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CLEVELAND BENSON, sworn.
DIRECT EXAMINATION BY MR. AUCIELLO:

Q Mr. Bénson, my name 18 Dennils Auciello and
T'm an attorney associated with the law firm of Rubin &
Lerner, Mrg Lerner is tﬁe attobﬁey,for the‘Borough of
Highland Park and the reason you're here today is‘to'enable
thé Borough of Highland Park to ask you a number of questions
concerning your status as a plaintiff in a lawsult, which
has been brought against a number of municipalities 1in

Mlddlesex County, one of which is the Borough of Highland

‘Park. It's for that reason why you're here and I'm goling

-to ask you a series of questions,

}ffIf you don't understand a questioh'which I ask you,

“ask me to repeat it. Don't answer anything that you're
is ‘not sure what the question is.
A Right.

Q ~ And you must verbalize, you must speak all

of yonr.answers, because the reporter can't put down a nod
/pf the head, either affirmatively or negatively., You

understand that?

A Yes.

Q If I ask you any queétisns‘Which are
objected to by your attofney, Mr.,Searing, then you should
not answer the questicn,ﬁunless directed to;do sé by your

attorney. Understand that?




A n s

-3

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

Benson-direct , ’ -3

A Yeah.

Q Mr. Benson, where do you‘presently-reSidé?
A | 103 School Street in Piécataway Township.

Q Mr. Benson, have you ever resided at

425 South 8th Street in the Borough of Highland Park?

A South 8th Avenue, yes.
Q | When did you start living at Schoolistreet,
"Piscataway?"
A | The 12th, I don't know‘the-exact date, a few days

before‘Christmas.

Q ‘So you've resided 1§‘Piscataway since
Decembér of 19742 |
A ,Yés, Deceﬁber, just'a‘féw days before Christmas.
I don't have the exact date with me,71 don't think.

Q | That's okay. Mr.‘Benson, have you seen the
complaint which was filed in this lawsaité
A“ . Yes, I ha&e. |

Qﬁ Do you remember when you saw the complaint?

Was it after last Christmastime?

A ‘I would say 1t was sometime during the month of,

sometime during the month oeray; 7l

| Q And at that time your address was 4o5
South 8th Avenue, Borough of Highland Park?
A No. At that time whehllrfirst'was aware of these

reports my address was in Jamesburg,
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Q What I want you to do is, I want you to go
backwards from the present time and tell me all the places
you've lived, let‘sgsay.for’over the~pést eight or 10
years., |

MR. SEARING: I object to that.

Wwill you,exﬁlain the rele&ance of that to

Highland Park? | o

MR, AUCIELLO: In the complaint,

Mr. Benson states that he has iived in

Highland Park’at’least twlce during somé

certain period.

| ’MR, SEARING: kI would not object

to any answer thét‘s direcmﬁtnward when he

lived in Highland Park, but T would object

to taking him back eight or iO years, unless
it's necessary to get in to the Highland

Park addfess, which T don't think it is.

Q Mr. Benéon, tell me the filrst time you
fesided in the Borough of Highland Park,

A The first time I resided in the Borough of Highland
Park was December 18, 1971, |

Q ~‘And how longkdid you live in Highland Park
from that period?

A T lived‘iﬁ Highland'Park'from"71;'Décember 18,

until 174, February 28 T think it was, yeah, I'm quite sure,
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Benson-direct | 5
February 28,

Q Did you move from Highland Park around

February the 28*:‘:1‘7

A Yes, I did.
Q Where did you go?
A T moved to Jamesburg
Q And how long did you llve in Jamesburg9
A o I lived in Jamesburg from February the 28th untll

-~ July, let's~see, July the lst.

Q And did you move--
A Back to Highland Park
l‘Qed73i And you resided in Highland Park until

December of ?7ﬂ9
A I moved back to Highland Park at 425 8th Avenue

lived there‘until September, October, November, moved away

the last part of October

Q ﬂﬁ Wbere did you go9

A Redmond Street New Brunswick
Q ld “How leng did you stay there?
A I stayed}toereluntll I moved at my present address;
Q  So you stayed at Redmond Street until

approximately Christmastime, '74¢?

A Yeah.
Q Since Christmes, you've been residing in
Plscataway?
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February of 1974 you had to sell a house in Highland Park

A Right,

you're saying that during the‘last year, which you resided

A Yeah. 394 South 7th Avenue.

Benson-direct 6

A Right.

Q Mr. Benson, the complaint states that in
after living in it for two and a half years.

Q Because you could not”afford'the mortgage
payments;' You searched for moré'than a:year before locating
a two-bedroom apartment in Jamesburg.

A Right.}

Q Just so it's clear in my mind, 1s what

in Highland Park; you were looking for another place to
live? |
A | Right. |

Q  wWill yoﬁ tell me what the address of the
Highland Park dwelling was, where‘you lived from‘December 18,

171 through February 28, '74?

Q Could you tell me whether you were a house
owner or a tenant at the South 7th Avenue address?
A Well, I wés a house owner, I bought the hoﬁse._ I
was a house owner; I bought the house.

Q And you remember who you bought 1t from?
A | ‘Yes. I bought. it through A & B Real Estate Company,

and Jersey Mortgage Company held the mortgage.
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A The purchase price was,28/9, $28;900.
Q | Can you recall what your mortgage payments
were?: |
A | Yes, I do, very clearly. At first they were 286
‘ monthiy, | |
- Q Did that includertaxe5§
A Yeah, 1t included taxes.

Benson-direct = T

Q And where were you living before you moved
to Highland Park in late '712
A I was living in Somerset, 422 West Point Avenue.

| Q Did you have much difficulty finding that

A Yes, quite a bit., I had Just come back and I was.
kind of second new to the area,rl lived here before, 20
years ago. But in the cése where I was living, I was pécked
up with my brother and there was no room. So T had to get
out and find a place of my bwn.

I had quite a bit of difficulty finding, T had to
look heré and look thefe. I finally found this Mr. Brunson,
a real estate man. So he went to work for me,

Q ’And did Mr. Brunson find you this house
in‘Highland Park?
A Right.

Q How much moneyidid you pay;for the house,

what was the purchase price of the house?
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'Q ' Did 1t then become another figure?
A Yes. Later it was another figure added on, which

Went up to $297.

Q@ Was that because of an increase in taxes?
A Yeah,
- Q Now, where were you employed at the time

| you made an appiication,for‘the mortgage?

A I was employed at Somerset County Bridge Department.
Q And at the time you left the South Tth

Avenue house in late February of '74, by whom were yéu

employed?
A T was employed by Kailser Aluminum.
Q - Can you tell me,wheﬁ{you gtépped working for

the Somerset County Bridge Deparﬁmeq§? 
A _Yeah, October, '72. E
Q And do you remember;ﬁﬁat jbﬁr income was
in late December of !'71, when yéﬁ‘fiﬁsi mdﬁed to Highland
Park? : e
A . Well, yes, I remember, Tt ?§§gsohé££ing like $250
every two weeks., Actually I was Oh‘fhe wOfking Poor Program,
Q And when ybu left the‘SOmerset County Bridge

Department in October of '72, what did you then‘do?

