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CLEVELAND B ENSON, sworn,
DIRECT EXAMINATiON‘BY MR, AUCIELLO:

Q Mr. Bénson, my name 1s Dennls Auclello and
I'm an attorney associated with the law flrm of Rubin &
Lerner, Mr. Lerner is the attorney for the Borough of
Highland Park and the reason you're here today 18 to enable
the Borough of Highland Park to ask you a number of questions
concerning your status as a plalintiff in a lawsult, which
has been brought against a number of munlcipalities in
Middlesex County, one of which 1s the Borough of Highland
Park. It's for that reason why you're here and I'm going
to ask you a series of questions.

If you don't understand a question which I ask you,
ask me to repeat it. Don't answer anything that you're
not sure what the question 1s.
A Right. |

Q- And you must verbalize, you must speak all

of your answers, because the reporter can't put down a nod

of - the head, either affirmatively or negatively. You

T e

understand,that?

A Yes.

Q If I ask you any questions which are
objected to by your attorney, Mr, Searing, then you should
not answer the question, unless directed to do so by your

attorney. Understand that?




o »n s W ~

)

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17

18

19 ||

20

21

22
23

24

25

Benson-direct 3

A Yeah,

Q Mr. Benson, where do you Ppresently reside?
A 103 School Street in Piscataway Township.

Q Mr. Benson, have you ever resided at

425 South 8th Street in the Borough of Highland Park?

A South 8th Avenue, yes.

Q When did you start living at School Street,
Piscataway?
A The 12th, I don't know the exact date, a few days

before Christmas.

Q So‘you've resided in Piscatawayvéince
December of 19742
A Yes, December, just a few days before Christmas.
I don't have the exact date wlith me, I don't think.

Q | That's okay. Mr. Benson, have you seen the
complaint which was filed in this lawsuit?
A Yes, I have,

Q Do you remember when‘you‘saw the complaint?

Was 1t after last Christmastime?

A ‘T would say 1t was sometime during the month of),

sometime during the month of May, 74,

o Qr4 And at that time your address was 425
South 8th Avénue, Borough of Highland Park?
A No. At that time when I first was aware of these

reports my address was In Jamesburg,
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Benson-direct 4

Q What I want you to do 1is, I want you to go
backwards from the present time and tell me all the places
you've lived, let's say for over the past eight or 10
years,

MR, SEARING: I object to that.
Will you explain the relevance of that to
Highland Park?

MR, AUCIELLO: In the complaint,
Mr. Benson states that he has lived 1n
Highland Park at least twice during some
certain perilod. |

MR, SEARING: I would not object
to any answer that's directed toward when he
lived in Highland Park, but I would objJect
to taking him back eight or 10 years, unless
itts necessafy to get in to the Highland
Park address, which I don't think it 1s.

Q Mr. Benson, tell me the first time you
resided in the Borough of Highland Park.

Ai fheﬁfirst time I reslded in the Borough of Highland
Park was December 18, 1971,

Q And how long did you live in Highland Park
from that period?

A I lived in Highland Park from '71, December 18,

unt1l 174, February 28 I think it was, yeah, I'm qulte sure,
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Benson-direct 5

February 28,
Q Did you move from Highland Park around

Febrdary the 28th?

A Yes, I did.

Q Where did you go?
A I moved to Jamesburg.

é And how long did you live in Jamesburg?
A I lived in Jamesburg from February the 28th until

July, let's see, July the lst,

Q And did you move--
A Back to Highland Park,
Q And you resided in Highland Park until

December of 'T4?
A I moved back to Highland Park at 425 8th Avenue,
lived there until September, October, November, moved away

the last part of October.

Q Where did you go?
A Redmond Street, New Brunswick,
- Q How long did you stay there?
Ar }‘ liﬁﬁtayed there until I moved at my present address.
Q%wf So you stayed at Redmond Street until

apﬁroximately Christmastime, '74?

A Yeah,
Q Since Christmas, you've been residing in
Piscataway?
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Benson-d 6
A Right.

Q Mr., Benson, the complaint states that in
February of 1974 you had to sell a house in Highland Park
after living in it for two and a half years.

A Right.

Q Because you could not afford the mortgage
payments, You searched for more-than a year before locating
a two-bedroom apartment in Jamesburg.

A Right.
Q Jﬁst so it's clear in my mind, is what

you're saying that during the last year, which you resided

in Highl
live?

A

Highland

and Park, you were looking for another place to

Right.
Q Will you tell me what the address of the

| Park dwelling was, where you lived from December 18|

'71 through February 28, '74°?

A

Q

Yeah. 394 South 7th Avenue.

Could you tell me whether you were a house

owner or a tenant at the South 7th Avenue address?

A

Well, I was a house owner, I bought the house, I

was a house owner, I bought the house.

A

Q And you remember who you bought it from?

Yes. I bought it through A & B Real Estate Company,

and Jersey Mortgage Company held the mortgage.
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Benson-direct 7

Q And where were you living before you moved
to Highland Park in late '71?
A I was living in Somerset, 422 West Polnt Avenue.

Q Did you have muéh difficulty finding that
house in Highland Park?
A Yes, qulte a bit, I had just come back and I was

kind of second new to the area, I lived here before, 20

years ago., DBut in the case where I was living, I was packed

up with my brother and there was no room, So I had to get
out and find a place of my own.

I had quite a bit of difficulty finding, I had to
look here and look there., I finally found this Mr. Brunson,
a real estate man. So he went to work for me,

Q ' And did Mr. Brunson find you this house
in Highland Park?

A Right.
Q How much money did you pay for the house,

what was the purchase price of the house?

A The purchase price was 28 9, $28,500,

Q Can you recall what your mortgage payments
were?
A | Yes, I do, very clearly, At first they were 286
monthly. |
| Q Did that include taxes?
A Yeah, 1t included taxes,
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Renson-direct 8

Q Did it then become another figure?
A Yes. Later it was another figure added on, which

went up to $297.

Q wWas that because of an Increase in taxes?
A Yeah.
Q Now, where were you employed at the time

you made an application for the mortgage?
A I was employed at Somerset County Bridge Department,
Q And at the time you left the South Tth

Avenue house in late February of '74, by whom were you

employed?
A I was employed by Kalser Aluminum,
Q Can you tell me when you stopped working for

the Somerset County Bridge Department?
A Yeah, October, '72,
Q ” And do you remember what your income was
in late December of '71l, when you first moved to Highland
Park?
A Well, yes, I remember, It was something like $250
e§ery two weeks, Actually I was on the Working Poor Progfam.
Q, _ And when you left the Somerset County Bridge

Department in October of '72, what did you then do?

A I started to work for Kaiser Aluminum,.
Q Do you remember what your salary was there?
A Yeah, My salary there runs from 10,000 to 13,000 a
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Benson-direct 9

year,

Q Now, let's say from the period of December 1f
of '71 tokOctober of '72, during the period when you were
working for the Somerset County Bridge’Department, I'd like
you to tell me what other income, from any source, you had
coming into the house., Did your wife work?

A No. The only income T had come in was 10 percent
disability, veteran's pension.

Q  You tell us tﬁat you live with your wife and
seven children--

A I beg your pardon, I told you 10 percent from
véteran's disability. I told you I was on the Working Poorﬂ
So actually I was getting a certain amount of money from |
the weifare to make out enough for me to live on,

Q We'll go through the whole thing then.

So you had a salary of $250 every two weeks coming in from

Somerset County?

A Yeah,
Q You also had a 10 percent disability coming
tn?
A ~ Yeah,
Q Do you remember, in terms of money--
A At that time, before Congress raised it, I think

1t was $228 a month, but, since then, it!'s been raised by

Congress.
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Benson-direct 10

Q Now, your wife doesn't work, correct?
A No.
Q The seven children, what are their ages?
A I'm very poor in that. Let's see,
Q L.et me ask you this., How many of the seven

children live with you?

A All seven of them live with me,

Q And how old 1s the oldest?
A The oldest 18 17 years old, she'll be 18 in June this
year,

Q Does she have a part-time job, does she work!
A She Just'got a part-time Job, the school got her
one.

Q How much money does she make?
A Actually I don't know offhand, she's only been

working about three days,

Q Are these children all children of yours

and your wife?

A All of them, me and my wife, I do have one

granddaughter live with me,

Q- Whose child is the granddaughter?
A It's my daughter'!s child,
Q The daughter who is 17 years old?
A No. The daughter, she doesn't live home, she's

twenty something years old,
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Q How many children do you have all totaled?
A All totaled I got nine living, one dead.

Q Seven of them reside with you?
A Seven of them reside with me.

Q One 1s out on her own, who has a child?
A Yep. I got one son out on his own,

Q You have nine children, one 1s dead. So

that leaves eight living?
A Yeah, No. I had 10, one 1s dead, leaves nine living.
Q You have a son who is out on his own, you

have a daughter out on her own.

A Yeah.
Q This daughter has a child who lives with
you?
A Yeah,
VQ What's the child's name, grandchild?
A Reglina. |
Q Regina what?
Av' | Sutton.
Q ” What's the mother's name?
A Vﬁpﬁ, Vera,
Q Vera what? Sutton?
A‘ Yeah,
| Q Is Vera married to a Mr. Sutton?
A They was, they not 1llving together now.
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Q

excuse me,

12

Does Mr. Sutton support his grandchild--

MR, SEARING: Wait a minute, I
object to this line of questioning. These
are questions of general application that
pertain to the other municipalities and I
would obJject to your going into this line
of questioning at this time. We're to confij
ourselves to questions relating to Highland
Park,

MR, AUCIELLO: I think it!'s a questi
of specific application o the Borough of
Highland Park and that Mr. Benson has had
a number of residences, two of which were in
the Borough. And the gravamen of Mr.
Bensbn's complaint is that he can't afford
to malntain a house in the Borough of
Highland Park,

Now, one's ability to afford is a
function of one's income, I think 1t's
entirely pertinent to the complaint against
Highland Park to know the source of income
Mr. Benson has., If Mr. Benson 1s supporting
a grandchild, then the Borough 1s entitled

to know whether or not that child is a
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Benson-~direct 13

recipient of any state, county, local or
parental support.

MR, SEARING: My objection stilll
stands, Off the record.

(Whereupon, a discussion was held
off the record.)

MR, SEARING: Back on the record.

Q Mr. Benson, to go back to a previous point,
from the period of late December of '7l1 through the present,
has your wife been employed?

A ~ From when?

Q From late December of '71, that 1s the time
you first moved Into the Borough of Highland Park, until
the present, has your wife been employed?

A Yes., I just answered that question. I said a few

weeks of last year before Christmas.

Q And where did she work?
A She worked at Page Industrial.
7 Q?‘ What did she do?
A Weil, I don't know exactly. They make puzzles,

I've never been in the place where she works so I couldn'!t
give you a specific answer on that,

Q | Do you know what her salary was?
>A Yes, I know what her salary was, two dollars and a

half an hour, whatever that comes to.
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Benson-direct 14

Q Do you know why she only worked a few weeks?

A Because she was laid off, like I said, it was only

part-time work, The company wanted to get out & rush order,}

they'd hire somebody to get it out,

Q I asked you a questlon about your granddaugh
Regina Sutton, does Reglina Sutton receive support from her
parents? |
A No. Regina doesn't receive any support from her

parents., We've had Regina since she was three months old.

Q Does Regina receive Aid to Dependent Childre]
welfare? |
A I didn't understand you. I beg your pardén?

Q Does Regina now or has she ever received a

welfare payment called Aid to Dependent Children?
A Yes., At the time I was getting Working Poor she was

on welfare,

Q How much was being received, do you remember
A No. I really don't,
Q What period of time were you on the Working

Poor, what dates?

AA | Efém 71 until early '73.
Q You told us that Vera Sutton 1s now divorced

from her husband, Mr, Sutton.

A I didn't say they were divorced, I sald they weren't

living together,

tef .
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Benson-direct 15

Q Has Mrs. Sutton made any applications to
the courts to have Mr. Sutton support Regina Sutton?
A That I don't know either. She lives in Buffalo,
New York, that's quite aways from here. We got the baby
here, The last I heard of, she doesn't even know where

her husband is at.

Q Do you know where her husband is at?
A No. T don't,
Q So you told us for a certain period you werse

getting $250 every two weeks from Somerset County Bridge
Commission and YOu were also receiviﬁg at that time $28
per month permanent disability and for a certain'b§}iod up
until early 1973 you were recelving welfare for the little
girl, is that correct, for Reginé?
A I was receiving welfare for Regina.

Q During that period, were you also recelving
welfare, anyone else in your family? |

A I was still on Working Poor until they took me off,

It was the same program I was on all the time. When they

checkedrmy finance status I was cut off. They checks them
every three months. So when I started to work for Kalser
Aluminum, naturally, they cut me off from any kind of
system from welfare.

| Q Do you remember what total amounts you were

recelving in welfare each month, from the period of Decembe

r 15
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Benson-direct 16

1971 to the period of time you were cut off?
A No. I couldn't give you an answer on that, because
I really doesn't know. The welfare got a thing going which

brings your money up to a certain amount a month,

a] Do you remember what that certain amount was
A No. I really don't,
Q At the time you contacted the A & B Real

Estate Company you were in the Working Poor program of the

Somerset County Bridge Department, correct?

A Right.

Q And you were also recelving 10 peréenf
dlisability?
A Right.

Q And you were also recelving welfare paymenti?
A Yes,

Q When you made an application for the mortgage,

do you remember what you stated your income was?

