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1 LYDTIA CRU Z, reéumes.
_?z RD CROSS“EXAMINAT#ON BY MR. ALfONSO:
i:?: ‘ jood morning, MES .| Cruz.
“ 4{ _%;-”niggood morning. |
: & |
5 Q I want to start wﬂete we left off last time,
6 and I was asking’you somg questions, specifically,
7 regarding Madison Townshi%, and we had gotten -- we were
8 talkihg about a co"workerwof yours who was Italian, and |
9 - I had asked you whether or not you considered that to
10 / ’be one of the three categories, white, black;?ﬁ
11 Rican, and you answered that you did.
12 In looking over thg transcript, I see
13 ask you which category yo& felt Italians fit
14 like to ask you that now.|
15 A ‘Maybe the minority\of the majority.
|
16 I could put it tha# way.
17 0 You consider them éo be a minority of the majority,
18 is that what you said? ;
| see, in this c&untry, you don't consider,
as long as you are not black, not Puerto Rican,
White. | 1
22 " so you would consider them to be in the white
23 category.' |
i A Yes. |
25 Q Now, when you put Puerto Rican in a separate
|
\
|
|
|
|
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category, what about, say, the people who speak Spanish

L. Cruz - cross : 5

n.4&he . Dominican Republic. Would you consider them to

be in that same category?

%hey are not Puerto Rican. They are Hispanic.

o So Hispanic you put in a separate category?
A No, we are all together.
0 And you would consider Hispanic people to be in

the same category as Puerto Ricans.

A Yes.

Q ‘ What about somebody who comes from Spaz;
or Costa Del Sol? Would you consider them to%y
A Well, I know why you say that. I know;_w,;_
say that. |
Q We%l, Mrs. Cruz, I'm asking the question for a
responsivé answer. I don't really care whether you know
why I'm asking it or not asking it.

A The lady I'm talking about is half Hispanic.

Q My |question was --
’be that's how come you asked me that question.
puld you consider somebody from Spain to be in

nic category?

I don't know, because —~- especially people that
come from Spain or Cuba, they make it in the White

society so quick, that they are very soon not considered

minorities.




10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17

18

19

"y

23
24
25

. Q Do you feel that it's possible or is it just very

L. Cruz - cross 6

Q - 80 your feeling is that after somebody from

A Yes, I mentioned if they adjust to the white

community.

Q | If they adjust, you say.

A Yes.

0 | You assume if a Puerto Rican or Hispanic person

would be able to adjust, they would also mergd
white category, is that correct?

A You know, from the point of view of w

3
>

s1ond

no matter if a Puerto Rican have blue eyes, aé@
hair, he's not considered white. I don't know why.

0 So you're saying, then, it's not possible for a
Puerto Rican to become part of the white majority, is
that correct? |

A It's very hard to merge, because of the rejection.

uld be, but most of the time it's not.

t, there are times when a Puerto Rican is able
to merge,'isn't that correct, Mrs. Cruz, and vou consider
that person to be part of the white majority?

A If we would be able to merge, it would be éasy.
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L. Cruz - cross 7

Q What about somebody from Brazil. You consider
son to be part of the Hispanic community?
es, I think I would.

They speak Portuguese in Brazil, don't they,

Mrs. Cruz?
A Yes, but I don't think they are considered whites.
Q So what you're saying is that it's not a question
as to whether or not a person speéks Spanish or not,
because people could very well speak Portuguese and still
be part of the Hispanic community as you def
that correct?

A Do you know that Portuguese language

close to Hispanic language?

Q That's not my question.
What I'm trying to get at is, how do you
differentiate between what is in Hispanic community and

what is not. You have told me peovle from Brazil who
speak Portuguese to be part of that Hispanic community.
want to retract. I don't think that they are
ithis Hispanic community.

;w you're saying that they're not part of the
Hispaﬁic community.
A Yes.

Q Now, what about somebody from Lisbon, Portugal.

Are they part of the Hispanic community?
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.have.m#de, that as far as geography is concerned, you

L. Cruz - cross 8

A You know, I don't know much geograpiy.

Will you please considér my knowledge?

Q _iMrs. Cruz, I am sure from the responses that you

are in no way ignorant. You are familiar with where
Portugal is, it's next to Spain, in Europe.

I'm asking if you know. If you don't know,
just say you don't know.

A Yes, I know that, but I don't know all the

countries and the language. If you keep aski%
by country, maybe I will know to answer your’j_“
0 What about South American countries thgksspeak

Spanish, As an example, Uruguay, Paraguay, df’ﬁoiivﬁ;’

you consider those to be part of the Hispanic community?

A Yes.

Q You do or you don't?

A I do.

Q What about Argentina, which is next to Boliva

_5uay? You consider the Argentine people to

%f the Hispanic community?

;think so, yes.

So what you're saying, then, Mrs. Cruz, it's

not a question of whether a person is just Puerto Rican
or not Puerto Riéan, it's a question of geographically

where they come from, isn't that correct?
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. <gomes in

part of this white majority, as you term it?

A I wonder why you come with all these questions.

.. Cruz - cross ‘ a

A You know, in fact every time a Spanish surname

the paper, or whatever, it reflects Puerto Rican.

Becaus ‘we are the majority in the United States, and
even;tﬁéugh there are a lot of peopnle from other countries(;
that speak'Spaqish.

They are considered Puerto Rican. They judge them
Puerﬁo Rican. That's it.And that's one thing that we
have against us.
0 But, you don't consider the Cubans to be part of
that group, do you? V A
A Cubans too. Like I said before, they

/

to merge in an easy way than the Puerto Ricanj

know why.
Q Do you know of any Puerto Ricans at all who have
been assimilated into the white community, to the white
majority community, as you term it?

A Very few, |

Q But you do know some, don't you?

Yes.

you know why these people -~ do you have any

zr know why these people were able to become

Q Well, Mrs. Cruz, quitekfrankly, I don't think it's

for you to wonder why I'm here with these questions.




L., Cruz - cross 10

1 We're here as part of a court proceeding, legal

depositions, and I have the right to ask these questions.

:wgf your attorney doesn't feel they're proper,

v he”ggnigbject, and if he feels they're way out of line,

5 he'll ‘ask you not to answer them.
6 Now, he hasn't objected. I don't think it's for
7 you to raise these questions.
8 I have a question pending and I'm asking you to
9 answey it.
10 A Can you please repeat it again.
11 (Whereupon, pending quest]
12 - back by the reporter.)

13 ] A Like I say, there are quite few, and. the rea
14 that they do, I don't know, bﬁt very few can.
15 Q Now, when you were here last time, I asked you
16 whetﬁer or not you were salaried and you answered yes,
17k you were, and I asked you whether or not you were being
18 paid by M.C.E.O0.C. during the time that you were going

to be attending these depositions and at the subsequent

arings, and you advised me at that time that,

ime, you didn't know, but you were going to

22 " discuss it with your supervisor. Have vou discussed
23 that with your supervisor?
24 |l MR. SEARING: I object, but the

25 witness can answer.
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A Yes.

B . went into my second vyear.

L., Cruz - cross 11

A I took a personal day.

£80 the last time that you were here, you took

a péﬁ%&;al day.

Q And are you taking a personal day today?

A Um hum,

0 How many personal days are you '.entitled to
a year?

A I can take them from my wacation.

Q In other words, you can take a suffic

of days to equal the amount of days you have

vacation?

A Yes.

0 How many days is that per year?

A The first year is two weeks, and the seéond year
is three.

0 Are you still into your first year there or are

you into your second year?

d you have any vacation days left over from
?
A Yes, almost all.
Besides those two days.
Q So, then, Mrs. Cruz, you did discuss this matter

with your supervisor, is that correct?
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‘A Yes.

for the time that you're here.

L., Cruz - cross 12

And after that discussion, you decided, or a

decigiég was made that you would take personal days

A Yes. Vacation days.
Q Did you discuss that with anyone else besides

your supervisor?

A No, I didn't. Just the immediate supervisor.
Q Have you made any inguiry regarding possibilities

of you seeking employment in Madison Townshipi

A N o .
Q Now, you mentioned when you were herei

) . . Th
that you had not received a New Jersey driver's license.

Have you as of today received a New Jersey driver's

license?
A Not vet.
Q Now, is the automobile that you purchased recently,

is that registered in your name?

you know how to drive that automoﬁile?

. I don't have a driver's license, I can not
drive\it, you know.

Q I;m not asking you whether you can or can not
drive it, I'm asking you whether you know how to drive

the automobile.
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L. Cruz - cross 13

No, I don't.

-Have you received any training in the driving of

 No.

Do you know how to drive an automobile, as of

No.

How did you get here today, Mrs. Cruz?
I had a ride.

Who drove you?

My friend.

What's her name?

His name?

His or her name.

George Savedira.

Where does he live?
MR. SEARING: I object, but the

witness can answer.

live in Carteret.

you were to move out of the county, isn't it

' you would not be entitled to receive any

f?bm M.C.E.O0.C.? |

If I move out of the county?

Out of the county.

If T don't -- I have never check on that.




L. Cruz - cross 14

Q So you don't know whether or not your position

. to you only because you're a resident of Middlesex

:¥. never check on that.

5 MR. ALFONSO: That's all, thank you,
6 Mrs, -Cruz.
1 THE WITNESS: Okay, you're welcome.
o
9
10 CROSS-EXAMINATION BY MR. BRIGIANI:
11 Q Guido Brigiani for the Borough of Spo
12 also Mr. Burns asked me to represent him, he'd
13 attornéy for the Township of North Brunswick,{‘““
14 was engaged in another court.
15 Mrsi Cruz, you said you iived on Stockton Street
16 in Perth Amboy, and that's a subsidized housing, I
17 believe, iﬂ the City of Perth Amboy?
18 A Yes.
ow, that particular housing development is right

19Ul g

bhe school, isn't it?

22 Q The last time you were here, you seemed to
23 indicate it was some distance away.
24 They're right in the same block, and they adjoin

25 each other, the school and the development.
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L. Cruz - cross 15
A Yes.
n addition to that, talking about playgrounds,
ere a playground, Patten playground, only a few
b}ogkéig%ay, at Fayette Street?

A It's more than five blocks away.

0 It's walking distance.

Short blocks, aren't they?

A Long blocks.

0 All right.

Do you know where the Borough of Spotswi
A | I don't think so, no.
Q Have you ever made any inquiry or appl;
any other indication of wanting to obtain hbusihg
facilities in the Borough of Spotswood?
A No, not in particular.

Q Have you ever made any application for a job in

the Borough of Spotswood?

A No.

Have you ever objected in any way, either directly
ptly, as to the zoning ordinance or any other

community which affects housing?

A Will you please say it again?

(Whereupon, pending question read

back by the reporter.

A Yes.
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A Yes,

L. Cruz - croés 16
Q When. Other than this suit.

 £%have done it through -- I have expressed my
objeéﬁiahs through Legal Services Board.

R

Q 'u%a what?

A Legal Services Board.
Q I'm talking about Spotswood now.
A Yes. It was not direct -- was not directly

with Spotswood, but I have objection for the cities.

This is the general term.
That has zoning boards, zoning rules thi

indirectly keep an invisible fence.

Q Let me ask you this way. You said you
SE
your feelings known. You are militant in your feeling

towards discrimination, is that correct?

A Yes.

0 And you made your feelings known to the Legal
Services?

A Yes.

you said to them, or whoever it was, and
orrect you say so, that you objected to these,
erm, what you consider exclusionary policies

iie AR

of communities in general, is that correct?

Q. I mean, you didn't say that you believe that

Spotswood and so and so town and that town have eXclusionarj
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‘are you familiar and have you read the zoning ordinance

o So, do I understand the answer was no to that,

A No.

L. Cruz - cross ’17
laws. You never said that, 4id you?

:know that most of the reason --

;Eﬁe answer is yes or no.

MR. SEARING: Other than what's in

the complaint.

0 I'm outside the complaint.
A Directly with Spotswood, no.
Q Are you familiar with ~- have you even to this day,

of the Borough of Spotswoad?
A No. I think all these questions I haw
explained when I told you I was not familiar wi

town itself.

0 You don't mind if I ask the question, do you?
A This is understandable.
0 I'm not trying -- believe me, I'm not trying

to harass you, Mrs. Cruz.
I'm merely trying to find out how much you know
otswood. That's what I'm interested in, the

f Spotswood. All right?

you are not familiar with the zoning laws of the

Borough of Spotswood.




L. Cruz - cross 18
1 Q And you never sought a job in the Borough of
@0d , correct?
fo.
Q fn answer to a previous question, you made the
5 statement that the mere fact that you had a Spanish name,
6 that if that was published, any person, not you, any
7 person, immediately that would create a feeling of
8 antagonism and discrimination against that particular
9 person, is that correct?
10 MR. SEARING: Are you rea
1 the prior transcript?
12 MR. BRIGIANI: No. I'm
13 " in answer to Mr. Alfonso's qﬁestlon.%wu
14 ‘ MR. SEARING: Just a few minutes
15 | ago?
16 | MR. BRIGIANI: Yes.
17 Q Am I correct?
18 A That's my feeling.

you feel that that --

I inquire as to what we're doing now?

MR. SEARING: Can we go off for a
23 minute?
24 Off the record for a minute?

25 MR. BRIGIANI: Go ahead.
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L. Cruz - cross 19

(Discussion off the record.)

(After discussion.)

MR. SEARING:” Can we be excused for
a few minutes?

MR.'BRIGIANI: Well, go ahead. 1It's
a little bit unusual, but --

MR, SEARING: I appreciate your
indulgence.

(Discussion off the record.)

(Mr. Searing and Mrs. Cruz‘f
deposition room.) k

(After discussion.)

MR. SEARING: Mrs. Cruz ha5 ﬁfﬁfﬁﬁgd
me that she is unable to continue, for
health reasons, and has asked to be excused.
The attorneys present have agreed
to it. Mrs. Cruz has agreed to make
herself available fdr finishing her depositio
at aﬁothe; time.
MR.]BRIGIANI: May I ask, did you
indicate she was being operated on today
or tomorrow?
MR. SEARING: Mrs. Cruz is going to

enter the hospital shortly for an operation,

and that is the reason for her inability

=]
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20
to concentrate on the questions.
Is that satisfactory?
MR. BRIGIANI: Satisfactory to me.
MR. SEARING: Okay. We'll start with
Miss Champion in just a éecond.
(Discussion off the record.)

(After discussion.)

JUDITH CHAMPTION, sworn.

12 Euler Street, South Amboy.

DIRECT EXAMINATION BY MR. CHERNIN:

Q Mrs. Champion, is it Miss or Mrs.?
A Mrs. Champion.
Q My name is Sanford Chernin, and I'm the attorney

for the Borough of South Plainfield in this matter.

zitially, do you know where South Plainfield is?

An you give me an idea of where you think it's

located?

A Out Stelton Road, past Camp Kilmer.
0 Have you ever, to your recoilection, been in

South Plainfield at all?
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J. Champion - direct 2

A Passing through, perhaps, that's all.

Have you ever lived in South Plainfield?

. “‘Have you ever sought any housing accommodations

whatever in South Plainfield?

A No.

0 Are you even interested in living in South
Plainfield?

A I guess not. I never sought housing there.

Apparently not.
Q You've never attempted to buy any rea ;

in South Plainfield?

A No.

Q Nor tried to rent any rooms in South Plainfield?
A No. k

Q Or apartments in South Plainfield or anything

of that nature.
A No.

ever sought the services of a realtor?

ver sought thé services of a realtor for South

Plainfield.

0 You presently live in South Amboy.
A Right.

Q What kind of accommodations do you now live in?




J. Champion - direct 22

1 A I live upstairs in a two family home.
ow many rooms are there in your apartment?
:ere are three bedfooms, kitchen, living room,
4 : «d‘-;i-ni.rig, ¥oom.
5 Q How many people occupy that apartment?
6 A Four.
7 Q Would you name them? Give me their relationship
8 to you and their ages. '
9 A My daughter,Christine, seven, my son, Eric, four,
10 my friend Eileen Abbott, twenty five.
11 Q Is there anyone else who utilizes that%
12 with you?
13 A No.
14 0 What's the rental you're paying there?
15 A The whole rent is $275 dollars a month, plus
16 utilities.
17_ Q Can you approximate your monthly cost for utilitiesgpP
18 A Eighty dollars a month.

e you presently married?

, I'm divorced.

hen was your divorce?

22 A A year ago February.
23 Q And the name of your former husband, please?
24 A Richard Champion.

25 || 0 Do you know where he lives?
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A Almost three ye
Q Excuse me. How
A Twenty-six.
Q Have you ever w
A Yes.
| Q Doing what?
A | Secretarial wor
0 For what kind o
A McGraw, Incorpo

J. Champion - direct
A No, I don't.
o, I'm not.
fﬁou're WOrking?
No, I'm going t
What school?
A Middlesex Count

o} How long have y

in Edison.

dders, Edison,
at was the las
A Yes, -- no, no,
worked, The last time

for Doctor David Singer

Q When was the las

. Are you receiving any support from him?

yhen was the last time you worked?

23

school.

College.
u been going there?
rs.

old are yoﬁ?

rked for a living?

; basically.
organization or firms?

ated, in Hightstown, and Fedders,

in -~ from January to May of 1971.
time you worked?
hat's not the last time I

worked waé last summer, I worked
Highland Park.

time you filed an income tax
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- J. Champion -direct 24

return?

year

‘742

A

Q

A

Q

at that figure? What's| the composite?

A

Q

0

0

your college education?

A

‘You filed no returns for the years -- calendar

- And is someone or some organization paying for

I guess it was in 1971.
T} '3 and, I gather you will not file one for

No. Right.
Will you tell me| what your monthly income is?
My monthly income is $310,

Tell me how you make that up. How do you arrive

Welfare.
Totally?
Right; Flat grant.

And that's to support you and your children?

Correct.

Yes.

211, I receive a loan and a grant, National birect
oan, and a supplementary grant from the college.
How much do you get from each?

Three hundred from each.

Have you been receiving that for three years?

No, I've been receiving that for four semesters.




J. Champion - direct 25

0 Do you receive any monies from this girl friend

rg who occupies the apartment with you?

“Not directly. We share the rent and the utilities,

“4‘; L Qgt;;jggn‘t receive any money from her.

5 Q What portion of it does she pay?

6 A We split 50-50.

7 Q What was your maiden name?

8 A Glock.

9 Q And your ethnic background is what?
10 A German and Irish.

11 Q Are you discontent living where you ari
12 A ‘Yes.
13 Q Why?
14 A It cost too much| money to live there.
15 Q . Is thefe any other reason?
16 -\ It's in a highly polluted' area. Lately we've
17 been having some problems with vandalism. I think perhaps
18 because we're so close to the highway.

ich highway?

te 35 and Route 9.

‘you know of any other area in Middlesex County

22 which you would consider not highly polluted and
23 relatively free from crime and vandalism?
24 i & I think perhaps in Highland'Park. I really

25 don't know.
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1 0 Have you ever checked --

A As far as vandalism goes. I've just -- I just

haﬁfﬁyxgar stolen, and my son had his bicycle stolen

 ~39dx: Uée been having a rash of things happening in our
ﬁeighborhood.‘
9] I think we can readily agree, Mrs. Champion,
7 that occurs other places than South Amboy.
8 A | I suppose. Especially in the times we have now.
9 Q What I'm getting at, though, is, have you looked
10 into the other communities in Middlesex Count;
11 -and compare, to see whether any of those are:x
12 polluted than where you now live?
13 A Not directly, no.
14 o How about indirectly?
15 A- Just opinions of friends living in those areas.
16 Q General conversation?
17 A Yes.
18 Q Andkthat's that?

pw about insofar as a comparison of the crime

fe you live and crime rate in other communities

25‘ in Middlesex County.
23 . Have you checked that out at all?
241l A No.