A I started to work for Kaiser Aluminum.
Q Do you remembér what your salary was there?
A Yeah. My salary there runs from 10,000 to 13,000 a
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‘vcoming'into the house. Did your wife work?

~veteran's disability. ‘I told you I was on the Working Poor. |

'So actually I was getting a certain amount of money from

Benson-direct o - - 9

year,

Q wa, let's say from the period of December 1§

working for the Somerset County Bridge Department, I'd like

you to'tell‘me}What other income, from any source, you had

A k ,'N6:' The‘oniy°1ncomeFI‘had come in was 10 percent
disability, veteranﬁé pensionQ  ‘ |

Q You tell us that you live with your‘wife and 
seven children-- | |

A I beg your pardon. T told you 10 percent from

the welfare to make out enough for me to live on.
- Q " We'll go through the whole thing then.
So you had a salary of $250 every two weeks coming in;from,;i

Somerset County?

A Yeah.
Q You also had a 10 percent disability ccmigggﬁ o
in? |
A Yeah,
Q Db you remember,,in terms of money--
A At that time; before Congress raiséd it, I think

it was,$228 a month, but, since then, it's been raised by

Congress,




O N e W

g

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21

22

23 |

24

25

Benson-direct - 10

childfen live with you?

A

year,

one.

A

working about tﬁrée‘dayS.v“

and your wife?

A

granddaughter live with me.

A .

A

twenty something years old.

Q Now, your wife doesn't work, correct?

No.
) - The seven chlldren, what are their ages?

>Q Let me ask you this. How many of the seven

, Qéy And how old is the oldest?

The oldest is 17 years old, she'll be 18 in June this

‘ Actuallyfl dtht kﬁow offhand, she's only been

Q Whose child is the granddaughter?

I'm very poor in that., Let's see,

All seven of them live with me.

Q@ Does she have a part-time job, does she work

She just{go@}afpart-time job, the school got her

Q How much money does she make?

Q iAie these children all children of yours
A11~6f thém,fmeiandjmy wife. I do have one
It's my daughter's child,

Q '~ The daughter who is 17 years old?

No. The daughter, she doesn't live home, she's
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‘that leaves elght living?

A

have a daughter out on her own.

A

you?

~All totaled I got nine living, one dead.

- Yeah, |
Q This daugbter has a chilé whoylives with
Yeah,
‘Q What's the childis name, grandchild?
Reglina, ‘
Q@  Reglna what?
Sutton. |
Q What'!s the mothef's name?

Q Vera what? Sutton?
Yeah.
- Q Is Vera married to a Mr, Sutton?

Q How many children dokyou have all totaled?

A} Seven of them réside with you?

Seven of them reside with me,

Q One 1s out on hér own, who has a child?
Yep. T got one son Out’on his own.

Q You have nine'children, one is dead. So

Yeah, ©No, I had 10, one 18 dead, leaves nine 11viﬂg.

Q You have a son who is out on his own, you

Vera, V e r a,

They was, they not 1living together now,.




10

11

12

13

, 14f

- 15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22

23

24 ||

25

o N ® | f#

q .

Benson-direct

Q

excuse me,

12

Does Mr. Sutton support his grandchild--

MR, SEARING: Wait a minute, I
object to this line of questioning. These

are questions of general applicatién that

~ pertain to the other municipalities and I

would object to your going into this 1ine

of guestioning at this time.’ We're to confii
ourselves to questidns relating to Highland
Park. | ‘
: o AUCIELIO: T think it's a questl
of specific appliéatignqufhe Borough of

Highland Park and that Mr.. Benson has had

a number of residences, two of -which were in

the Borough. And théﬁgrévamen of Mr.
Benson's complaint 1s that ‘he can't afford

to maintain a house in the Borough of

Highland Park,

NQW, one's abili%yf@o afford is a
function of one's income, I think it's
entirely pertinent to the complaint against

Highland Park to know the source of income

_Mr. Benson has. If Mr. Benson is supporting

~a grandchild, then the Borough is entitled

to know whether or not that child is a
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recipient of any state; county, local or
parental Support.
MR. SEARING: My objection étill
stands, Off the record.
| (Whereupon, a discussionfwas held
off the record.) |
MR, SEARING: Back on the record.
Q Mr, Benson, to go back to a previous point,
from‘thé period of late December of ’71.through the present,
has your wife been empieyed?
A From wheh? |
Q From late December of"71, that is the time
you first;moved'iﬁto the Borough of Highland Park, until
the presght;&hés your wife'beeﬁ émplbyed?,
A h%; Yéé,V iijhst answered thaf Quesiion, I saidra few

weeksfof*last yea} before Christmas.

Q 2 'igﬁd‘where did4sheywork?:~
A e Shéfwofkgﬁ‘at Page Industrial.
: Q- iﬁWhat did she do?’
A - Well, I don't know exactiy. They make puzzles,

I've never been in the place where she works so I couldn't
give you a specific answer on that,

Q Do you know what her salary was?
A 'Yes; I know what her salafy was, two dollars and a

half an hour, whatever that comes to.




(]

)

10
11
12
13
14
15

- 16

17 |

18

19

20|

21
22
23

24
25

A W

Benson-direct | R 14

Q Do you know why she only worked a few weeks?

A Because she was laid off, like I sald, it was only
part-timé work, The company wanted to_getiout‘a rush Qrder,
thej'd hire somebody to get it out. s

S Q | | i asked you a question abouﬁ yoﬁr granddaugh
Regina,sutton, doesyRegina Sutton receive support from her
parentS? -
A "No. Regina doesn't receive any support from her

parents. We've had Regina since she was three months old.

Q Doés Regina receive Aid~tolDependent Childré
welfare? o
A I didn't understand you. I beg your pardon?

Q- :Dbes Regina now or has she ever received a

welfare payment called Aid to Dependent Children?
A  Yes. At the time I was getting Working Poor she was

on welfare.

Q How much was belng recelved, do you remember
A No. I really don't,
Q Whaﬁ period of time wéré you on the WOrking‘

Poor, what dates?
A  From '71 until early '73.
Q " You told us that VeraVSuttonyis now divorced
from her husband, Mr. Sutton.
A I didn't Sayjthey were divorced;kl said they weren't

living’together.

Cer
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Q~ Has Mrs. Sutton made any applications to
the courts to have Mr. Sutton support Regina Sutton?
A That I don‘t kn§w either. She lives in Buffalo,
New York, that's quite aways from here. We got the baby
here, The last I heard of, she doesn't even know where

her husband is at.