A No. I don't.
Q’ Per month?
A Nope. I don't, |
Q. Now, did you also tell us that at some

point after October of 72 you became employed by Kalser
Aluminum and your salary--
A Beg your pardon?

Q At some time after October of '72, which is
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Benson-direct 17

whenyou left the Somerset County Bridge Commission, you got a
Job with Kalser Aluminum,
A Sometime in October of 72,

Q Was there a lapse in time between working
for Somerset County and going to work for Kalser?

A Not at all, T already had an application 1n there,
As soon as they called me, I went to work,

Q You went to work for Kaiser. At that point
you were no longer on any welfare program, your income was
related to your work at Kalser, 1s that correct?

A | I was on welfare for a few weeks or maybe a month‘
after I étarted working for Kaiser. It takes a whlle to cﬁt
it off. Like I sald, they check your finance stature first
before they cut you off.

Q Now, do you remember how much a week,
approximately, you were taking home from Kaiser?

A It's pretty hard to tell, by the week. Like I said
before, the first year I worked at Kalser my income was
something like $10,000, Per week, it's hard to put it per
week, Sgéﬁose you get a few extra hours overtime or somethipg,
I can't téil you a week's salary.

Q Were you bringing home more money working
for Kaiser than you had each week when you were working for
éomerset County?

A Yes, I was.
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Q Now, were you able to meet your mortgage
payments?
A | For a while,

Q When did you fall behind inyour mortgage
payments?
A I fell behind about six months after I purchased the

house. I started falling behind on the mortgage payments,.
Q -~ So do I understand you made the mortgage
payments for approximately six months and then you started
falling behind?
A Yes.
Q Would that mean you started falling behind
around June of 1972?
A Yes, sometﬁing like that.
Q And you were unable to make up the mortgage
payments, even after you got the better job at Kailser
Aluminum?

A Yes, I was, I was unable to catch up on the payment;,

begause you don't get a chance to catch up. If you're late

with one payment, you don't send one, you send two.

Q Now, you told us the purchase price of the
house was $28,900. Do you remember what down payment you
put on that ﬁouse?

A I didn't ﬁut any down payment. That house was

bought through F.H.A., G.I. loan. I didn't put any down
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Benson-~direct 13

payment at all,.

Q So it was a hundred percent mortgage?
A Yeah.,
Q You have no specific recollection as to

what figures you put on the mortgage application form?
A No.

Q But would your recollection be that the only
figures you would have put on would have been your $500
a month from Somerset County, your $28 a month from 10
percent disability and whatever welfare payments you were
making, that would have been your mortgage applicatien?

A That could have only been it, because I had no

other income but that.

Q Have you ever received Workmen's Compensatio
A No.
Q Have you ever been involved in any

automobile accidents or anything of that sort where you
may have gotten settlements?
Ai ~ Ne.

Q Back in 1971, when you were still Hving
over at West Point Avenue over in Somerset, I believe you
told us yourmet a Mr, Brunson of the A & B Real Estate
Company and he located a house for you in Highland Park,
'is that correct?

A Correct,
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Q Did your children attend the Highland Park
schools?
A Beg your pardon?

Q Did your children go to school in Highland
Park?
A §ure they went to school there.

Q And you had little difficulty finding that

place in Highland Park, as far as you can remember?
A Yes. I would say it wasn't too difficult for the
real estate company to find 1it. I didn't find it. The

man was out to sell a house.

Q How many bedrooms did that house have?
A It had three.

Q Are you still employed by Kalser?
A Yeah, |

Q And your salary is now between 10 and

$13,000 per year?
A Right.

Q When you found the apartment in Jamesburg,
what was your rent?
A | Two ten, I think.

Q Now, you told us, your statement is you left
Jamesburg beéause it was too crowded,
A' Right,

Q And you moved back to Highland Park?
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Benson-dlrect ‘ 21

A Right.

Q What was your rent at the South 8th Street
address?
A Two elghty-~five,

Q Was that two eighty-five, roughly,

comparable to what your mortgage payments had been?
A No. Besides this two eighty-five, I had to pay
water and sewage and utllities.

Q So was the amount of rent you were paying

on South 8th Avenue probably more than you had been paying
per month at the South 7th address?
A Well, I wouldn't say it was more, but 1t was more,
I was paying more, But I didn't have as much, I did havé
a decent house to live in in South 7th Avenue,but there I
didn't have nothing but a hole, I was just wasting money.

Q You're sayling the house at South 7thwas a
better living environment than the apartment at South 8th?
A Yes, It was a beautiful home, I almost cried
when I losed it.

Q Now, did you have any problem moving back

to Highland Park?

A Yes, I had quite a problem,
Q What problem was that?
'A Well, I had to find a place aﬁd that wasn't easy.
Q Did you go to a realtor to find you a placep
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A Yes, that's how I got thls place., I didn't go to a
realtor, I read an ad in the paper, and that's how I got in

touch with the real estate guy that owned the property on

South 8th,
Q Do you know who owned that property?

A Oh, I never forget him, Sam Scott, Scott & Scott,
Q So you saw an ad in the paper, What

newspaper was that, do you remember? Home News?

A Home News.

Q You called Sam Scott, he showed you the

place and you rented 1t?

A Well, he didn't show it to me., He sent me down to
look at it,
Q Now, you told us that late in October of

'74 you made a move to Redmond Street in New Brunswick, 1s
that correct?
A Correct,

Q During the period of July to October, did
your children attend school in Highland Park?
A Yeah, the children attend school. When I moved
back to Highland Park in July the kid started school there

in September, as 138 usual,

Q So then late in October you moved to New
Brunswick?
A Right,
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Q And then approximately two months later
you moved to Piscataway?
A Yeah,

Q Now, Mr., Benson, how would you characterize

living in the Borough of Highland Park? Would you characteri

that as an urban environment or as a suburban environment?

A I would classify as a suburban, not an urban environt

ment., T don't think there's nothing urban about Highland
Parlz,

Q How much time have you spent in Highland
Park during those two times in which you lived there,
approximately two and a half, three years?
A If they're both put together, I would say so,

Q Did you get to know the town pretty well
during that time?
A Yes.

Q Would you say there 1s a good deal of open
land or empty spaces in the Borough of Highland Park?
A I would say that there is plenty of open spaces,
according to the real estate companies that advertise them,

Q My question to you is that based upon the
two and a half or three years which you spent in the Borough
of Highland Park, did you form an impression that there was
é lot of open space?

A Oh, open space,

ze
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MR, SEARING: If you know.
Q If you can remember,
A I understand. Well, if you talk about open space,
I wouldn't say it was a lot, but some could be developed,

I would say, 1f you don't mind me commenting.

Q Mr. Benson, what rent d;d you pay in New
Brunswick?
A Two fifty.

- Q And what rent are you paying in Plscataway?

A Two sixty.

Q Does that include water and sewer and
everything?
A Nope.

Q Utilities?
A Nope. Only rent.

Q So your monthly obligations are roughly
the same in Plscataway as they were in Highland Park, is

that correct, roughly?

A' No.
Q What's the difference?
A Quite a bit of difference, All I have to do there

is give a man $260 a month and that's 1it,
Q Where?
A Where I'm living now, 'Oh, I have to pay my utilitig

which runs around $35 a month, but you‘take 285, add water
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and sewage and utilities, it's a hell of a lot of difference
So I would say I'm way ahead of the game right now.

Q So you would say you are living 1n less
expensive quarters in suburban Middlesex County?
A Yes.

Q So then, as far as your relationshlp with th
Borough of Highland Park, would you say you had any problem
at all finding space in Hlighland Park to live in?
A Yes, I would say so, because I tried like hell to
get space 1in Highland Park before I had to move away, I

had to move away twice, I never would have left Highland

Park if I could find decent housing there. The only decent |

housing I had was the one I bought,.

Q And you lost that house because you
couldn't make the payments?
A Right,

Q And you couldn't make the payments, although
you were granted a mortgage for $28,900°?
A Yeah.

Q And’your employment status, from the time
‘you got the mortgage, increased, rather than decreased?
A Yep. But my debts also increased too and the
mortgage wenf up.
| Q Because of the taxes?

A Yeah,

W
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Q $10°
A Yeah.
Q During the time you lived in Highland Park,

elther of those periods, did your wife look for employment?

A Yes, she did.
Q She was unable to find any?
A Yeah., Then I was working a different shift then

and you don't just, your wife don't just go out to work
and got children to send to school and leave them home by
themselves. So you got a problem with that, too,.

Q You know what I'd like you to do, I'd like
for you to deécribe for me that beautiful house you had on

South 7th Avenue.,

A Well, 1t sits right on a hill, on the right-hand sidp,

on South 7th Avenue, If I can think of the name of that
street--is that Benner Street? No. Not Benner Street.
Aida Street, I bellieve it is, just before you get there,

it sits on the right-hand side. It's a beautiful house

with a full basement, sllide doors, walk-in cellar. And

it's sti;}_there boarded up, I don't think anybody ever
moved in i£ yet,
Q And three bedrooms, yod said?
A Thrée bedrooms, kitchen, living room, bathroom,
MR, LERNER: Eaton Street.

THE WITNESS: That's right, Eaton
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Street.

Q During the time you lived at that house,
did you try to expand 1t in any way, get a bullding permit,
apprly for any bullding permits?
A No., I did not. Because the way I understand you
have to have a house for so long before you can actually
get any money on it, second loan, second mortgage, whatever
you might want to call it, And I wasn't able to put any
money into it myself, but my thoughts was to do a lot of
work on it,

Q Now, in that neighborhood, could you
describe who the neighbors were? |
A Oh, yeah, I had one very good neighbor, Reggle
Eato. He was a wonderful neighbor. I had a wonderful
neighbor that lived across the street from me, I can't
remember his name. And thére was Mr, Haskins, he lived
under the hill there, he was a very good neighbor, So I

had a few real good nelighbors,

Q And you found 1t a pleasant place to live?
A Yes, it was very pleasant.
Q;V And now, you told us that from the

periods when you first moved into Highland Park in '71
through the time you left in late '74, although your salary
'or your income increased, your debts were increaslng.

A Yeah,
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Q What debts increased?
A Well, I had personal loans and I bought an

automobile and I had quite a few personal things going.

Q What kind of automobile did you buy?
A 169 Chevy wagon.

Q And d4id you borrow money? Did you finance
that caré
A Yes, it was financed to a bank.

Q What bank was that?
A Peoples National Bank, North Brunswick,

Q You still have that car?
A Yes, I do.

Q Did you have to fill out an application form
A Yes, I did,.

Q Did you list the fact that you had a

mortgage on your house?
A | Yes, I did,
Q And these other personal loans, when were
:thgyrmade?
A Oh;xthey were made in !'73,
Q Were these loans wilith just friends of yours,
other people?
A No. kThey weren't friends, they were from profes-
sional money loan companies,

Q When you bazght this station wagon did you
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have any other cars in your famlly at the time?

A No.
Q This was the only car you Had?
A Yep.
Q How were you getting to work from Highland

Park to the Somerset County Bridge Commission, prior to the
time you bought this car?
A Well, I had a car before then. The question was

did I have two cars at one time, right?

Q Yes.
A The answer is no. I only had one car at a time,
Q How much were these other loans which you

took out and in what amounts?
A Thousand dollars.
Q How many tlmes d4ld you take out a thousand

dollar loan?

A Twice,
Q Have these loans been paid off?
A No, they're still hanging.
Q < Were you to make monthly payments on these
amounts?
A Right,.
Q | Do you remembér what the payments were?
A Yes, $38 a month and one was twice that much,

because I bought furniture for my house, which was financed
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through one finance company too.
Q How much, approximately, were you supposed

to pay the Peoples National Bank for the car per month?

A $52 a month I pays.
Q You're still paying for that?
A Yes, I'm still paying for it,.
Q When you made applications for each of thgse

three loans you told the lending institutions about your

mortgage payments?
A They knew everythlng about me., If they hadn't knew,
I wouldn't have gotten the money,.

Q Now, one of the installment loans was for
furniture. Do you remember what the purpose of the other
loan was?

A Well, for personal things like clothes for the
children, more stuff for the house, When you buy a house

you have to have something to put in it. So, naturally,

~you got to keep getting here and there to put something

;nto it.

Q. So at a certain point you found yourself
with monthly obligations; not only of the 285 or 297, but
also with obligations totaling approximately another
hundred andAsixty-five, hundred and seventy dollars?

A Yep.

Q And would it be falr to conclude that, but
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for these additional obligations, you would have been able
to continue making your payments on this South 7th Avenue
house?
A  Yeah, that would be fair to say. If it wouldn't
have been for the obligations, I would have been able to
make the payments,

Q Now, you told us that the car was financed
through the Peoples National Bank,
A Yeah,

Q Do you remember what institution lent you
the money for the furniture?
A Yes, I remember,

Q What'!s that?

THE WITNESS: Do I have to answer
that?

MR, SEARING: Can you state the

relevancy of that question? I object to it.

MR, AUCIELLO: Well, the relevance
of the question 18 I would like to
substantiate this history, as it's been

related to me., Mr. Benson has claimed he!

s

had to move out of Highland Park because of

his inability to make mortgage payments,

that!s the gravamen of Mr. Benson's complainft,

I think the Borough has a right to know

If
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why the man couldn't meet mortgage payments,
although his payments were approved.v

MR, SEARING: The witness is under
oath., I don't see the relevancy of the
names of the finance company that he took
loans from,

MR, AUCIELLO: Well, the relevancy
might be to establish the basis upon which
these loans were granted,

MR. SEARING: The basis, I still
don't understand. |

MR, AUCIELLO: To find out the
financlial condition of Mr. Benson.