25 Q The full extent of your knowledge concerning that,
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I would assume, also,

A Yes.

Q ‘ Have you attemp
A Yes, I have.

Q When did you ma
A Well, I've been

but I can't seem to ge
Q What seems to b
A I can't £ind a

Q Where have you

A Yes,

Q Now, what do you

27

is your general conversation

ed to relocate?

e your first effort?
trying for the past four years,
out of the area.

the reason?

efforts consist of, during this
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period of time, in order to attempt to relocate?

‘Well, I consulted a realtor.

Ei?ghn Realty, at one time.
Q Where'are they?
A I don't even know where the main office is. The
reason I consulted them was, because a fella that I
/ent to high school with worked for them.

0 You say, "consulted.” Did you go to their office?

A I called on the telephone.

Q Yes.

A I told them the areas I needed and why

pay.

Q Tell me what you told them.

A I told them I wanted to live somewhere close to

the college I was attending --
Q Do you know what municipality that college is in?
A Edison.

you have a preference to living either in

in the immediate -- the communities immediately
to Edison?

A Yes. I didn't want it to be too far. But, I
wanted it to be in a fairly goqd school system.

Q Did you specify the communities that you wanted?

A No, I didn't.
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1 Q What do you call a good school system?
’~k?- ,AAsystemkwhose majority of time is concerned with
eduCatiép rather than discipline.
Q dgﬁéve you made a study of those school systems
~in the county?

6 A To some degree, yes.

7 0 Give me an idea of what you did.

8 A I have a couple of friends who are school teachers
9 now.

10 0 In what schools?

il A Onekspecifically; the girl thét I live

12 ~in the Manalapan $chool system, and when she

13 employment, which was almost three years ago, s' "waé

14 looking into the school systems, f£inding out which

15 ones were more progressive than other ones.

16 0 Did she give you her opinion about her own school
17 system that she works in?

18 A Sure, we talk about it.
19 Ro you know what county that's in?

s in Monmouth County, I believe.

I understand you had some discussion or

22 discussions at length with this girl friend of yours
23 and she gave you her views?
24 A Yes.

25 Q Did you make any other efforts to research the
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problem, rating or qualifying the school systems in

Middlesex County?

ople that have children in those school systems.

A People who have children in those school systems.

0 You mean you spoke to varents?

A Yes.

Q Can you identify any of them?

A I might be able to, let me think.

0 Well, to save you some time --

A It waé a very long time ago, because I;%

8] You've been where?

A Well, my town is Sayreville, my mailing address

~is South Amboy. My children go to Sayreville school

system.
I suppose I should have brought that out.
Q Help me out a little bit. How does that work?

Well, I quess, because I'm located closer to the

Qoy Post Office, and because Sayreville is,

shaped. They cut it off.

Q ‘Do you in fact live in Sayreville or South Amboy?
A Sayreville.

Q You do not live in South Amboy.

A No. I live in Sayreville.
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Q But, you have a mailing address --

MR. SEARING: I believe the map
would show, the étreet she lives on, is
the dividing street, and has been the
cause of some éonfusion, stemming.way
back to the summertime.

MR. CHERNIN: I'm not challenging
it, Mr. Searing, I just wanted to make

sure I knew where she was living, or at

least where she thinks she's 1liy

you had these discussions, can you tell me t

the schools that you're talking about? o AR
A New Brunswick =--

Q New Brunswick what?

A New Brunswick and Perth Amboy school systems.

Q Well, there are more than one school in each of

those municipalities, aren't there?

I suppose there are, yes.

d various grades and levels.

don't know anything about that, specifically.
I haven't made any direct inquiries about the

school systems, only that,Afrom conversation, that New

Brunswick school system and Perth Amboy school systems

have a lot of discipline problems.
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Other school systems, I've heard that East

and Edison school systems are quite progressive

:‘ ghland Park, and Piscataway, North and South

‘ I know nothing about.

0 The information you're giving me, and I don't mean
to bg offensivé about it, but it comes in the form of
gossip more than anything else, doesn't it?

A I suppose you could put that label on it if you

wished.

Q And you yourself haven't gone into an .
schools, let's start at, say, kindergarten so

any of the towns, and checked it out yourself

A Mo, only Sayreville, only the ones my aaughééf
goes to.
Q In Mew Brunswick, you haven't gone into the

‘elementary schools and looked around?

A No.

Q Spoken to any of the teachers?

the principals?

Q To see whether in fact they had a problem?
A No.
Q And going up the ladder all the way through the

‘high schools, you haven't gone into that?
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A Well, high schools don't concern me right now.

@§ecause of the age of your children, right?

Right.
Q §&;¢wﬂ‘W about’Sayreville. Ilave you gone into thét?
A Yes.
Q What school did you go into in Sayreville?
A Well, two of them, Truman School, which my

daughter is presently enrolled in, and Washington School,

which is on Main Street.

A Hone whatsoever.

MR. SPRITZER: I didn't

answer.

A None.

Q And the other one on Washington Street?
A Yes.

Q Is there a name to that?

A Washington School.

at's your criticism of that school?

’don't believe I have any. My daughter was in
st a few months, when we moved.

Q So the two schools you did check out in Sayreville,
you have no criticism of those.
A Right. |

0 Is there any other criticism you have for any of
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the schools in Sayreville?
They're the only two I'm familiar with.

Q- ¥f%he other information is this so-called gossip

A Yes.

MR. SEARING:, We object to that
characterization, as a matter of course.
0 Mrs. Champion, getting back to the times when

you made inquiries, or inquiry of this Sun Realty -~

A Yes.

Q ~--you have no recollection of the offij

called. That is, the location of it. i

A Might have been East Brunswick, but I'm not sure.
MR. BRIGIANI: I didn't hear that.
THE WITNESS: It might have been

East Brunswick, but I'm not sure.

name Of the gentleman you spoke to?

pu're right in your assumption.

hat I would like you to think about, and give me
Hetails, exactly what did you tell this gentleman
at Sun Realty that you wanted?

A I told him that I wanted a two-bedroom apartment,

in a good school district, near Middlesex County College,
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1 fifty dollars, perhaps. I don't remember whicii.
you described it with a bedroom limitation,

o words, a_number of bedfooms.
2T4 : A h, sure.

5 0 And you described it with a rental limitation,

6 that is, the amount that you felt you could afford to pay.

7 A Right.

8 0 Did ﬁe give you an answer?

9 A Yes.

10 Q What did he say?

11 A He told me there was no such apartment;

12 Q In any of the communities that you wer

13 in?

14 A He couldn't find any any place.

15 Q You,. of your own personal knowledge, Mrs. Champion,
16 know of any community anywhere that would accommodéte,

17_ or would provide you with a two-bedroom apartment, as

18 you've described, for the fental of approxiﬁately 150

0 Q9Ilars per month?

ere was one.

22 A In Rutgers Student Housing, Piscataway. But,

23 they have recently increased their rents to $205.
24 || Q And would that accommodation have satisfied you?

25 A Yes,
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Q And, if there was one available there, you would

ing to accept it?

aﬁpﬁégather you were not then and nrobably not now
interested in a one-family residential home.

A It's quite out of my financial area. I couldn't
even think about it.

Q And the problem, theh, is the absence of money.

A Right.

Q : Now, what is your complaint today, Mrs
concerning the unavaiiability of the housing

like?

A The apartments are just much, much too ex eﬁéfﬁ%}‘"
and there aren't any apartments really for families.

All the new apartments that go up have one bedroom, or
two bedrooms; and the two bedrooms cost quite a bit of
money.

Q You're not really saying that there aren't a large,
lar er of two bedroom apartments in the County of
are you?

re aren't that many, no. Most complexes that
go‘ﬁpwbniy have -- the majority of the apartments are

one bedroom apartments.

Q Have you looked into Madison Township, for instance?

A Skytop and London Terrace, and that whole row of
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complexes, if that is Madison Township, yes.

% Right.
5 0 One off the top of my head is Nieuw Amsterdam
6 Villgge.
7 A Yes.
8 5 0 Have you been in there?
9 A Yes.
10 Q Checked out the two bedroom abartment'
1 A Yes.
12 Q They do have a large number in there?
13 A I looked -- I don't know about the humber of
14 apartments they have, but I did go there, I guess it
15 was almost two years ago --no, it was about a year ago,
16 year and a half ago, and it was myself and my two childrer]
17 and the girl that I'm living with now. |
18 The apartments weren't big enough for us. What

have had to do is divide one of the bedrooms,

here's four of us. And it just wouldn't have

22 Q You said there were four of you?
23 A Right.
24 Q Not four in your family?

25 A There was with my roommate. The apartments are
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two bedroom apartments and they're far beyond my
L'knaacigl accessibility.

;I mean, I just couldn't think about it. The
'6nl§fén§ as I said before that I have found that I could
afford is Rutgers Housing. 2And now that one is out of

my reach also.

Q Narrowing it down, Mrs. Champion, your problem

is one pretty much reétricted to the absence of money.

A That's correct.

0 Do you feel, Mrs. Champion, that you

able to live anywhere in the community that

A To some extent, yes.
0 Can you explain it to me?
A I don't feel that I should be able to say, go into

any community and immediately procure housing.
But, there should be some place other than Perth

Amboy or Mew Brunswick that I could find some place to

live.

you feel, because you can't do that, as you've

ibed, that you're being discriminated against

A Sure, ves.
Q Tell me how you feel that this discrimination,
as you'we described it, comes about.

A How I feel it comes about?
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Q Yes. What causes it?

‘Insufficient low income housing.
ou feel that it's somebody's obligation to provide.

low indome housing?

A I do.
Q Whose obligation would you think it would be?
A I would say it would be all the municipalities

should take some sort of effort to share the housing

problem for the low income people.

Q Are you saying the government should dg
the municipalities themselves should do that

A Well, I don't know exactly how the ec;{

of it goes.

0 What I'm getting at, who should own these apartments
and build these apartments for low income people that
you've just described, in order to permit you to live
there?

A I guess the state, the municipalities and the
government should get together on it.

, what you're saying is that you feel that the
providefyou with this type of low income housing
is basically a governmental burden, whether it be on a
municipalllevel, a county level or a state level, or

maybe even a federal level.

A I suppose. I can't see any place else to go.
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Q And this kind of situation, really, and the

A - I don't know about the other counties.

Q Well, what I gather is that YOu're saying the
governmental agency, orkwhatever it may be, or whichever
one it may be, should have the burden of providing this
accommodation to vyou.

MR. SEARING: Was that a df

MR. CHERNIN: That's a que§

(Whereupon, pending quest:
back By the reporter.)

MR. SEARING: I'm sorry, I guess it
was a question.

Q I'm asking whether or not you agree with what I

said.

A I suppose, yes.

Q And the function of the various governmental bodies

a,vnot only a county-wide problem, but a

and country-wide problem, wouldn't that be so0?
A I'm sorry, I don't understand. Do you mean --

Q I'll try it again. The obligation to provide

this low income housing, as you've described it, which you |

attribute to some governmental body, do you follow me so .

far?
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A Yes, yes.

“Really should not be, and can not be limited to

at least is to participate in it.

A Yes.

Q You agree with that?

A Yes.

0 And, is it your feeling, Mrs. Champion, that

like to, and there should be some kind of 1lo
housing available to you?
A As I said before, I don't expect toAbeyaSizhto

live any place I want to, that is much, much teooideal.

0 But, not out of the question, in your mind?

A But, not out of the guestion?

Q In your mind.

A I think it is out of the question. 1I've kind of

.my ideals somewhat over the years.

hy do you say it's out of the question? What's

tation?
A I don't understand now.
Q You've placed a limitation on living anywhere you

want to.

A Okay. One municipality may already have their
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share of low income housing, okay?

ve you checked out to see which one in Middlesex

A . New Brunswick and Perth Amboy, I believe carry

much, much more than their share.

Q Where have you looked to find out and get this
information?

A In the statistics from the transéripts

case. |

Q Now you've got me confused. What tran?f

you talking about?
MR. SEARING; The --
MR. CHERNIN: Excuse me, Mr. Searing.
I may be able to guess what you're
going to say, butkI'm not quite sure what
the young lady will say.
If yéu don't mind, I'd like to get
her impression of what she said to me.
data that was compiled -- I don't know what
it's called. I don't know what exactly the label i£ is.
It's this thing right here.

Q Do you have a document in front of you?

A Yes.
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Q Is there a caption on the document?

w#I don't know,which one is it?

Q you know What it is you have in your hand?

A tﬁt's the Complaint, it's a copy of the Complaint.
0 You're referring to the Complaint in this case.

A Yes, |

0 You've read that?

A Yes.

Q Do you understand it?

A To some degree.

o} Now, would you mind going back to the i

that we were talking about, as to where you

able to live, when you would like to?

A Okay.

0 - Would you give me those limitations again,
please?

A I don't know what -- I don't think I understand,
I

m sorry, what you mean by the "limitations."

1 right, let's back up again.

gﬁ?
| you feel that you should be able to live, or
to live, in‘any place you wish, and have
ac;ommodations as you previously described availabie to
you?

A Within reason.

Q All right.
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What is your meaning of your phrase, "Within

don't expect to go -- I don't expect there to
be vacant housing, low income housing, sitting all over
the County of Middlésex, just waiting for me to move in.
I do expect that the municipalities, all the
municipalities in Middlesex County, and other counties,
should have accommodations for low income people, because
they do employ low income people, and if the people
are working in a county, I don't see why the

have to live outside the county.

Q Let me follow that a minute, Mrs. Cha
us assﬁme that a municipality does in fact ha;e lo;,
income housing, but there are no vacancies in that low
income housing.

What do you propose that the remedy there be?

A Well, it would depend on a couple of variables.

If they did in fact carry their share of the

ge of low income in the county, then I wouldn't
find an apartmeht there.

they didn't have their share, then I would
expect that they should construct some additional housing.
Q Do I gather from what you're saying that each
municipality should build enough low income housing té

arithmetically constitute its basis of low income housing?
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A To integrate it as evenly as vossible.

ould you take |into account the fact that one
municipality may have |already erected and have available
a farggreater percentage than it might normally have

if it were divided on |a arithmetic basis?

A Of low income housing?
0 Of low income hpusing.
A I wouldn't think that that would be fair either.

I mean, why should one| community carry the load more so

than the others?

0 Are you placing the limitation, fhen,
mind and theory, as to the fact that a given gunié¢ip
should have only its prorata percentage of"lo& 1nc6me
housing?

A Well, you see, if one community has an’excess,
another community will not have to have their fair
share, because it's taken up over here.

Q That would be acceptable to you?

. I think it should be evenly distributed.
think that when you have a mass of low income hou

ea, it can not do any more than create a ghetto.

which has a far greater amount that should be attributable
to it, should then cut down on theirs, so that others

should build up on theirs?
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A Well, -- I suppose that would be the only way,
Now I'm not sure of this. To alleviate the

f méssive low income concentrations.

I don't see any other way.

Q ~ Have you at all loocked into the feasibility of

building low income housing, supported by governmental

funds?

A You mean the costs?

0 Yes, that's one of the considerations,;yes, the
costs.

A Mo, I don't know specifically the cost

that there are monies available.
Q Do you feel that the various governﬁéntal”agencies
are obliged to avail themselves of the funds that you

just talked about in order to build this low income

housing?
A I do.
Q Do you think that they should do that?

you feel, Mrs. Champion, that you are in any

discriminated against, because of .your ethnic

background?

A No.
Q Other than the economic, in quotes, discrimination

which we've already been talking about, do you feel
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that you are in any other way being discriminated against,

‘ecotfeiic situation.

o I didn't mean your economic situation. I mean,
do you feel that there is any other area in which you
are being discriminated against, not assisted by the
government?
A No, I suppose not.

There is the fact of my being on welfa
been discriminated against, because I am on w

I've been refused housing, because of it.

Q Because you're receiving some form of governmentala
assistance, you feel that that in'itself has resulted

in some forms of discrimination.

A - Yes.

Q I gather that that means that, in some people's
mind, that because you are not gainfully employed and

ou are obliged to seek governmental assistance,

d of itself is a form of discrimination. 1In

So

A Yes.

MR. SEARING: I object to that
question, in the sense that the witness--

I mean, it's almost impossible for her
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1 : to be reading other people's minds.
But, I'll let the answer stand.

MR, CHERNIN: To save a little time,

it's my recollection, we do have a stipulat%on

5 : we're reserving all objections, save those

6 which pertain to confidential material,

7 or questions objected to the form of

8 questions or things of that nature. v
9 MR. SEARING: Yes. I just hadn't

10 | said anything in a while.

11 ' MR. CHERNIN: I didn't mi

12 0 Mrs. Champion, are you a member of the

13 League?

14 A League?

15 No, I'm not.

16 0 How is it you came to be a plaintiff in this

17_ litigation?

18 : MR, SEARING: I object and instruct

the witness not to answer the question.

id you sign any documentation authorizing this

on in your name?

22 | " MR. SEARING: I instruct the
23 ‘witness not to answer the question.
24 || : MR. INGLESE: May I request counsel

25 give the reason why he's instructing the
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1 7 witness not to answer?
MR. SEARING: The question is
irrelevant, immaterial --
MR. INGLFSE: Those are insufficient

5 grounds under our rules.
6 : MR. CHERNIN: May I add one other thing
7 to you, Mr. Searing, you've. already given
8 me those answers.
9 In your answers to interrogatories.
10 MR. SEARING: What questien?
11 | MR. CHERNIN: Whether or
12 signed an agreement or authori
13 whether any retainers were execti
14 Irrespective of whether there are or are
15 | not, I would like the witness to answer
16 ~ the question, unless you persist in your
17 instructions.
18 MR. SEARING: What was the question
19“' 3 again?

MR. CHERNIN: I'll repeat it.

rs. Champion, did you issue any authorization

22  for anybody to institute this suit on your behalf
23 and in your name?
24 |l MR. SEARING: You can answer that.

\

25 A I really don't remember. I don't remember signing
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anything specifically.

gg

Were you consulted by anyone -- withdraw that.

{ little while ago you were pointing to that

docum; t on the table in front of you. "That's the

Cogplaiﬁt in this case. Was that ever explained to
you during any time prior to its filing?
A No.
Q llo one ever went over it with you and told you
what you were alleging in that instrument?
‘ MR. SEARING: I object, inst
the witness not to answer that
That material is privilege
Q Do you know, Mrs. Champion, what's in ?.

instrument that pertains to you?

A Yes.

Q What is it?

A It states my name and address incorrectly --
Q You want to make the correction now?

A Yes. As it reads here, it states I reside in

swick, at 12 Euler Street, South Amboy. New

k shouldn't be there. It states that I have

WO children, I am Caucasian, live in a three bedroom
apartment with a female friend ~--

Q The three bedroom apartment statement, is that

accurate?
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A Yes. I'm a student at Middlesex County College
:Edison, my income is welfare, that I would like

ble to live in a suburban part of Middlesex

by myself and my children, but have been
unable to find such housing.
Q Am I wrong in my recollection, Mrs. Champion,
a little while ago you said that you -- withdraw the
question.

Do you know what your complaints are that are

contained in that document?

A My complaint is essentially a financia}
economic one.
MR. CHERNIN: Mo other qué%ﬁid‘ﬁ%.
MR. SEARING: Can we have a five
minute break, just to stretch or get
a glass of water?
MR. SPRITZER: Sure.
(Recess.)
(After recess.)
INATION BY MR. SPRITZER:
. Champion, I'm Martin Spritzer.
A Hello.
Q Thé attorney for the Borough of Metuchen, one of
the defendants. I'm just going to ask you a few questiong.

