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THE STATE UNIVERSITY OF NEW JERSEY CA000157L

RUTGERS

Campus ot Newark

School of Law-Newark « Constitutional Litigation Clinic
S.1. Newhouse Center For Llaw and Justice
15 Washington Street . Newark « New Jersey 07402-3192 « 201/648-5687

June 5, 1987

Mr. C. Roy Epps, President

Civic League of Greater New Brunswick
47-49 Throop Avenue

New Brunswick, NJ 08901

Dear Roy:

Enclosed please find recent newspaper clippings.
in connection with 01ld Bridge.

Sincerely,

encls

cc/Neisser, Payne (w/encls)

Counsel: Frank Askin-Jonathan M. Hyman {Administrative Director) -Barbara Stark
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By K.J. cOCUZ20
News Tribune staff writer
OLD BRIDGE ~ With new houses
“sprouting up like dandelions on a
. suburban lawn, township officlals

ment.
The township's master plan —

now in draft stages — may be the .

“best way Lo do that, some municipal
officials say.
E::' ~ “It shouid protect the town for the

. pext 20 years,” said Planner Henry -

Bignell. “We're also proving environ-

-should be not be developed, or at
[east developed at extremely low
"(bousing) densities.* -

+- The preliminary findings of Hintz-
. Nelessen Associales, the township's
.master.plan consultant, indicated

‘nington-based firm shows large

areas of Old Bridge conlaining wet.-

lands and-or high water tables. Some
of the land is designated for aquifer
-fpecharge. = . . .

———

mentally that most of Old Bridge”

“I don't think"any of us realized
the extent of the wetlands in 0id
Bridge and the importance they

-seem to have slatewide and natiop-
. ally,” said Planning Board member
say they are doing their best to put -
_the brakes on residential develop- -

Philomena Genatempo. “We bave
conslraints. We have to look at

things in a different light.” - -~ .
~ Besides housing, (he wetlands

findings will also affect the town-
ship’s road network, which officia
agree needs improvement. '

Carl Hintz, a principal in Hintz.

Nelessen Associates, said the pro-
posed Trans-Old Bridge Expressway
“cannot be built because a major
portion of if is wetlands.® et

The expressway, planned to be Old
Bridge’s second major east-west
artery after Roule 518, was con-
{ained for years in previous master

" plans. :
.that abput balf of OId Bridge's 4¢
'square tiles may be undevelopable. .

¢ Ooe map prepared by the Pen-

Under its original alignment,” the
bighway would have connected
Toutes 51€, 18, 9 and 34 with Exit 120
of the Garden State Parkway in the

_ township's Laurence Harbor section.

Residential development in the
late 19703 and early 19805 elimin-

- ated the proposed link between

Route 34 and the parkway.

" In South 0Id Bridge, Olympia &
York and Woodhaven Village, two
major builders, were to construct

“large segments of the expressway as
_part of their projects.

Butl the O&Y and Woodhaven
developments — which at one time
totaled about 16,000 housing units —
remazin uncertain because of wet-

-lands.

Hintz told Old Bridge officials

‘Route 516 does not need (o be
‘Widened fo four lanes. -

Hi¢ partner, Anton Nelessen,
recommended the two-lane county
bighway be improved, particularly

. at its intersections, from the Brown-
“town commercial area to Morgan-

ville Read.

Obe improvement aiternalive is
installation of jughandles. With high-
volume rush hour traffic in the
mornings and evenings, It is hearly
impossible {0 make left turns from
Route 516, local officials said.

*It’s a really good idea fo have a
traffic consultant do a study of the
highway,” Hintz said.

- :Mayor Russell Azzarello, who is

ab a planning board member, said
Hiz’s recommendations for Route
5 make sense,

The Municipal Complex {at Route
S5t and Cottrell Road) would be the
b for downlown Old Bridge,”
Awrrelle said. “But you cap’f do
tt with a four-lane Route. S18. Al
th width, it would be 2 super-high-
w,:. -

" he Hintz-Nelessen master plan

‘enisions Coltrell Road as the future

dwntown or “main street” area, an
ide Azzarello called excellent.

| Hintz-Nelessen survey of town-
3§ officials showed a preference
fafive-acre building lois and resis-
tace to strip-type commercial
declopment along 014 Brid ge's

bigway frontages.