Q Do you know where her husband is at?
A No. I don't,
Q ~ So you told us for a certain period you were

Commission and yqu'were also receiviﬁg,at that,time $28
per month permanent disabllity and for a certain périod up
until early 1973 yoa were recelving weifare}for thé?little
girl, 1is fhat correct, for Regina? | o
A I wés recelving welfare fdr Regiﬁa; ‘

Q During that period, weré:yoﬁvalsofféceiving

welfare, anyone else in your family?

A I was still’on Working Poor until they,took me off,

It was the same program I was on all theftiméf‘VWhéh they
checked my finance status I was cut off. They checks them
every three months. So when I started to work for Kaiser
Aluminum,'naturally, they cut me off from any kind of'

system from welfare.

Q@ Do you remember what total amounts you were |

recelving in welfare each month, from the period of Decembe

p 18,
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1971 to the period of time you were cut off?

A ' No. I couldn't give you an answer on that, because
I really doesn't know, The welfare got a thing going which
prings your money up to a certain amount a month,

Q Do you remember what that certain amount was

A No., I really donft.
Q At the time you contacted the A & B Real

Estate Company you wereyin the Wérking Poor program of the

Somerset County Bridge Department, correct?

A 1~‘ Right.
| ’Q; And~yog_wefe élso'receivihg'lo'perceht
disabiiity? | 5 :
A , Right.
Q And you were also recelving welfare payments?
A Yes.
| Q When you made‘én apblication for the mortgage;

do you remember what you stated your income was?

A ‘No, I don't.
é ,} Per month?
A Nope, I donit.‘ |
Q | ‘Now,,did you also tell us that at some

point after October of '72 you became employed by Kalser
Aluminum and your salary--
A Beg your pardon?

Q At,some time after QOctober of '72, which is
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whenyou left the Somerset County Bridge Commission; you got a
job with Kaiser Aluminum.
A : Sometime in Octbber of '72,

| Q Was there a lapse in time between working'
for Semerset~County and going to work for Kaiser?
A Not at all., I already had an application in there.
As soon as they called me; I went to work.

q You went to work for Kaiser., At that point
you were no longer on any welfare program, your income was
related to yeurywork at Kaiser;vis that correct?

A I was én‘welfare for a few weeks or maybe a month
after I étarted working for Kalser. It takes a while to cut
it off. Like I said, they check your finanée stature first
befpre they cut you off.

Q Now; do you remember how much é week;
approximately, you were taking home from KaiSer?
A It's pretty hard to teli; by the week; Like‘I said
before, the first year I’worked at Kaiser my income was |
something like $10,000. Per week, 1t's hard to put it per
week, ,Sgppose’you‘get a few extra hours overtime or somethlpg,
I can't tell you a week's salary. |

Q - Were you bringing home more money working
for Kaiser than you had each week when you were working for
Sdmerset County?i |

A .Yes, I was.
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Q | Now, were you able to meet youﬁ mortgage
payments?
A For a while,

Q ,  VWhen did you fall behind inyour mortgage
payments? |
A I'fell behind about six months after T purchased the

house, I started fallingvbehind on thé mortgage(payments.

Q »V So do I understand you made the mortgage
payments for approximately six monthsrand ﬁhen you started
falling behind?

A - Yes, | _

Q@  Would that mean you started falling behind
éféﬁnd June of 1972?

A Yés; somethihg like that.

B Q And you were unable to make up the mortgage
payments; even after you got the better jéb at Kaiser
Alqminum?

Ai ' Yes, I was. I was unable to catch ﬁp‘bn the‘paymenté,
bégéuse you don't get a chance to catch up. If you're late
with éne paymenﬁ; you don't send one; you send twp.

’Q Now;‘you,told us the purchase‘price of the
house was $28,900, Do you remember what down payment you
put on that house?

A | T didn't put any down paymeﬁt.' That house was

bought through F.H.A., G.I. loan. I didn't put any down
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A Correct,

payment at all,

Q So it was a huhdred percent mortgage?

Q You have no specific recollection as to

what figures you put on the mortgage application form?
A No. ’ |
Q But wodld your recollection be that thé only

figures you would have put on would have been your $560

a month from'Somerset County; your $28 a month from 10
percent disability’ahd whatever welfére payments you were
making, that would haveteen your mortgage application?

A That could have only beenyit; because I had no

other income but that.

Q Have you ever recelved WOrkmen‘s,ComﬁenSatio
A No,
Q Have you ever been involved in any

automobile accidents or anything of that sort whére;&§ukjif
may have gotten Settleﬁeﬁts?

A No. |

| Q | Back in 1971, when you‘were 8till Hving
over at West Point Avenue over in Somerset; I believe4you
told us you met a Mr, Brunson of‘the A&B Réal Estate 
Company,éndﬁhe located a house for you in Highland Park,

is that correct?
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Benson-direct | : : ' : 20

Q  Did yéur children attend the Highland Park
schools?
A - Beg your pardon?
"‘ Q | Did your:chi1dren go tolgchool in Highland
Park? S L |
A  Sure they went to school there, |
Q " And you had little difficulty finding that

place in Highland Park, as far as you can‘remembér?,\
A ~ Yes., I would say 1t wasn't too difficultffor the
real estate:COmpany to find it. I didn't find 1t. The

man was out to sell a house.

Q How many bedrooms did that house have?
A It had three, i |
Q  Are yqu/sti}l,emplcyed By Kaiser?
A Yeah, V R
CQ And yqur sgiéry iéthow between 10 and

A Right,

Q When yéﬁ foundftﬁevapartment in Jamesburg,
what was your rent?
A Two ten, I.think.

Q Now, you told us; your statemenﬁ is you left
Jémesburg because it was too crowded.
A Right.

Q And you moved back to Highland Park?
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A Right.

Q What was your rent at the South 8th Street
address? | |
A Two eighty«five.

Q Was that two eighty-five, roughly,'

comparable to what your mortgage payments had been?
A No., Besides this two eighty;five, I had to payi
water and sewage and utllities. |

Q So was the amount of rent you were paying
on South 8th Avenue probably more than you had been paying~
per month at the South 7th address?
A Well; I wouldﬁ't say it was more, but it was‘more,
i was paying more, But I‘didn't have as much, I did have
a decent house to live in in South 7th Avenue,but there I
dldn’t have nothing but a hole, I was just wasting money.'

Q You're saying the house at South 7thwas a
betﬁer living environment than the apartment'at Soqth 8th?
Af‘;‘ Yes. It was a beautiful home, I almost cried
Whén'l losed it, | |

Q Now; did you have any problem moviﬁg'back
to Highland Park? |

A Yes, I had quite a problem,

Q What problem was that°
A Well, I had to find a place and that wasn't easy.
Q Did you go to a realtor to find you a place

9
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A Yes, that's how I got this place. T didn't go to a
realtor, I read an ad in the paper, and that's how I got 1in

touch with the real estate guy that owned the property on

Soutﬁ 8th;
Q Do you~know whoowned;thatpropertj?