MR, SEARING: Mr, Benson has
testified to his full financial history.

Mr. Benson, at the time you got these three

loans, you filled out application forms, is that correct?

A Right,

e

Q

And on each application do you remember

“ if there were questions concerning mortgage payments?

A Yes, there was,

And each of those three times you stated--
MR, SEARING: I object to that. Mr,
Benson has answered that question at least

three times. You may answer, Mr., Benson,
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but I object,
Q On each of these applications, you stated
you were making mortgage payments each month to the

Jersey Mortgage Company?

A Yes,
Q In the amount between 285 and $290?
A Right.
Q Would you tell us exactly what kind of

furniture you bought? Did you buy a color T.V.?
MR, SEARING: T object.

THE WITNESS: I'll answer that

question.
A No. I didn't buy a color T.V.
Q Buy a stereo?

A Yes, I did.
| MR, SEARING: T object, I don't
see the relevancyvof these questions,.

MR, AUCIELLO: I think the relevancy
is clear, the man incurred obligations
which disabled him from meeting mortgage
payments on a lovely house, as he described
it, in the Borough of Highland Park, which
he found very little difficulty in securing,

Q Mr., Benson, when you moved into the house

did you have any furniture at all?
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A Nope. I didn't have any furniture at all when I

moved into the house,

Q You had no kitchen set?
A No. I just moved here from out of state.
Q Didn't you tell us that you resided at

422 West Point Avenue in Somerset?
A Yes, I did tell you. But you didn't ask me how
long I stayed there either, did you?

Q You just told me you moved right in from
out of state.
A I didn't tell you that. I told you I hadn't been
here too long.

Q How long did‘you reside in Somerset?
A I resided in Somerset about three months. As a
matter of fact, I moved back here from out of state in
September of '71, but you never bothered to ask me how
1ong(I stayed at Somerset.

Q What state dld you move to Somerset from?
A- New York State, way upstate Buffalo, When I say
New York, I don't mean right across the bridge. Up where
it gets cald,

Q » And when you left Buffalo did you come down
with any furniture or anything?
A No, no, I didn't,

Q Just packed up the family and moved?
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A Yeah,

Q Mr. Benson, you told us about three
additional loans which you secured subsequent to your
negotiation of a mortgage.

A Yes,

Q- I1'd like you to tell me which--you told us
it was for clothes, one for furniture and one for a car--
which of these loans came first, do you remember?

A The furniture ican came first.
Q Now, I'm going to ask you again if you
remember the name of the finance company.
MR, SEARING: i object.
A Yeah, I remember. I didn't say I didn't remember.
I asked if it was necessary for me fo answer the question,
MR, AUCIELLO: An objection has
been noted, I'd Just like to state that

since we feel knowing this Iinformation is

essential to evaluating Mr. Bensbn's claim-

MR, SEARING: That's a conclusion,
Why 1s it essential?

MR, AUCIELLO: Let me explain., It's
our feeling it's essentlal because Mr.
Benson--well, as far as I understand, Mr.
Benson had very little difficulty finding

sultable premises in the Borough, If
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Mr. Benson subsequently incurred obligations
which disabled him from meeting his mortgage
commitments, then I think 1t's relevant.
And your objection is noted. We will have
to exercisge our options to make a motion
to get this information.

MR, SEARING: Off the record.

(Whereupon, a discussion was held
off the record.)

MR, SEARING: Back on the record,

I still lodge an objection; but
I'll allow the witness to answer that
question,

Q I believe the question was what finance

company loaned you a thousand dollars for furniture?

A Avco,

Q And do you remember when the application
was made?
A No. I don't., It was made just about the time

that--let me see now. In 173. I bought the furniture
from Jacocks, whatever his name 1s, Jacocks, And he
ramrodded the financing of the furniture. I didn't have

nothing to do with 1it, I bought it and he financed 1t

Q This was in '73?
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A No. The furniture was bought before '73, bﬁt I

also had another loan, I got another loan from Avco in '73,
Q Just answer this question, When was the--

A The furniture was bought right after I moved in

the house in '7l, As a matter of facf, the furniture

beat me there., It was bought, I had to have it before I

could move into the house.

Q And you bought that furniture from Jacocks?
A Yeah,
Q Did you buy that furniture before you closed

title on your house?
A No. I did not,

Q Was there a period of time which elapsed
between the time you closed title on the house and the
time you moved into the house?

A About five days.

Qy Are you telling me 1t was within that five-
day period the furniture arrived?

A The furniture arrived, I had it delivered the same
day I movgd into the house,

Q ' Did you buy tﬁe furniture before you
actually clpsed title on the house? |
A I Just answered that question. I said no., I did
not buy the furniture before I closed title on the house;

Q What you're saylng then is you closed title
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on December the 18th?

A Yeah.

Q You moved in approximately five days later?
A Yeah.

Q And sometlime between December the 18th and

December the 23rd you went to Jacocks?

A I had already went to Jacocks and made arrangement

for the furniture, but it wasn't bought.

Q Before December the 18th?
A Yeah.
Q So you made arrangements with Jacocks prior

to the time you closed title on the house?

A Yeah, Knowlng you got to get a house, you got to
make arrangements to put something in it, right? But it
was no deal loosed on the furniture until after that deal

was closed on the house, But I had did some shopping, I

had shopped with Fuchs Furniture Company and a hell of a lot

of them to see if I could get something to get in the house
if and when I got the house.

Q Did you inform the mortgage company that

~ you were?sbopping around for furniture?

A No. I didn't figure it was the mortgage company's
business. As a matter of fact, I wasn't dealing with the
mortgage company, I was dealing with a real estate agency.

Q Did you tell Mr. Brunson you were looking
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for furniture for the house?
A No. I didn't tell Mr. Brunson,
Q When did you close the deal for the

furniture, the same day you closed title on the house?

A No. No,
Q The next day?
A I don't remember the exact date the deal was

closed on the furniture.

Q But you're telling me it was within the
five days after you closed title on the house?
A Yes, I would say that.

Q Because the furniture arrived fivé days
later, right?
A I didn't say five days later, I said I went to
the furnliture company and I shopped for the furniture and,
okay, so I didn't close no deal on the furniture, but after
the deal was closed on the house, then actually, before I

could move into the house, I had to have furniture go i

f,the house, So there was a date set, After the deal was

closed on. the house, there was a date set for the furniture
to come, So I ran down to meet the furniture when it got
there, |

Q I think you told us before you moved into
the house filve days after you closed title, Is that about

right?




N n K W N

N

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19 4
20
.
22
23

24 |
25

Benson-direct 4o

A Somethlng like that, yeah.

Q You also told us the furniture met you at
the house.
A I didn't say that., I told you I had the furniture

at the house when I was ready to move in.

Q Was the furniture at the house when you were
ready to move in?
A Yeah, I was right out there when it come.

Q My question was when did you close the
deal for the furniture,
A I don't know,

MR. SEARING: The witnesssays he
can't remember,
Q Was the furniture delivered to your house

before you closed the deal, do you remember that?

A Before I closed the deal on what?
Q On the furniture,
A No. It wasn't delivered before I closed the deal.
Q You closed the deal and the furniture
arrived?
N,
Q Now, did you slign an agreement wlith Jacocks

for payment of the furniture?
A Yes, I did.

Q Do you remember what amount you had to
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pay for this furniture?
A No. I don't.
Q Do you remémber what amounts were financed
through Avco, a thousand dollars?
A I Jjust told you, a thousand dollars,
Q And your payments, I belleve you sald, were

$76 a month originally?

Q I'm talking only about the first 1§an with
Avco for the furniture from Jacocks, what was your monthly
obligation?
A The monthly obligation on that was about thirty
something dollars a month,

Q So at this point you had a monthly obligatiol
on your mortgage of approximately $285 and you now picked
up a $37 obligation for the furniture, is that correct?
A Beg your pardon? |

Q So at this point, Jjust subsequent to moving
into your new house, your house in Highland Park, you had
a $285 é ﬁonth mortgage obligation and you had a $37 a month
furniture dbligation?,
A : Yeah,

Q | Now, when was the next time you made an
épplication for a loan?

A In '73,

—t
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Was that for the car?

A ope.

Q Was that for the clothes for the children
and the other household stuff?
A Yep.

Q This was in 19732
A Yeah, ‘

Q Do you remember about when in !73?
A No.

Q Could you tell me when your obligation to pay
Avco increased from $37 a month to $76 a month? At some
point did your obligation to Aveo increase from $37 a month--
A At one point, at some point I had two loans with
Avco, I| just told you. I had the furniture loan and I
borrowed an extra thousand dollars.

Q The loan for the clothes and other stuff was
also an Avco loan?
A Yeah, So actually that increased the payments from

| the furngtpre loan,
Qﬂi And this was in 1973?
“ A Yeah.

Q Your payments are now increased to $76 a
month, approkimately, to Avco?
A Yeah.

Q To pay for tﬁe furniture, clothes and other

42
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household--
A To pay for furniture and the personal loan.

Q After that time, you got a loan for the car,
is8 that correct? |
A I didn't just say I got a loan for the car. My car
was flnanced, the agency I bought 1t from financed it
through the bank,

Q And that was the Peoples Bank of New Jersey?
A I believe that's the name of 1t., I got to go make

a payment today, I can't remember the name of the bank.

~But I know where 1t's at, it's between Joyce Kilmer and

Livingston Avenue.

Q But you got this 1969 station wagon--
A Well, it was in something like June when I got that
car.
Q June of '73?
A Was 1t '73? Yeah, it was '73.
Q That was after you were--
A Yeah, this was after,
‘Q; After Avco?
A ,xgvgfah.
Q When you made the application to the bank

you told them about Avco?
’A I didn't make an application to the bank. I goes

down to the automobile company--what the heck is the name
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out there on Somerset Street? Siroccio. And I says I want
to buy a car. He says, "Okay, pick out what you want,"

T picks out what I want. He said, "Okay. Give me five dollars
I'm going to see if I can get your car financed." He said,
"I have to have these charges."

So he called me back about a day later, he said,

"You can get your car, it's been financed through the bank."
That's all T know.

Q Mr., Benson, you told us before that it was
approximately five to six months after you moved inpo the
South 7th Avenue house, which would have been Mayibr Jﬁne of
1972, that you started falling behind in your mortgage.

A Yeah.

Q And you told us that it was not until

February 28 of '74 that you actually left that house.

A Yep. I had loosed it before then, but I didn't leavé

Q Was there a mortgage foreclosure on that
hduse?
A | feéh, there was a foreclosure 5n it. Yeah.

Q Do you have a recolleqtion as to when the

A No. I dont't,
Q But you were aware of the fact that you were

behind?
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A Yes.
Q And thls was approximately mid-1372, correct?
A Nope. It wasn't '72., Oh, yeah, I was behind in '72,
but the foreclosure procedure didn't start in '72.
Q But you were behind in '72?
A Yean,
Q Even though you knew you were behlind in
mid of 1972, you went out and borrowed an additional thousand
dollars sometime in !'73 from Avco and you went out and
bought a car, which cost you $52 a month, from the ?eqples
Bank? :
A Yeah., Some of this money was used to catch up on
mortgage payments, |
Q Do you have any 1ldea how far behind you were,
let's say at the beginning of 1973, on your mortgage payments?
A Yeah, three months,.
Q Mr. Benson, do you know if the Borough of
Highland Park has a housing authority?
MR, SEARING: If you know,
VA A housing authority?
' Q. Yes, Public housing authority.
A I really don't know.
Q | Are you familiar with the intersection of

A Yes, I am,

|
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Q And do you know whether or not there is any
construction at that site?
A Not that I know of,

Q So if I were to tell you whether or not you
know that the housing authority of the Borough of Highland
Park has a unit, 12 units of housing there, that wouldn't

refresh your recollection at all?

A Yeah. I know the units are there.

Q Do you know that those units are maintained
by the housing authority of Highland Park? B
A I didn't know who they were maintained by.;i;

Q Did you ever try to find out from éanody,

elther 1In the town or in the county, whether or nof>H1gh1and
Park had a housing authority?
A No. I did not. All i dld was look for houslng in
Highland Park., And the units you're talking about, I went
there twice to fill out an application, the lady sald, "How
many in your family?" I told her, she said, "No need to
bother."

Q o So then you knew there was a housing
authority ih Highland Park?
A I didn't know it was a housing authority. It could
have been private oﬁned. I didn't know the housing authar ity
éwned it.

Q Mr. Benson, during the time that you lived
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in the Borough of Highland Park, would you say there were a
number of other black famllies in town?
A I beg your pardon?

Q During the time that you lived in the
Borough of Highland Park, would you say that there were a

number of other black families living in the town?

A A number? I don't quite understand the question.
Q Were you the only black family in your
neighborhood?
A No. I was not.
Q Then there were other black familles?
A Yes, there was more black famlilies there.
Q Were there any white families in the

neighborhood, within a block or two?
A | Yeah, Some lived in the housing unlt you spoke of.

Q So if I were to ask you whether or not you
thought the Borough of Highland Park was maintained as an
elite, isolated, white community of high income household,
would you.gharacterize Highland Park that way?

J MR, SEARING: If you know,

A Yes, I would, Because, north of Raritan Avenue,
I think I saw one black famlly north of Highland Park all
the time I épent there, I always wondered why there wasn't
‘anyﬂblacks up there. And 1st Avenue, I think, 1is one familjy

of blacks. So actually what you got in Highland Park, you

iy
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got 7Tth Avenue, 8th Avenue, all'south, 9th Avenue, all
south, 6th Avenue, all south. Not even 5th,
So you can square your blacks off from Benner
Street down. You can square them off to the black people
in Highland Park, I think the Borough Attorney knows more
about fhe location than I do, but I'm just stating a épecifi
on my part.
MR, SEARING: You are stating to
the best of your knowledge.