A Okay.
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Q In your seeking low income housing throughout

3

in the county, and ask that board or body

or 1}

to Eé&é steps to provide low income housing?

A No, I did not.

Q You never showed up at a council meeting or a

A Ho.

0 Or a Planning Board meeting?

A No, I did not.

Q Did anybody do that on yoﬁr behalf?
knowledge.

A No.

Q On your original testimony, did you say you

looked in Metuchen?

A Yes, I did.

Q Did you go to any broker in Metuchen?

A No, I did not.

Q Did you find any apartments available in Metucheh?

extent -- the extent of my search in Metuchen
ined to the newspéper. What was available in
Metuchen was beyond my reach financially, in the newspape|
And that's as far as it went.
Q Do you have any savings?

A Yes, I do.

.
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beginning of '69, in Radcliffe, Kentucky.

Q

A

Q

How much?

.40h, maybe twenty-five dollars, something like that.

?s that in a savings bank?

Nﬂggs, it is in my son's savings account.
Doryou know what a mobile lLiome is?
Yes.
Would you consider living in a mobile home?
Yes, I woﬁld, and I have, twice in my life.
When was this?

This was in the latter part of '68, ani

Was that with your husband at the time

Yes.

Was that a single wide or double wide?
Single.

ﬁow many bedrooms did it have?

Two.

Did you have children at that time?
xes, one.

you consider mobile homes suitable for low
eople?

‘I was quite comfortable in one.

When I say, do you consider them suitable, as

far as economically suitable? Financially suitable?

A

I do not know what they rent for now. I do not
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even see very many now. When I lived in Xentucky,

the low income housing was mobile homes and trailers.

A

Therekweren't apartments built. I rented a
twoib@é?oom mobile home for a hundred twenty-five
doiiéré a month, which was quite suitable.

Q Who owned the home?

A I do not know. It was in the midst of a complex

of mobile homes.

Q You only rent it, you didn't own it.

A Right.

Q Do you know how much mobile homes cost
A I do not, no.

Q Have you sought housing accommodations’

last couple of years, when you've been looking, in any
mobile homes in Middlesex County?

A o -- no, I have not.

Q But, you say you would be satisfied to live in

a mobile home?

A If T could find one in -- the only mobile home

I'm aware of is right on Route 18, which I

ot even think about moving.

y is that?
A Because of the sake of my children.
Q What do you mean for the sake of your éhildren?
A Because of the highway.

t
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Q - Have you looked in CLidson at all, on Route 1,
’f _rd to a mobile home park?

, I have not.

$Have you looked in South Brunswick?

A No. Route 18 is the only one I'm even aware of.
0 Well, what would your requirements be in respect

to the location of a mobile home?
A So it was in some sort of a -- it would have to
be off of the main highways, it would have to be off

the main highways, it would have to be in aﬁ

school district.
Q What’would the rent have to be, the sal
stated for an apartment?

A Sure. That doesn't change.
Q And if there was a down payment, I assume you
couldn't afford it.

A No. You're speaking of purchasing?

Q Yes. Would you consider purchasing a mobile

.' It's not in my realm at all.

you wouid only consider renting a mobile home.
A Yes.

Q Aﬁd the only mobile park you are aware of, and
which they‘are rented, is Route 18 in East Brunswick?

A I'm not even sure that they're rented. 1It's
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thie only one that I've seen.

sNow, Mrs. Champion, you indicated on Mr. Chernin's

quéét&éps that you want all municipalities of

Mi@éiég;x County to share in respect -- proportionately,
I assume, for the resvonsibility for low income housing.
A Yes.

Q lHave you given any thought to the extent of that

land left?

A Yes, I have.
Q And what is that thought?
A Well, if there is no place to build,

how -- if there's no place to build, you ca
If it's all built up.
MR. CUMMINS: I can't hear
the witness.
(Whereupon, last answer read back
by the reporter.)

MR. SPRITZER: I!llo further questions.

f'AMINATION BY MR. ROZANSKI:
0 | ‘i'm Richard Rozanski and I'm representing the
Townshi§ of Woodbridge.

I only have a few short questions for you.

Are you interested in living in Woodbridge Township?
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A It was one of my considerations, yes.

Do you Know whefe Woodbridge Township is at?

don't know the extent of it.

ﬁhat extent do you know? What in your mind
encompasses Woodbridge?

A Woodbridge starts on the nQrthern side of Perth
Amboy, I believe, goesbup to Colonia, or perhaps Colonia
is a part of the Woodbridge. I'm not sure of the

boundaries.

Q You're sure it starts somewhere north
Amboy .

A Yes.

Q Have you ever sought housihg in Woodbri g
A Yes, in the newspaper.

Q In the newspaper. Is that the only method

that you used to seek housing there? You never got in

touch with a realtor?

A No realtors, no.-

st through the newspaper, then.

w, what was the result of you looking through

the ﬁéwspaper?

A There was nothing that I could afford.
Q Was thiskjust for apartments or for housing?

A There's no ~- do you mean single residences?




10

11

12
13
14
15
16
17

18

19

22

23

24

25

Champion - cross 58

Q Yes.

It was for both. I keep my eyes open for both,

to live in  a house of your own in a suburban part

of Middlesex County.
What do you mean by"suburban part of Middlesex
County"?

A I suppose by suburban I mean not as highly

R

industrial as the area I'm living in now.

I have a problem with the pollution.
111, and ny doctor tells me that it is the a
I'm living in is causing me some problems.
Q Can you describe exactly the area you're living in?

It's somewhere around Route 35 and 9 in Sayreville.

A It's right by the bridges.

Q Right beyond the bridges?

A Yes.

Q Would you say, perhaps, half a mile beyond the

cwould say a quarter of a mile beyond the bridges.|
hat would put you beyond the Parkway Plaza, some
point beyond that?

A I suppose.

Q Now, would that be on the north or the south
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side of Route 9? MNorth -- heading south, it would be

gﬁke"kght—hand side. Heading south on Route 9, the
'northggpuld be the right-hand side.

-A;?fili don't know exactly.

Q Okay, strike that.

Are you aware of any pollution that occurs in

Woodbridge?
A Not directly of how much industry they have, no.
Q Have you ever been past the Hess complex in

Woodbridge, in Port Reading?
A That's the main Hess Building? With

stations on both sides?

Q Ho. This would be in Port Reading.

A The one down by the water?

0 That's right.

A Yes, I pass it several times every day.

Q Have yéu ever seen much pollution coming from

there?

~think it's basically on the other side.

you feel that Woodbridge can provide low

Q How do you propose that they provide this low
income housing?

A By building it. I believe that the county has
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a Master Plan, in which low income housing is a nart.

How do you propose, then, that this building be

financed?
LA I would assume by -- I don't know how that works.
How, if a construction company comes in and - I

don't know. I would imagine the comnunity itself,

a construction concern, and the federal government.
Q - Okay. Let me ask you this specifically. Why
do you want to move out of your nresent location in

Sayreville?

A It's much too expensive. It's much, my

expensive. 5 &

Q Does the pollution play a factor in it?

A Yes.

Q Does the vandalism play a factor in it?

A Yes.

Q - Does the overcrowding play a factor in it?
A Yes.

‘the traffic conditions play a factor in it?

MR. ROZANSKI: No further questions.
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CROSS-EXAMINATION BY MR. BRIGIANI:
%;s. Champion, I'm Guido Brigiani, attorney for
ﬁﬁe“B rough of Spotswood;
‘¥$u mentioned that you looked in Spptswood. In
what manner did you look in Spotswood?
A I went to a compnlex, I'm not sure of the name,
it's on Main Street -- it's not the one down by the
water treatment plant, it's the one across the street
from Verasca's Hardware Store.

I don't know the name of it, but I cou 
afford it.

1y parents also searched for me in Spof

Q Your parents?

A Yes. I was born and raised in Spotswood.
0 Your parents are living in Spotswood now?
A Yes.

Q And the name is Glock?

A Yes,

Q Well, there are more than one, or there is more

multi—family housing development in Spotswood,

orrect?
A Yes. -
Q Besides the one that you -- did you or did your
parents --
A I did.
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Q What was the answer, they weren't available,
they. weren't there or what?
'here was one availablé, within, I believe it
gﬁa,gbur months I could move in.

They were building new apartments. It was a

two-bedroom, and it was at least fifty dollars a month

more than I can afford.
Q Did you try any of the others?

A The one down by the water treatment plant, I did

not try, simply because I have a friend liv
with her two children, whom I had‘visited on,
and it just didn't seem like the atmosphere’i
would want for my children.

Q And these are the rents, in that varticular

place, are the type of rents that you could afford?.

A I don't know about the rents in that place.
Q There's also another one further up the street.
A Yes,

pPid you try that one?
, I did not. I had heard that it was basically

as the rents that I inquired about on the

0] But, you're not sure whether or not apartments

are available there, within the price range that ydu

might want.
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2 My parents were looking, my parents' friends
wgre looking. I wanted to live in Spotswood. That's

wher my family is. No one could find anything. And

arch covered three months.

0 By "find anything," do you mean the apartments --
there were no vacant apartments or that you just

couldn't afford the rent, which?

A I couldn't afford the rent.
0 But, there are vacant apartments.
A At that time they told me, in the one ;i

that I could move in in three months. They A

new ones.

Q And that would have been satisfactory?

A If I would have been able to afford it, certainly.
0 And you complained about the other ones, because

A The atmosphere.

Q By "The atmosphere," these were withih your

te pay?

do not know that.

, "The atmosphere," what do you mean by that?
A There seemed to be a great many, I really don't'
know how, or whether I should label these people. It

wasn't a family atmosphere. There didn't seems to be

i
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group of people.

These are rather substantial complexes, aren't

sWell, they're not garden apartments, as far as --
the way I categorize garden avartments. There's one
long hallway and doors off the hallway. They don't

seem to be very well kept at all.

in the air affects your health, is that correct?

A Yes.

Q - In other words, the pollution that's 1:4’T
may nhot affect somebody else, but it specif

affects you.

A I sﬁppose we all have different degrees --

Q You have your own particular allergies.

A Yes.

Q Now, are you -- you must be aware, then, of the

pollution around Spotswood in the particular area you're
g to, that's caused by Anheuser-Busch and

eter Schweitzer Corporation?

side of town, away from the industry. I grew up

without any of the problems. Perhaps that's why, I was
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immune, it was there when I was born, and I moved

away . gnd came back to it. Maybe that's why I'm having
: s -

now. As to whether it would bother me now,

% know.
Q Sut you're aware of the vcllution.
A Yes.
) You're also aware that the beth companies have

been sued a number of times for pollution, polluting

the air.

A Yes.’

0 Not only in Spotswood, but every town
A Yes.

Q You're -- your basic question is econ

the type of housing that you want is the type that you

can afford, and that has what you call good educational

facilities.
A Yes.
Q And you categorize good as opposed to not good,

those which have a discipline problem and those which

s it your feeling that only the schools you
mentioned in this county have discipline problems, the
ones you don't like?

A No, I'm sure every school has discipline problems.
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It's a matter of degree.

1pcidentally, what do you -~ you major in any
‘>aar subject in college?

'm in Social Sciences and I think I'm going to

go into Sociology, or Social Welfare, but I'm not

sure yet.

0 You're not going to be a teacher.

A Ho.

Q Now, a?parently, from what you state, from the

way you indicate, the only type of housing tk
fit your particular situation would be a sub
form of housing, is that correct?

A It is unfortunate, but it appears that way, yes.
Q So that this in essence would have to be comparable
to the subsidized housing that you are familiar with,
like Perth Amboy, New Brunswick, and in some other rlaces
A What do you mean by comparable?

Q Well, it would have to be a multi-family apartment

11, that's the only type of housing that I
know of in multi-family, for low and middle income

families.
A Yes.

Q And it would be occupied, of course, it's for
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their particular benefit, by low income first, then
%egincome can come in later.

fow, is that the type of housing that you would
"get into?

In other words, that particular format?

A It doesn't have to necessarily be that form of
hogsing.

Qo Well, I didn't ask you that. Would you be
satisfied with that -- with housing in that type of
complex?

A Yes, if it fit all the other conditio

Q - MTow, all the other conditions are tha

a good school system,
A Yes.

Q And that you don't have any vandalism or difficulti
of that nature.

A \Well, yes.

Q Are you aware of what the conditions are in any
of the housing establishments I've mentioned?

u mean the ones in Spotswood?

t me ask you.

Shppose I took, let's say, where Mrs. Cruz lives.
Do you know where she lives? Do you know Mrs. Cruz?

A ‘Vaguely. She lives in the projects in Perth

Amboy .

es
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0 Yes. 1lMNow, supvose we took that particular
t, with all the people in it, and put it into <=

. Street in Spotswood. Would you live in that?

Q Why?

A Because it's grossly overcrowded. I think. From
the times that I've been there, which haven't been
many, but it seems to be -- seems to be very rﬁn down
and overcrowded. |

And, I think, the main reason that it

it's almost one of a kind.
Q What you're saying, the majority of t

living there are Puerto Rican.

A I don't know.

o] Well, you said, "one of a kind."

A Meaning low income housing projects.

Q But, you said you've been through it, and it

seems that they were all Puerto Rican.
A ‘N , I didn't say that at all. No. I don't
racial mixture. I have no idea. I've driven
« the projects, on the outside, really, and it's
just, perhaps I don't even have enough knowledge of

it to voice an opinion.

Q Are you familiar with the ones in New Brunswick?

A No, I'm not.
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0 Have you ever been through those?

. Hos

;In any event, that is not the type of housing
~F§§”f¥bu would like, am I correct? No matter where
it is.

A o, no, no. You see, the problem I think with

this housing is they're overcrowded. They're overcrowded.

They're situated in two areas. We have Perth Amboy
and we have lew Brunswick.

And instead of an even distribution,
evenly distributed, it wouldn't be SO massi

Q I don't understand.

A The low income housing, evenly distributed

throughout the county, rather than situated in two
spots, in two areas.

Q Well, I don't know whether there are others
throughout the county, but, for example, take the

New Brunswick area. You're familiar with where

th

?

I don't know them at all.

«Rlver, and I believe one of the finest areas in New

Brunswick?

A No. I never -- New Brunswick is outside of my

consideration, because of the school system. New Brunswig

69

e you aware that they face right on the Raritan

bk,
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1 the rents are the lowest around, in New Brunswick,
but my daughter would fall apart in the school system.
behalf of !ir. JoSephABurns, who is not here,
ﬂfﬁ rthe attorney for the Township of North Brunswick,
5 have you ever made any inquiries concerning housing
6 in the Township of Jorth Brunswick?
7 A | No, I have not.
8 Q Hever sought any housing in lNorth Brunswick,
9 is that correct?
10 - A No. And the reason being, the only hq;;
11 that I can -- the only housing I can afford§
12 shared with someone else. The girl I'm livi
13 | in Manalapan school system, and she felt, she
14 be taken into consideration, and she felt North Brunswiclh
15 was too far to commute.
16 7 So, I'm not aware of North Brunswick at all.
17 Q So you have no particular interest in North
18 . Brunswick.
Unless I could find some place there to live

But in the newspaper, I've never come across

23 A No.

24 || Q By newspaper, what newspaper are you referring to?

25 A The Home News, the News Tribune, and the Star
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Ledger.

MR. BRIGIANI: No further gquestions.

CROSS-EXAMINATION BY MR. ALFONSO:
Q Mrs. Champion, I'm Louis Alfonso, representing
Madison Township.

You mentioned in response to someone else's
question that you had made some inquiries concerning
an apartment in Madison Township.

Can you tell me more specifically in

Township where you sought such housing?

A If these are in fact in Madison Township,

to Madison Arms, London Terrace, Skytop Apartments. I
believe there's one there, Park View, I think they'ré
called, or something 1ikekthat.

There's one on the other side, the name escapes
me. I think it might be !Madison Gardens. One is
Arms and one is M%gison Gardens. I can't thihk
hers.
you inquire at Parkwood?

A Parkwood? 1Is there a Parkwood and a Patk,View?

Q Yes.
A Well, if they're in the one area, I went to all

of them.
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Q This one area you're talking about, would it
be fair to say that would be the area that generally

wn along Route 9 and starts in the London

+M£eé,agg' Skytop area, at Ernston Road is, runs south

on Route 9 down to the area where Madison Gardens is,
which is somewhat south of the intersection of --
strike that. Which is in the area of the intersection
of Rbute 34 and Route 9?

A That's correct.

Q Do you know where the Laurence Harbor ;

Madison Township is?

A Yes.

Q Did you seek apartments in that area?

A “Yes.

Q Which apartments did you seek there?.

A I can't remember the name. You turn right at the
light.

Q Which light?

A I believe it's the first one over the bridge.

remember the name of the apartments.

e you sure that's Madison Township?

A | No, I'm not sure. I'm not sure.

Q It could very well be Matawan Boraugh or ilatawan

Township, which is somewhat south of Madison Township,

isn't that so?
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A I have no idea.

Have you sought any apartments in the Cliffwood
section of Madison Townghip?

i6.~ I believe Cliffwood Beach is in Monmouth
County, but I'm not sure. But, I'm under that
impression, therefore, I would not seek housing there.
Q In other words, you've drawn a line of what you
considered to be the boundary and you would not seek
anything in Cliffwood Beach if you thought it would

be in Monmouth County. Do I paraphrase cor
what you said?

A Yes.

Q So in answer to my response, that you 1
Cliffwood was in Monmouth County, you have not sought

avartments in Monmouth County.

A Right.

Q What about the South 0l1d Bridge section of Madison
Township?

A Is that Pine Tree?

ne Tree would be one of the complexes there.
s, I was there.

sides Pine Tree, have you sought apartments in
any dther areas of South Old Bridge?

A Town Apartments, or Twin Oaks Apartments.

Q Do you know vhere Twin Oaks Apartments is?
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1 A It's off of the extension of Route 18, I believe.
st before Pine Tree, traveling south.
'vfﬂgw, when did you make inquiries at Pine Tree
Apa%ﬁgépts?
5 A June 1972, I was seeking housing for myself
6 and my two children. I couldn't afford it there. This
7 was all the apartments.
8 0 Did you go to Pine Tree?
9 A Yes.
10 0 And how did you get there?
11 A How did I get there?
12 Q How did you get there?
13 A You mean what road did I take?
14 Q No. What manner of transvortation?
15 A A car.
16 Q You have a driver's license?
17 A Yes.
18 | Q You own an automobile?
19 - A Yes.
at year automobile do you own?

1 Valiant.

22 Q Then did you obfain your driver's license?

23 Z\A 1965Q
24 || Q So you drove to the Pine Tree Aﬁartments and you'

25 made an inquiry there.
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pay for apartments in 1972, in the Pine Tre

Madison Township?

A

Q

Correct.

Were there any apartments available at the time

I believe there were.

Q And were they apartments that you were able to

afford?

A No, they were not.

Q What was the price range that you were quoted?
A I don't remember.

0 And how much money could you have aff

AlWays been the same, it's not bheen chi
And would that be --

A hundred forty, hundred fifty dollars.
There were vacancies at Pine Tree, isn't that so?
I believe so. I'm not positive, but I bélieve
were.

What about Twin Oaks or Town Oaks Apartments that
fpeaking about that you said were off Route 18.

you go there?

“I believe those I went to? -- Sometime between

and May of '74.
Were there vacancies in those apartments then?

I don't remember. I don't remember.
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0 Now, when you say Twin Oaks, would it refresh

youx memory if I tell you they were the Town Oaks

Q And would it surprise you if I tell you that

at the time you went there, in 1974, you could have
obtained an apartment, two bedroom apartment, for under
two hundred dollars in that apartment complex?

A That Wouldn't surprise me.