’A Oh;,I neverlforget him; vsam Sqott;-Scott &‘Scétf;
Q So you saw an‘ad'in the paper. _What~ |

‘newspaper was that, do you remember? Home News?

A Home News.

Q - You called Sam Scott, he showed you the

- place and you rented 1it?

A - Well, he 4idn't show it to me, He sent me down to
look at it;
Q Now, you told us that late in October of

'7Th you made a move to Redmond Street in New BrunswiCk; is
that correct? |
A Correct.

Q ‘Durihg the périod of JulyktorOctober; d1a
your children attend school in Highland:Park?
A Yeah, the children attend sohoéi; When I}moved
back to Highland Park in July the kid started school there

in September, as is usual.

Q So then late in October you moved to New
Brunswick?
A Right,
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Q ’ And then approximately two months later
you moved to Piscataway?
A Yeah,

Q Now, Mr, Benson; how would you characterize
living in the Borough of Highland Park? Would you character

that as an urban environment or as a suburban environment?

A T would classify as a suburban, not an urban environt

ment, I don5t~think there's nothing urban about Highland
4Park.

Q ‘,How much time have you spent in Highland
Park during those two times in Which you lived there,

approximately two and a. half three years?

A If they're both put together I would say 80,

Q Did you get to know the town pretty well

'during that time?‘fé

A Yes, '

Q ‘wquid ydﬁfsayiﬁhere is a good deal of openk
land or empty spacés iqafhe4Bdf¢ugh of Highland Park?
A | I would say;thétxthefe is plenty of open spaces,
according to the real estateydompanies that advertise them,

Q My question to you is that based upon the

two and a half or three years which you spent in the Boroughl

of Highland Park,'did you form an impression that there was
a lot of open space?

A Oh, open space,

1ze
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MH; SEARING: If you know,
Q | If you can‘remember.
A I understand. Well, if you talk about open space,
I wouldn't say it was a lot, but some could be developed, H

I would say, if you don't mind me commenting,

Q Mr, Benson, what rent did you pay in New
Brunswick?
A Twé fifty.
| Q- And what rent gre you,paying in Piscatéway?’
A Two sixty.
Ql Does that include water and sewer and
eVérything? |
A . Nope.
Q - Utilitles?
A Nope. Only“rent.“ ”
Q : ‘uSo your moﬁthly obligatioﬁs are rﬁughly

the same in Piscataway as they were in Highland Park, is

that correct, roughly?

Av . NO.
Q What's the difference?
A ~ Quilte a bit of difference., All I have to do there

is gilve a man $260 a month and that's it.
S Q Where?
A Where I'm living now, Oh, I have to pay my utilitig

which runs around $35 a month, but you take 285, add water
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and sewage and utilities, it'!'s a hell of a lot of difference

So i would say I'm way ahead of the game right now.

Q So you would say you are living in less
expeﬁsive quarters in suburban Middlesex County?
A Yes.,

Q So then, as far as your relatlonship with th

Borough of Highland Park, would you say you had any problem '

at all findlng space in Highland Park to live in?
A o Yes; I would say so; because I tried 1ike‘hell to
get space in Highlahd Park before T had to move away., I
had to mové away twice, I never would have left Highland
Park if I could findkdecent housing there. The only decent
housing I had was the bne'I bought. ’
Q And you lost that house because you";
couldn?t make the paymenﬁs? |

A Right,

Q And‘YOu couldn't make the payments) althdqgh~f7*’

you wefe granted a mortgage fér $28,90b?
A Yeah,

Q And your employment'status,’from the time
you got thg mortgage, increased, rathér than decreased?
A Yep. But my debts also incréased too and the
mortgage went up.

| Q‘ - Because of the taxés?’

A Yeah,

1473
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‘ South,7th‘Avenue,‘

| Alda Street, I believe itﬁﬁs,‘just Béfbrekyou get there,

it sits on the right-hand side, Tt's a beautiful house

Benson-direct S 26

Q $10°?
A , Yeah,
Q During the time you lived in Highland Park,

A Yes, she did.
Q | She was unable to find ahy?'
A Yeah. Then I was working a different shift then

and you don't just, your wife don't just go out to work

and got chiidren to send to school and leave them home by

themselves, ‘So you got a_prqbiem wlth that, too. |
Q You know what I'd like you to do; I'd like

for you to describe for me that beautiful house you had on

A Well, it sits right on a hill, on the right-hand sid
on South Tth Avenue, If ifcansfhink,df the name of that

street--1s that Benner Street?°”No.'”th Benner Street,

with a full basemeﬁt, slidéédQ§f§,~ﬁélk—inwcellar. And
it's s£111~there boarded up, Ikdon’t think anybody ever
moved in it yet,
Q And three'bedrooms, yodksaid?
A Three bedrooms, kitcheﬁ, living réom, bathroom,
MR, LERNER:‘ Eaton Street.

THE WITNESS: That's right. Haton
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Street,
Q During the time you lived at that house,
did you try to expand it in any way, get a building permit,

apply for any building permits?

A ~ "No, I did not., Because the way I understand you

‘have to have a house for so long before you can actually

get any'money on 1t, second 1oan, seéoﬂd mortgage, whatever

~ you might want to call 1t. And I wasn't able to put any

money into it myself, but my thoughts was to do a lot of
work on 1it,
Q Now, in that neighborhood, could you

describe who the nelghbors were?

- A . Oh, yeah, I haa;onegvery”good neighbdr, Reggie

Eato. He was a wonderful neighbor. I had a wonderful
neighbor that lived;acééssiﬁﬁé stééet from me; I can't
remember his name. fAnd*théfé}wa§ Mr. Haskins, he lived
undep‘the hillythere,'he was a very good neighbor. So I

had a few réal,good neighborg¢

Q ~And you fo@ndﬁit»a p1easant'place'to live?
A Yes, it was very pleasant,
Q And now, you told us that from the

periods when you first moved into Highland Park in '71
through the time you left in late 174, although your sa1ary
or your income increased, your debts were increasing. |

A - Yeah,
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Q ‘What kind of automobile did you buy?
A 169 Chevy wagon.
Q And did you borrow monéy? Did you finance
that car? k
A Yes! it was financed to a bank.
Q  Wnat baﬁk was that?
A ’Peoples National Bank, North Bruhswick.
Q ~ You still have that car?
A Yes, I do.
s Q | Did you have to fill out an application form]
| '8 Yes, T atd. |

16‘5 mortgage on your house?