THE WITNESS: Yeah,

Q Where 1is Kalser Aluminum located, what town?
A Edison,.
Q Now, you resided in Highland Park, your

children went to the Highland Park public school system,
is that correct?
A Sure,

Q Did you think they were getting a pretty
good education?

A Oh, I don't know. I would say they were getting

a substantial education.

Q Did they ever come home and say they were
being discriminated against in school because they were
black?

A Oh, yes, they did. We've had qulte a few problems

on that, As a matter of fact, I've had conferences with
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teachers and principals on that,
Q: What schools did these children go to?

A Middle School, the high school, Irving School,
Lafayette School, I had children in all the schools in
Highland Park, except the one north of Raritan Avenue, I
never seen any of the blacks go there, I can't remember the
name of it, it's off of 5th Avenue. I never seen a black
kid in that school, I always wondered why that was,

| Q Did you make a habit of going to look to

see if there were any black students there?

A You don't have to go look.
Q You just knew?
A You Just know, You get acquainted with anyplace

that you live and you see., I pass there a lot and I had-
an occasion to talk to quite a few people. That I know of

that there was, it couldn't have been over two or thrée,

Q How many high schools does Highland Park
have?
| MR, SEARING: 1If you know.
A | Oﬁe; that T know of.
Qﬂ How many middle schools does 1t have?
A Well, depends on how you classify middle school,

By name, there is only one that I know of,
Q So if you would have said before that high

schools and middle schools, now that you're thinking about
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it, there may be only one high school and one middle school?
A Yeah. If they use the name Middle School, that's
the name of the school, It could be used as a grade,
middle grade or something else, as far as I know, As far
as I know, there's one high school and one middle school,
CONTINUATION OF DIRECT EXAMINATION BY MR, LERNER:

Q The Middle School you referred to, Mr,
Benson, that's grade six, seven and eight, isn't that
correct?
A Yes.

Q All the kids in the Borough go to the same
Middle School, don't they?
A As far as I know, yes,

Q No matter what school they went to before,
they still go there?
A Yeah, |

Q All the children in the Borough go to the
same high school, there 1s one high school in the Borough,
isn't that correct?
A As far as I know,

Q The schools themselves are.Lafayette and
Irving, they aren't new schools, aren't they?
A No.
| Q In fact, the school you talked about on

t he north side of the town, that's Hamllton School?
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A Yeah, that's the name of it.
Q- That's an old school, isn't 1t?
A As far as I know,
Q Have you ever seen the échool itself?
A Yes, I've seen it.
Q If I told you the school was 50 years old

and was perhaps the oldest school in town, that would be
pretty close to being so, wouldn't 1it?
A I wouldn't know,

Q But exterlor appearance, the school on the
north side and the school on the south side, are the two
oldest schools in town, wouldn't you say?

A Well, if you want me to speculate on that--

Q I don't want you to speculate, Mr, Benson.
A I couldn't say, because I only spent, say, three

years in Hlghland Park, maybe a little better., So I
couldnt't say which school;;

Q But your children went to school 1n the
same classes 1n the Middle School that every child in the
Borough went tb?

A Yeah,

Q The same classes that every child in the
Borough in tﬁe high school went to?

A | Yes,

Q There were many children that went to




A »n o W [ )

-3

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22

23

24
25

Benson-direct 52

school 1n Lafayette School, isn't that so?
A Lots of them, yeah.

Q It covered the whole south side of the
Borough, from the river all the way up to maybe, I donft
know 1f you know what street--did your children go to
Lafayette School?

A ?es. I had children 1in fourth grade,.

Q - It covers the whole south side, South 6th,
South 5th, South 4th, South 3rd, South 2nd, lst Avenue,
Raritan Avenue all the way over to Donaldson Park?

A Yeah,

Q Did you ever look for a house on the horth:
side of town, Mr., Benson? 2
A Yes. I called several real estate companies., A
Mrs. Ziement, Tanzman, that's a real estate company.

Q When did you speak to them?

A All during the time that I knew I was golng to have
to move from 7th Avenue:Q

Q This was after you were having difficulty
in making the payments for the house you were in?

A This was after that T knew that there was foreclosure
on my house,

Q | And faced with that foreclosure and the
1hab111ty to make those payments, you tried to find another

house?
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A I tried to find a house to rent, not to buy.

Q Were you shown any houses that were for rent
in Highland Park?
A Nope. Everybody that I call, they say wetll call you
back, you call me back, Then I would call them back, they
would hardly ever call me back, and they would say, "Well,
I'm sorry, the house is rented."

Q Did you ever see any houses that for rent
in Highland Park?

A Yes, I did. T see quite a few.

Q You actually went to see the houses them-
selves? |
A Only passing by and see a sign.

Q And the sign sald the house was for rent?
A Yes,

Q Where did you see a house with a sign FOR
RENT on 1t?
A I've seen several on 8th Avenue and I've seen some

on the north side, on 10th Avenue.

Q ' There was a Sign that said the house was for
rent?
A | Yes. I never stopped to investigate, but I'd get
the phone nu@ber and also go back home and call and then
I looks at The Home News and T keeps--

Q Let!'s stay with the ones you say you saw
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signs on for rent, houses, Do you know any of those signs?
A No. We're talking about two years ago.

Q vI understand that, Did you ever go and
knock on a door where someone had a sign outside saying

that the house was for rent?

A No. I'd always get the phone number and call.
Q But you would not go iIn the house?
A No. I didn't go into it., I didn't knock on the

door, because I feel very funny about knocking on doors.
T didn't know where I'm at or who T'm going to see, So I
would call and make an appointment., I thought that would
be appropriate.

Q But you don't have any record of the
houses you called?
A No.

Q And you say you called the real estate
brokers that advertised the houses for rent?
A That'!s right, I called real estate brokers that
advertised for homes. I remember this same lady here,
it wasnft funny, but I had to laugh, she said, "You didn't
want that; Mr, Benson, the rooms are too smali." She said
this and that and the other thing. She gave all kinds of
excuses, yourknow. Still, it was a six-room house, it was
2 four bedroom house., T saild, "Lady, that's what T need,

three, four bedrooms."” And she found all kinds of excuses,
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everything was wrong with the house.

Q Did you ask her how much the rent was?
A Yes, I asked her,
Q How much was the rent for athree or four

bedroom house?

A The rent was two eighty something.
Q And where was this house located?
A It was located--I don't know the address. But it

was located in Highland Park, I think it was on Raritan
Avenue, but I wouldn't be sure,

Q And you spoke to Mms Ziement at the Tanzmanr
agency?
A~ Yes., T must have called at least 25 times for a
house and she always would see what éhe was golng to do and
she'd get back to me, But she!'d never got to me, I'd have
to get back to her,

Q Did you ever find the house itself to see

which house it was for rent on Raritan Avenue?

A No, I didn't. I never bothered to, the address

and phone number was in the paper, but I never bothered to
go. I always called,

There was another agency, Parker-Towne,

Q Now, you're looking at a plece of paper.

That'!s a white envelope?

A Yes,
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Q The envelope, I assume, has your name on 1t?°
A Yes, 1t does, |

Q What's the postmark on that letter?
A This letter I have has nothing to do with what I'm

looking at.
Q I want the record to show you're looking at

an envelope. What 1s the postmark on the envelope?

A The postmark on 1t? What do you mean?
Q What's the date of the letter?
A What's the date of the letter?
Q Oof the envelope.
A Oh, I don't know what the date of it is., =
Q Look on the back where you have writing,

Turn 1t over,

A Oh, January 25,
Q What year?
A 75.
Q So this envelope‘that you‘fe looklng at that

hgs,the names of Tanzman and Ziement is an envelope that
was delivered to you in 19757
A \ Yeah,

Q So the notations that you're refreshing

your recollection from and talking about are things that

_ you'lve just written down, is that correct, or recently

written down?
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A I just written on here, but I had them in record.
Q That's exactly what I'm asking you.
A I just written them on here, but I also have them

in record, I had them down already.

Q Where did you have them written down?
A I had them written down in my home.
Q But you wrote them down here today?
A What?
Q Did you write them down here today?
A No, I didn't,
Q When did you write those down?
A I wrote them down when I got ready to leave home

to get down here,
MR, SEARING: Off the record.
(Whereupon, a discussion was held
off the record.)
MR, LERNER: Back on the record.
Q So the notes that you've brought with you

today, you prepared in anticipation of your testimony here

Q And the reflection and the note there-of

Ziement and Tanzman--and what's the other name, Parker?

A ' Parker-Towne, Parker-Towne Agency.

Q That's Park-Town.
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A Is that what 1t is? That's what it 1s.

Q And these names reflect agencies that have
ads in the paper for homes for rent?
A Right,

Q And you remember speaking to these people
back in '73?
A Yes, because I always kept a record of them, because
I figured sooner or later, from the way they talked, they
might provide me with housing, especially these two agency.
I was very interested in them, because they always sald
they was golng to see what they could do and they might

come up wlth something,

Q Do you know if Park-Town is still‘in
business?
A I don't know.

Q Who did you speak to at Park-Town Agency?
A I don't know no names, I only spoke to one guy that

had a nice line of conversation., But, for his name, I
really don't know. But he told me to always keep him in
mind and that sooner’or later he would have something for
rent.’
Q How many children do you have, Mr, Benson?
| MR, SEARING: The wiltness has
answered that,

MR. LERNER: Just to remember for 3
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second.

MR. SEARING: You can go ahead and
answer that,

A I got seven living wilth me,

Q When you made an appllication, d4id you go in
and try to maké an application for the public housing in
Highland Park?

A Yes, I did,

Q When you told the woman you had seven
children she sald to you the apartments aren't large enough
for you? |
A That's right,

Q Have you made an application, Mr. Benson,
to the public housing in New Brunswick? |
A No. I haven't,

Q Have you made an application for public
housing in Edison?

MR. SEARING: I object to this
line of questioning. These are questions
that pertain to the other municlpalities.
We're trying to confine ourselves today
to questions pertalning to Highland Park,
of which we've done a pretty good job,

Q Do you know what the largest unit is in

Highland Park, in the public housing?
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A No. Just looking, I would say the one on 10th
Avenue, I can't remember the name of it--

Q I'm sorry. Perhaps I didn't make myself
clear,

Do you know how many bedrooms, the largest number of

bedrooms a unlit has in public housing?

A I understand it's only two.
Q That was your understanding?
A Yeah,

MR, LERNER: I have no questions.
MR, SEARING: That's 1it,

(Witness excused,)

KENNETH P, TUSKETY, sworn,
DIRECT EXAMINATION BY MR, AUCIELLO:

Q Mr. Tuskey, my name is Dennis Auciello‘and
I'm an attorney associated with Rubin & Lerner. This offlcq
acts as the attorneys for the Borough of Highland Park,.
Xodre here today in order to allow the Borough to take your
depositie&l

Now, as you've noticed, there's a court reporter
here who has just sworn you 1in. The statements which you
make today ére under oath and are all being recorded and
ﬁill eventually be transcribed and be put into a book of

this testimony. If it becomes necessary for you to testify
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at a trial of this matter, whatever is said today can be
used as a reference or against you at the time of trial.

So 1t's important that you answer only questions you under-
stand.

If you don't understand the question, please ask me
to reph;ase it or whatever and 1f there is any question whic
1s asked, which your attorney has an objection to, your
attorney will state his objection, and you're not to answer
the question over an objection of your attorney. He may
object and say you can answer it anyway, in which?case you
can answer 1t,

Now, Mr. Tuskey, you are one of several plaintiffs
who have brought this action, which names the Borough of
Highland Park as one of several defendants and you, along
with the other individuals in the organizatlion, the Urban
League, have been certified as a class, which means that
you, as an individual, are representative of the clalms of
the class as a whole,

A Good.

Q And the class which you represent, I believq,

is that class of people who are economically and racially
discriminated against, in terms of housling in Middlesex
County. |

| | MR, SEARING: Off the record.

(Whereupoh, a discussion was held

P=J
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off the record,)

MR, SEARING: Put 1t on the record.

Mr, Tuskey has not been included as
a member or representative of a class of
low and moderate income, whilte and non-whitg
citizens in northern New Jersey, who are
seeking decent, safe and sanlitary housing
in an integrated environment; rather, Mr.
Tuskey is clalming under this action as a
white person who has been deprived of
Hving in an integrated environment by the
~actions of the defendant municipalities,

(Whereupon, a discussion was held
off the record,)

(Whereupon, the proceedings resumed
on the record.)

Q Mr. Tuskey, do you feel that you have

been deprived of the benefits of living in a racially and

eg@n@miéak;y Integrated community?

A Yes,
,*Q;fi And you live in South Brunswick, is that
correct?
A Yes.
Q How long have you lived in the area?
By what do you mean area? I lived in Freehold.
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Would you consider that the area?

Q How long have you llived in Middlesex County?
A I believe 10 years, roughly, 10 years.

Q And have you resided in Xendall Park--
A All of that time, yes, |

Q Afe you familiar with the Borough of Highlang
Park?
A I know where 1t is,

Q Have you been through 1t?
A Yes. I have friends who llve there,

Q Have you visited in the town?
A Yes,

Q Would you describe the Borough of Highland

Park as a white, isolated, elite community of high-income

households?