Q Did you make any inquiry regarding the

when you went there?

A I believe I did, vyes.
Q And what did you find out?
A I don't remember exactly, but it was more than

I éould afford. You see, ten dollars more is a lot.
Q So your limit was a hundred fifty dollars,
regardless of what the price.was, if it was under two
hundred dollars, but above one hundréd fifty dollars,
you didn't feel you'd be able to afford it?

+ It would still be out of my range.

d you make any inquiry with your girl friend,
to see whether or not you could share a cost in that
apartment?

A Yes. I believe the apartments were too small. What

we needed is a three bedroom. Two bedroom is not
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sufficient for four of us.

Did you go back to Pine Tree Apartments since 19722

. Mhen did you go back?
A It was in —-- the same time I went to the Town

Oaks. They had just built some duplex apartments, I

over three hundred dollars a month.

Q Besides these two apartment complexes you have

just been speaking about, Town Oaks East and ;
are there any other apartments that you inqu
in the South 0ld Bridge area of Madison Townyiﬁ
A None that I can\remember.
Q Did you make any inquiries in the Sayrewoods South
-areaof Madison Township? You know where the Sayrewoods|
South area is?

A Would that not be Madison Arms, quiSOn Gérdens?
And’perhaps even all the apartments on the highway.

Pid you go to Glenwood Apartments?

enwood is much, much too expensive.

at about Madisoﬁ Armé? Were there any vacancies
the;e? They're the ones located across the street,
across Rbute 516, from Glenwood.

A Yes, I did go there.

0] When?
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9 oW, you remember looking at the Arcade Apartments?

J. Champion - cross 78
A That was in '74.

When in 19742

he same period.

,gnd what type of apartment were you seéking then?
A | We were seeking -- we were trying to find a two
bedroom apartment with a réom, one bedroom big enough
so that I could have some sort of a separate thing for
my bed and désk, my children would have to be in the
same, because the complexes, as far as I know, any that

I've seen don't have three bedroom apartments

Q And what price did they quote you?

A I don't remember on that at all.

0 Do you recall whether it was too expensive?” 7
A I think they had vacancies, and had we been able

to afford them, I might remember, but I don't remember.
Q Except for Glenwood Apartments, every project
you saw had vacancies at the time you made your inquiry?

A I believe so.

fact that Arcade Apartments has two bedroom
apar%mehts, plus --

A I missed you, I'm sorry.

Q Isn't it a fact that as a result of your inquiry,

you learned that the Arcade Apartments had two bedroom




10

11

12
13
14
15

16

17

18

22
23
24
25

inquiry at Arcade.

~think it's a fairly good school system.

J. Champion - cross 79
apartments, plus an additional family room that could

be converted to a third bedroom?

G gere you quoted a price for those?

A I don't remember. As a matter of fact, I think
what happened then, I didn't get any statistics on that
apartment, we went to the business office, and there

was a woman who was -a -:tenant, I believe she was running
the office, she seemed quite scattered and had a lot

on her mind that day.

It was the end of my apartment-seeking

was time to go home, and I think I was quite

at that point, and looking at the condition the ‘=
apartments, and I had some friends of mine lived there
and complained of some vermin. I think at that point,

I had given up.

0] So you never went back to Arcade or made another

‘No.
pat inquiries, if any, have you made regarding
Lson Township school system?

A Just speaking with my roommate. She seems to

Q And that's the only inquiry that you'wve made.

A - Yes.
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A No, I'm not.

J. Champion - croSs / ’ 80
Q Have you made any inquiries regarding the public

poxtation system in the township?

yvou affiliated with Legal Services in any way?

A No.

Q Are you affiliated with M.C.E.0.C. in any way?
A | No.

Q Are you receiving any money from any source

wvhatsoever for participating in this legal proceeding?

0 Are you able to be reimbursed for your i
as a result of being here today or at any ot
proceeding regarding this suit?

A No.

MR. ALFONSO: That's all, thank you.

CROSS—-EXAMINATION BY MR. BAKER:

name is Joseph Baker and I'm here representing
fle.

e you looked at any other section of Sayreville
for.hsusing?

A I used to live in another section of Sayreville.

I lived in lower Sayreville, down by the Washington

School.
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J. Champion - cross | 81
Q Wés that with your two children?
Yes, it was.
at was the rent that yéu paid there?
iwas living in a little old house that my aunt
owned and I was paying thirty-five dollars a month
rent.
Q You sa§ that the pollution, where you are
presently living, affects your health.

Is there any section in Sayreville where this

would not happen?

A The section that I lived in before, we'
a problem with Jersey Central, right down byé
And it would let itself be known constantly.;ﬁm = ﬂ;ayﬂ.
Q Am.I correct in assuming that you don't want to
live in Sayreville?

A Sayreville is not that difficult a place to live
in. The schobl systems are okay, the rents are about
the same as every place else.l

But, you just gave -- you have your present

and another address you had lived in and both of
e unacceptable.

ait a minute.

Q

A

enjoyed staying there.

You said you lived near Jersey Central.

Yes.

At that time, it wasn't -- I would have

That was all right.
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EWA - ¥All over the town.

J. Champion - cross 82
Q Have you looked -- where else have you looked

lvgbeusing in Sayreville, other than this house you

‘ _;ed? Where you lived.

Q Where in particular?

A Are the complexes that I was speaking about before
London Terrace, is that Sayreville?
O I believe it's Madison Township, although I'm

not sure.

A Then I'm not -- I don't think that I'
any complexes in Sayreville. I may be mist
Were thefe any, I probably would have looked
My daughter has been -~ we've lived in Sayrevf%fé for
the past four years.

As I had to move, once I was situated in Sayrevillq,
I wanted to stay there, simply because of the school
system, because she just doesn't take the adjustment
of moving from one school system to another very well.
;, I looked all over. I‘can't tell you where
cally. I can't think of any complexes in
dle. But ﬁhrough the newspaper.
0 Yéu said before that at your present home, you've
had trouble with vandalism. 1Is this problem restricted
to this area where you are now?

A I'm sure it's not, no.




10

11
12
13
14
15

16

17

18

22

23
24
25

J. Champion - cross 83

Q So this problem would be throughout Sayreville.
fes. This is a recent thing that we've just

*‘:ing a problem with. I think the crime rate,
*know, but, I think, it must be up quite a bit,
because of the economic situation of the country, of

the world. It's not only in Sayreville.

0 - Before Mr; Brigiani asked you if you were familiar
with Mrs. Cruz' apartment house. If that house were

on Main Street in Sayreville, you wouldn't want to

live there either. If it were moved from Pewi

to the Main Street in Sayreville.

A We're going back to the same thing, oni¥ene

it's in Sayreville instead of Spotswood? Is that what®s

happening?
Q Yes, right.
A If it were not grossly overcrowded and it was

kept up and there was a substantial amount of families
with children in the project, so that my children could
pe sort of a friendly neighborhood environment,
not have any objections to it.

u're saying that that complex we're talking
about is overcrowded. Now what's the cause of that
overcrowding?

A  There's quite a limited number of low income housirg

facilities in Middlesex County.
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J. Champion - cross 84
Q Are you saying, then, that you do not want to
kveﬁiﬁ;an apartment complex in which the population

deﬁsity»is very high? You're saying you don't want to

"live in a high density population area.

A Yes. I would prefer not to.

0 How, you mentioned before that, I don't remember
specifically, but you mentioned a particular apartment
house with corridors.

A Right.

Q And you would not want to live in an a
house with corridors, such as this.

A It wasn't specifically the corridors.
just to identify the apartment, I believe.

0 If you had your choice between a garden apartment
with your own entrance and an apartment with corridors,
which would you elect to take?

A I don't think it would make ény difference
whatsoever, if the rest of the atmosphere was amenable.
u said =-- is there any section in Sayreville

e pollution wouldn't bother you? I think I

is béfore, but I'forget your response. I just
want to make sure I cover this point.

A Is there any section in Sayreville where the
pollution wouldn't bother me. This is a recent thing

with me. I don't know. The sections that I have lived
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Q ~ ";In what particular way is your present home
iggéagéate?
A» Financially, basically. It's quite expensive.
Q How long did you say you lived there?
A I've lived there for a year in June.
Q And you've managed to’'live there for a year,

J. Champion - cross 85
in so far were very polluted. 1It's quite a problen,

n't know what to do about_it. I don't know.

but it's no longer possible, because of your financial

situation?

A I've managed, with much difficulty. Im hin
rent is going to be increased again.
Rents have increased, which causes quiﬁ’
problem.
. MR. BAKER: No other questions.
MR. SEARING: Off the recofd for
a minute.
(Discussion off the record.)
(After discussion.)

(Adjourned for luncheon recess.)
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A No, I don't. Monroe Township seems very, very

Q You're going to have to speak louder for me.

86

(After luncheon recess.)
CHAMP I 0 N, resumes.
MR. INGLESE:

‘\ﬂ*éis; Champion, my name is Samuel Inglese,

I represent Monroe Township.

Do you know where Monroe Township is?

A Yes, I believe it's out by Jamesburg.
0 Have you ever sought any housing in Monroe
Township?

A I can't think of any specifically, no
Q Have you ever investigated the school

Monroe Township?

A No.
Q Do you have any opinion at this point as to whether]

or not you would like to live in Monroe Township?
vague in my mind.

A Monroe Township seems very vague in my mind. Is
Y Jamesburg?’

s, that's the’general area.

A Okay. No, I know nothing about the school system.
Q Dobyou know anything about the community other

than it's near Jamesburg?

A Ho.
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- that you discussed and I'll get to some other areas

- Q How many semesters are there?
A Two.
Q So you get a total of four hundred dollars extra?

J. Champion ~ cross 87

Q I'd like to get back to some other matters

thatﬁﬁéve not been covered yet.
. -First of all, I think that you've testified that

you're onwelfare and you receive approximately $310

a month?
A Yes,
Q And out of that $310, you're to pay out of that

your portion of the rent, food for yourself and your

children?

A Yes.

0 Do you also -- do you havevany other

income?

A - My grant from school.

Q. You call that an income. Is it money that you

get or are you talking about it as being the payment
of the tuition at school?

A After the tuition is paid and the‘books are bought,
approximately two hundred dollars left over.
that for the whole year or is»that -

at's for one semester.

A Right




J. Champion - cross 88
! Q Who is it that pays this grant?

The state and the college. It's half grant and
half éan. Half of it I have to pay back, half of it
;islfxeé;money.

0 All right. 1Is that under a Student Loan Program
6 you're talking about? |
7 A The loan portion is a Student Loan, it's called
8 Hational Direct Student ILoan. The grant portion is
9 a supplementary grant from the college, because the
10 loan that I receive isn't enough for me to
11 school.
12 0 The grant itself, this is the one that
13 gift, not the loan, that's supplied to you b¥
14 A The college, I'believe, but I'm not sure.
15 Q And this is Middlesex County College?
16 A ves.
17 | Q Do you know whether or not they get those funds
18 from the state, the federal government or the county,
the welfare people?

don't know.  I'm sure that it's not the Welfare

ecause the Welfare Board considers it income

22 and takes it away from me. So in essence, I don't get -4
23 they consider it, after my tuition, they don't even
24 || consider books. Six hundred dollars per semester.

25 Four hundred dollars is taken up with tuition and
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Q And that's the eighty dollars?

VA Yes. |

Q What about food? Does she contribute toward
the food?

J. Champion - cross ; 89
books, and the rest is for transportation and lunches

and whatever other expenses I have to assume to go to

(Lﬁélfare does not think, the rules do not allow
you for books. All they consider is my tuition.
Everything else is extra. And they consider it income arnd
increase the price of my food stamps by twenty-five dollgrs
a month.

So, I have to pay twenty-five dollars a month out

of my school loan for my food stamps.

So, I get it but I have to give it bac
state. TIf you can understand that.
0 Yes, I understand.

Now, this friend of yours helps to pay for the

rent, I understand.

A Yes.
Q And she pays fifty percent?
A Yes, that's right.

s there any other expenses that she contributes
the household, other than the rent?

e utilities,




J. Champion - cross , 90

1 A Well, we -~ I take care of two-thirds of the food

pays fifty dollars a month and I pay a hundred

thirty dollars a month.

}4én :atever percentage that comes out to.

5 Q Is that towards food or are you talking about

6 rent?

7 A No, that's food.

8 Q That's food.

9 Now, you also said that you had a 1961 Valiant.
10 A Yes. | ’

11 Q  This 1961 Valiant, when did you purchas

12 A I didn't purchase it, I had it given tk mé'twp
13 months ago after my Volkswagen was stolen.

14 Q And prior to that you had a Volkswagen?

15 A Yes.

16 Q What was the year of that?

17 A Sixty-eight.

18 Q How did you come by the Volkswagen?

bought it when I was still married and living

that would have been brand-new?

22
23 Q I assume that it's your obligation to meet the
24 '1 expenses on the Valiant, for the gasoline, the insurance,

25 et cetera?
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any of them have an income and are not on welfare?

J. Champion - cross i 21

A That's right.

Now, I notice that, of course, in '68 you had a

vehiclé. So that you're not concerned about being
loqaégﬁ‘somewhere where there is mass transportation,

is that correct?

A Well --
0 The housing that you're seeking.
A Mo, that's not a prime consideration.

Q And you are a member of the suit as a member of

the class. Do you understand what that means
A As far as I know, I fit into a certain'
into the economic category of the class. Th
I understand by the class. By ny being low i
Q And do you consider that as being as a result of
your being on welfare or is it because you would be
representing the people who, although may be working,

may have that type of an income, where they would not

qualify?

es. Welfare as well as the wage earners.
you know whether or not there are any members

fclass that are named in this suit, whether or not

If you know.
A Combined income.
MR. CUMMINS: I'm sorry? I can't hear

you.
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J. Champion - cross a2

A Well, I'm having difficulty hearing as well.
MR. INGLESE: Well, why don't you

move over here.

. ¥ou don't know whether or not --
A I don't know specifically. I think Lydia Cruz
works. Ken Tuskey, I don't believe -- he's not on

welfare. I don't know specifically.
0 All right. Now, I don't know, I don't remember

whether or not you testified, and if youdidit's not

quite clear to me, but how did you come abo B
be a member of this class and institute thig

MR. SEARING: I instruct%
witness not to’answer that question.

Maybe that was before you came in.

MR, INGELSE: You instructed her
after I was in, but were advised these
were part of the questions in the answers
to interrogatories.

MR. SEARING: That related to the
question of whether she had signed a
paper authorizing her, a retainer agreement.
Q Mrs. Champion, were you requested to be a member of
the claéé? By anydne?

MR. SEARING: I instruct the witness

not to answer that question.
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J. Champion - cross 93

Q

I'll continue on with the questions and you keep
%gting’her and we can go to court on it.

MR, PLECHNER: I'm disturbed. It
seems to me the question is relevant.
We're here involved in a Class Action, and
the question relates to whether or not
she is in fact a legitimate member of
a legitimate class.

Certainly whether or not this

class is contrived or is a nat
is important and relevant.

I can - not see the preju

S

the plaintiffs' case by the queéjfbniﬁuﬁles
the answer to the question tends to
indicate that she 1is not a legitimate
member of the class claimed.

MR. SEARING: Whether or not she fits
into the definition of the class, of
whether or not she fits into the class
as defined, depends upon certain attributes
that she has.

That‘is not the subject of the question
as I understand it.

MR. PLECHNER: Perhaps we could have

the question read back.




J. Champion - cross 94
(Whereupon, pending question read
back by the reporter.)

MR. SEARING: That gquestion does

not relate to whether she qualifies as a

member of the class.

to it or can lead to information that

4

5

6 ) MR, PLECHNER: I think it relates
7

8 relates to it. This is discovery. The
9

guestion might not be relevant at trial,

10 but it certainly can lead to inj

11 that would detérmine whether o

12 is actually a member of the cl

13 And would help define the €Tdsdde ™
14 well.

15 A class is a group of people that

16 | were more or less rounded up to file suit
17, against twenty-three municipalities?

18 Or is the class a natural group that

came together seeking relief for a condition
that they feel exists affecting them?

I think the question is highly

22 relevant and leads to information. It's
23 a legitimate subject for discovery.
24 '~ MR. SEARING: No, frankly, I think

25 we disagree on that point.
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J. Champion ~ cross 95

-else can make a motion too to Judge Furman.

I don't think that guestion is
relevant, I don't think it goes to
advance the cause of what thié suit is
all about.

The class has been certified in
court. The order has been or shortly
will be signed.

The definition of the class has
been briefed in the appropriate papers,

and counsel had an opportunity

to that when that motion was up
court.

MR. PLECHNER: Wéll, of coeft
was prior to discovery, and one of the
purposes of the discovery is to get at
the facts. That's what we're trying to
do. And we caﬁ't establish the facts withou
the use of discovery, when the faéts
have to be ascertained from the other side,
from the plaintiffs.

MR. INGLESE: Mr. Plechner, if you
don't mind, let me continue on with my
questioning.

I'll reserve this and I'm sure anybody

t




J. Champion - cross 96

1

Q Mrs. Champion, in regards to the other parties,

.. do yod know Cleveland Benson?
| gﬁb' I do not.

Q ‘Have you ever met Cleveland Benson?
5 .

A No, I did not.
6 .

0 Do you know Fannie Botts?
7 .

A o, I do not.
8

Q Have you ever met rgnpnie Botts?
9

A Ho.
10 .

0 Do you know Judith --you know her. D
11 Lydia Cruz?
12 A Yes.
13 Q You met her?
1
/4 A Yes.
15 Q Would you tell me when you first met Lydia Cruz
16 and where?
17 ‘ ‘s

: A The last deposition.

18 Q Prior to the last deposition, had you ever met
19

ruz?

, do you know Barbara Tippitt?

22 A No, I do not.

23 / Q Have youfever‘met Barbara Tippitt?

24 | A Yes, I think I ran into her at the law office of ~--
25 Q You're pointing»at Mr. Lerner?
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Champion - cross : 97
Mr. Lerner,
Had you ever met her before that?

ﬁp you know Kenneth Tuskey?

A Yes, I do.

Q And when did you come to know Kenneth?

A I had a problem with housing, and he was working
in the Housing Department, Welfare, and that's where

I met him.

Q And when was that?

A March 1974.

Q And did he assist you in housing at thd

A Yes, he did.

Q

Was your meeting of Mr. Tuskey at that time purely

on this professional basis?

A

Q

a

A

A

’Yes.

All right. Did you subsequently meet with him
fter that?

Yes, I‘had. I had a problem with a 1andlady;kand

meet with Ken Tuskeyysevéral times after that.
en was that that you had the problem with the
an ééy?

That was between March and June of '74.

You're talking about 19742

Yes.
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J. Champion - cross 98
Q And was it at this time that Mr. Tuskey
ith you about this lawsuit?

MR. SEARING: I object to that

g question and instruct the witness not to
answer.
Q Did Mr. Tuskey, at any time, talk to you about

this lawsuit?
MR. SEARING: I instruct the witness
not to answer that question.

Q Did Mr. Tuskey -- let me finish this if“

of questions. Did Mr. Tuskey ever ask you
a party to this lawsuit?

MR. SEARING: I instruct %ﬁ Witrie
not to answer that question.

MR. INGLESE: Now please give us the
reasons for your refusal to have her
answer these series of questions.

MR. SEARING: The question is not
calculated to lead to any matter that will
advance the suit.

MR. INGLESE: Mr. Searing, I might

W

remind you that it's not for you to determin
where I'm going with this, it's up to me
to determine where I'm going, and under

the rules I have a right to ask the question#.