A t :’ Yes, I did,
- Q- And’these other personal loans, whén were
7jthéy;made?v |
A Oh,they were made in '73,
Q Were these loans with just friends of yours,

Benson-direct | A ‘ 28

Q What debts increased?
A Well, I had personal loans and I bought an

automobile and I had quite a few personal things going.

Q Did you 1ist the fact that you had a

other people?
A ~No, They weren't friends, they were from profes-
sional money loan companies.

Q When you barght this station wagon did you

~F
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have any other cars in your family at the time?

A No.
Q This was the only car’you had?
A , Yep. -
’Q | How were you getting to work from Highland

Park to the Somerset County Bridge Commlssion, prior to the

time youkboughtfthis car?

A ‘Well, I had a car before theh.i,The question was

did T have two cars at one time, right?

Q Yes.,
A The answer 18 no. I only had one car at a time.
Q How much were these other loans which you

took out and in whataamountéé
A ’ Thousand dollars
Q ‘ How many times did you take out a thousand

dollar loan?

A Twice.
Q ' Have these 1cans been paid of f?
A No, they're still hanging.
Q , Were you to make monthly payments on‘these
amounts? |
A Right.
Q Do you remember what the payments were?
V\A : ‘~V Yes; $38 a month and one was twice that much; :

because I bought furniture for my house, which was financed
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through one finance company too.
e How much, approximately, were you supposed

to pay the Peoples National Bank for the car per month?

A $52 a month I pays.
Q | ’ \‘You'fe still paying for thét?«‘
A | Yes,kifm still paying for it. |
Q When you made applications for each éf these]

mortgage payments? |
A They knew everything about me. If they hadn't knew,
I wouldn't have gotten the money,

- Q ) Now; one of the installment loans was for
furﬁiture. ﬁg you remémber what thé purpose of the other
loan was? |

A Well, for‘p“rsénal things like clothes for the

childrén, méfe sfu%f féf“the house. When you buy a house
you have to pave‘36methiég to put in it. So, naturally,'
you got to kéép gettingyheré and there to puf something
into 1it. = ” =

Q So at a certain‘point you found yourself
with monthly obligations; not oﬁly of the 285 or 297, but
also with obligations totaling approximately another
hundred and sixty-five, hundred and seventy dollars?
B Yep.

Q And would it be fair to conclude that, but
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for these additional obligationé; you would have been éble
to continﬁe~making your payments on this South 7th Avenue
house? 7 | | “
A Yeah, that would be fair to say. If it wouldn't
have been for the obligations, T Qou1d havebeen able to
make the payments., .
Q Ncw; you told us that thejéar was finanéed
through the Peoplés National Bank.‘ |
A Yeah, |
Q Do you rememberlwhat 1nst1tution lent you
the money for the furniture?
A Yes, I remember,
Q What's that?
THE WITNESS: Do I have to énswer
that? |
| MR, SEARING: Can you state the
'relévancy of thaf éuestion? I object to 1t.
MR, AUCIELLO: Well; thé relevance
of the question is I would like to
substantiate this history; as it's been
related to me, Mr, Benson has claimed he's
had to move outvof'Highland Park because of
his inability to make mértgage payments, TIf
that!s thé gravamen of Mr. Benson's compiaink,

I think the Borough has a right to know
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: why the man couldn't meet mortgage paymenﬁs,
although his payments were approved. \
MR, SEARING: The witness 1s under
oath, I don’t see the relevancy of fhe -
names of the finance company that he took
loans from, |
’ MR, AUCIELLO: Wellg the relevancy
might be to estabiisb4thé bagis upon which
these loans were granted.
MR.‘SEARING:v The basis, I st1ll
‘,donft'understand. |
MR, AUCIELLO: To find out the
financial condition of Mr. Benson,
’ MR, SEARING: Mr. Benson has
testified to his full financial history.
Q Mr. Behson;'at‘the time you got these three
loans, you filled oﬁtfapplication forms, is that correct?
A Right, |
Q And on each application do you remember
if thefe were questions concerning mortgageipayments?
A Yes, theré;was. P
Q , And‘each‘ofzthbse three times you étated—f
MR. SEARING: I object to that. Mr.
‘Benéoh\has'éﬁswerédyihat:Question at 1east‘

three times. You may answer, Mr, Benson,
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but I object.:
Q "On each of these applications, you stated
you were making mortgage payments each month to the

Jersey Mortgage Company?

A Yes.‘ 7 N ‘
Q fﬁin thé aﬁount betﬁeen 285 and $290?
A Right. s iy
L JVQ | Would you-téil ué exactly whatgkind of

furniture you bought? Did you buy a color T.V.?
MR, SEARING: I object.

. THE WITNESS: I'll answer that

question.

A No. I didn't buy a color T.V.
Q Buy a stereo?
A ~Yes, I did.

| MR; $EARING: I object. I don't
~'seé;the reiévancy of these Qﬁestions;

7MR. AUCIELLO: I think the relevancy
,i5~clear; the man incurred~chligati§ns‘
which disaﬁled~him ffom ﬁeeting mortgage
payments on é 10ve1y house;'as he déscribed,
it; in the‘Borbagh of Highland'Park;gwhich,
he found very 11tt1e,diff1culty in secﬁring;

Q ’ﬁf. Benéon; when you’moved into the house

‘did you have any furniture at all?
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A Ncpe;, T didn't have any‘furn1ture at all when I

moved into the‘house. ’
- Q ‘ Ydushadfho‘kitchen set?

A rNo. I just moved here from,out of state,

Q Didn't you tell us that you resided at
422 West Point AVenueih Somerset? |
A 'Yes,’I ditheii you. But'&od didn’£ aSk me;how
long I stayed there either, did you?
Q ' Ypuﬂjﬁ§t to1d me &ou moved right in from
out of state.fg i ‘!“ |
A ' I didé‘tfééli §§£1thét. T told you I hadn't been
here too longi T |
Q   ‘ Hdw;loéééﬁid‘youreside in Somerset?
A I reéidedbiéKSdmgrset‘about three months. As a
matter of fa¢£§‘¥,mgyed;béck here from out of state in
September Ofl,?l;fbﬂi fﬁufnever bothered to ask me how
long I stayed at’gbmersé%;
| Q What state did you move to Somerset from? -
A New York State, way upstate Buffalo. When I say

New York, I don't mean right across the bridge. Up where

1t gets cold,

Q ~ And when you left Buffalo did'you~éome’down
with any furniture or anything? o
A ~ No, no. Ivdidn't.

;Q'k Just packed up the family and moved?
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A Yean,

Q 5 Mr,fBenSQn,fyou‘told us about three
additionéi‘loans which you secured subsequent to your
hegotia£i§ﬁ ofa mortgage.

A ‘ Yes;

Q , i'd like you to tell me»wﬁich—-you told us
it was for olofhes,,one for furniture and one for é car--
which of thege loans came first; do you remember?