A I don't think I'm qualified to make that definition.
Q I'm not asking you to make a definition--

A You're asking me to aseribe to your definition,
Q&w I'm asking you whether or not you have

formed anyéﬁinion that Highland Park is a white, isolated,
elite‘commuqity of high-income households, Have you formed
that.opinidh?

A Not/ﬁecessarily. Again, T am not that familiar with
Ehe totalnakeup of Highland Park's people.

Q So then you haven't formed that opinion,
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because you don't have enough information upon which to
form an oplinion, is that your answer?
A No. I have other reasons or other data that I have

made my determination by. Do you want me to explain?

Q Just answer my questions, okay?
A Sure,
Q What opinion do you hold of the Borough of

Highland Park?

A I don't have any strong opinions about Highland
Park one way or the other, other than the fact that Highland
Park 1s one of the municipalities in Middlesex County that
is contributing to the living conditions in situations in
the central urbanized city, such as Perth Amboy and New

Brunswick.

Q Mr. Tuskey, do you know Cleveland Benson?
A No. I do not,
| Q Do you know Fanny Botts?
A Yes

Do you know Judith Champion?

Lidia Cruz?
A Yes,
Q Barbara Tippett?
A No.
Q Do you know Jean White?
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A Yes.
Q You told me you lived in Soﬁth Brunswick for
10 years,
A Yes,
Q Could you characterize South Brunswick for
me?

MR, SEARING: Objection, that's a
question of general appllication. But the
witness can answer,

A Characterize 1t in what manner?
Q Well, part of the relief which youfre

seeking is the ability to live in a community of racial and
economic integration,
A Yes. Are you asking if my neighborhood is racially
and economically integrated?

Q I'm asking you if your community is racially
and economically Integrated.
A My community? You're speaking of the entire South

Brungyick boundary?

b3

%
s

‘fﬁgg‘ Yes.

I don't believe it is. I can only speak with

any certainty of my nelghborhood. But, from census data,
I know 1t!'s not,
Q On what census data are you referring to?

A The 1970 census,
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Q You've examined the 1970 census?
A Yes, I have.

Q When was the last time youtve examined 1t?
A Possibly a year ago.

Q And what data are you referring to when you

say that South Brunswick is not a raclally and economically
integraéed community?

A Well, I'm referring to the census data which shows
the number of non-white families living in South Brunswick,
which, at the last time I examined 1t, was extremely low.
As far as the economic data, I'm referring to the lack of 

low-income housing in South Brunswick housing that I have

noted,

Q Did you bring the data with you today?
A No, I did not.

Q Can you cite me any figures?
A Not specific, No,

MR, SEARING: Counsel wlll stipulatq

to provide such data.

What efforts have you made 1n the last 10

é;fﬁbd out about living quarters in Mlddlesex County,

‘Vv

A For myself?

Q Yes.
A None,
Q You've made no applications to Highland
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Park?
A No.
Q Have you examined the bullding codes and

zoning codes’of the Borough of Highland Park?

A Not as any expert.
Q Well, have you examined them?
A Yes.
Q You've had access to the zoning ordinance

of the Borough of Highland Park?
A I cannot testlfy that they were the certified only |
coples, but T was given the information from the Mid&lesek
County Planning Board. I assume they were complete,

Q - What information did you get from the
Middlesex County Planning Board?
A Once again, I can't give you the specific--

Q What you're saying, you don't know whether
or not you ever examined the zoning ordinance--
A The official ones, I don't,

Q.. Have you represented what was represented

by you, byythe Middlesex County Planning Board, to be the

fJZQuing’qggfhance of Highland Park?

MR, SEARING: Do you want to define
examine? I think he might be having some

trouble with it.

A I believe so, but I don't know for certaln. At thg
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time, which was a few years ago, I don't know whether it
was the entire--I don't know what the official document of
the zonlng code looks like,
MR. SEARING: Do you mean looked at
what'!s purported to be, a study in detaill?
THE WITNESS: Not a study in
detall. No.

Q My Question is have you looked at what's
purported to be the zoning ordinance of the Borough\of
Highland Park? You don't know?

A I don't know,

Q Do you know whether or not there are any
areas in Middlesex County which are economically and
raclally Integrated?

MR. SEARING: If you know,
A Racially and economically integrated?
MR, SEARING: I object to that
as being a question of general application.

e I will allow the witness to answer,

A | :iigave a hard time’with the definition., If you
ygnt‘toﬂégll New Brunswick, which 1s the downtown urban
area, 18 highly concentrated low-income black, I don't
’consider thét economically and racially integrated. By
/the same token, I do not consider Highland Park raclally

and economically integrated, although they all may be
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generally of one economic level.

Q Upon what facts would you rely to buttress
that opinion which youtve just expressed about the Borough
of Highland Park?

A With what facts? I don't have--

Q You made a statement about the Borough of
Highland Park, an impression which you formed about the
Borough of Highland Park,

A No. I didn't make a statement of an impression. I
believe I said whereas Highland Park, if they have all one
economic level, doesn't make them integrated economiéaliy.
I don't knoﬁ what it means.

Q So then your answer to my questioniis'a
hypothetical phrase in terms of if, is that correct? Are
you stating an oplnion based'upon fact or are you stating
a hypothetical based upon the variables which you're putting
into it?

A A hypothetical based upon the variables I'm putting

into it,

Iv nswer to your question, no. I do not know of
- and economically integrated area in Middlesex
County.

Q | Do you know of anyone who has ever made an

application to the building officer or zoning officer of

Highland Park for a bullding permit?
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A For a bullding permit? ©No. I don't,.

Q Do you know of anybody who has made an
application to the Highland Park Board of Adjustment?
A No. I do not,

‘Q Do you know of anyone who has made an
application to the Highland Park Planning Board?
A No. I do not,

Q Do you know of anyone who sought housing

in Highland Park and couldn't locate 1it?

A Yes, many.
Q Now, could you name those people?-
A Not offhand. You would have to understandriﬁ the

course of my job I worked with many people seeking housing;
Q What's your job?

A I'm a supervisor for the Middlesex County Welfare

Board Housing Unit. At the present time I'm on educational

leave 'til approximately January, 1976.

Q How long have you been on this educational

A Siwge September, 'TU, September '74, right,.

Is the fact that you are a plaintiff in
this 1awsu1t, in any way, related to your being on
education leéve at this time?

A No.

Q Do you know whether or not the Borough of
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Highland Park has a public housing authority?
A Yes, I believe they do.

Q How long have you worked for the ﬁiddlesex
County Welfare Board?
A Since July, 1971,

‘Q Do you have an office, do you work out of an
offlce?
A | OQur offices are located on New and Livingston
Avenue,

Q ‘Now, in the performance of your Job; are
you an inside man or do you go out in the field? -
A I go in the field.

Q What did you do prior to July, '71?

MR, SEARING: Objection, it's a
question of general application. I don't
see the relevance to Highland Park. But
the witness can answer the question.

A From 1952 ftil 1968, I worked for Chrysler Motors

Was that in Michigan?
st was in Michigan, Delaware, New Jersey; 1968
to 1971 Ibwas self-employed,
Q Now, since you began your employment with
fhe welfare board, have you done any field work 1in the

Borough of Highland Park?
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A What do you mean by field work?
Q Have you had occasion to spend time in

the Borough of Highland Park as a part of your job?

A Yes.
Q And do you read the local papers?
A Sometimes,
Q Listen to the local radio station? I'm

talking about since July of '71, Have you had occasion to

listen to the local radio station?

A Are you referring to W.C.T.C.?
Q Yes.
A Sometimes,

MR. SEARING: What's the relevance

of the questions?

MR, AUCIELLO: I would like to
know the awareness wlth which this plaintiff
or doesn't have concerning the Borough of
Highland Park,

- Now, Mr. Tuskey, do you know whether or not

the Béréu ' of Highland Park has ever failed, has ever
fprovide federal subsidized housing for low-
Income families?

A Ever refused, no, I do not,.

| Q But you told us Highland Park has a housing

authority.

has
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A Yes.

Q Do you know 1f it's funded federally, is it
a H,U,D. program? | |
A I cannot be certain, but my bellef 1is it is, yes.

Q Do you claim that the Borough of Highland
Park has zoned vacant land for industrial purposes 1ln excess
of need to the exclusion of residential use?
A I don't know 1f I'm claiming that or not. Would
you repeat that please?

Q Do you claim that Highland Park has zoned
vacant land industrially to the exclusion of resid%néi#l B
u sage? -

MR, SEARING: If you know.‘

A I don't know,

Q Do you know how much open land there might

be in the Borough of Highland Park?

A No. I do not,
Q "Could you estimate?
A Not at all.
| fé* | Would it surprise you if I told you that

EE
3

Higg;aggkf;;k 1s presently upwards of 95, 97 percent
developed, would that surprise you?
A No. It wouldn't surprise me. I don't know what it

means,

Q How familiar are you with the zoning ordinan

ce
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of the Borough of Highland Park?
A ﬂ Not very.
Q Do you know what the zonlng requirements
in regards to singie-family detached houses are, In regards
to minimum lot size?
A No., I do not.
Q Do you know what the requirements are in

regards to minimum floor areas?

A No., I do not,
Q Do you know what the frontage requirements
are?
A No. I do not,
THE WITNESS; May I speak?
MR, SEARING: Sure,
A I have access to the state's requirements and what

Highland Park has adopted for their usage., I do not have
it in front of me,

Q Now, when you talk about state requirements,
what's tpg pature of these requirements? Statutory
requirenenta?

A ~Yé§; the state housing code on floor space per room,
frontage; and maihly more on the bullding code, rather than
on the zoning code,

f Q Is it your understanding that all municipali

in the State of New Jersey are bound by that code, which you

ties

|
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referred to?

A It is my understanding that they can adopt their

own ordinance, as long as it 1s not less than the state
minimum,
Q Do you know whether or not Highland Park
has adopted an ordinance?
A Right at the moment? Right at the moment I don't,
Again, I have the records at the office,
Q Your answer is you don't know and any
questions I ask would be greeted with, "I'm not sure"?
MR, SEARING: We'll stipulate that
Mr. Tuskey 1s not an attorney or a zbning
expert, |
Q Is it your opinion that the Borough of
Highland Park has denied children of low and moderate

incomes of equal educational opportunity?

A I have no idea, Excuse me, may I clarify that?
Q Sure,
A Are you referring to low and moderate income people

11iving within Highland Park?

Qo Yes.
A Then I do not know,
Q Mr. Tuskey, you told us you feel deprived,

in that you cannot live in a racially and economically

integrated community, is that correct?




O wn s W [

L |

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22

23

24

25

Tuskey-direct 76

A Yes,

Q Now, since this 1is your‘position, I'd like
to know what elements would go into a racially and
economically integrated community.

A What elements?
Q Yes.
MR. SEARING: In your opinlon.
THE WITNESS: Yes, definitely in
my opinlon,.

A The access of low and moderaie income housing'so the
people have access to be able to live in a suburban"
gommunity away from the central city, which I feei they
cannot do now,

Q Is that 1t?

A Yes. My position is that all citizens of this
country should have the right.

Now, if they have that right, then whether they

choose to or not is up to them, But right now I don't

'fg_je_'l?c. they have that right.

Q. 3 So is it your position that the Borough of

‘Highland Park does not provide low and moderate income

housing, in which people can reside away from the central
city®
A Tt is my opinion that the Borough of Highland Park,

along with the other defendants--
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Q My question is directed specifically toward
the Borough of Highland Park and nobody else.
A - Okay. That the Borough of Highland Park does not
provide sufficient low and moderate income housing,

Q Do you feel that the Borough of Highland

Park provides some low and moderate income housling?

A Whatt!s your definition of some?

Q You said the Borough does not provide
sufficient,
A Yes,

Q At what point does an insufficlency

become a sufficlency?
A When the people no longer have to live in an
urbanized ghetto, where they have a choice to move out of
there,

Q Do you feel that the Borough of Highland

Park practices racial discrimination?

A How?
»»»»» S %ﬂ: In determining peoples! access to housing.
A In effect, yes,
%9
-3 Upon what facts do you base that answer?
A By not providing low income housing, they are,

in effect, racially excluding blacks,
Q Have you done a survey of the housing

units in the Borough of Highland Park?
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A Housing units?
Q Yes.
A I don't understand what you mean,
Q Have you done a survey as to how many

single family houses there are in the Borough, how many
multiple dwellings there are in the Borough, how many
public housing projects there are in the Borough?

A No, I have not, I do know the public housing
project is one 24 unit, 13 of which, I believe, are for
senlor citizens and 11 for low income families, | )

Q Are you also aware of the fact that Ege‘
Highland Park housing authority is presently engaged in
negotlation stage of putting up & hundred unit sénior
citizen low income housing project?

A No. I was not,

Q So I'll ask the question more pointedly.

Is it your opinion that the Borough of Highland Park

overtly practices racial discrimination in regards to -

<h%wi§§ggsg%§p&bousing units?

i MR, SEARING: The witness
; ii:‘ answered that question already.
A | bvertly?
| MR, AUCIELLO: I think the witness
sald that as long as there are not

sufficient units-~
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MR. SEARING: You asked him 1Iif
Highland Park practiced raclal discrimina-
tion., He said, in effect, yes, by not
providing low and moderate income housing,
I belleve,

Q Is it your feeling that the Borough of
Highland Park discriminates against an economic class or
against a racial class?

A Agalnst an economic class, which, in effect, has
racial connotations.

Q What racial connotations?

A As I stated previously.
Q I don't remember. What racial connotations

does an economic class have?