J. Champion - cross 29
1 MR. SEARING: That's fine. ﬁnder the
rules I have a right to object to your
question and direct the witness not to
answer.
As I understand it, you have a
6 right to move before the court.
70 MR, IﬁGLESE: I also advise. you that
8 this also involves a conversation between
9 the parties, which can be discovered at
10 ' this point.
11 | Still instruct her not to
12 answer?
13 | MR. SEARING: Yes, I do.
14 \ MR. CHERNIN: May I ask a questions?
15 ' Mr. Searing, is your instruction
16 based upon the thought that discussionsk
17‘ between parties outside of counsel's
18 | presence is privileged matter?
MR. SEARING: NNo.

MR. CHERNIN: You agree it is not

privileged.

MR. SEARING: No.

23 MR, CHERNIN: Pardon?
24 || ' MR. SEARING: Yes, I agree it's not
25 privileged. 1It's not between attorney and

client.




J. Champion - cross 100
1 MR. CHERNIN: Therefore, it's not
privileged matter.

MR. SEARING: No.

MR. CHERNIN: May I ask, therefore,
5 what the objection and the instruction
6 is based on?
7 MR. SEARING: I think -- I have
8 entered my objection and was told it
9 wasn't ~-- that I wasn't the proper person
10 to be deciding that. e
11 I think this particular ﬁ
12 questioning is irrelevant, notf
13 to lead to evidence that advanc
14 : issues at hand.
15 | : MR, INGLESE: That's not grounds
16 under our rules.
17 MR. CHERNIN: Excuse me. Mr. Searing)
18 do you understand, or maybe you do or you

don't agfee, that an objection as to

relevancy is not a reason for instruction

to the witness not to answer during

depositions.
23 Relevancy, or the lack of relevancy,
24 |} is not the basis for such instructions.

25 ' The matter must be privileged, at leasit.




J. Champion - cross 101
1 MR, SFARING: 1I'll retain my
objection to this line of questioning.

MR. INGLESE: I might say at this

noint, Mr. Searing, that I intend that

51 | when the application is made to the court
6 , to have her instructed to answer the
7 questions, I will seek costs, which I'm
8 sure counsel will join in, together with
9 ' “the cost of’the reporter, and I will also
10 | request especially that you ha
11 counsel present with you at al
12 - Because of the difficult
13 V running into due to your lack
14 of the New Jersey law in this regard.
15 Q Mrs. Champion, you know Jean White?
16 A ~ Mo, I do not.
17 Q Ever met Jean White? A No.
- 18 Q Out of all of these co-plaintiffs that we're

19 ~ talking about, there's dnly one common person with whom

and knew and that's Mr. Tuskey.

11, I met Lydia also.

2210 ¥ mean you met her after the suit started.
23 A Right.
24 : Q The only person that you met prior to the

25 institution of suit is Mr. Tuskey.
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your answer was, you would not live in that particular

J. Champion - cross 1074

A Yes.

~ .You said earlier you were not a member of the Urbaj

- is that correct?

g?hat‘ s right.
Have you ever been to the Urban League offices?

Ho.

0 You know where the Urban League offices are
located?
A Yo, I don't.

o) Have you met any individudl who was a
the Urban League?

A llot to my knowledge. ‘
Q Do you know whether or not any of the OFREES "
plaintiffs are members of the Urban League?

A llo, I da not.

0 low, would you please =~ I think you explained
to me that the member of the class that you think you
renpresent is the group that would have an income the

same as yours, is that correct?
d in some discussion before, other counsel
asked you whether or not you would live in some particula

subsidized housing, located within Perth Amboy, and

housing, because of the accormmodations and the arrangemen

™
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Q You said that you would.

if it's well maintained.

J. Champion - cross 123

and --

school system, basically.
Well, I'm talking about the building itself.
lﬁat there were some defects in the building,
it was in some disrepair.
A Yes.
0 Clear something up for me, because you just made
a comment. Is the reason why you would not live in
the public housing in Perth Amboy, because of the school
systeﬁ or is it because of the housing or i
A It's both.
Q It's both, okay.
Now,yyou‘said that if we took that buif
and moved it to another municipality, and I think
you were given two examples, one was Spotswood and
one was Jamesburg, and I think also Sayreville. If you
would jjye in it and you said no. Is that correct?

A No, I said yes.

said I would if it were not overcrowded, if it
in disrepair and if it were in a good school

I have no objection to living in a project

Q What is the basis of your conclusion that the proje

iiself is overcrowded?

ct




10
1
12
13
14
15

16

17

18

19

22
23
24
25

J. Champion - cross ' 104
A Just conversations with people of knowledge of it,
iding through the one in Perth Amboy.

And who were some of the people you had conversatid

A I don't know anyone specifically. I mean, I --
I can't think of any specific person. I don't know.
0 Now, are you aware of how many -- the bedroom

arrangement in the apartments in the Perth Amboy Housing3

A think two-bedroom is the highest that it goes.

-

0 And in your opinion, is it overcrowdin

apartment basis or is it on just the overal
A I guess it would be both.
Q Well, you're guessing at this point,
relying on somebody else's information.

Did you ever inquire as to what would constitute
the overcrowding?
A | No, I don't know.
Q I think you said that you did not know where the
tments were, that is, the public housing apartments
New Brunswick, is that correct?
Q Are you aware of whether or not there is any
other pﬁblic housing, anywhere else within the counﬁy,
other than New Brunswick and Perth Amboy?

A To my knowledge, Hew Brunswick and Perth Amboy

ns
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A Ho, I don't.
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have the only public housing in the county.
o you know whether or not there are any other

Q

yalities presently contemplating and in the

A No, I do not know.

Q In Edison Township, if I were to tell you that

‘1

here was contemplation of public housing, would you

Ld

seek to make application to get admittance to that publig

housing, if it was within your financial means?

’:{? S gt

A Yes,.

0 And would it make any difference to y
where it was located within ﬁdison Township
A Only as far as school district goes.
Q Well, Edison Township itself is a total school

district, are you aware of that?

A No.
Q Do you know what a school district is?
A I guess the school district is for the whole

lity, but there's separate schools in the

at's correct. And you also may have a regional

Nz

district, which there are none in Middlesex County.

Now, you know where Inman Avenue is in Edison?

D

Do you know an area called -- Mr. Plechner I know
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can correct me. Potters Village?
MR. PLECHIER: Yes.

otters Village?

'es, I've Leard of it.

0 what have you heard about it?

s

I've heard that it's a ghettoed area in Edison,
the only one.
Q If they put nublic housing in that area, would

you move there?

A Wo, I don't suppose I would.
0 Could you tell me your reason why you
A Mainly because as I understand, Potter'f

a very run down area, and with public housiné
I don't think it would be a proper environment for

my kids.

Q Okay. Now, would it bother you any to move in
an area that is, let's say, fully iptegrated?

A No.

Q Now, can I get an understanding from you as to

r understanding is of, a reflection from you,

r understanding is what constitutes a fully
é@fated community?

A One that holds racial, religious and income,
financial -- people of all races, financial backgrounds

and religions.
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Q Well, so that you're talking about integration,

guigéitalking about an overall factor of the whole

human” race, financial scales, religious scales and

thé?ﬁarious ethnic backgrounds.

A That's ideal integration, yes.
Q How, would you consider that kind of a background
to be percentage-wise or would you -- in other words,

would be fully integrated, would you say, and I will

throw out percentages, but they're not yours, okay?

Let's say, twenty percent black, ten pé€

Puerto Rican, fifty percent white, ten percen

A Yes.

' L R b, AR
Q- Would You figure that there should be certain

percentages of each?

A Yes, I would say.

Q  As a fully integrated community?

A I would say, yes.

0 what about deviations from those various

ges? Do you think there should be deviations?

1, there would have to be deviations, of course,
11, do you think that they should be allowed?

A Réalistically they would have to be, yes, they

would have to be allowed.

Are you aware of the nature of federal funding
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for public housing and where that money is generally

I told you that most of the monies for public
housing given by the federal government is being put
into urban areas, and that this was the only housing
that was available through federal funding, would you
be willing to move in urban areas to get this housing?
MR, SEARING: I object, but I'll
let the witness answer the quesf
Your factual statement is

Your hypothetical is incq

I think misleading. , 3 ¥ 3R
MR. INGLESE: I used the word'lf?

A If -- again, it depends on the school systen.

Education is so very important that if the school 1%

if the housing were there, the school system weren't

any good, I wouldn't move there.

would stay someplace else, and use all my money
ent in order that my kids could go to a

chool, rather than have money left over and poor
education.

Q Sﬁp?osing that through the nrocess that is
presently being contemplated, I assume in the state leve

that the educational system throughout the state was
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balanced out?

hat is, that all school systems in all communitieg

'thfoaghbut the state were guaranteed to give an education

Aag_rég#ired by our constitution. Would you still

consider moving to other communities?

A If the housing were available, and I could afford
it, yes.
0 What we're talking about is your lawsuit here,

saying that municipalities should provide housing
for low income people. And you have said th
not willing at this time to live in Perth A

live in Mew Brunswick, or even if public ho

set up in Edison Township, in Potters Village
would not be willing at this time, with the thoughts
about what it is like, to move there.

If all the education was the same, and there
was housing available for low income people, but only
with Perth Amboy, and only within New Brunswick, would
u be”willing to move to these communities?
I -- well, then the variable would be the
i'ent for my children.
0] MLet's eliminate that variable. Maybe our
Environmehtal Commission will be successful enough.to
clear the air throughout all communities.

A And the projects were not run down, eliminate that
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reutl
A I don't feel that the county is integrated well
endugh.

Q Would you please explain that?

one too.

§nd they were not overcrowded. Yes, I would live

11 right. So that you do lay certain conditions

down for you to ke albile to live within these communities
at this point.

A . Yes.

Q Could you again give me the reason why you are

a plaintiff in this suit?

Y.\ Because I have gone through quite a b

frustration in the past four years, seeking

I've had to transfer my kids from -- my dau

been in three different schools, since kinde®
She's now in second grade.

Every place I go is much too costly for me to
live comfortable. I felt too transieﬂt. I've just --
and I have to stay in the county, because I'm going to
school here.

0 N Now, the reasons you have given me at this point
personal reasoﬁs.

Do you have any reasons great

r personal reasons, in the institution of this

exr
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A If that can be considered personal,I don't know.

wWQuld you explain that tg ne?

z seems to me that there are two concentrations
‘ofrléﬁkincome peoples in Middlesex County, Perth Amboy
and New Brunswick.

The other municipalities are not maintaining their
share. I mean, why does Hew Brunswick and Perth Amboy
have to have these high concentrations and the other

communities not?

Okay, the other communities have low i

people living here and there. Low income pe

working in these other communities. Why is
place for them to live there? Why must they °
and have to commute? Why isn't there a place for them
’to live where they work?

Q Okay. Are you aware of the fact that there are
people who are in higher income that commute to work
in other municipalitiés?

h, yes, of course I am.

you aware that some of these people commute

distances?
A Sure.
Q Do you ~- you know, personally know, people other.

than these plaintiffs in this case who you would consider

members of your class? Do you know their names and

addresses?
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A Do I know the names and addresses of people in

situation?

_%ho you would consider as part of the class that
Spresent in this suit.

A NMames and addresses. Yes, I have some friends
that are in similar situations.

0 Would you be able to supply your attorney

with the names and addresses of those people?

A Not offhand.
Q May I ask why?
A I've lost contact with most of them.

don't know the addresses. I mean, I suppos ;
sat down; went home and looked through my bégks and
things like that I might be able to find them.

Q If the court were to order that all the members
of the class that are known be given nbtice, would you
be willing to do this on behalf of your attorney, so
he can give them notice as to whether or not they want
rt of this suit?

you understand my question?

ah. You want to know if I would in fact give

Mr. Searing the names of anyone I know who would be in

my class.

Q Yes.

- So that he could ask them to come to court.
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1 0 Notify them and request whether or not they want

Lo .be . a member of this class -- a party to this suit.

Vwouldn't see any reason why not to.
kay. I asked you would you be willing to do it.
5 A I suppose.
6 Q You say that rather doubtfully.
7 A Well, I don't understand the relevancy of it.
8 MR. SEARING: The plaintiff is not
9 an attorney and perhaps needs some
10 explanation of exactly what youf
11 at.
12 " MR. INGELESE: She doesn'
13 explanation and I'm not interesﬁé&%ﬁﬁi
14 . giving her an explanation.
15 MR. SEARING: If you want a
16 straightforward answer to your question,
17 | you might have to.
18 I don't think she understands what
you're talking about.

MR. INGLESE: She answered the

qguestion.

MR. SEARING: And you characterize
23 her answer as being doubtful. And I don't
24 || think it's doubtful.

25 ‘MR. INGLESE: The record indicates my
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impressions, my observation of her and
her motions, and it indicated to me there
appeared to be some doubtfulness as to
whether or not’she would be willing to
supnly that information.

MR. SEARING: .And the record
also reflects that she doesn't understand
what you're talking about.

And if you want a better answer, you'd
have to explain to a non-lawyer:
Class Actions are all about.

MR. INGLESE: I assume sﬁ?”
a plaintiff in this suit, Mr. Searing,
and you being her attorney, you have
thoroughly explained to her what she's
doing in this lawsuit, and what she is as
a member of the class and what it constitute

That's your job, not mine.

MR. SEARING: There is no doubt that
that is true. However, I have not gone
into a technical discussion, a law school
discussion of what Class Actions are.

MR. INGLESE: We're becoming rather
argumentative on the record and I prefer

to proceed.
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T MR. SEARING: Fine. That's my wish td

Mow, lMrs. Chaﬁpion, in all of our discussions

%th your problems of housing, you have constantly

iﬁd that you have been looking for an apartment.

When asked about a house,you said that you would

not look for a house, because you just, with your

means now you could not afford a house.

A Yes. There was a time when I -- I still do.

I mean, I look at the houses, where it says, "House

For Rent," in the newspaper. There was a ti
when occasionally one would appear that I c
That time has passed.

Q Is it passed, because you have the feai&éatlon
that even if you could find one at the rent that you
~would like, you still would not be able to afford it?
A It has passed, because the rents have increased
so drastically over the years.

Q What is your understanding of what you would have

if you rented a house?

day?
ll; even before when you were looking.

A | Whether I would live in an apartment or a house,
or a mobile home, or anything, my rent allotment does
knot chénge, it's always the same. It doesn't matter

where I'm looking to live. I can only afford that nuch.

O.
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Q I understand that, but you didn't answer my

n. My question is, what did you contemplate that
d have to pay for a house rental?

- hundred forty to a hundred fifty dollars.

Q Did you consider that that just covered the rent
or did that include the heat?

A That would just be the rent.

Q Did you contemplate whether or not you'd be able

A Yes.
0 The electric?
A Yes.

It was very doubtful whether I could af i
Q Do you feel that there should be houses provided
for members of your class?

MR. SEARING: This is very repetitious
of testimony, of questions asked this
morning. 1I'll allow her to answer, but
I -- I'm sorry you wveren't here to hear
that.

MR. INGLESE: Mr. Searing, I was
here, she was not guestioned in regards to A
she was questiohed in regards to housing

in general, but not houses per se.

MR. SEARING: I'm allowing her to
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| answer. I just think this is repetitioﬁs.
MR. INGLESE: I want the record
to show that I have been here all day.

I may have been -- tﬁere may have
been about ten minutes that I missed.
Repeat the question.
(Whereupon, pending question
read back by theffeporter.)

A Houses would be much more expensive to construct

than apartments, less would be able to be buii
would not expect that a community would buil
income house -- houses, per se.

Q I just want to comment, I'm moved by
as to various costs and things of this matter, and
just bear with me, because I do represent a municipality.
I want to get through some of this questioning.

Now, in your Complaint, you say here, réferring
to you in paragraph 7, the last -~ next to last line.
"She would like to live in a house of her own
uburban part of Middlesex County, to provide
ldren with a healthier environment. She has been
unable to find such housingf"

What I'm trying to get clear here is, are you
or have you actually been loocking for housing or is

this just a desire of yours, which you realistically know|
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be.
A Differentiating between a house and ap#
Q Yes.
A I would settle for an.apartment that I could
afford.
Q I want to go back to the house.
You say that you've been looking for a house.
A Yes.

J. Chamrpion - cross 118

could not bhe provided?

gg;have actually been loocking for housing, for

You've been looking for it, but I'm saying

here, what you're asking for under the class is that
provisions be made by the various municipalities

to provide housing, and in your instance a house, which
vould meet the standatds so that you can afford, or
members of your class can afford to have such a house,

either renting it, owning it or whatever the#

ou think that a municipality should provide

-- houses, houses, for members of your class?
o. |

Q Would you please answer why? K
A Because of what I just stated before. We are in
such need, that it would be impractical right now,

with the economic conditions, to build houses, as
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1 opposed to apartments.
5 A I think that Qould be an excellent idea.
6 0  All right.
7 You say it would be an excellent idea.
8 Do you seek that in this suit?
9 A Do I seek integration in this suit?
10 Yes. That would be part of it.
11 0 Do you have or have you thought of any:
12 or any idea as to how this might be accompl
13 A I think to start off with, if we got so 16w
14 ‘income housing into thése municipalities where there
15 are no low income inhabitants, or very few, that it
16 ~ would not only benefit the low income people, but it
17 would also benefit the middle and upper income people,
18 to have there community integrated.

Q You didn't answer my question. Have you thought

his would be -- of how you would be able to

sh the integration in the communities?

A Long-range, I do not know, but to begin with, low
23 - income housing in the communities.
24 || 0 And if low income housing were provided for the

25 menmbers of your class, and they refused to move out into
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those areas where the low income housing was, wouid
ptemnlate the requirement that some of them move

. We can integrate the communities?

L;?his is an "if" question, T assume. This is a

big "if" question.

Q Yes, it is.

A If the low income pecple decided that they

wanted to live in the ghetto and they did not want

to live in the other communities, would I forge them

to move?

I find that hard to even see.

O Would you prefer not to answer it?

A I -

Q You don't have to answer it if you prefer not to.
A I don't have an anéwer for it.

Q Okay. Could you tell me what your definition of

ghetto is? Because you referred to tha; word on
several occasions.

think a ghetto is a concentration of a low
inority.

1d you consider a ghetto to be an area of
éfﬁﬁlc group, an ethnic group area?

A No; not specifically. A ghetto is characterized by
the condition of the area, the condition in which the

veople are living.
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Q In other words, what you're really saying, I
névwhat you're saying, I'm -- I want to get it
A ghetto is characterized by the area where

jgfufincome people live and what we might say the

‘destruction of the facilities, the buildings, the

sanitation --
A Lack of maintenance and the like, yes.
Q All right.

MR. INGLESE: No other questions.

THE WITNESS: Can I have
minute time out?

MR. CUMMINS: Yes.,

(Discussion off the recor

(Recess at 2:15 p.m.)

(After recess at 2:20 p.m.)

CROSS-EXAMINATION BY MR. CUMMINS:

Q Mrs. Champion, my name is Dennis Cummins, I
t the Borough of Dunnellen.

you know where Dunnellen is?

s, I do.

. Q Where is it?

A It's on the northern side of Woodbridge.
Q The northern side of Woodbridge?

A The eastern side of Woodbridge.
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0 The eastern side of Woodbridge.
Yes. Perhaps I don't know where Dunellen is.

Well, have you ever been in Dunellen?

XAVV;E;gés, I've gone to the movies in Dunellen.
Q ~ You went to the movies in Dunellen.

A Yes,

) How long ago?

A T don't remember.

Q Two years ago, three years ago?

A Within six months.

Q" Was that the first time you had been

A Ho. I've driven through Dunellen. IY

gone to Dunellen for any special purpose, o

to go to the movies.

Q Now, did you drive there yourself?

A Alone in the Car, is that what you mean?
By ﬁyself?

