te ohserve peance ght in & three-fold
situntion, It hes alweys been sadd that the black|

asn tewrs down his own, that he sever bothers
saything else but his own, Well, this tise




1 own aad the people whose stores were aot ipoted
2 and burned 4t the cuiset, they lmmediately wrote
4 "soal drother™ on their window soe that even my

- white friends, 1 went over sund wrote "Soul Brother®
3 on ihelr windows teylag to spare their stoves and
hidngs that wass't slresdy destroyed, They dig

7 this v srder to protect thewselves from the blacks
8 that weze rovikg and burning., Then you turn

i sround sad the whites come siong that sre sest

o into the gity to restore pesce and order, amd they
i fire four and five rounds of shots all through the
12 night over sieeping citizens, skooting dut every

13 window thet says “Goul Brother.” They were sent

14

bere to protect smd o restore, not cause chaos
gl the way they did,

16 iR, DRISCOLL: Ve sre jJust teying to get the
bl facts, ¥e sppreciate your belp, but did you see |

18

19

bia I see ity
P THESS 3 i sew sont M &** ﬁ“@

20

|

MR, DRISCOLL: And what did you see

i WITNLS Specifically I was up %o wuy
gisifriend's house on Clinton Avenue and I saw the
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- owail sntil they bhad to do sometbing,

military police, not the city, but the State
policemen come in. I spent the night ot ber house
¢ I was afradd o travel, You would have to

go ever &0 for aroumd o tzeavel, Sue bes & business
pu the voraer of Cilinton Avenue., I saw the staie
siiicin come Sn and I saw thes shooting ep and
down Clinton Avenue, Ihey éven bad that big task
in a parking lot and shot scyoss her house,

¥e got out of bed, put the sofe and thinge
against the door because we thought we would be
killed din the bouse, This is the trath,
And ¢id you ses the Htate

I couldn®t tell you whether
tiiey wore the siste, wheiber they wese the city,
e ther they were midlitia or what, I koow they

were arued asd with the tsysnets on the guan

iiing and burning. They just pushed them to the

HADUAN LILLEY: Thank you, Mrs. Epperson,
We sppreciate your comisg here and tellisg your
atory,

(Witness excused)
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THOWAS. B, HAYDIN

By wr, jaffes
@ Mr, daydem, I would Like to put on the record thet
we are takiog & stenogrephic tems
se we take of il witnesses who sppesr before the Commission

weript of your testisony

sud testify, smdssion's fntention that at sme
tine subsequent to the filing of the report with the
Governdr this transcript, slong with the tramseript of all
the witnesses, will be sade public in the form of being

fi1 isuse 1ibracy snd vavious wniversities
apd the public will heve sccess to %, S50 I would 1like

you to be advised of the fact that whst you say pow will st
sose time in the future be pudlic, _

Could you give us your full naue, sddress aod just
very briefly sketch for us your educstiosel backgrow

your background im the City of Rewark, v
been affilisted ﬁiz&, what groups yo TeRES
affitiated with? Just a little bit ebuus Wﬂiﬁ

& Sy nsse fs Thosas Ha I an 38 years old, 1

reside 5t 227 jelleff Avenuwe,
& In the City of Rewark?
A & heve gesided in the City of Newark since the