A By not providing low income housing, in effect,
Highland Park 1s excluding, as a race, many blacks, if you
conslder that’racial discrimination,

Q I'm asking you what you consider it.

,iAéi.;{f;I~g§nsider 1t racial discrimination,

So e WL

But do you have any facts of your own?

,6?°n*Wﬁ&§ff§ct would you rely to prove that Highland Park

has a dirth of low income housing?
A What do you mean by a dirth?

Q A lack, an insufficiency.

A By my efforts to locate low income housing in
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Highland Park for the clients that I dealt with at the
welfare department.

Q How much of the history of the Borough of
Highland Park do you know?

A None whatsoever,

Q And you don't know what percentage single
family dwellings have as to all dwelling units in the
Borough, do you?

A No., I do not,

Q You also don't know the history of-§h¢
neighborhood development in the Borough of Highlan&ifark,
do you?

A No. I do not,

Q Could you tell me what you would consider
a person in a low income strata?

MR, SEARING: I obJject, The class
has been defined by the plaintiffs and

approved by .the court,

- Mr., Tuskey, you just testifiled that you have

sought houﬂﬁng for your clients 1n the Borough of Highland
Park, 1is ﬁhﬁt correct?
A Yes,

Q - | On how many occaslons have you sought

housing for these clients?

A I haven't the faintest idea. Many,.
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Q Do you have any records which would show
your efforts?
A No.

Q You have no records? I know you don't have
any record here before you, but do you have any records at
your office, which would indicate what attempts were made to
place péople in the Boroughkof Highland Park?

A They would not be in one source,

Let me explain. When we are working with a client
to find housing for that client we are working with that
client's case flle only and anything that we do in reference
to that client goes into that specific file,

Q So are you telling me that, if I were to ask
you to produce your records of your efforts--

A I could not, plus the fact I'm forbildden by law,

Q Could you tell me with whom you got in
touch in order to place these people in the Borough, who did
you contact? |

A - Landlords, wherever a vacancy was, wherever we knew

of a vaca i we would go, elther with the client or

~ separately to check out the availability,

Q Have you ever placed anybody in Highland
Park? |
A Myself or someone in our unit?

Q Well, have you yourself ever placed anybody
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in Highland Park?
A Specifically, I do not recall me placing anyone.
Q Are you aware of anyone 1in your unit ever
having placed someone in the Borough of Highland Park?
A I believe some of the workers in our unit have
found an occasional apartment for their client.
Q And would you know what race these people

were who were placed in Highland Park?

A No. I would not,
Q Is it poésible they were black?
A It's possible they were any color.
Q It's possible they were black or it's

possible they would have been Puerto Rican and/or it's
possible they could have been white?
A It's possible they could have been white, We have
more white clients than we do blacks, the odds are in favor
of being white,

Q What defines your clients, how does someone
bgcomg ayq;ient of Middlesex Welfare Board Housing Unit?

S E MR, SEARING: Objection, 1it's a
question of general application. But you
can answer,

A Two ﬁays, one way 1s to already be receiving
a;sistance, another way 1s for citizens of Middlesex County

requesting assistance that we can provide.




- WY B N B .

=)

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22

23

24
25

Tuskey-direct 83

Q Then I believe you classified the individualg

whom you seek to place as low income people before?
A Anyone who 18 receiving assistance can usually be
classified as low income, yes.

Q You just told us that the majority of your
clients are whilte,
A No. Not my clients. The majority of clients who
are currently recelving assistance from Middlesex County
Welfare Office are white, according to the statistics I
have been gilven. I don't know the validity of thatf

Q You know what the 13th Amendment ofvthe
United State Constitution provides?
A No. I don't, I can't quote it for you, if that's
what you mean.

Q Do you feel that these low or moderate
income people are in a condition of slavery?

MR, SEARING: Objection. Mr.
Tuskey 18 not an attorney. You're asking
for a legal conclusion.
THE WITNESS: Slavery?

Q §§ Or involuntary servitude,

Ok;y. Mr. Tuskey, you told us about the indicia
of a racially and economically integrated community was one
wﬁich provided é sufficient amount of low and moderate

income housihg for those people within that economic group
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who wished to live away from the central city. If that's
incorrect, please tell me.

A It's generally correct. I didn't understand your
second word,

Q Indicla is a characteristic,

IIn your capaclty with the housing unit, does your
discretion go throughout the whole community, Middlesex
County?

A That's the area that that we represent.

Q So have you personally atteﬁpted to place
people, let's say, in Sayreville--

MR, SEARING: Objection. Its not
pertinent tb Highland Park,

MR, AUCIELLO: It's pertinent,
because the Borough of Highland Park cannot
evaluate Mr, Tuskey's requested reiief of

living in a racially and economically

integrated community without having a basis

as to what Mr. Tuskey believes such a

community 1is.
MR. SEARING: That information will

become available after everybody has had

notice and questions of general application'

may be asked when that'!s done. I don't

think now is the time for that.




O n & W W

@ =

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18

19

21

22

23

24

25

Tuskey-direct ' 85

Q Mr. Tuskey, 1s it your conclusion that
Highland Park 1s not a racially and economically inte-

grated community?

A Is 1t my opinion?
Q Yes.
A Yes, I believe that 1t's not.

Q I may have asked it before, but I think
it's an important question., Upon what facts do you rely
1n order to come to that opinion?

A I don't always formulate opinions on facts I carry |

around in my pocket.

Q That's not the question.
A What you're asking me to do is back up my opinion
with facts,

MR, SEARING: I think he did answer
that before in stating that he 1s basing
that on hls attempts to find housing for
clients., Counsel will stipulate that the
relevant census data and other demographic
studies we intend to use willbe provided
all municipalities and it's being done so
now in terms of answering the other inter-
rogatories and yours wlll be the same, I
assume, Mr. Tuskey is not a demographic

expert and does not qualify on those
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particular aspects of the case,.

If you want to go into more of his

experience in finding people 1n Highland
Park, I don't know,
Q You told us that on occasion you have

contacted landlords in the Borough of Highland Park?

A Yes,
- Q Do you remember any of the specifics?
A Not specifics., No.

Q ~ Do you feel that the Borough of Highland

Park 1s inhibiting low and moderate income people from
traveling, infringing upon thelr right to travel?
MR, SEARING: I object to that.
That's a legal conclusion., I object to
that.

Q Mr. Tuskey, yourclients, what amount of

rent are your clients able to afford per month? 1Is there

an answer to that?
A,' I eqn give you what the state of New Jersey has
glven as an allowable or a general figure based upon how

they determine the flat grant system.

Q Will that tell me--
A That will answer'your question,
| Q What's the answer?
A A family of four is expected to pay rent of $97

per
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month,

Q Have you found units in anyplace in Middlese]
County at $97 a month?

MR, SEARING: Objection., Question
of general application.

Q Mr. Tuskey, you used the term urbanized
ghetto before, as something in which people should move éway
from.

A No, as something people should have the right to
move away from.

Q Would you tell me what an urbanized ghetto
18?2 Are there any around?

MR. SEARING: In your opinion,

A In my opinion, I believe New Brunswick and Perth
Amboy are,
Q Now, what facts do you rely on to form

that opinion?
A The excess of low income families, the moving away

of busineas, the statistical data of census tract as to

. family'fgdeme and racilal balances, the deterioration of

hqusinéf%hﬁthe inner city areas and, from what I read in
the newspapers, the loss of ratable tax basis. I hope that
doesn't make me a tax expert now,

Q Now, Mr. Tuskey, you cite the moving away

of business as one incident of an urbanized ghetto. Have
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you done a study of the businesses which have moved out of
New Brunswick and Perth Amboy?
A No., I have not. I Just walked up and down the
maln street,

Q You cited census figures, 1Is this the 1970
census figures?

A Yes, 1t is,

Q Do you know when the raw data was accumulateld

for that census, 1f you know?
A No. I do not.
Q But would you conclude that that data is at

least four years old, being that this is now 1975?

A Three to four years old, yes.
Q At least, right?
A Yes. I believe the situation has now worsened.
Q Upon what do you base that belief?
A Upon my work in the community,
Q Upon your work in the community?
A . . The communities,
Q"z‘ Which communities?
A :;inﬁew Brunswick and Perth Amboy specifically,
| Q Do you know the density per acre per person

in the City of New Brunswick? Do you know how many people
per acre reside 1n the City of New Brunswick?

A Per acre, I have no idea.
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Q Do you know how many people per acre reside
in the Clty of Perth Amboy?
A I do not,

’

Q Do you know the same density in the Borough
of Highland Park?
A I do not,.

Q Would you disbelleve me if I told you that
the Borough of Highland Park was actually more densely
populatéd than the City of New Brunswlck?

A I would have no reason to disbelleve you. I don't
know that it's relevant.

Q Now, could you tell me what housihg is
deteriorating in New Brunswick and Perth Amboy? |
A What housing?

MR, SEARING: If you know,
A Private and public, I could give you all kinds of
specifications, if you can glve me the time. That type of
record I could provide you, which would not be an infringe-
ment upon--

PRt

‘Qé;. Do you know 1f there 18 any deteriorating
A I am not familiar with any. We have had individual
instances where we have represented a client in deteriorated

conditions, but my general impression 1s that it was rare.

Q Now, you told us that an urbanized ghetto iT
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characterized by an excess of low income families,
A Among other things.4
Q In terms of that characteristic, could
you define for me what a low income family is?
MR, SEARING: I objéct to that,
because the class has been defilned in the

relevant legal papers and willl be provided,.

Q - Do you know whether or not low income famililes

live in the Borough of Highland Park?
A I belleve some do, yes.

Q Do you have an opinion as to when some
becomes an excess? 'What's the tipping point between an
excess of low income families and a good number of low
income families?

MR, SEARING: If you know,

A The only thing I could possibly refer you to is
the Middlesex County Planning Board's detalled study of
fair shared housing.

v Qﬁ¥ Has that study of fair shared housing been
adoptéaagg”the Middlesex County Planning Board?
A‘ ; ;Adépted by them? I don't know for sure what that
means.

Q How familiar are you with the Mlddlesex
County Planning Board study on falr share housing?

A Only with some of the results.
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Q And do you kncw whose results they are?
A Well, I got my information from Douglas Powell,
the Director, I believe he's Director.

Q Douglas Powell is the Chief Planner of the

Middlesex County Board, is that correct?

A I'm not sure what his title is,.
Q This study was performed by hils staff?
A Yes.
Q Now, do you know whether or not that study

has been adopted by the Mliddlesex County Planning Board?
A I don't know what you mean by adopted. How do they
adopt a research?

Q Would it surprise you if I told you that
study, which was performed by the staff of the Middlesex
County Planning Board, has not formally been adopted as
a record of the Middlesex County Planning Board?

A Again, I don't know what adopted means., I don't
know if that has anything to do with the relevance of the
gurvey or not.

Q w So then when you testified that your
conclusiqg; part of your conclusion is based upon a study
of the Middlesex County Planning Board, you're not quiter

sure what status that study has within the Middlesex County

‘Planning Board?

A Status, I don't have any idea what you mean by
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status, but I guess not., I don't know.

Q Have you discussed this matter with Douglas
Powell?
A No.

Q Does that study, which you Just referred to,

1s that wriltten in terms of low income families?
MR. SEARING: Unless we can get
back to the application to Hlghland Park,
I'm golng to object to this whole line of
gquestioning.
Q Just to refresh my recollection, for what
purpose 4did you clte that study?
A I would have to refer to your previous question.
Could I get that read back to me and I'll tell you why.
(Whereupon, a previous question was
read back, )
Q Mr. Tuskey, have you studied the Middlesex
County report, which I just referred to?
A_' 7 Not in depth. |
Q‘f;ﬂ Does that report conclude that the Borough
of Higbl&ﬁdf?ark 18 not meeting a fair share of the housing
needs of'the county?
A It's fair share, I believe that 1trdoes‘conclude
tﬁat 1t 1is not meeting its falir share.

Q Are you certain of that conclusion?
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A No. 1I'm not certain of it,.
Q When did you read this report?
A A year and a half ago, maybe,
Q Have you read it since?
A No.
Q And is it your testimony that you now have

refreshed your recollection of what you read a year and a
half ago and you can state that--

MR, SEARING: Objection, That'!s not
what he said. He dldn't say anything about
refreshing his recollection,

THE WITNESS: Definitely not.

Q Mr. Tuskey, you read the report about a year

and a half ago, is that correct?

A Approximately,
Q And based upon--
A I read the results of the report. I did not read

the report in detail.

Q You did not read whatever supporting raw
data may h#ve gone into the report?
A ,Hq. I would not have been able to know whether that
was valid or not, I'm not that much of a planning expert.

Q | Do you know who signed the report? Whose
réport was it, do you know? I've told you it was the staff's,

Do you have any reason to disbelieve that?
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A No. I assume 1t's one of the functions of the
Middlesex County Planning Board is to do these kind of
studlies to project for the future.

Mﬁ. SEARING: Mr. Tuskey is not
going to be qualified by plaintiffs as an
expert on this particular study, 1f that's
what you want to know. Sounds like an
interesting study. We'!ll be relying on
other people for the introduction of that
in bringing it up to date and whatnot,

Q Mr. Tuskey, do you have a specific recol-
lection at this time that the report of the Planning Board,
which you just referred to, specifically and absolutely
states that the Borough of Highland Park 1s not meeting its

fair share of the housing in Middlesex County?

A Not as specifically as you are making it. No.

Q Now; you live in Kendall Park, is that
correct?