0 Either way. How did you get to Dunellen?

I drove in a car.
fd you drive yourself?

'don't remember. I suppose at one time or

‘another I did drive myself to Dunellen.

Q Now, are you sure that you know where it is?
A No, now I'm not. I don't know the boundaries.

Q You don't know -- you do not.

122
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A

I don't know.

Q

house,

A

0

A

had a

Q

A

afford to live by myself, it would be a consideration.

school systems in Dunellen. I don't know much about

Dunellen at all.

Q

Wbuld
A

Q

o,

b0 you know what part of the county it's located

‘entral northeast. Northeast. I don't know.

Okay. Have you ever looked for housing, either
apartment, or what have you, in Dunellen?

llo. It was too far to consider.

Too far?

HNot for nmyself, but for my roommate.

roommate.,

So that right now Dunellen is --

If I could find a place in Dunellen, I“ébhﬁ%ﬁ

I suppose. But, I don't know anything about the

Do you know how densely populated Dunellen is?

I told you that Dunellen was one square mile
there were seven thousand people in Dunellen,
you accept those figures?

I don't know.

Pardon me?

I suppose. I don't know anything about it.
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'square mile with seven thousand people, that just
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Q Okay.
And, if I told you that Dunellen was the fourth

town in the county, would you accept that

A I suppose.
Q Okay.

Mow, I believe that yvou said before that you
didn't want to live in a place that was too denSely

populated. You didn't want to live in a high population

density area. Was that your testimony befo
A I believe so, yes.
Q So that if you accept those figures t
given you, am I to assume that you would not want to

live in Dunellen?

doesn't compute. What I'm thinking of is more’on a
lesser scale of avartment complexes housing, two bedroomg
g families with five children, and that sort

. That's what I'm sveaking of.

‘can't understand these other figures.

Q I'm not sure that I understand your answer. You
said people with five children. What do you mean by that{?
A Speaking of population density, when I speak of

population density, I am referring to housing projects
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Q
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containing -- with apartments containing more people

jey realistically can contain.

'ou mean where an apartment complex is set up

o0 or three bedroom apartment complex, and twelve

people are living there? 1Is that what you mean?

0 Where do you think those people should live,
people with ten or twelve children?

A I think there should be places for them to live.

I think there should be apartments that have
two bedrooms. Because there are people withg
one or two children.

Q Have you ever talked to any builders? —

A No.
9] Do you think that a municipality necessarily

dictates to a builder fhe number of apartments and

the number of bedrooms that he shouid put in an
apartment house complex?

S.

u think that all municipalities do that?

S.

You do for a fact.say that all municipalities
dictate to a builder that he may not have an apartment
with, let's say, four or five bedrooms?

A Yes.
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MR. SEARING: To the best of

her knowledge.

A The only facts that I have on that are in

this Complaint, in the back there's written up

Zoning Ordinances for each municipality, and every one
states that, when complexes go up, the majority are

one bedroom, there's a small vercentage with two, and

most of them don't allow three bedroom apar
0 Would you look with regard to Dunelleni
A Dunellen prohibits mobile homes and mudk
dwellings.
Q Excuse me. That is not true, and I think for
the record, Mr. Searing, Dunellen does permit multi-
family dwellings.

There are several multi-family dwellings in
Dunellen,

MR. SEARING: What's in the Complaint
was based on the information available
to us at the time.

MR. CUMMINS: Where did you get the
information?

MR. SEARING: I believe from a copy

of the Zoning Ordinance that we have.
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1 But, it stands to be updated 1f
there's another -- 1f there is later
information.

Maybe the Zoning Ordinance we were
preparing the Complaint from was incorrect.

6 And, 1f that 1is so, and I accept your

7 characterization, we can correct the

8 Complaint.

9 I have no objection to that.

10 9] low, assume, Mrs. Champioh, that Dunel

11 permit multi-family dwellings.

12 where do you see that Dunellen étates~

13 prohibits apartments.

14 A I don't see that.

15 Q You don't see that.

16 A No.

17 Q Outside of your reading of that Complaint --
18 withdraw that.

19 : You made a universal statement. You know what

All encompassing. You included everybody.

Do you know for a fact that every municipality
23 in the county does not permit four or five bedroom
24|l apartments?

25 A No, I don't know for a fact. All I know about 1t Hs
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what I've read 1in the Complaint.

Bkay. So that that 1s the factual basis for
swer before.
Phat's raight.
0 would you say that there should be a certain numbep
of five bedroom apartments in a municipality, or should
that be dictated by market conditions or by ordinance?
A All right. We've arrived at this number five

bedroom. This is just --

Q Say four or five bedrooms.

A More than two.

Q Well, I want to have more than three.

A Okay, more than three. Should this be:béééégg

of the need? Now what is it --
Q I'm saying should there be a mandate that each

town must have X number of four and five bedroom

conditions?

would think it should be an ordinance. - Because
‘definitely a need.

'ou say that municipalities, then, should be
fequire@ by ordinance to establish that there should

be X number of foﬁr and five bedroom apartments in that
municipality.

A Yes.
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TQ" kWell, how do you determine, then, in an ordinance,
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0 Regardless of whether or not the market requires

lell, I don't know if you can say regardless,

> 1t's a definite need. 1It's a fact that they're

needed.

Q But you said --

A All right.

0 But vou said you would require it by ordinance.
A By ordinance, yes.

Q And now I'm saying, you would require 3

ordinance regardless of whether or not marke
you know what I mean by market conditions?
A By the need. Right?

Q Yes. By the market conditions, whether or not

A But wouldn't -- but wouldn't one reflect the
other? Isn't the ordinance -- aren't the Zoning Ordinanc
supposed to reflect the market? I mean, isn't that

- it's supposed to work?

there's a need, isn't the drdinance supposed

rected toWard the need?

how many five bedroom apartments Dunellen should have?
A You must consider the number of -- the size of

the family, the number of families in the county. I

S
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suppose that would be done —-lwould be changed when
bigensus was taken.

hat would you .do? Would you build an apartment
2 that would have X number of five bedroom houses

apartments, even though there was no need for them,

~in 19757
A No. In the first place, I would not build an
apartment complex with -- when you build an apartment

et

complex, there should be one bedroom, two bedroon,
three bedroom, four bedroom apartments. |
Q But how many?

A Whatever is needed. Whatever the ratig”is to
number of families in the community, working in éﬁ%
community.

Q But who would establish that? Would it be the
builder or would it be the municipality?

A It would be the municipality.

Q And the municipality, then, as I understand it,
ictate, in 1975, that in a community that has

at they should build an apartment complex, and
t apartment complex should have, let's say, for
‘éiscussion sake, five, four-bedroom apartment units

in thatvcomplex?

A Along with the other gpartments, right.

Q Right.

H_'.
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i I'm getting tired.
Q well, you've been here all day. But, my questions

J. Champion - cross 131
A Yes.

And that that should ke built regardless of whethe

or ngt the builder can rent them or not.

MR. SEARING: Plaintiff has already
answered that question.

She is not a pnlanner, and I think
the continuation of these hypothetiéal
situations is beginning to border on
harassment,

I realize I have a conting

objection, but I think the reca
show that ~-- show my specific g

this instance,

aren't harassing you, are they?
A They seem to be quite repetitious.
MR. LERNER: Will you stop asking
on the record?
(Discussion off the record.)
(After discussion.)
MR. CUMMINS: I would like that on
the record, in view of counsel'é objection.

MR. LERNER: Well, if you want it on,
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put it on.

Now, would you say that the municipality should

; that this new apartment complex have four, five

om apartments, and that that should be dictated

by ordinance? I believe that's your previous testimony,

1s that correct?

A On the basis of need.

Q well, would that need be based upon population

figures in 1975 or projected vopulation figures?

A well, I suppose with the rate of popu
increase, it would certainly have to be pro
Q Then, supposing now that a particular ¢
has a population need of four in 1975, but in
it has either a population need of, either two, or of
ten.

What would you do than?
A So we have an instance of either two apartments
being vacant or a need of six more. Right?
0 S.
can't see the plausibility of a decrease in
t, hypothetically, if there were ten more needed |-
six“more needed, rather, I would build them.

The two that are 1yin§ vacant, I don't know what

in half and make four apartments. I don't know.
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A

Q Who would build them?

Who would build them? Construction concern,

munig¢¥pality and the state and federal government.

gho would own them?

A I have no idea. I don't know how that would work
out best. I don't know how that works.

0 Right now you're experiencing some difficulties
yourself, the difficulty is because of the fact that

perhans you may not be able to afford where you are now

in June.
A That's right.
Q Now, do you know if the reason why you

b

be .able to afford where you are now in June,~i#
because of rising heatingycost or riséing taxes or both,

or don't you know.

A Both.

Q Heating costs and taxes?

A Yes.

Q Then is it your understanding that the people who

apartment will have to pay higher taxes?
S.

‘Do you know why they will have to pay higher taxes]
A I believe there was just a property tax increase
or something.

Q Because of re-evaluation, you mean?
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J. Champion - cross 134
A I really don't know anything about the taxes.
Q. ~aWell, will it be because of increased taxes for

schoa££ or for nunicipal services?

i thought it was a property tax increase, but

I really don't know.

Q Now, do you know where that property tax increase
goes to?

A No.

Q You do not.

A No.

Q Do;you know that the property tax com

primarily the municipality and the county?
A The property tax comes”from the county%
Q Strike that.

The property tax goes to the’municipality and

the county? Do you know that?

A Yes.
Q Pardon me?

A Yes,
d do you know that, because you are receiving
from Middlesex County College, that that in

some small way affects your rent?

Q You didn't know that.

A No.
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Q Okay. And if the tax ~- strike that.
If the municipality were to be caused to have

'7f1, this apartment complex, do you then realize

ur taxes then would increase and you'd have to
pay more rent?

A You mean the people outside the low income housing,
eve;yone else 1s what you're saying?

Q I'm including the people who are in low income
housing. .

A If a low income project is built, taxe

everyone has to pay increased taxes.

Q Yes.
A Yes,
0 You understand that concept.
A Yes.

Q You mentioned an exception for low income housing.

" Why did you mention that as an exception?

A For the increase in taxes?

Yes.

ople in low income housing -- the people in low
oﬁsing don't have the money to pay the tax.

on't own anvthing.

0 Well, isn't the unit itself owned by someone?
A Yes.,
Q Well, do you think that the person who owns a
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unit should himself have to pay the taxes out of his
“pocket?

I really don't know, but I would think that
«pefhaés it should be the people with the majority of
the;money‘who should help pay the taxes that are going
to build this low income housing.

Q What do you mean by that? A property tax or an
income tax or what?

A I don't know how these things work. I don't know
how they're divided up. »

‘I don't really know where the monies

I do know that you can't get money from a pq

&

s

tax money from a poor person to build low in me/houging.
You would have to get the money from the people that

had money.

Q Now, how long have you been on welfare?
A Four years, I guess, almost.
Q Four years.

hd when you were contacted by this suit -- strike

When you were contacted concerning this suit,
did yourcontact in any way come from the Welfare Board?
A Yes.

Q Who?
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MR. SEARING: I object to that
question and instruct the witness not to
answer.
This 1s the same line of questioning
we went through w1tn‘Mr. Monroe, trying
to come in the back door. DNot calculated
to lead to evidence that will advance
the issues and I‘have verfectly legitimate
grounds to answer the question.
Q | Can you tell me when vou were contacted
representative of the welfare Board?
| MR.’SEARING: I lnstrUCtv
not to answer:
0 Have you ever appeared in Domestic Relations

Court, Middlesex County Domestic Relations Court?

A Yes.
Q How long ago?
A Two years, perhaps, somewhere around there.

w many times did you appear? Just once?

Twice. The last time two years ago?
A Approximately.
Q You feel that right now the only way that you

can subsist, if you will, with integrity, would be
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J. Champion - cross | 138
through subsidized housing.

Yes.

; don't mean to demean that word integrity, but
@’lt's very imnortant.

- Now, how long in your lifetime will you expect

A Perhaps two or three more years.

0 WOuld yQu then, perhaps, be required to move?
A wWould T then perhaps be required to move?

0 Yes.

A Were I living in subsidized howusing,

Q Yes; Ma'am.

A If T were no longer low income housinqék;

were no longer low income, then I should be required
to move and leave my place for someone who is low income|
Q And at that point, when you would be required to
move, do you feel that you would be in a different class
other than the class that you represent now?

A Financial class?

es, Ma'am.

re. If I wasn't making low income, I would have
in a higher income class.

Q And then do you feel, at that time, you would

be able to afford whatever housing the market makes

available to you?
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- A Then I don't understand.
Q Do you think a group of people, not necessarily
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A I would hope so.

a municipality has little or no vacant land,

u think it should be required to provide low
housing?

A If it hasn't any place to build it, it can

not be built.

0 Now, do you think a town -- let's assume that

a town has maybe some land. Do you think that that

town should be required by law to make an application

for federal funding?
A Yes.

0 Do you think that a group of people wh

(44

together have the right to determine that they d/wﬁgﬁ
want it -~ if I can use this word, the bureaugracy of
\having to concern themselves with federal government
bureaucracy. Do you understand my question?
A Yes.

What you're saying is, you have a group of people,
middle income, living in an area, there's

ve land next to them, and the federal government

build low income housing ~--

upper middle income, but a group of people, has the
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right to say, they do not want to have to deal with
3l bureaucracy? Do you feel that people have

that right?

0 You do.
A Yes.

Q Okay.
Would you also say that right would hold for a

small town?

A If a group of people, or a small towné
want to put up with federal bureaucracy, bed
did not agree with it for some reason, thenn 
would have the right, I would think, to figﬂ% i
o) Let me breface my question with this.

Are you familiar with the Robinson versus Cahill

case?
A No.
Q Are you familiar with the Botter Decision?

e you familiar with the problems of property
us a broad base tax in New Jersey?

A No.
Q How, with re§érd to the class that you represent,
do you feel that the class you represent is one that

is permanent or temporary?
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A Temporary. In some cases, permanent in others.

nd you feel, then, that you represent both classes

0 Can you identify for me those sections of that

A A low income wage earner, the large family, no
education. He will not get a better job. He'll be

right here in this niche, always.

Q How do you feel that you personally reas*i
that particular person, as a member of the df
A Because I have been struggling just a
Q Do you have any, either social or admi'féf”’tiﬁé-;
ties to this type of person? If you don't understand
my question, I'll rephrase it.
A Please do.
Q Surely.
You mentioned the class that's more permanent,

S.
d you gave a good example. Are you in any way,
membership in any organization, or through
any liaison, in any\way, connected to people who would
formthat class?

MR. SEARING: I object, but the

witness can answer,
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A I can't think of anyone offhand.
can not think of anyone offhand that I

d say, yes, I know him, he's in that permanent

But, I don't discount the possibility.

Q But, you're not ‘a member of any organization
of which --

A No.

0 That's tied to --

A No.

Q Okay.

May I inquire, the only organization

TIT

tion in this suit would be your relationship with the

connected with that has any bearing upon clal

County Welfare Board, is that correct?

A Yes.

Q You are not a member of any other organization,
either social, religious, civic or anything else,

wherein you're tied into any member of the class in

Do you know of your own knowledge whether or not
at the time of the lawsuit there were any notices sent
to anybody else who was receiving welfare in Middlesex

County, from the Middlesex County Board of Taxation -~
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Middlesex County Welfare Board.
A

No, I have no idea. I don't know.

Pid you receive such a notice about the

fément of this suit?

A From the Welfare Board?

0  Yes, Ma'am.

A No.

Q Pardon me?

A No.

0 You, then -- did you receive a notice

commencement of the suit?

MR. SEARING: I object to
question and instruct the witne’
answer.

MR. CUMMINS: Mr. Searing, that's
a rather very simple question. It can
be answered yes or no.

MR. SEARING: I realize that.

MR. CUMMINS: Just calls for, did
you know when the suit was started and
did you receive -~

MR. SEARING: That's not what you
asked.

‘Okay. Withdraw the question.

Did you know when the suit was started?
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A As far as I'm concerned, yes. For me, I guess

ed in either May or June of last year. That's
ack as I know of it.

And was that as a result of a personal contact

or something in writing?

MR, SEARING: I instruct the

witness not to answer that question.

Q As a result of your knowledge of the lawsuit,

did you pass that knowledge onto anyone else?

A I spoke of it with acguaintances.

Q Personal friends?

A Yes.

0 You ﬁever addressed any public body.

A No.

0 Concerning it.

A No.

0 I dén't know if I asked this question or not.

Beaf with me. TIf I did, I don't expect an answver.

Did you look for any housing in Dunellen? Did

don't remember. Not --

MR. SEARING: You did ask that
question and got an answer. And the
ansﬁer was something like, it was too

far for her roommate.

144
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A Yes, right.
kay. And you never looked for housing.

guess 1t was in the newspaper, and I looked

Nothing came up -- I saw nothing that I could
consider, I guess, because I don't remember it.
MR. CUMMINS: I have no further

guestions, thank vyou.

CROSS-EXAMINATION BY MR. WOOD:

Q My name is Christopher Wood, appearing
behalf of Jamesburg and South River.

First of all, do you know where Jamesburg is?

A Yes.
Q Have you looked for housing in the Borough of
Jamesburg?

A No, I have not.

By that I mean, have you looked for it physically

ked in the newspapers also?

have a problem with the Jamesburg school system.

Q Do you know where the Borough of South River is?
A Yes, I do.
Q Have you looked for housing in the Borough of

South River?
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A Yes.
Q Was that on one occasion or more than one occasion?
A That was one occasion.

Q, were any of the apartments offered to you?
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A Yes, I have.

jave you looked within the past three years?

gow many occasions? Approximately.

A Three,

0 Let's take occasion number one. Do you recall
when that was?

A Yes.

That was from June to November of 1972.

street from the high .school.
Q That was the only place you looked?
A No. I looked in'the newspaper for separate
residences.

I even went to look at a couple places, but they
were quite run down, and highly over priced.
hen you went to look at Johnson Gardens, or the
£ complex across from the high school, did

ically look at the apartments there?
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A No. I had some problems there. For one thing,

here, they were fifteen dollars higher than

er said. Which I thought was quite interesting.

the

’"l TE R
Q You don't hold that against the borough itself,
do you?

All right, go ahead.
A The apartments were too much for me to afford
on my own, so this was going to have to be with another

person. They weren't big enough for four peé

And that was about 1it,

Q Did any of them have more than one bed
you recall?

A There was a two bedroom, but the woman -- the reason
that we stopped consideration of it was, one, they

were too small, two, the woman that wouldn't allow

us an application, because I was on welfare, and because
I was going to be living with another girl. She somehow

thought that that --

ou looked at two other dilapidated houses at
about the same time in South River?
A Yes.

0 Did you look at any other apartment complexes in
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South River?

A In the newspaper, 1f any came in the newspaper,

and I thought they were within reach, I would call.

0 Did you go beyond the calling point with any

of them?

A No. Just the one complex and the two apartments.
One was a home and one was a -- I don't even,

it was.

0 Duplex?

A It was upstairs over a store.

Q Now, a couple of these gquestions may be

repetitive, maybe they were asked before I got here.
First of all, the Complaint says you live with somebody
in New Brunswick now, right?

A In Sayreville.

Q Sayreville, I'm sorry.

MR. SEARING: That's a typo. That

New Brunswick should be striken.

Does this other girl, does she contribute to
your rent?
A Yes.

Q I assume you have a budget in the family group,




J. Champion - cross 149

1 I'l1l call it, that'encompasses both your income and
Ders?
‘4 es.

;14' Q 1'd like to go into your background a little bit,
5 aﬁd’I AOn't meanAto offend you, but I'd like to very
6 quickly develop it, maybe four or five questions.