A The furniture ioan came first,
| Q ‘;[“Now, T'm going to ask you again if you
reﬁembgr the néme of the finance company. |
MR,ASEARING: I object.

A Yeah, T remember. I didn't say T didn't remember. |

MR, AUCTELLO: An objection has
been noted. TI'd Jusﬁﬁlike tojSﬁate'%hatf5 9
since we feel knowing this,informatién,isgVV
esséﬁtial to evaluating Mr. BenSon‘siélaimf-
MR, SEARING: That's a conclusion, |
Why is 1t essential?

MR, AUCIELLO: Lét me explain., Itle
our feeling it's essential becausé Mr.
rBenson;_well; as far as I understand, Mr.
Benson had very 1ittle difficulty finding

suitable premises in the Borough. If
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to exercise our options to make a’motion
to‘get thiskinformation.
MR, SEARING: Off the record.
(Whereupon, a,discussion was held
off the record. )
MR. SEARING: Back on the record.
i still 1odgekan,objection,’but
V”iﬁil allow the withess to answér‘that
question. |

.Q@ -~ I believe the question was what finance

~company loaned yéqﬁa thousand dollars for furniture?

Q NS ‘Agd’do you remembeé when the'abplication
was made? | |
A Nb. I don't, Tt was made just about the time

that--let ﬁé see now, In}?73. 'i‘bOQght the furniture‘ ;
from Jacocks, whateyer his name 1is, qacécks. and he
ramrgdded the financing of the furniture. I didn't have
nothing to do with 1t, I bought it and he financed it
himself tnmmgh Avgo;

Q ~  This was in '73?
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:beat me there It was bought I had to have it before I

A L About five days.

/day T moved into the house
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A Vfﬁ' No. The furniture was bought before '73, but I
also had anether loan, I got another loan from Avco in '73.

Q Juet answer this Question. When was thee—
A - The furniture was bought Tight after I moved in

the house in 'Tl. As a matter of fact, the furniture

could move into the house

Q - And you bought that furniture from Jacocks?
A - Yeah,
Q Did you buy that furniture before you closed

title on your house°
A ~JV."N0.',I 414 not.

Q ‘i : Was there a period of time which elapsed
between the time. you closed title on the house and the

time you moved into the house?

Q  Are you telling me it was within that five-
day period the furniture arrived?

A | The~furniture arrived, I had itedelivered the same

Q k Did you buy the furniture before you
actually closed tltle on the house?
A I Just answered that question I Said no, I did‘
not buy the furniture before I closed title on the house,

Q What you're saying then is you closed title
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on December the 18th?

A Yeah.
Q You moved in apprbximately five days Iaﬁer?
A Yeah, B
| Q And sometime between December the 18th and

December the 23rd you went to Jacocks? '
A I had already went to Jacocks and made arrangement

for the furniture;'but it wasn't bought,

Q@ . Before December the 18th?
A " Yeah.
‘ Q + - 8o yOu‘made arrangements with Jacocks prior

tcftﬂeféimé}§§u closed title on the house?
A ; f“§ea5;i Knowing you got to get a house, you got to
make aifanggments to put something in 1it, right? But it
waS'no,dgal;igoséd on the furniture until after that deal
waé cigggd @n!the house, But I had did some shopping, I
had sﬁopﬁedagifh,Fucbs Furniture Company and a hell of a lot
of them to see if I could get somethiﬁg to get in the house
1f and when I got the house.

Q‘ Did‘yOu inform the mdrtgage companj‘that
you‘were~SBOpping éround for furniturg? 7 |
A | ‘No; I di@ﬁitVfigure~itkwa$;the}mortgage company!'!s
business. As a mattef of fact, I,wasn’t dealing with the
mortgage company, ;‘was dealing with a real estate agency.

Q. Did you tell Mr., Brunson youkwere looking
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for furniture for the house?
A No., I didn't tell Mr. Brunson.
Q When did you close the deal for the

furniture, the same day you closed title on the house?

A No. No,
Q The next day?
A I don't remember the exact date the deal was

‘closed on the furniture,

Q . But you're telling me it was within the
five days after you closed title on the house?
A Yes, I would say that,

Q Because the furpituféfarriQéd five days

~later, right?

A - I:didn't say five days;iatef,iil said I went to

the furniture company and I'shéppéd fgf‘theffurnituréfénd,'
okay, so I didn‘t 01o$e no dealfqp @hg,fugqiture, but»after‘f
the deal waS'cloSedyon the houée; théﬁ‘éctﬁally; before I
could move intc the house, I had to have‘furniture}gb‘iun
the hodSe.’~So théré was a date set;"After‘the dea1 was
closed on the house, there was avdaté set for the furniture~

to comé. So I ran down to meetkthe furniture when 1t got

. there, -

Q I think you told us before you moved into

the house five days after you closed'title.r Is that about

right?
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A Something like that, yeah,

Q You also told us the furniture met you at
the house,

A I didn't say that., I told you I had the furniture
at the house when I was ready to move in. |
Q ~ Was the furniture at the house when you were

ready to move in?

A Yeah, I was right out theré when it come.

Q. | My question was whenidid,you,close the

10| deal for the furniture.

A:n o ;I«ﬂon‘t know,
5 MR, SEARING: The witnesssays he
can't remember,

Q Was the furniture delivered to your house B

155?Zberore,yéﬁ,closed~the deal, do you remember that?

°;}A  ¥32 ,Béere i,Q1osed the deal on what?
e éti ; Onkthéffurnitaré,‘ |
A No. Tt wasn't delivered before T closed the deal.
Q You closed the deal and the furnituré
‘arrived? | ’
4A o Yes.
Q Now; did:yoﬁ"éign*an agfeement ﬁith Jacocké

for payment of the furniture?
A Yes, I did.

Q Do you remember what amount you had to
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pay for this,furniiure?
A No; I don't,
| Q Do you remember what amounts were financed

through Avco, a thousand dollars?
A I Just told you, a thousand dollars,

Q And your payments, I belleve you sald, were
$76 a month originally?
A With both loané.

Q | I'm talking only about the first 1oan’with
Avco for theﬂfﬁrniture frokaacocks, what Waskyour monthly
obligation? | |
A The monthly obligati§h on that was about thirty

something dollars a month.

Q So at this point you had a monthly obligat101 

on your mortgage af approximately $285 and you now picked

up a $37 obligation for the furniture,‘is that correct?

A | Beg your pardon? .
Q- So at this point; Just subsequent to moving

into your new house, your house in Highland Park, you had

a $285 a month mortgage obligation and ycu had a $37 a month

furniture obligation°
A | Yeah.

| Q  Now, when was the next time you made an
applicatiéﬁ for a loan? ‘

A In '73.

[=4
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Q Was that for the car?
A Nope.
Q " Was that for the clothes for the children

and4the‘other household stuff?