éjh The complaint states you would like to live

in a raq;aily and economically integrated community. Are
you aware of that?
A Yes.A |
| Q From this, can I conclude that you feel at

present you do not live in a racially and economically
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integrated community?
A Yes.

Q Then do you feel, I'm using the term
community, how did you define community when you first read
this paragraph of the complaint, what does it mean?

A If I can digress, community, they're still trying

to define it among the city urban planners in the school

- I'm going to now, There is no agreement as to what communit

means, Community i1s a different thing to every individual,

Q I'11 read you one sentence of the complaint.
"He would like to live in a raclally and economically
integrated community."

You told me you do not presently live in‘an
economically and racially integrated community.
A Correct.

Q In terms of those two statements, what is
a community and in reference to this paragraph of this
complaint?
A,‘ South Brunswick I would consider a community.
Kendall Pérk I would consider my ilmmediate neighborhood.
That's afpersonal definition.

Q Would you consider the<other side of Route
27, Franklin>Township in Somerset County, part of your
éommunity? |

A Once again, you asked me in terms of my definition
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Q Do you know what the population of South
;B‘ru_n»gyipké j.s today?
A N’oﬁ I do not,
u°Q;: Do you know whether or not there has been

Tuskey-direct , 96
of community. My definition of community is South Brunswick
Q So your definition of community is a
geographical concept?
A For lack of a better definition, yes,
Q So you would not consider any part of Frankl
Townshlp any part of your community?
A In terms of that statement, no.
Q Now, upon what facts do you rely for your
conclusion that you do not presently live in a raclally

and economically integrated community?

A Statistical census data and personal observation,
Q Statistical data is the 1970 census?

A ‘Yes.
Q Do you know what the population of South

Brunswick was in 1970?
A I can't quote it now, I don't have the figures in

front of me,

an increase or decrease in the population of South Brunswlck
from 1970 to the present?
A No, I can'only guess, My guess 1s there'!s been an

increase,
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Q And this would be a guess from a man who
lives in the town. You're guessing now, you don't know?
A I have to guess, I don't have specifics.
MR, SEARING: I object. That's kind
of badgering the witness., He hasn't made
a survey; he's kind of basing it on his
general knowledge. It has to be a guess,
especially since he's under oath,

Q Mr. Tuskey, you've testified in terms of
statistics and personal observation. At what statistical
point would a community become racially integrated?

MR, SEARING: In your opinion, if
you have one,
A When the communilty reflects the general national
population figures.

Q And when you say you would llke to live in

a raclally integrated community do you consider yourself

a member of a race?

A, JDnfortunately, yes,
'foﬂj Is that the Caucasian race?
A T
Q Now, when you're talking in terms of a

racially integrated community, 1s that traced in terms of
integration between the Caucasian race and all other races?

A | Yes. However they're defined.
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Q Now, what is the national percentage of
non-Caucasians in the United States?
A Again, I do not have specific numbers,

Q I'm not asking for speciflc numbers, I'm

asking for a percentage,

A I don't know the percentage.

Q Youtve defined a concept in terms of a
statistiec.
A If you like, I could get the 1370 census figures

and quote all of them to you. I do not know them offhand.

Q But you're convinced that your community
1s not racially integrated?

A Yes, I am, I'm also convinced 1t does not reflect
the national figures,

Q So then your definition of a racially
integrated community would be a community in which the
national racial percentages are reflected very closely?

A My definition of a raclally integrated community
would be’ﬁ‘hm available housing is, when housing is availabl%

#3

to all gﬁg}al and income groups, whether they live there

or not;gﬁééid be thelr own personal choice, So I do not

feel that a community must reflect a speciflc percentage

of anything.‘ I just feel that the people should have the
évailability to live there,

Q Is it your feeling right now that the
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percentage of whites, of Caucasians, in South Brunswick

is at a higher percentage than of the percentage of whites
nationally?

A The percentage of whltes, as opposed to other whiteJ
within the community? Yes.

Q You then wouldn't force non-Caucasians to
move into South Brunswick, would you?

A Absolutely not.

Q And if exerclsing cholce, non-Caucasians
chose not to move into South Brunswick, you feel that's
their freedom of choice?

A That's their right, as long as they have the right
not to, They don't have it right now,

| Q If they had the right to and they didn't
exercise that choice, it's possible you would still be livin
In a racially unintegrated community, is that correct?
A Concelivably, yes. Realistically, I doubt it,

Q You said you would like to live in a raciall
1ntegrated community, What steps have you made, have you
taken to fihd such a racially integrated community?

MR, SEARING: ObJjection, That's a
question of general application. But you
can answer,

A Would you please repeat that question?

Q What steps have you taken to locate a

129
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A I don't feel that I should have to find one,

munity in terms of census figures, national percentage
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raclally integrated community?

I feel that the community should be there, I feel my

community is not making available housing so that low income

and the disenfranchised racial groups could live there.

Q You're not speaking in terms of disenfran-
chised, in terms of the right to vote, are you?
A No.

Q Mr, Tuskey, do yéu feel that South Brunswic
1s an economically integrated community?
A To the extent that they do not have sufficient
low income housing, no, I do not.

Q So you define economic integration simply
1ﬁ terms of housing? |
A No. I define it in terms of housing goods
and services that low incéme people can afford,

Q So you then changed your definition of
economically integrated--
A" I just added to it.

‘an Now, you've defined a racially integrated
community in terms of national ratio or national averages,
A I beg your pardon?

Q You've defined racially integrated com-

rates, Is there some such statistical barometer for gaugly

P

Cal

g
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what an economically integrated community 1is?
A Under the current economic conditions, no, because
they!re changing almost weekly.

Q Have you ever lived in or seen an example,
either in Michigan or Delaware or New Jersey, of a racially
and economically integrated community?

MR, SEARING: Objection. But you
can answer,
A Community? No,

Q If you did find one, would you go move there
and live there?

A Not for that purpose alone. I mean Iwant anywhere
that I want to be able or that I can afford to live, T
want to be able to lilve thére. I don't want to be told to
g0 somewhere else,

Q Where you live is a direct function of your
abllity to afford housing, 1s that correct?

A Yes, 1t 1is.

Q ’ And if you could afford housing in’another
section of Middlesex County, 1f you could afford housing
in Highland Park, which is; let's say, a better level of
housing than South Brunswilck, would you move to Highland
Park? | ﬁ
A Not necessarilly.

Q But you might?
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A I don't want to move fromwhere I'm living., I like
where I'm living, I would lilke other people to enjoy it
also,

MR, AUCIELLO: No further questions,

LIDIA CRUZ, sworn,
DIRECT EXAMINATION BY MR, AUCIELLO:

) Mrs. Cruz, my name is Dennis Auclello and
I'm a member of the law firm which represents the Borough
of Highland Park, which is one of the defendants in the
suit in which you are one of the plaintiffs,

I'm going to ask you questions to try to get
Information as to your claim, specifically as 1t relates
to thé Borough of Highland Park,

A That's right,

X You must answer every question verbally.
If'there i1s an objection that your attorney raises, don't
answer until he directs you to do so.

A’ Okay.

Q Don't glve an answer to any questlon of
which you're unsure of what the question is, This is all
being taken down by the reporter and is being put into a
book and whétever you say today can be analyzed and possibly
ﬁsed against you, 1if you glve a different answer at the

time of trial.
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A Okay.

Q Mrs, Cruz, do you stilll reside at 334 Stocktdn
Street, Perth Amboy?
A Yes, I do.

Q And is that a public housing authority?
A Yes,

Q Do you know the name of the housing authority?
A The name of the particular project or the entire
housing? Specific, the project where I live is Gerver,

Q And what's the name of the housing authority?
A Perth Amboy Houéing Authority.

Q ' And you live in a four»bedroom apartment?
A Yes, very squeeze, very small rooms,

Q Are you a Puerto Rican?
A Yes.

Q Do you live with your husband?
A No.

Q © And you live with nine children?
A The entire household is, we are 11. I'm living with

ect 103

elght of my kid, but, two are away, but they are part of

two are

_the household. I have eight kids--I have 10 kids, but

away in different places, but are part of the

household, Then I present live with eight kids and myself.

Q So at the present time you reside 1n the

apartment and eight of your children reside in the apartment
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and you have two other children, but they're out on their

own?
A | They are not out on thelr own, they are in different
institutions,.
Q So nine people altogether live in your
apartment?
A Yes.,
Q Now, you're employed by M/C.E.0.C.?
A Yes,
Q What's your salary?
A Until this month, until last month I had the salary

of $6,500 and now I'm making a little bit more, $7,000,

Q And do you recelve any welfare?
A Yes, I do.

Q How much is8 that?
A I receive $500,

Q A month?
A A month,

;_%;%; Is that an lncrease?

A ‘Wb?g do you mean increase? I don't know, because I

-
SIS Y

Just %39&;29“ this new, I just reported my new income for
this ﬁonth. I don't know 1f I will have a deduction next
mpnth, but presently this month I have this lncome,

| Q Now, Mrs, Cruz, have you looked for housing

in Highland Park?
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A Yes.

Q Now, how did you go about looking for this
housing?
A I'm riding around looking for places. I've been

readlng the papers and I also at one time had a social
worker that was very close to me, who 1s a resident of
Highland Park, and she was helping me trylng to get this
apartment nearby or a house. I don't think I would fit
In an apartment, but a house.

Q I'm sorry. You're looking Br a house,
rather than an apartment?
A Yes.

Q This social worker whom you knew; is that
a black woman?
A No, it's a white woman,

Q Now, when did you start your search for

housing in Highland Park?

A I started my search when this new program, 235H.U.D,

Rrogram. fhat they allowed low income families to have a

ER

house withgsubsidy from the federal government., I don't

~ know if you're familiar with that program.

Q- Just so I can follow., You began looking
for a house in Highland Park when the federal government
came out with the 235 program and this 235 program is a

housing subsidy program?
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A That's right.
Q And do you know when thls program became
effective, approximately?
A I think somewhere in 1971, but I found out about 1it,
MR, SEARING: Well, 1f you know,
he's just asking for your opinion, I think.
Q So then, generally-Q
A I think 1t's 1970, Just connecting my employment

with this program., I think it was somewhere in 1969 or

'70.

Q So we're in the area of 1969 through '70,
maybe 1712
A Yes,

Q And 1t was during that period that you

first began looking for housing in Highland Park?
A Yes,

Q \Now, you told us you read the newspaper
and you spoke with people?
A{if ; I also tried to get in touch with some real estate
agents like Berg Real Estate and another real estate that
I QOn‘trremember, Mr. Brunson.
. Q Is Mr., Brunson, 1s he connected with the
A & B Real Estate Company, is that familiar to you?

A I don't remember, you know,

Q But it was Mr. Brunson?
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A Mr. B
Q

A No.
Q

with, is that
A I jus
a very large
county and th

specific one,

Q

A Yes,
Q
it with one o
A No.
too,
Q

by yourself a

special, I 'Ju
knowing, .
Q

Did you make
sale?

A No.

107

funson, yes,

Mr. Brunson has offices in Highland Park?
I don't think so,

Is the Berg Real Estate office you dealt

located in Highland Park?

t called that agency, but I understand this is
and they have different offices alllover the
ey should know., I didn't have to do with a

I tried the nearest to me,

Did you ever go to Highland Park to see

I did.
Do you remember with whom you went? Was
f the realtors?

It was a soclal worker and I'm all by myself

Did you go visit the houses that you saw
8 a result of leads--
t went around searching. I didn't go to

st went around and saw houses for sale or

What you're saying, you drove around town.

any written notes where a house had said for
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Q You just made mental notes?
A Yes.
Q What about the social worker, did she?
A No.
Q You drove around with her?
A Yes,
Q What about Berg?
A The Berg Agency flatly sald to me he didn't deal

with this type of program at all,

Q And how about Mr. Brunson, did he give you

any leads?

A Yes, sir, but not in Highland Park.
Q Not in Highland Park?
A No. There was nothing available. He said to me

flatly that the type of house I was looking for was very

hard to find,

Q Could you tell me what type of house you

were looking for?

. A For my specific family size, I think I would need

i

like a two-family house, because you don't find a flat,

A‘ranqhé;ghgt's the only thing you could find., It has to

be a two-family house to fit one very large family.
Q When you say a two-family house, do you mean

a house which has two separate living units, in other words,

two kitchens, two sets of bathrooms? What do you mean by a
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two-family house?

A I saw it 1in my mind that the only way I could get a
house like, you know, for my family was a two-family house
that could be converted into a one;family house. That means
that I could have two bathrooms, he must have room for my
children., I needed only one kitchen, but I specifically
needed more than one bathroom and a playroom where I could
spread the family a little bilt, And I didn't know this

type of house isn't bullt like a one-level house,

MR, SEARING: You mean a ranch housep

THE WITNESS: Ranch house, yes, flatj

MR, SEARING: It's hard teo find?

THE WITNESS: Yes, that is my
specific choice, but I always thought that
the second choice would be two;family house
converted into one-family house.

Q Did you just say that's your second choice?
Is your first choice a ranch house?

MR, SEARING: Your first cholce woul
be to find a single house that had everythin
in it thatvyou wanted?

THE WITNESS: That'!s right,.

MR, AUCIELLO: That would not be a
ranch house,

MR. SEARING: Like a ranch house?

2
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THE WITNESS: Like one flat.

MR, SEARING: And then the second
choice is finding a two-family home and
converting it?

THE WITNESS: Yes,

MR, SEARING: Both of which she
sald were hard to find, I assume.

THE WITNESS: Yes,

Q Now, did you find any houses like that in
Highland Park? |
A No.