1 think the master plan shows '

th runaway development of the

 tomship is a thing of the past,”

Aurello said. “If you can’t build
rols Lecause of wetlands, you ceyp-
taily can’t build bouses.” ST
§id Mrs. Genatempo: “If nothing
elg we have a better understanding
ofthat needs to be cbanged in Old
Brke_“ - ’ ) ; . .
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i ‘ News Tribume staff wiker

. has offered to pay Old Bidge $15
: milion instead of actwally bullding pancy fc each dwelling.

' _ O&Y building 10 percent, or 06 of is

- — s 7

B i

O&Y seeks deal on M. Laurel housmg‘

ByKJCO(lJZZO
OLD BRIDGE -— Olympi & ork

Oll Brzdge offered $1 5 mzllzon

Mamllawellmsmghemhehlews The $5 million would equal threg-
Tribune has Jearned. -~ quarters of Old Bridge's proposed

The Toronlo-based builder,in a pri- $20.6 nillion municipal budget for

vate meeting last week, sugested a 1987.
emtribnhonoﬂ:i,Mperhmngunit “The nly supulauonmu\emmey
to tbe fownship's AffordableHousing is that ihas to be spent on subsidizing

Trust Fund, instead of cotructing rents fo income-qualified people and’
low- and moderate-income nnis. - upgradig the community,” 6th Ward

0&Y has revised plans ciling for Councilmn Thomas O'Maliey said. =

2 mwiti-phased 5,000-unit houing proj- "Themoeylsmtforthemtrucﬁw
ect off routes 9 and 18, Tuas and of Jow-and moderate-income bous—'
-Englishtown  roads m Soth Ol ing” -

- "Bridge. O'Mally, a Republican whose ward

Under the proposal, OkY wald pay Includesnost of South Old Bridge, said
$3,000 per unit to the upon 0&Y mde the proposal in a meeting
{hemmnceo!;eemﬁmmfm Iast‘h:eda_fbetwemhwyers!orthe

(Continued from Pagei-1) Mount hurel agreement w:th Wood—
it. Tt's too early for me fogive ihehaven ad OLY. :
proposal a ves or a 0o, but I's 50me-  Ope wineil Democrat, who asked
thing we bave to seriously c0slder.™ pot (o le identified, said he heard
was rejected, an alternativecould be offer.

. < 'Evuifwehad somelhingonthe
it g, vt 10Te 5 1 e should till push for the
set asideof the Mount Laurel agree-

- ‘fhe bipartisan Township Council ment” } said. *We want low-density
voted, 7-0, in a private meetig Thurs- housing Lilt in South Old Bridge. But

day to continue with a court notlon (0 i sounddtke OXY I8 trying to salvage

set aside Oid Bridge's Jamury 1986 some of s project.”

township, the bmlder Woodhaven Vil-
lage Inc. and the Civic Leagve of
Greater New Brunswick.

~ “We haven’t received the (O&Y} pro-
posalmwntmg.lt:ustcameuplast
week and was reported to me by one
of our atformeys,” said Civic League

President C. Roy Epps...
“Butthefesbem an indication of

smmmter&stmdomgmis.lmﬂ
reserve further comment until we

~have a formal proposal,” Epps said.

Township Law Director Jerome
Convery declined comment Friday,
indicating the Old Bridge Mount Lau-

rel litigation involving O&Y, Woodha-. -
_venandusetﬁwclcague is an execy-

e s ey, - -

O&Y Bulder wants to av01d constructlon

Township officials say tbe amount
of wellands at the 0&Y and Woodha-
ven siles makes it impossible o build
1,056 and 582 Mount Laure]l units,
-respectively.

