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February 7, 1986

Hon. Eugene D. Serpentelli, A.J.S.C.
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
Ocean County Court House
CN 2191
Toms R i v e r , New J e r s e y 08754

Re: Urban League of G r e a t e r New B r u n s w i c k , et al
v s . Borough of C a r t e r e t , e t al .
( N o r t h B runsw ick C-4122-73)

Dear Judge Serpentelli:

We a r e w r i t i n g on b e h a l f o f p l a i n t i f f , B r u n s w i c k M a n o r
A s s o c i a t e s w i t h r e g a r d t o t h e l a s t e l e m e n t o f t h e T o w n s h i p o f
N o r t h B r u n s w i c k ' s c o m p l i a n c e p a c k a g e ; s p e c i f i c a l l y , t h e
A f f o r d a b l e H o u s i n g O r d i n a n c e . The T o w n s h i p ' s z o n i n g o r d i n a n c e
was a d o p t e d i n F e b r u a r y , 1 9 8 5 .

On M o n d a y , F e b r u a r y 3 , 1986 t h e T o w n s h i p C o u n c i l v o t e d t o
n o t a d o p t t h e A f f o r d a b l e H o u s i n g O r d i n a n c e . T h e
c i r c u m s t a n c e s u n d e r w h i c h t h e C o u n c i l d i s a p p r o v e d t h e o r d i n a n c e
a r e i n t e r e s t i n g . The N o r t h B r u n s w i c k T o w n s h i p C o u n c i l i s
composed o f seven m e m b e r s . One member h a s , t h r o u g h o u t t h i s
l i t i g a t i o n , d i s q u a l i f i e d h i m s e l f due t o a c o n f l i c t o f i n t e r e s t
l e a v i n g s i x v o t e s . T h e F e b r u a r y 3 , 1986 v o t e on t h e A f f o r d a b l e
H o u s i n g O r d i n a n c e was t h r e e members i n f a v o r o f a d o p t i o n , t w o
members o p p o s i n g a d o p t i o n and one a b s t e n t i o n . The T o w n s h i p ' s
f o r m o f g o v e r n m e n t r e q u i r e s f o u r a f f i r m a t i v e v o t e s i n o r d e r t o
a d o p t an o r d i n a n c e a n d , t h e r e f o r e , t h e A f f o r d a b l e H o u s i n g
O r d i n ance f a i 1 e d .

The o r d i n a n c e r e j e c t e d by t h e C o u n c i l was a J a n u a r y 2 9 ,
1 9 8 6 d r a f t w h i c h d r a f t r e f l e c t e d m o d i f i c a t i o n s r e s u l t i n g f r o m
n e g o t i a t i o n s d u r i n g t h e J a n u a r y 2 4 , 1986 s e t t l e m e n t c o n f e r e n c e
b e f o r e Y o u r H o n o r and s u b s e q u e n t n e g o t i a t i o n s . I t was o u r
u n d e r s t a n d i n g t h a t t h e J a n u a r y 2 9 , 1986 d r a f t was a c c e p t a b l e t o
t h e M a s t e r , t h e U r b a n League and t h e b u i l d e r - p l a i n t i f f s .
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The C o n s e n t O r d e r e n t e r e d i n t h i s m a t t e r by You r Hono r on
S e p t e m b e r 1 0 , 1 9 8 4 , p a r t i c u l a r l y p a r a g r a p h s 17 and 18 t h e r e o f ,
e s t a b l i s h e d t h e p r o c e d u r e by w h i c h t h e T o w n s h i p was t o e n a c t
c o m p l i a n t o r d i n a n c e s . Some s e v e n t e e n ( 1 7 ) m o n t h s have p a s t
s i n c e t h e e n t r y o f s a i d C o n s e n t O r d e r w h i c h c o n t e m p l a t e d 45
d a y s t o r e a c h a g r e e m e n t on r e v i s i o n s and 60 d a y s t o e n a c t t h e
o r d i n a n c e .

I n l i g h t o f t h e f o r e g o i n g , and p u r s u a n t t o p a r a g r a p h 17 o f
t h e S e p t e m b e r 1 0 , 1984 C o n s e n t O r d e r , we r e s p e c t f u l l y r e q u e s t
t h a t Your Honor a p p o i n t C a r l a Lerman as M a s t e r , r e q u e s t t h a t
Ms . Lerman r e p o r t on t h e J a n u a r y 2 9 , 1986 d r a f t o f t h e
A f f o r d a b l e H o u s i n g O r d i n a n c e a n d , t h a t You r Honor s e t t h i s
m a t t e r down f o r a c o m p l i a n c e h e a r i n g .

T h a n k i n g you f o r y o u r a t t e n t i o n o f t h e a b o v e , I am

t r u l y

FOR
R L S : a l

c c : C a r l a Lerman
E r i c Nei s s e r , E s q .
Don a i d R. Da i nes , E s q .
F r e d e r i c S. K e s s l e r , E s q .
L e s l i e S . L e f k o w i t z , E s q .
M i k e K a p l a n
Ken Wi I s on
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