Q Did you find any houses 1in Perth Amboy?
Did you find any houses like that in Highland Park?
A No.

Q Did you find any houses like that in

Perth Amboy?

A Not at all., No.

Q Did you find any houses like that in New
Brunswick?
A 'Bé§janyhow, 1t was not my cholce to live in Perth

Amboy or‘§§w Brunswick.

Q Just answer my questions., Did you find
any house like that in New Brunswick?
A Yes.

Q Where?
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I just found a house in New Brunswlck,.

Q Well, when?

This past week.

Q Where?

In Kilmer and Suydam.

Q The corner of Joyce Kilmer and Suydam?

All the way down there, I don't know. I don't

remember the name., I Just went and see 1it,

Q Mrs, Cruz, how old is your oldest child

your oldest child living with you?

A

No, it's not.

Q How 014 is the oldest child that lives

with you in Perth Amboy?

A

18 years old.

Q Is he a student?
Yes.,
Q Where does he go to school?

To the high school,

Perth Amboy High School?

Q Does he work at all?

No.

Q He does not have a part-time job?

No.

Q How 0l1d is your next oldest child at home?

111

2
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A

17 years old.

Q Is that a boy?
Daughter,
Q What does she do?

She goes to school too,

Q Perth Amboy High School?

That'!'s right,

Q Does she have a part-time Job?

No.

Q Do any of your children have part-time Jobs?
No.

Q Now, in addition to the $7000 a year, which

you now make but which used to be $6500 a year, and the

$500 a month which you're now receiving, do you have any

other source of income?

A

No.
Q Do all of the children have the same father?
Yes,

MR, SEARING: I object to that.

Yes, they do.

Q‘ié Is the father allve?
Yes,
Q Does the father support the children?

He'!s disabled,

Q The father does not live with you?
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A No, but he's disabled.
Q And he's unable to make payments?
A He's unable to make payments. Does that have

anything to do with the housing problem?

MR, SEARING: She's asking what
the relevance of the question is, Do you
want to answer 1t?

MR, AUCIELLO: The relevance of the
question 1s, Mrs. Cruz 1s a member of a
low income class. I just wanted to |
establish whether or not she's gettihg
money from any other source.

MR, SEARING: Plus possible income
from another source, I thought that's what
you were getting at there, in terms of what
kind of housing you could afford,

THE WITNESS: You know, I inter-

preted it the other way, family relationships,

Qﬁ,, We're not interested in family relationshipq.

We're 1n§§?ested in economlic relationship at the moment,

tion. That's the reason 1t come right in front of my face;
It's stereotyped thing.
MR, SEARING: I thought that's what

she might have been thinking. That's why
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I didn't want to continue laboring on that,

Q Mrs. Cruz, are you pretty familiar with
the layout of Highland Park?

A Yes.

Q And in driving around the ftown, did you
see a lot of empty spaces where houses or projects could
be developed?

A The parts I have gone throuzh, I have not noticed,
because I went to it, I don't know, to the east part and

some around. I no of the complete Highland Park, honestly

speaking.

Q The area of Highland Park’that you drove
around--
A It's not my town, I don't know where Highland

Park end and know what I mean,
Q Let me ask this question again., From the
part of what you thought was Highland Park that you drove

around, in realizing that you don't know where Highland

Park may end and Edlson begin, 1s it your feeling that

- L fﬁiﬁ B
there was a lot of open land in the town which could be
used te~bg1ld housing?

A I have not noticed that.

Q Now--
A T was lookine for a house and not for empty places.

T didnt't take that into consideration.
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Q Mrs. Cruz, are you famlllar wlth a study
which was--
A Yeah, I read through it,

Q You don't know what study I'm talking about.
:52;3 j%;3%%3use I have the copy. I don't know how I got

'recommggéigion from the County of Middlesex, the recommenda-

Cruz-~direct
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Q Now, in the complaint, 1t states that:
"Mrs. Cruz has searched for housing in Edlson and Highland
Park and other suburban aresas of the county but has found
nothing she could afford."

Now, do you classify Highland Park as a suburban

area?
A Yes, I do,.

Q Could you tell me what a suburban area is?
A In my conslderation, my description as an lznorant
person--

Q You're not an ignorant person, Mrs. Cruz.
A Half urban, half not too populated type of thing,

you know, like Perth Amboy or New Brunswick 1s less

populated and the houses are more gart.

hold of tﬁgm, but in 1970 I gothold of the study and the
. =,
tion of 275 and I'm very aware of it.
Q I'm not asking about that study. We'll
get to that study later,

Mrs. Cruz, are you familiar with a study which was
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conducted by Tri-State Transpcrtaticn Commission?

A No., I don't,
Q " You're not familiar with it?
A No.
Q You just told us you define a suburban area

as one which has not such dense housing and you cited
Perth Amboy and New Brunswick as cities with dense housing,
is that correct?
A That's correct,.

Q And you further state you put Highland

Park in the suburban class?

A Right. -
MR, SEARING: Among other’things
that she cited.
Q Mrs, Cruz, would it surprise you if I were

to tell you that in 1970 the Tri-State Transportation
Commission did a study of population per square mile of
land and the conclusion of that study was that Highland
;§é§¥i;tﬁg;39r°ueh of Highland Park, was more densely

populateé@#han the City of New Brunswick?

. .
A " :-NHe. I don't know, The only thing I know--
Q Answer the question. Does that finding

surprise you?
A Not at all, because what I'm looking for is to--

Q Mrs, Cruz, please just answer the question|
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MR, SEARING: She said no, it didn'f{
surprise her.

Q 7 That finding does not surprise you?

A Because, you know, I have another scope, again,
I have another scope 1n back of my mind, What is the
minority component? How many large families, how many
small families? What type of house will they be in?

Q Mrs. Cruz, do you accept as a fact, do you
accept the findings for whatever their worth of the
Tri—Statg Transportation Commission?

A I don't know about it énd I can say the fact--

MR, SEARING: She's not a demo-
graphic expert, I think you made your
point about the study. We may have other
points to make about the study, but that
will be 1n our own good time.

Q One of the things you think of in suburban

and urban is density population, is that correct, that's

’one‘of the factors9
- A ; Qna~of the factors and it 1s another of my concern
is haviag ﬁy family living in a type of resident that 1s

-away from crime. I think Highland Park is one of those

good neighborhoods, I would like to be part of 1it,
Q You think your family lives in a bad

neighborhood?
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A Awful bad neighborhood.

Q Do you think the neighborhood is bad because

of the racial composition of the neighborhood?

A Not only for the composition, but the environmental
situations.

Q Now, what do you mean by that?
A Lack of recreation facilities, lack of opportunities

lack of soclal services, lack of good education,

Q Have you examined what soclal services are
provided by the Borough of Highland Park?

A I know it'sra nice neighborhood, I visited the
church and some activities and the impression that I have
is that it's a nlce neighborhood.

Q Now, your complaint states there are no
recreational facilities at the housing project, 1Is that
true?

A That's very true,

Q Within a couple of blocks of the housing

~authority, are there any recreational facilities?

A Oﬁij some, but it's really not for theilr needs,
fheir"entire need. They have to travel a long dilstance,

| Q There is no basketball courts in the
houging authbrity whére you live?
A But this is a minor. If you consider that effec-

t ive recreation or facility, just because there is a
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basketball, I don't think it is,
Q You wouldn't say that having a basketball

pole and net 1s a recreational facility?

A I don't think so,
Q Therefore you say there are no recreational
facilities?
A Barely,
Q But there are basketball poles?
A Only one in the entire community.
- Q Now, you state that your children attend

schools which are nearly all minority?

A That's right.
Q Could you tell me who are minority people?
A My goodness., You're treating me as like I'm an

expert on everything, But at least I can answer. Minority,
the Puerto Rican consider minorities and black I consider
minorities. So the percentage of minorities in the

school system in Perth Amboy is over 60 percent.

Q Black and Puerto Rican?
A No. Puerto Rican and alone or Spanish gpeaking.
Q So you're saying that Perth Amboy is 690

percent Puerto Rican?
A Alone,
Q And do you know what percent black? What's

the total minority, 1f you know?
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A If I know, The breakdown was 35 percent--population-
wise, not _student--populationwise 1is 35 percent Puerto Rican;
50 percent blacks and 15 percent whites.

MR, SEARING: We will stipulate
we'll supply these figures at the proper
time., He's getting at your general
knowledge of the neighborhood, right?

MR. AUCIELLO: Right,

Q Mrs. Cruz, you have children in the high

school, 18 that correct?

A That's right,

Q Is it correct that Perth Ampoy has one high
school?
A ’Yes.

Q Then do all the public school children who

reside in Perth Amboy go to the one high school?
A Yes,

Q So in that one high school you have Puerto

Rican children, black children and white children, is that

correct?ﬂiﬂ?
A es,

QH f From your knowledge, are there Puerto Rican
students, block students and white students in all of the
poblic schools of Perth Amboy?

MR, SEARING: If you know.
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A If they are Puerto Rican and white, sure. These
figures are populationwise, Did I answer?
Q Do you know if there are black, white and

Puerto Rican students in all of the public schools?

A Yes, in the entire school system,
Q So the schools are integrated?
A Integrated.

MR, SEARING: 1I'm going to object
to that characterization, integrated.
Q Integrated in the sense that--

A Let me see. Some of the school, like my particulaf
neighborhood has a percentage of around 90 percent
minority, 1t's almost segregated. That's why my children--
the question is there's not a school that doesn't have some,
but I feel like I'm segregated.

MR, SEARING: That!s right, That's

what I wanted to get out. That's fine.

Q Is this H.U.D. 235 Program s8till around?
A Has been frozen. I think has been frozen.
Q So does that mean new applications are not

being condiéered?
A No.

Q I'm ébrrect when I say new applications are
ﬁot being considered?

A Not that I know of.
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Q What price range of house were you looking
for?
A I will be able to pay--

Q At the time you were looking for housing

in the Borough of Highland Park, what price range were you
looking for?

A 'The price that I would be able to pay a house was
about $25,000. I only need the $200 for closing, closing
fees,

Q And you were unable to find either a large
ranch house or a two-family house to be converted into
one family for»$25,000 in Highland Park?

A That's right. Do you know of one?

Q Now, Mrs, Cruz, you state you would like to
live 1in a house in a raclally and economically integrated
area free of crime and drug usage, 18 that correct?

A Yes.
Q And in order to fulfill that wish you

looked for a house in Highland Park?

Yés. Even though I know the fact that even in

gewtan;;aii the way in the mountains, there's drug

addiction, but it's not the same density like worse problem
You knowwhat I mean?
Q That has no relevance to the question I

asked, Just answer the questions.
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A Yes.

Q Was 1t your feeling at the time you were
looking for a house in Highland Park that Highland Park
was a raclally and economically integrated area?

A As far as I know, I hardly see black people living
there and Puerto Rican living there.

Q So you don't think Highland Park is a
racially and economically integrated living area?

A That's what I would like to see,

Q At the time you were looking for housing
and at the present timerdo you think Highland Park is a
racially and economically integrated area?

A Is economically--

| Q At the present time and at the time you
were looking for a house did you think Highland Park was
a raclally integrated;area?
A Not to the degree. That's what I'm trying to do,
be a ploneer,

Q Is that your own term, did somebody call

you trat? !
A ﬁggi You know what I mean?
| MR. SEARING: That's your own term,
right?
| THE WITNESS: That'!s right,
Q Now, at the present time and also at the




1| time you began looking for a house in Highland Park in the
2 $25,000 price range, did you think that Highland Park was
3 an’economically integrated area?

4 MR, SEARING: If you know,

5( A No. I don't know,

6 Q You didn't know that at the time and you

7 don't know it now, Do you know whether or not Highland

8 Park is an eéonomically integrated area?

9 A I know that economic situation is better than Perth
10 Amboy, that's all I krow., I Just compare with Perth Amboy.
11 Q | Mrs. Cruz, did you make any specific written
12 notes at any time of the efforts which you made to locate thg
13 type of house you were looking for in Highland Park?

14 A No. I didn't, If I would have some lawyers that

15 were avallable at that time, I would be considering those
16 || specifically. But at that time I didn't think of 1t, Jjust
17 did whatever,

18 Q Do you remember the name of the person at

19 || Berg that you dealt with?

200 A ' Mo I don't remeﬁber.

21!! ag%, Now, are you aware of housing anywhere for
22 $25,000 w££ch would give you a large ranch house or a two-
23 family convefted into a one-famlly dwelling?

24]J A Yes, I did.

25 Q And that's the house in New Brunswick?

Cruz-direct 124




N »n s W wN

-3

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

Cruz-direct 125

A Yes,

Q How did you find that house in New Brunswick?p
A It's through a non-profit corporation.

Q What's the name of that organization?
A It's 1In front of the bullding, I don't know, in

front of the administration building in Paterson Street, I
don't remember the name., I didn't think I need it,
Q Now, do you know, of your own knowledge

right now, the racial composition of Highland Park?

A I know the majority of Jews.

Q The majority of the people in Highland Park
are Jewsé ;
A Jéws.

Q How do you know that?
A Just first-hand notice. No sfatistics. Just Jews
neighborhood.

Q You'!ve seen statistics which delineated

people by religion in Highland Park?
MR, SEARING: I think she stated
éif; she didn't know the statistiecs.
A‘& ,'ifI}ggjust impressions., I hardly don't see--
| » MR, SEARING: That's your oplnion?
THE WITNESS: That's my opinion.

Q Your opinion is most of the people in

Highland Park are Jewish?