7 Were you born and raised in Spotswood. I don't
8 mean physically born, but raised in Spotswood?

9 a Yes.

10 | Q And your parents live in Spotswood now}‘

11 that correct?

12 A Yes.

13 Q Do your parents own a family home thereé

14 A Yes.

15 Q = How long have they owned that home?

16 A ~ Approximately twenty years.

17 0 Are you an only child or do you have siblings?
18 A I have two sisters.

19 . Q Are they older or younger?

23 Q How old is she?
24 f A Fifteen.

25 Q And your age is?
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1
A Twenty-six.
!, And the older sister?
"Twenty-two.
B 2“~fs your father employed?
5 ,
A Yes.
6 .
' Q Where does he work?
7 A Peter J. Switzer's.
8
(O Is your mother employed?
9
A Yes.
10 ;
0 Has your mother been employed for a n
1 years?
12 : . ; Earons
A I believe she's been employed for abouf#ight
13 years. She works for the Boy Scouts of America, North
14 Brunswick.
15 Q  How long has your dad been employed at Switzer's,
16 do you recall?.
17v A Ten years, maybe.
18 Q Do you know what your -- strike that.

en did you leave the family home?

66.

you know what your dad's income was at that time

22 A I have no idea whatsoever.
23 Q Was your mother working then?
24 A Mo.

25 Q Did you complete high school?

“J
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A Yes.

pid you have any college while you were living

0 Your twenty~-two year old sister, was she provided

any college education by the family?

A NO.

Q Did she finish high school?

A Yes,

Q Is she going to college now?

A Ho.

Q Has she ever been to college on her

A No.

¢ The fifteen year old sister, is she in high school?
A Yes.

Q Is she taking a particular course in high school,

do you know?
A I believe she's taking the college curriculum.

Q Do you know if she has any plans to attend

s, she does.

Would your parents have been able to afford a
college education for you while you were living at home?
In your opinion.

A I don't think they would have been able to do it
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1 comfortably, but I think they would have done it if

ted it.

Perhaps, yes, but I really don't know.
liow 0ld were you when you were married?
Eighteen.

and you have two children, is that correct?

9 A Yes.

10 o) The last time you resided with your huf

11 ~ when?

12 A 1972,

13 Q Was there a divorce granted?

14 A : Yes, February of '74.

15 Q Who represented you iﬁ that proceeding, do you
16 recall?

17 A IL.egal Services.

18 Q Your hushand deserted you about two years ago or

years ago or something like that? Well, the

e he lived with you, did he desért you
lely at that point?

I kind of object to the word desertion.

22
sl o welr -
24 ; A Whatever.

25 Q Did you leave the marital house or did he?
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1 A He did.
gas he supported you since that time?

geid: Q.- ‘¥Now, how long have you been going to college?

5 A Almost three years.

6 Q Are you going full-time?

7 A Yes.

8 Q For this whole three years?

9 A No.

10 Q How far are you in your college?

11 A I'm in my last semester of my second j

12 I had some difficulty with illnesses, .

13 taken me a little longer.

14 0 In May or June you will have fully completed

15 two years of college?

16 A Yes.

17 Q Have you been attending college full-time since
18 September of 19747

S. —-—- Now wait a minute.

sptember of '74, I started out full-time, I

imonia, and I was in the hospital for quite a

22 iong time, I dropped to part-time. I resumed full-time
§23 in January of '75.
24 ' Q How many days a week do you attend school?

25 A Five,
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Q Are both your children school age?

No.

;-My daughter is in second grade, my son goes to
the day care center at Middlesex County College.
0 Do you have somebody that babysits for the two

year old-- for the second grader, when he comes home
from school?

A Usually I'm home on time. Today I'm not. My

neighbor is taking care of her.

Q You pay your neighbor when she babysi

A No.

Q ' Do you reciprocate with your neighbor sbme

way?

A Yes.

Q ’What time do you get u? in the morning?

A Six-thirty. Quarter to seven sometimes, when I'm
lazy.

aAnd you prepare the two year old for school, I
the second grader for school?

second grader and the four year old.

Q And prepare the four year old to go to Middlesex
County Cbllege with you.

A Right.

Q What time do your classes start?
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A ’y"f%wo~thirty. This semester. The semesters vary
also.

Q Okay. How, do you have any part-time employment
whatsoever?

A No, I don't.

time.
- Your ex-husband's in-laws reside at all locally?
A Spotswood.
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A It varies from nine to ten to eleven.

x-What time are you finished at the latest, on any

giveg &ay?

0 The other girl that lives with you, is she employed

q,"

A Yes.»

Q Full-~time basisg?

A Yes.

0 Have you looked for part-time employmeﬁ%?

A In the summer. I just am physically unable to do

it and go to school and raise two children at the same

ve you ever looked to them for help?

+ you indicate that the New Brunswick school

KEein

system is not satisfactory to you, is that right?

A Yes.,

Q Have you actively examined the New Brunswick school
system?

A llo.
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(]

By that I mean have you gone there.
-Yes, I know what you mean. No.

'ou have not gone there.

@]

Do you know about the !New Brunswick school system

by word of mouth?

A Yes.

0 What bothers you about the Mew Brunswick school
system?

A There's too rmuch time taken up in discf

Q I'll be very frank. Let me ask you thi

e T
New Brunswick that's reflected in the school system?

A Yes.
Q Do you feel that there's an over-concentration of
blacks?

A I don't know about the racial concentration, I
really can't voice an opinion on that.

your main concern that, from what you're told,
normal learning process is somehow hampered
1scipline‘problem?

A Yes,

Q

Do you have the same complaint about the Perth
Amboy school system?

A Yes.
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Q Do you have that complaint about any other school

system in the county, to your knowledge?

0 How, as opposed to the attorneys that represent
you in this case, did you £fill out any questionnaire
or vrovide any personal background information to

anypbody in the Urban League?

A KNo.

0 Did you provide that information orallf
administrator, let's say, ofkthe Urban Leag
A . No.

Q Do you feel that if pfivate housing were available
within your budgetary means, that that would be
satisfactory to you?

Do you feel 1f private housing, as opposed to
public housing, were available to you, within your
budgetary means, that would be satisfactory?

o .

you lived in a small residential house, say
orough of Jamesburg, and there was vacant
land immediately adjacent to you, would you object if

there were a huge apartment complex constructed next to yq{

A No, I don't believe so.
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Q That would not bother you.
w1 don't thinik so.

§uppose within that complex ninety percent of

e2lling units had two or more children? Would
that concern you?
A lo.
Q Do you feel recreation is important to your

family needs?

A Yes.

Q Do you expect that recreation to be pr¢
privately or publicly?

A well, both. I think there's an oblig

’!pﬁbliely to provide recreation forAchildre%.
Q When I say recreation, I mean recreation encompassi
let's say, all sports, from organized team sports to
simply walking. Is your answer still the same?

A Yes.

Q Mr. Cummins was asking you a series of gquestions
phe circle, so to speak, of public funding and
ate return of the burden to the taxpayer.
hink that's what he was getting at. Did you
A Yes.

Q Does that bother you?

A It bothers me to the extent that the middle class
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person seems to me to be hit with the purden, whereas

per class has so many ways of getting around it.

In other words, it bothers you that, for instance,

and, fon't mean to be facetious by this question, that
that tax burden 1is ultimately returned to some people,

such as your parents?

A Yes, it bothers me. But, I don't see an alternative.
Q Does public debt bother you?
A Yes.

Q One of the basic reasons that you don’
for instance, if somebody was willing to rer
private apartment, at two hundred dollars a-
reason that you don't go in and take the housing is
because you can't afford it, is that correct?

A Yes.

Q Based upon your budget, regardless of the
source of money.

A Yes.

You can not afford that, is that correct?

S. |

you undérstand the burden of the public debt
comes to rest upon most governmental agencies with
public spending today?

A Okay.

0 Do you understand that?
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A Yes.
And do you realize that basically that does occur,

in most municipalities, not all, most counties,

surely the federal government.
Do you understand that?
A You'll have to repeat that.
0 In other words, I'm asking you a very broad

e

question. And what I'm saying is that not all

B

municipalities are having a problem with debt
counties, not all states have a problem with’;
I'm asking you, do you understand thaty

?_

you recognize that as a problem?

A Yes.

Q Does that bother you?

A Yes.

Q Why does that concern you, or why does it bother
you?

don't understand, I'm not following. You're
have to go around again.

u indicated it did bother you?

Aﬂ ' i£ bothers me that the middle income person is
hit with‘the burden of the low -- of supporting the
low income person.

0 You don't believe in deficit spending for yourself -
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A Which means spending noney I don't have.

ZThat's correct.

Qi don't, I don't believe in that.

w; the end of a month, you want your budget to

balance, so to speak, is that correct?

A Yes. It usually balances.

0 Do you think that's wise in federal government?
A Ideally, of course.

Q That a budget --

A Yes.

Q That a budget balances. Do you think

be?

A Yes, sure.

Q Do you think that's true of state, county,

municipal government?

A I believe that we ~- it all operates 1in deficit.
Q Do you think that's wise that it does?

A No, I.don't think that's wise.

MR, WOOD: No further questions.
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CROSS-LEXAMINATION BY MR. PLECHINER:

1'm Dick Plechner, I represent the Borough of

Eta. [First I'd ask you do you know where the

y of Helmetta is?

A Yes.

0 Pight next to Spétswood.

A - Yes, it certainly is.

Q Have you attempted to find housing 1in the Borough

of Helmetta?

A I don't believe I've ever -~ I've newv

there physically, myself, to search. I don'

believe I've ever seen any in the newspaper.

Q Never made any particuiar effort to loc
A HNo.
Q ilow, you stated before that you wanted to live

Why do you want to live in a suburban area?
A T think’it's a beﬁter atmosphere to raisé children
in than in a city.
w, ‘what about a suburban area makes the better

ere in which to raise children?

A Less population density, more trees, usually
better degree of education.

Q Do you feel that the population density has

an effect on this?
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4. And you feel that a lower density 1s more desirablg

. correct?

Q/ And do you feel that a preponderance of one family
homes is’desirable over a preponderance of multi-family
hdﬁ51ng?

A There should be a mixture of both, but speaking

in those terms, I suppose a mass of one family dwellings

would be better than a mass of multi-family 3

Q Again, typically, if you prefer suburb
you feel that these houses should be on adequ

lots, isn't that correct, rather than all pu#

A This is single family dwellings we're speaking
of here?

Q Yes.

A Yes, they would have to be substantial size, so

that you can't ~- you don't have to get up and stare
at your neiéhbor out the window.

hd this makes for more healthful, pleasant living,|
it?

Ideally.

Q And where there's multi-family housing involved,
you would prefer, again, these houses to be built on

larger areas, where there are green spaces, is that
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correct?

Yes.

&nd how do we achieve tﬁis type of an ideal?

I suppose, to begin with, we may go over the
Master Plan for zoning in Middlesek County. I think
there's room for low income housing in the basic planning
of the county.

0 But, to achieve the type of housing you just
described, we have to create zoning, don't we?

A We have to create different zoning thafe

now, yes. |
0 And in what way do we have to make thes
A We have to take some of the land away;i&
industrially zoned, and putting it into residential,
if complexes or multi-family dwellings fall in residentia
I suppose they do.

Q So you feel that more industrial land should be
zoned residential in Middlesex County?

A I feel there's an abundance of industrially 2zoned
in Middlesex County.

w, where do you feel that this is located,

specifically?

A Oh, I ¢on't know specifically. I really don't

know. I don't know which tracts of land are zoned

what. I just have read the statistics and know that

l.
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there's something like forty percent of the land

d industrial is not needed for industry.
Nell, are you familiar with the make up of any

°f ﬁﬂi$ land, the topography of any of it?

A o, I'm not.

Q Mow, you live in the Borough of Sayreville,
correct?

A Right.

Q Are you familiar with the industrial lands in

the RBorough of Sayreville?
A Ho.

0 You know where industry is located in

don‘t,you?
A Yes.
Q Is there any place in Sayreville where industry
is located that you would like to live?

A | No, but I'm sure that there's a lot of land, nbt
necessarily in SaYreville, but other places, wvhere
it's zoned industrial, and it might be compatible for
S.

, you don't really know this of your own

cnowledge?
A I don't'know this, no.
Q Do you feel that land should be rezoned from

residential to anything different?
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A , I'm not.

né Are you familiar with the school system in Helmetta]
A No, I'm not.

Q Would you want to move into a town that had no
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A I think we are in such a def1c1t ot residential
hat 1t would seem qguite ludicrous to rezone
;?tlal areas.
mfﬁi you find nothing wrong with the present
residential zoning in ﬁhe county, is that correct?

MR. SEARING: The plaintiff is not --
A I don‘t know these things.

MR. SEARING: The plaintiff is not

a professional planning or zoning expert.

¥y

MR. PLECHNER: ‘I think w

notice of the fact she's not ak%
planner, but she is a plaintif
suit. I'm trying to find out what sH; éoest
know.
0 So basically, you have no quarrel, you personally,
with any of the residential zoning in the county, is
that correct?
A Only that there's much too little of it. Which

18 nok.foo much.

schools over fifth grade level?
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A If the schools that the children were sent to
quate, I would have no objection. |
ell, if the schools the children were sent to
_ymesburg and Cranbury, would you want to move
into the town?

A I don't know Cranbury, but Jamesburg I would not
want to send my daughter to,; no.

Q- I presume you - wouldn't want to move into Helmetta,
A If that's how it works.

Q Would you want to movVe into a town wi,;

and water?

A No.

Q Now, does yourkhusband pay you any su?%ort at’ail?
A No, he does not.

Q Do you know where he is?

A No, I don't.

Q What are you basic skills as a worker?

A Secretarial.

ave you attempted to obtain secretarial employment

V)

bt since I've started school.

A Because I want to do social work. I don't want
to sit in an office. I do it in the summer. I'd like
to train myself for something other than secretarial

work.
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Q But, if you did obtain a job, wouldn't you be

idon't think so, no.

ﬁ other words —-- go ahead.

A. I don't think I could get a salary high enough
to have my rent increased that much, because at the
same time I'd have doctor bills, which I don't have
now, under the Medicaid system, and I wouldn't have
the Food Stamp Program, and I really, right now, don't

know what secretaries are getting, but I woui’

Q Well, wouldn't it be more than you're

through welfare?

make too much to retain any welfare.
And your Food Stamp Program is based on a ratio

rs of household and monthly income, is it not?

MR. SEARING: 1Is counsel reading
the newspaper?
MR, PLECHNER: Yes.

MR. SEARING: Are you taking guestions
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| from there?
MR. PLECHNER: I'm looking up
statistics in it.
The next gquestion I'm taking from it.
Q Is it not a fact that with a net income of $4l9.9§
a month, family of three, you would still be eligible
for food stamps?
MR. SEARING: Tell us the source
of the statistics.
Q Army Times, March 26, 1975, page 4.
MR. SEARING: Column?

MR. PLECHNER: 1It's a blogh

A I don't know.

The food stamps -- getting the food stémpskisn't
what counts. How much you pay for the food stamps
is what counts.

You can get a hundred dollars a month for twenty
dollars,vor you can get a hundred dollars a month fork
ollars.

11, do'you know the figure that you would be
to get? Would you believe you could get a
ﬁu;éf;d twenty-two dollars for a hundred and four dollars

at that salary?
A I would, ves.

Which is a savings of how much?
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. ingome, is that correct?

be_a secretary, but would rather be a welfare worker,
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Q Which would be a savings of, I think, eighteen

get -more food stamps for less money, with a lower
A Right.
Q Lower net income.
Have you made any effort to determine what your
financial situation would be if, instead of going to

college, you went to work?

A No, I have not.
Q Why have you not?
A Because I do not want to do secretariaj

would like to continue my education and do SGC f“f
Q Do you think if I decided to become a doctor
instead of a lawyer that I would be justified in quitting
work and having the government support me?
A No.

Q  Well, why do you feel, because you don't want to

ernment should support you?

ou have had some education. I have had none.

Qw A£ what limit do you dfaw the line as to how much
education you'd be entitled to at the expense of the
taxpayers?

A I think I should be entitled to four‘years of college.
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Q But no graduate school?

No graduate school,

ou say you own an automobile, is that correct?

: es, that's right.

LR

Q And it's an old automobile?

A It certainly is.

Q Is it an adequate automobile?

A Presently.

Q Is it in good condition?

A No.

Q Do you feel that the municipality sho

you for a new automobile?

A No, I do not.

Q But, you feel they should for housing.
A Yes, I do.

Q And how do you make the distinction?
A I can't live in my car.

Q And you can't travel in your house.

: o, I can't.
4
ave you considered a mobile home?

MR. SEARING: We have talked about tha

transportation not, is that correct?
A I think public transportation system could be

worked on. But, I think, shelter is gquite a necessity.
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Q You presently are provided with shelter, is that

~¥es, I am.
should be subsidized? What standard of living?
A What standard of living? It should be safe and
should have enough room, shouldn't be crowded, shogldn't
be over priced.

That's enough right now.
Q Now, is Sayreville safe?
A - Is Sayreville safe? 1It's very safe w

living right now.

Q Pardon me?
A It's safe where I'm living, my apartment where
I'm living is quite safe.

Q How much room do you have?

A‘ I have a bedroom, my son and daughter share a
bedroom, and I héve a living room and a kitchen and a

room, and that's it. And my roommate has a

ow old is your roommate?

A Twenty-five.
Q So you have room, is that correct, in which to live
A Yes,

o] And, obviously, you can afford the house you're

2
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A My rent is paid, but I do without quite a bit in
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living in, because you're living there, is that

;b o gt?

itat is not obvious at all, no.
Q s your rent paid to date?

order to pay the rent.

Q Well, isn't that life? Don't we all do without
some things?

A Some of us do without much, much more than others.

0 How do we obtain those things that we

A How do we --

Q How can we obtain them?

A We educate ourselves and go out into theMW6$§ing
world and help each other.

Q And we attempt to work to obtain funds to buy
these things, don't we?

Ak That's right.

Q Now, you spoke before of upper class, middle

"ﬁ}d lower class.
d, that the burden of subsidized housing should

the upper class. How do you define these classed?

A Income-wise.
Q And would you give us a bracket for each of these
classes?

A Oh, I suppose, depending on the size of the number
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of dependents --
ell, for a family your size.

T guess lower class would end at, maybe six

twenty. Perhaps that's unrealistic. Upper middle,
twenty to twenty-five. I guess, maybe -- I really
don't know, perhaps thirty thousand a year with two
children is still upper middle.

MR. SEARING: Just to the best of

your knowledge.
A I guess upper might be -- start at thi
to forty thousand, lower upper.
Q And you feel that the tax burden, then, should
fall in this upper ciass, thirty-five and up, is that
correct?
A Yes. As well as the government. Not the class
itself. The government has a hand in this also.
0 Well, where does the government get money?
k #ll, all right --

MR. SEARING: I believe her
characterization, from Mr. Wood's question
was, that it bothered her to have the
burden fall upon the middle class.

I don't believe she designated a

class that should bear the burden for
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housing.

MR. PLECHNER: I think she did, but
it doesn't matter.
];@o you think there's a particular class that
should bear the brunt of the burden?
A I think that it should be worked out on a’ratio,
on a scale. You can't say the middle class should bear
that much of the burden and the upper class should
bear the same amount.

I don't know how the tax system goes.

know what percent of what tax would go to t

subsidized housing units. I don't know how :
But, it seems to me that the people with e

most money should help the most.

Q And who are those people?

A I guess -~ if we're designating class,

socio?economically, that it should be the people who

make the most money, which would be the upper class.

_Okay. Now, do you feel there is sufficient

d sufficient numbers in the upper class to

these things that you feel are required of

government?