The original Q&Y and Woodhaven
plans, withdrawn last year after the
discovery of vast wetlands, called for
10,560 and 5,820 residential units,

1 Superior Court Judge Eugene Ser-
pentellt sets aside the Mount Laure!
setllement, 013 Bridge plans to ask
him for jon to go to the stafe
Affordable Housing Council

tive session tler re
Lioyd Brown, executive vice pr&—
. dent of O&Y Old Bridge Development
Corp., a subsidiary of the building
giani, also declined 1o comment. N
But OMailey said “Everyone

'agreedbn the supu!atedmmey The

Civic League alse agreed to drop thezr
so-called magic number (Old Bridge's
fair share designation of Mount Iaurel

l!ﬂlT.S). -

“The Civie League agreed to our
ordinance which calls for 2 -10 per:

.cent set aside for low- and moder

ate-income housing and four units peg
acre,” he said. “There's been no formal
action on this O%Y proposal, but therg
hasbemameetmgonhemindson 1t.,
Everything was in a stalemate before
See 0&\' Page Al

L

2t & ik O

The housing panel has estimated the :
township's “fair share” of low- and .

moderate-income dwellings at 417.
“Our argument is that we have

already met the §17 figure. The 1,668 -
figure {called for in the Mount Laurel °
package, with 0&Y and Woodhaven

contributing a total of 1638 unils) is
meaningless at this point,” sald Demo-

cratic Mayor Russell Axzarello. “All .
the facts on which the Mount Laure]

agreement was based bave changed

because of the weflands and the

Affordable Bmming Courcil. We have
no altematwe now.®
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Old Brldge officials want

‘master planner removed

By K.J. 0OCLZZO
News Tribuge staff writer

OLD BRIDGE -- Towunship offi-
cials want court-appoinled master
planner Carla Lerman removed
from Old Bridge's Mount Laurel
case because of an alleged conflict
of interest, officials said Friday.

The Township Councit and Plan-
ning Board, in separate privale
meetings last week, voled uvnani-
mously ob resolulions seeking Ms.
Lerman's ouster.

It is possible that Ms. Lerman
may have been in conflict, township
officials said, when she s0ld a Tean-
eck bome to the relatives of a man
who used to work for Samuel Hal-

pera, a principal in Woodhaven Vil-

iage Inc.

: The Woodbridge-based company is
one of two builders involved in Old
Bridge'’s January 1986 couri-
approved Mount Laure) agreement
thal Ms. Lerman helped negotiate.

. “There’s wmothing {o defend

- because 1 have done nothing that
“beeds defense,” Ms. Lerman said

Frlday. “1 explained fhe sitvation
completely to all parties. 1 haven't
heard from the township, or its

attorney on what action they've

taken. *T willlet the judge decide (on
the removal). I{'s his decision since
he appointed me.” ‘

State Superior Court Judge
Eugene Serpenielli named Ms. Ler-
man, an employee with the state
Department of Community Affalrs,
as the court's master planner here in
1984,

Her job was to assist in negofiat-

ing a Mount Laurel compliance -
package between Old Bridge, Wood- -

haven, Olympia & York and the
Civic League of Greater New Bruns-
wick.

Township Law Director Jerome-

Convery and Planning Board Altor-
ney Thomas Norman, in 2 series of
letters earlier this year, asked Ms,

Lerman for informalion eoncerning.

the house sale. She complied.
- In {he correpondence, Ms. Lerman

indicated she learned by accldent
about the possible

coaneciion

between'the buyers and Woodham
She informed Serpentelli about the

'pomhle conflict sometime belween

Nov. 24 and Dec. 5, 1986, He advised

-:Ms. Lerman to notify all the lawyers
_involved m old Bridge s Mount Lau-
: ‘'rel case.

A sale agneement for the flve-bed-

‘room unfinished home was executed
"on Dec. 30, and the closing took

place March 2 of this year, The sale

* price was $275,000.