A Yer. ,
Q This Qas in 1973?
[ A Yeah,
Q Do you remember about whén:in ’73§7’
A No.
Q Could you tell me'whentibur obligation to pay

Aveo increased from $37 a month toV$76 a month? At some
point didVyour obiigatién to Avco>in¢rease'from $37 a month--
A ;’ ‘Atrone péihf;,at'some point_I/haa~£Wo‘;oans‘With,,‘
Aveco. Ifjust toid you. I had the fufﬁifure‘loan éﬁd I
bofrowed aﬁ extra thousand ddllars. | | |

q The loan for the clothes and other stuff was |
also aﬁ Avco loan?
A ~ Yeah. So adtually‘that 1ncreased the paymehts from

the furniture loan,

Q And this was in 1973?
A Yeah.
Q Your payments are now increased to $76 a

month, approximately, to Avco?
A Yeah,

Q To pay for the furniture; clotheS'and‘other
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household--

A To pay for furniture and the personal loan,
Q After that time, you got a loan for the car,

is that correct?
AT didnft}just,say T got a loan for the car. ‘My car
was financed; the agehéy I bought 1t from finéncéd it
thfougb the bank. ’

Q And that was the Peoples Bank of New‘Jersey?
AT believe that's fhe‘name of 1t. I got to go make

a,p&yment today, I can't remember the name of the bank.

~ But I know where 1t's at, 1t's between Joyce Kilmer and

E~Liyingston Avenae.‘

'fQ': : But ybﬁ got this:iééé‘stétiﬁn'wagon_;
. Af;ff  1Wel1, it was in somethiﬁg likeyJune when I gotvthat
, cé?f'
;  ’,,Q | June of 732
A wWas it '73? Yeah, 1t was '73.U
Q That was after you HeTe<-
A <Yeah,€his was affer.
Q - After Avco?
’A Yeah, |
Q o When you made the application fo the bank

you told them about Avco?

A I didn't make an application to the bank. I goes

down to thé automobile company~-what the heck is the name
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"You can get your car, it's been financed through the bank."
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;},xlo .fapproximately five to six months after you moved into the

<~South Tth Avenue houée, which would have beenkMay-br June‘of_
A ~ Yeah.

 February 28 of '74 that you actually left that house.

Benson-direct ' ‘ hh‘~

out there on Somerset Street? Siroccio. And I says I want

to buy a car, He says, "Okay, pick out what you want.,"

I picks out what I want. He sald, "Okay. Give me five dollgrs,

I'm going to see if I can get your car financed." He said,
"I have to have these charges."

So he called me back about a day later, he said,
That's allkI know,

Q Mr. Benson, you told us before that it was

1972, that you started falling behind 1n your mortgage.

Q@  And you told us that it was not until

SA Yep.y I had loosed it before then, but I didn't leavg

it 'til then,

Q . Was there a mortgage foreclosure on that
house?
A | Yeah, there was a foreclosure on it. Yeah.

Q Do you have a recollection as to when the

mortgage foreclosure papers began?

A No. IVdonft.

Q fBut‘you were aware of the fact that you were}

behind?

L A
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I Yes,
Q And this was approximately mid-1972, correct?
1A ~‘Nope. It wasn't !'72, Oh, yeah, I was behind in '72,
but’the foreclosure procédure didn't start in '72. |
 Q, But you were behind in '72?
A Yeah.,
o Q ' kEven‘thoﬁgh yoﬁ khew ydq were'behind in
mid of 1972;,you went out and borrowed an additional thousand
dbllars sémetime in '73 from Avco aﬁd you went out and
bought‘a car, which édst you $52‘aAmohth; from the Eeoples ;.';
Bank? o | »
I :Yeah;"Some ofthis’money was used to catch up on
mortgage péyments. | ~
| Q: Do you haﬁe any 1ildea how fér béhiﬁd you were,
let's say at the beginning of 1973, on your mortgage payments]
A Yeah, three months, |
Q. . Nr, Benson;,do yo@ know if the Borough cffr
Highland Park has a housing‘authority? | |
| MR. SEARING: If you know.
A A housing authority? |
Q. Yes, Public housing’authority.
A | I rea11y don't know,
Q - Are you famillar with the intersection of
South 7th Street and Benner? |
A Yes, I am, |
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“Q And do you knéw wheﬁher or not there 1s any
constructibn‘at that site? |
A  Not that I know of,

Q So 1f I were to tell you whether or not you
know that the housing authority of the Borough of Highland
Park hés a unlt, 12 units of housing there, that wouldn't
refresh'yourfecoliectibnat all? i
A ’ Yeah. T know the'units are there.

| Q Do you know thatrthdée units‘are maintéined
by therhousing authority of Highland Pafké | '\
A - I didn't kﬁow who they were maintéinéd by.;A 

Q - Did you ever try to findféut ff§m éﬁjbody,

elther in the town or in theyéounﬁy, whefhér;éﬁinot High1and
Park had a housing authority? ’ 
A No. I did not. All I did was look for,héqéihg in
Highland Park. And the‘unité you're talkipg:ébbgt;;i;went ‘
there twice to fill out an application, the iédjhsaid;'"How
many in your family?" I told”her, she sald, "No need to
bother," ‘

Q | So thén you knew there was a housing
authority in Highland Park?

A I didntt know it was a housing authority.' It could

have been private owned, I didn't know the housing authar ity

owned it

Q Mr. Benson, during the time that you lived
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A I beg your pardon?

Borough of Highland Park, would you say that there were a

~J

~would you characterize Highland Park that way?
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in the Borough of Highland Park, would you say there were a

number of other black’families in town?
Q During the time that you lived in the

number of other black families living in the town?

A A number? I don't quite understand the question.
| Q Were ybu;the only black family in your:
neighborhood? ‘
A No. I was not.
Q Then there were other black families?
A Yes, there was more black families there,
‘Q-’ Were there any white families in the

neighborhood, within a block or two?

A Yeah, Some lived in the hoﬁsing dnit you spoke of.
Q So if I were tb ask you whether or not’you

thought theyBorough of Highland Park was maintained as én

elite, isolated, white community of high income household,

MR, SEARING: If you know,
A Yes, I would, Because, north of Raritan Avenue,

I think I saw one black family north of Highland Park all

the time I spent there, I always wondered why there wasn't

any blacks up there. And Ist Avenue, I think, 1s one familj

of blacks. So actually what you got in Highland Park; you

-
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got Tth Avenue; 8th Avenue, all south, 9th Avenue; all
south, 6th Avenue, all south., Not even 5th,

So you can‘sduare your blacks off from Benner
Street down. You can square them off to the black people
in Highland Park. T think the Borough Attorney knows more
about fhe location than I do, but I'm just stating a specifi
on my part. | 7 |

MR, SEARING: You afe‘statihg to
the best of your knowledge.