Council members Barbara Cannon
and Arthur Haney publicly accused
Convery last Thursday of withhold-
ing information about Ms. Lerman’s
possible conflict — a charge he den-
ied as “ludicrous.”

" “When I have aomething of sob--

stance I go to the council, but not for
day-to-day, routine work. When I got
all the correspondence (on Ms. Ler-

man), 1 brought it to ihe couscit "
— and (hat was Thursday,” Convery
" another pimer (because of Old»

said.
He declined to discuss the merits
of the townships action ou the con-

e e
w-....-.a-..._‘-ﬂ.ai....a.-a#~ ~‘&-._..._'

iy

Mrs. Cannawd Haney said they &
were concerd ‘even if we're just %
talking aboui appearance of a2 ~
contlict of inues.”

“We spentibl of hours with Ms.
Lerman ‘taliig about the O&LY. -

- Woodhaven grement. She sat in on»
. sensitive negliions,” Mrs. Cannon :

said. _
Lloyd Bros, ecutive vice pres- ,

‘ident-of O&I0M Bridge Develop- *

ment Corp. 1Est Brunswick, said
he was surpridby the move to oust
Ms. Lerman,

“When wd g out to lunch as 4
group — oulwyers and the town-‘,
ship’s lawya - we'd plck up the ™~
tab. Carla wi pay her own way.
Nobody wod vorry zbout it but |
her, and yacouldn't argue with”
her,” Brownaid “Carla Lerman i IS
as straight athey go.

“She’)l pridhly be replaced with -

Bridge's prést)” he said. “In the
overall plcim, it won’l make any .

~_difference.

{lict lssue,. .
/
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Town seeks
planner’s

dicymiccal
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‘- . | seekingio nulmy‘nwnz_ﬁn:m'gaum
nﬂ] | seftlement because of the discov-
‘ ﬁndS rOICS CO ct | ery of envaronmema)l{_ sensitive

whiyimmeas

/ lopment.
|| By LENNY MEUSUHGQ property slated for developmen

and JOE SABQ , i A court hearing on the motion is
Horme News staff wnters "B expected to be scheduled w:thm

the next two weeks. e

Lerman was appomted by serb
pentelli to supervise the negotia-
tions among Old Bridge, the state,
Woodhaven Village, and Olympia
& York, angther deyelopraent firm
that plans to build thousands of
homes in the townshlp :

. Lerman could not he rcached
i for comment yesterday. .

. . .o .h " |
OLD BRIDGE!-— The Townsmp
Council wants Carla Lerman to be |
dismissed as the court-appointed
master who oversees the town's.
i| Mount Laurel II compliance plan®
'} because Lerman atlegedly sold
property . tb someone affiliated
with a developer involved in the
affordable-housing hugatmn, offj-
cials said yesterday. .- . . vy,
The council, at a‘private Sessmn .
t{ Thursday night, unanimously ap- !
proved- a resolution calling for \
|{ state Superior Court Judge Eu- i
gene Serpentelli to remove Ler-
'} man from her master planner post

Township Attorney Jerome J.
Convery and Planning Board
Chairwoman Joan George said
that as a matter of policy, they do
.| not comment on issues dxscussed
‘{ inprivate sessfon. . . -

because of a “possible appearance ! Planning Board Attomey Thom-

l. of conflict of mterest * officials } as Norman was not available for

|{ said. g comment. R

I The Oid Bridge Planmng Board -
took similar action at a private R .
meeting earlier this week, said Yy '

several sources who asked not to
be identified. |
} According to the sdurces, Ler- !
man has sold & plece of property
in Bergen County to a pcrson ami-
iated with Woodhaven Vmsge Inc
of Woodbridge.
Woodhaven Village is one of two
large development firms that filed L
! suit against Old Bridge in 1984,
contending that the township had
failed to comply with the state’s
Mount Laurel II ruling. The ruling
requires developing New Jersey
municipalities to provide & “fair
share" of housing for familles with
} low and moderate incomes.: \
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