THE WITNESS: Yeah,

Q Where is Kalser Aluminum located, what town?
A Edison.
Q Now, you resided in Highland Park, your

children went to the Highland Park public school system,
i1s that correct? \
A Sure,

| Q Did you think they were geftiﬁg a pretty
good ed&cation? |
A Oh, I dcn’t know. I would say they,wefe getting
a substantial education, | B

Q Did they ever come home and say they were

belng discriminated against in school because they‘were
black? |
A ~ Oh, yes, they didé‘ We've had quite a few‘probléms

on that. As a matter of fact, I've had conferences with
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teachers and principals on that,

Q What schools did these children go to?
A Middle School; the high school; Irving School,
Lafayette School. T had children‘in all the schools in
Highland ?ark; except the one north of Raritan Avenue, I
never seen any of the blacks go there, I can't'remember,the,
name of it, 1t's off of 5th Avenue. I never seen a black
kid in that‘3chool.,>I always wondered why that was.

Q@ Did you make a habit of going to look to

see if there were any black students there?

A - You don't have to go look.
Q You just knew?
A You just know. You get QCQuaihféd with anyplace

‘that you live and you see. ifp&éSgﬁherefa lot and I had-

anVOCcasion to talk to quite a few;peopié. That I know of

that there was, 1t COuldn‘tihéveqbgen‘ovgr two or three,

Q How many highlschébls aéés Highland Park
have? ‘ k
MR, SEARING; ifiyou~know.
A ’ One;'that I know’of.
Q How many middle schools dqes it have?
A Well, depends‘on how you classify middle school,

By name, there is only one that I know of,
Q So if you would have said before that high

schools and middle schools, now that you're thinking about
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it, there may be only one high school and one middle school?
A’ ‘Yeah. If they use the name Middle‘School; that's
the name of the school., It could be used as a grade,
middle grade or something élse, as far as I know. As far
as I know, there's one high school and one ﬁiddle school,
CONTINUATION OF DIRECT EXAMINATION BY MR, LERNER:

Q. The Middle School you referred to;'Mr.
Benson; that's grade s8ix, seven and eight; isnft that
correct?

A Yes.
Q All the kidé in the Borough go to the same
m“ddle‘ s;;hool; don't they?
A -  As far as I know,}yes.
?ZQ | No matter what school they went to befcré;
thgy sti%l go there? | |
A;‘ mﬁYeah. | |

Q All the children in the Borough go to the
Séme‘high school, there 1s one high school in the Borough,
isﬁ't tﬁat correct? |
A As far as i‘know.

Q The schools themselves areALafayette and
Irving; they aren't new schools; aren't they?

A | No;
Q In fact, the school you talked about on

t he north side of the town, that's Hamilton School?
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'A | Yeah, that's'the name of 1it.

Q That's an old school, isn't 1t?
A ‘,, As far as T kndw. .
Q» ~ Have you ever seen the school itself?"
A Yes, I've seen 1t,
| Q - If I told you the school was 50 years old

and was perhaps the oldest school in town, that would be
pretty close to belng so,»wouldn‘t it?
A I wouldn't know.

Q But exteriof appearance; the school on the
north side and the school on the south side, are the two

oldest schools in town, wouldn't you say?

A - Well, if you want me to speculate on that--
Q I don't want you to speculate, Mr, Benson.
A I couldn't say, because I bnly‘spent, say, three

years 1in Highland Park, maybe a 11ttle better. So I
couldn't say which schooi;: | |

Q But your children went to school in the
same‘classes in the Middle School that every child in the

Borough went to?

A Yeah,

Q The same classes that every child in the
Borough in the high school went to?
A Yes,

Q ‘There were many children that went to
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school in Lafayette School, isn't that sb?
A Lots of them yeah, |

Q ‘ It covered the whole south side of the
Borough from the river all the way up to maybe I don't
know‘if‘you know what street~-did your children go to
Lafayette School?
A Yes. T had children in fourth grade.

Q It covers the whole south side, South 6th,
South 5th, South 4th, South 3rd, South 2nd, lst Avenue,
Raritan Avenue all the way over to Donaldson Park?
A Yeah,

Q Did you ever look for a house on the néfthV,H
side of town, Mr. Benson?

A Yes. I called several real estate companies,:fkr

Q ~ When did you speak to them?
A k All during the time that T knew I was goinv to have
to move from Tth Avenue:~ :

Q This was after you were having diffiéulty
in making the vayments for the house you were in?
A This was after that I knew that thefe was foréclosur&
on my house,

| Q | And faced with that’foreclosure and the

inability to make those payments, you tried to find another

house?
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Q’ You actually went to seévthe'houses them-
selves? |
A 0n1y passing b&;and‘aée a sign.

Q Aﬁd the’sigﬂ éa1d the hoﬁse'was for rent?
A Yes, | | |

Q Wbéfe diﬁ yéu;éee a house with a sign FOR
RENT on 1t? V | = |
A I've seen;severéi o§w8th Avenue and I've seen some -

Benson-direct 53

A I tried to find a house to rent, not to buy.

Q Were you shown any houses that were for rent
in Highland Park?
A Ndpe. Everybody that I4ca11, they say we'll call you
back, yoﬁ call me back., Then I would call them back, they
would hardly ever call me back, and they would say, "Well,’“
I'm‘sorry; the house is rented,”

Q Did you ever see any houses that for rentk
in Highland Park?

A Yes, I d1d. T see quite a few.

on the north side, on 10th Avenue.

Q There was a sign that said the house was for
rent?
A | Yes.’ I never stopped té,investigate, but I'd get
the‘phone numbér'and also go back home and call and then
I loéks at The Home News and I keeps--

Q Let!'s stay wlth the ones you say you saw
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signs on for rent, houses. Do you know any of those signs?
A No. We're talking about two years ago.

Q I understand that, Did you ever go and
knock on a door where someone had a sign outside saying
that the house was for rent? k |

A No, I'd always get the phone number and call.

Q But you would not go in the house?
A No, I didn't go into it., I didn't knock on the

door, because I feel very funny about knocking on doors.

I dldn't know where I'm at or who I'm golng to see, So I

would call and make an appointment. I thought that would
be appropriate.
Q But you don't have any record of the

houses you called?

It a ~ No.

Q And you say youJballed the real estate

brokers that advertised the houses for rent?

~ A That's right. T called real estate brokers that

advertised for homes, T remember this same iady here,

it waén't funny, but I had to laugh, she said; "You didn't
want that; Mr. Benson, the rooms are too small," She said
this and that and the other thing. ~Sﬁe,éave‘all kinds of
excuses; you know, Still, it was a six—foom house;*if was
a four bedroom house. T said, "Lady, that's what I need,

three, four bedrooms." And she found all kinds of excuses,