A I don't have -- I have no idea what the statistics

on class number are.

Q Now, do you feel that, for instance, if I have a
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young lady who is working for me who is supporting

Ajand two children, a .secretary's salary, do

Aink she should be subsidized?

;f she isn't making enough money to support

If she falls into a certain wage earning category,
I do.
Q Now, do you think she should stop work and go to

college and be supported?

A I think if that it is her desire, tha

not be denied it, any more than anyone else.’

o} In other words, you feel whether one w

pufsues other interests, should be a matter gﬁﬁéhdiéé;

rather than necessity.

A I think they both have to be taken into consideratilon.

I don't feel that someone should be denied

secondary education, if they want it.

Q We're not talking secondary education now, we're
,1king higher education.

éy, higher education, excuse me.

they want it, I think we should -- I think we

should have a free education system. |

Q Up'how far?

A Four years, B.A., as some other states do. I

think the productivity return, perhaps, is increased when
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Q ,?$6u think there should be any age limitation?
;,Agf- f§o when you can start school?

Q Yes.

A Certainly not.

Q You don't think the state should only support

A No. Your assumption is. quite wrong.
Q ' Well, what do you feel the sequence should be?
A I feel that the easiest thing to do, if your
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you go to school. It takes you four years, but you

those who continue school before having children, rather

than waiting until after they have two children and

then supporting them and the children?
A Definitely not.

Q You feel, I presume, the wise thing to
have your kids first and then go to school,k

can support them at the same time.

parents can afford it, is when you get out of high
?if you want to go to college; when you get
igh school, and you don't want to get married
¢ children, ybu should go to college. If, however],
you want to get married, you should get married.
Q And then the state should support you?

A Pardon me?

Q And the state should support you?
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A In the event you develop some difficulties, as
“in the first two years or year and a half, my

‘much too young to leave to go to work. He

wnqﬁtw

I left him with a babysitter when I went to work.

ave in essence been raised by a babysitter if

So, I waited until he was old enough, to send to
nursery school, and then I went to school.
I don't necessarily subscribe that as the best

route to take.

MR. SEARING: I think thig

objection and with full knowledée*béﬂtﬁ
New Jersey rules. I also think it's
irrelevant. I don't think it's calculated
to lead to evidence that would advance
the issues or the defenses in this case,
and'I'm going to begin instructing the’
witness not to answer, if you persist in
this.

MR. PLECHNER: I think it's quite
relevant to whether or not the witness
is able to pay for adequate housing, which
is one of the major issues here.

"MR, SEARING: This is the question
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1 we've been exploring all day long.
MR. PLECHNER:. If I were to, for
instance, stop work, and then file suit
and say that I should be subsidized, I
3 think it would be relevant that I had stopped“
6 ,
work, of my own accord, and was able to
7 support myself.
8
I think here it's fairly clear, I
9 . .
won't pursue it any longer, because it's
10 :
clear, the young lady could woré
1 she wanted to.
12 , s 3
MR. VAIL: I think she ad
13 ; herself, and that was her choices ek ¥
14 to proceed with her career in the manner
15 . . . .
which she is doing it.
16 MR. SEARING: I think she said it
17 | - was her choice to proceed with her education,
18 in the hopes of improving herself, not only
for her benefit, but the benefit of society

in general.

And, that she has indicated it's.

22 ~ a choice she believes people should make,
23 be able to make.
24 | Q Now, to go back, again, to your desire to live

25 in a supurban area --
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A I'm up.
Q There's one under you. Is there a yard involved?
A Yes.

Q What size lot is the house on?
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MR. SEARING: Can we take a break,
please?

MR. PLECHEHNER: Sure.

(Recess at 3:50 p.m.)

(After recess at 4:10 p.m.)
0 I think when we took recess before, I indicated
I was going to change my line of questioning to the

area of suburban living, basically.

Would you have any idea as to what you®

an appropriate minimum lot size for a singl

house in a residential zone?

A No, I have no idea.

Q What would you like to live on? What size lot?
A I don't have any conception of the size. I don't
know.

Q kYou live in a one-family house presently, is

that correct?
o-family.

wo-family. There's another apartment up over
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discipline problems in the school, is that correct?

A Yes.

Q Now, what do you think causes the discipline proble
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A I have no idea.

: ”f?ou consider the lot size adequate where you are?

§és, it's adequate.

'And do you consider it desirable, a desirable size:

A I don't know.
Q Well --
A There's enough room for the children to play in it

Of course, the landlady has the gates locked, so the

children can't get in it. But, it's adequate size.

Q Is the landlady the other family in tﬂé
inCidentally?

A Yes, -- well, no, her daughter is the
family in the house.

Q Now, you indicated another reason that you

wanted to live in a more suburban area was the

A Yes.

Q Now, do you find those problems present in Sayrevil]

+» you feel they would be present in Perth Amboy

Brunswick.

MR. SEARING: She's answered that

already.

le’
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<& I think perhaps overcrowding, not only in the
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in urban areas?

schg 3;i but in the neighborhoods. The concentrations
df@i3éfincome people who are basically, perhaps, so
low income, are having such a problem financially, that
education is not a major consideration, as far as theY'r¢
concerned.

Simply because there's too many other things that

are more important. They don't consider education

as one of the supreme necessities. Therefor
children, when they go into the school syste

go in with education on the proper level.

o) In other words, you would not want to Iivéiiigl
an area where there's a large number of low income peopld,
is that correct?
A No, that's not correct.

The problem is =-- well, if the concentration
was too dense, no, I would not want to live there.

AN

ow, as far as population density in the school,
have any reason to believe that the schools
crowded in Perth Amboy or New Brunswick than
they are, say, in Sayreville or South Amboy?
A Just from word of mouth.

Q But, you don't have any facts.

A No, I do not.
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Q Are you aware of the situation in New Brunswick
; gthey are discussing busing people into the school

outlying areas?

Q So, it's possible that lNew Brunswick in fact has a
less dense school population than Sayreville or South
Amboy, shall we say.

A It could be. I don't know.

Q lNow, are you aware of low cost housing ghat

presently exists in the Township of Woodbridg
A No, I'm not.
0 Do you feel there are discipline prob

problems involved in certain areas other than in school?

A Certainly.
Q And where do you find these to be located?
A Everywhere: There's discipline problems, all

children have discipline problems, of one form or anotherx.
Some more extreme.
?ll,kdo you feel some towns have a greater problem
ner towns? |

‘would think so. I don't know for a fact, but

I would think the higher the population, the higher the
ratio of crime.

Q You mean by, "the higher," the denser, is that

correct?
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A Right. Population-wise.

a dg@?ér population than, say, the Borough of Sayreville)
k’;QﬁDo you think there's more crime in the Borough
of Metuchen than the Borough of Sayreville?
| MR, SEARING: Ifryou know.
A I don't know.
Q Do you think there's a greater degree of crime,
or greater amount of crime in an area where there is a

higher level of low income of population?

A I don't know.

Q You don't know if there's any ratio t 5

crime.

A No, I don't know.

o] You're majo:ing in sociology?

A Yes.

Q Have you had any courses where you've studied‘that?
A No, I haven't.

you feel that there should be any relationship
low income housing and the availability of jobs?
MR. SEARING: Do you understand the
question?
A I think so. I think that a county, or an area --
there should be an adequate number of low income houéing

units, corresponding with the number of low income jobs
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1 in the area.
n Z“F In other words, if there's -- the low income wage
B ta o

’ .3; | should be able to live in the area which they wodk.
f:ﬁ; Q ;ifio, then, do you feel that if a town provides little

5 or ﬁ;wemployment, it should not be required to provide

6 low income housing?

7 MR. SEARING: Do you understand that?

8 A Yeah. If a town doesn't have any jobs, then no

9 one should -- if no low income people work there, no low

10 income people should live there.

11 Which is, you know -- I don't see how

12 exist without any low wage earners. They se

13 almost be the backbone. But, if indeed, I si"””“k””

14 there were no low income wage earners ih the community,

15 then perhapsfthey should -- that community should not

16 be’responsible for their shelter.

17 Q In other words, if the community can not provide

18 jobs for low income people, then that community should

19. - ngt preate housing for low income people, is that

11, if they havekjobs already, if there are low

22 wage earners in the community, they should have the
23 necessary amount of corresponding housing.
24 : If there are no more -- if there are wage earners

25 there already, all the jobs are filled, but, there's no
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more low wage jobs, but there isn't enough housing

he people that already are working, they still
rovide housing.

““sand if there is enough for the people that are
working there and living there, they should not be
creating more housing without jobs for other people in
a region or area, is that cor;ect? |

A Well, I don't know if that is correct or not.

I don't know if we can work on a municipal level,

SR

rather than on a wider - area.

Say, perhaps a county level. There a
of low income people in Middlesex County, a
counties should have a reasonable share in thé‘héﬁéing
problem for these people. I guess it can be
corresponded to their place of occupation.
Q In other words, it's desirable for people who --
particularly people of low income who have difficulty
in affording transportation, adequate transportation,
close to their jobs, isn't that correct?
d the further these people are located in their
jogé, the very nature of their situation, being low
income people, makes it more and more difficult for
them to obtain or retain employment, isn't that correct?

A Yes.
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Q | Now, is there anything in your consideration,

ou seek housing personally where -- strike that.
you consider, in looking for housing, your

transportation needs?

A Yes,

Q And in relationship to what?

A Relationship to gasoline.

Q The relationship to where you commute to school,

is that correct?
A - Yes.
Q Now, have you, in seeking housing, co

these needs, arrived at any formula, or any

transportation from school to where you seek to locate?

A You mean how far away would I go? What is the
perimeter?

Q That's right. Wﬁat's the radius, I guess you can
call it.

A I don't know in exact miles, but I would say

than a half hour. The reason for this being,

very tight schedule. I work inside my children!

I have to be home at a certain time. I can't leave

until after my daughter goes off to school. So there's
the time element.

I don't know how many -- perhaps fifteen miles.
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But that's a guess.

2% And that would be based on not only time, but

it would be based on finances, wouldn't it?

Q Because if you travel more than fifteen miles

or so, it becomes more expensive.

A Yes.

Q Your travel, I presume, is by automobile.
A Yes. -

Q Incidentally, do you receive any finan;

from your parents?
A No.
Q Now, you made particular comment as to Jamesburg

high school.

A High school? No, I don't believe.

Q Jamesburg school system.

A Okay.

Q And going back to the reference to the Borough

ta, which I indicated before I represent, what
fcular do you object to concerning the Jamesburg
By stem?
A Well, I don't know exactly, I’can not give you
anything in particular, because I have not -- this is only
word of mouth, but I understand that Jamesburg has quite

a bit of racial tension.
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I don't know what causes it, but there's some sort
,gﬁvmispnderstanding going on between the blacks and

thefﬁﬁites in the community.

1f‘d0n't know the cause. But, that would be my
main objection. I don't want my children -- I want them
to grow up with as little prejudice as possible. I
don't want to thrust them into a situation where the
blacks are the other, are the enemy.

Q - And you also objected to Perth Amboy and New -

Brunswick. Was that on the same basis?
A No. I don't know anything about the r
problems, if there are any racial problems,
Brunswick‘or Perth Amboy.

0 What are the problems in New Brunswick and Perth
Amboy school systems?

MR. SEARING: She already stated,
the discipline problems. She's answered
the question three or four times. It's
very repetitious.

MR. PLECHNER: I asked her what are
the objections to the system. I didn't
ask her about the discivline problems.

A The discipline problems.
Q That's the only objection?

A Yes.
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Q How would you define the discipline problems?

MR. SEARING: She's already done
that.

MR. PLECHNER: I don't think she ever
defined it. She said discipline problem,
which is a very broad term{

I don't tﬁink she said what about
the discipline problem. Or what she
means about it.

A I understand that the children, some o
children, perhaps’the maﬁority of the child
New Brunswick school system, they don't hold
in the proper light, because of their backgxs
because of the difficulties that their parents have
understanding, because of the discrimination and the
prejudice they have been livihg'with.

Education to them is not of any great value.
Therefore, they don't hold it in respect, nor do they

hold the educators in respect, which results in disciplis

fd is this partly the result of racial tensions
ySe two communities?

A I don't know.

Q Now, aside from Jamesburg, New Brunswick and Perth

Amboy, are there any other municipalities in  the county

je
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whos

educated in. I'm not thrilled with it. But it's better

than some.

Q And what's your objection to South Amboy school
system?
A I don't know anything about it other than I've

heard that the system isn't all that progres:
I really don't know enough. I'm not knowle L

enough to give you an opinion on that.

Q

overcrowding in South Amboy school system?

A

Q

school system?

A

or -- I really don't know.

Q

A

e school systems you find to be undesirable?

éthink perhaps South Amboy school system, but
.really know for sure.

South River school system is the system I was

Is there a problem of double session and

I don't know.

What was the problem with the South River

Oh, just from my own experience, I came out of
irgngyery tittle, for some reason.
ou felt that the teaching staff was inadequate?

 don't know if it was the staff or the technique

What year did you graduate?
1966.

And do you know whether there have been any changes
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1
in the system since then?
2
s No, I don't know.
igfi ou indicated previously your parents are not
. *%ﬁ college graduates, is that correct?
5 :
A Right.
6
Q Now, you said you would be willing to live in
7
multi~family housing if the same were available at a
8 ,
price you could afford to pay, is that correct?
9
A Yes,
10 ) ‘ :
- Q Could you describe for us the type of’
11 o2
housing, either by giving us a description &
12
to a particular development, that you would {
13 ; 3
: A Well, various forms. It doesn't matter, Vel
14
were well maintained they could be high-rise, they could
15
be two-story, they could be single story.
16 ,
If they had enough room in them and were reasonably
17 | |
priced, it wouldn't matter on the construction.
18 ‘
Q How much room would you consider enough room?

MR. SEARING: She's testified on
a couple of occasions to the need for

her housing. This is really repetitious.

MR. PLECHNER: I don't think we've

23 ever gone into area requirements, frankly.
24 .

MR. SEARING: Room requirements, we
25

have.
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MR. PLECHNER: I'm not talking
about the number of rooms, I'm talking
about the area..
MR. SEARING: What do you mean
by area?
MR. PLECHNER: The size.
THE WITNESS: Square feet?
Q Yes.

A I have no idea. I couldn't even guess h

this room is. I don't know.
Q Do you know of any federally subsidize
or locally subsidized public housing in Midd}

County or elsewhere, in which you would like to live?

A Yes, I'd like to live in Rutgers Student Housihg.
Q Wall, that's a very speciélized type of housing.
A It's federally subsidized, is it not?

Q But, you could only live there if you were

a student at Rutgers.

, other than that, is there anywhere, families,
;n college students, would like to live?

A But, this studenthousing, this isn't married student
housing, this is family. It's multi-dwelling. It's true

you must be a student to get in, but you also must have

children.
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1 Q Yes. But it's a specialized type of housing,

2 . created for a special purpose, to house students.

ke college dorms.

ut, what I mean is for families. I might want

5 to live in the dorm at Douglas College, you know, if
6 I could.

4 Are there any other housing developments, public
8 housing developments, that you know of, that you

9 personally with your family would like to live in?
10 A No.

11 MR. PLECHNER: No further,

12

13

14 CROSS~-EXAMINATION BY MR. RICHMAN:

15 Q My name is Mike Richman and I represent the

16 Towﬁship of South Brunswick.

17 First of all, I'd like to ask the preliminary
18 questions. Have you sought housing in the Township
19 “éf South Brunswick? |

you know where the Township of South Brunswick

”22 T
23 A I believe so. South of North Brunswick.
24 : Q Are you familiar with the housing, generally

25 familiar with the types of housing that are available




10

11

12

13
14
15
16

17

18

22

23
24
25

J. Champion - cross 195
within the township?

A};" - A NO -

Q lvfﬁbve you looked in newspaper ads?

A It was always too far.

Q Always too far.

A Yes.’

Q Are you familiar with the school system in South

Brunswick Township?
A Ho.

Q On a couple of instances -- well, firs{
You indicated that prior to going to school

were employed, is that correct?

A Yes.

Q And I believe you indicated you worked for Fedders
as one employer and --

A McGraw Hill,

Q McGraw Hill. Did either of these two employers
have college tuition rebate programs?

“have no idea. It was before college ever entered

, at the time, that you were employed, you
didn't ;nvestigate that possibility.

A Ilé.

’ Q | And what was the last place you worked -- Fedders,

correct?
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A Yes.
§ghat was your income at that time?

, I guess a hundred fifteen dollars a month.

- hundred fifteen dollars a month --
A A week, I'm sorry. A week.
Q Now, I believe in answer to previous questions

you have used the term fair share on a number of occasior
and I believe that you've partly defined this as providir

housing where people work.

Is there any other criteria that you w;?
for determining what a municipality's fair 5?
A I guess the amount of available land wg@la T
to be a necessary consideration.
Q When you say the amount of available land, --
A Land that could adequately stand up to construction
of apartments.
Q And I take it that you would take into consideratid

the environmental impact, among other things.

Q i believe you also indicated in answer to a
previous question that you felt that perhaps the use
of the municipality as a boundary in which you had

defined housing needs was perhaps too narrow, is that

S,

g

18}
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correct?

.RBoes this refer to speaking about how many jobs

“oXes. Broadening the question to the whole

concept of, using'your term, “fair share," I believe

you indicated generally that you felt municipal
boundaries,,perhaps, were not totally the boundaries
that you would use to determine how the fair share would
be determined, is that correct?

A To a point, I suppose it's correct.

It's kind of difficult when we have wa
long. We've come to a point where there ar;
municipalities that just dqn*t have room for®:
people.

It's much too late to integrate all the
communities, and let them carry their fair share. We
have to consider the open land rather highly now, as

well as the number of jobs in the area, but -- do

es, I understand what you're saying, but it seems
Zand correct me if I'm wrong, is what you're
saying, then, is perhaps those municipalities that

still héve vacant land would be requi;ed to provide
mofe in the way of low and middle income housing than

would be their fair share. Is that not correct?
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A Well, it might turn out that way, if one
'k?iality is so closed up, is so built up. It
urn out that way.
‘¥t wouldn't be as extreme as we have it now. Now
we have Perth Amboy, New Brunswick carrying the whole
logd, just about the whole load. That's an extreme.
You could even it out much, much better than it
is now.
We couldn't get it down to the exact one percent

off from each other, no. But, as close as we

Some municipalities may have more than otheﬁ
not too far off. .
Q Well, if, as you've indicated, some muhiﬁiggiitieé
you're aware of in Middlesex County have no vacaht land,
so they would not be in a position,’if they have no

low and middle income housing now, they would not be

in a position to generate any.

A If there was no land, you can't build.

o that would put our municipalities in the

of having to bear that portion of the low

Prate income housing above and beyond what

wodid normally be their fair share?

A Perhaps you could work out something with the
municipality that doesn't have any land, get them to

share some of the expense.




o

® =2

10
1
12
13
14
15
16
17

18

22

23
24
25

County Master Plan includes certain municipalities

- Q Okay. Would you think that it would be a good ideg

J. Champion - cross 1399

Q That would be nice if we could have that kind

'éﬁﬁgeration,

’ | MR. SEARING: And, I think, it's a

pretty good idea.

0 Now, I beliéve that you indicated, when we were

going beyond the municipal boundaries, for determining

the pool from which we're going to mete out the fair

shares. I believe you indicated the county level

was perhaps a level at which this could be determined.
Why particularly did you pick that go:

level?

A Simply becauge I think it's ~-- the m
level would be too small to work at. The'stéﬁé"lé;él
would be too large. The county level would be a good
place to start, I think.

Q Did you have in mind when you picked that the fact
that it is a political unit in itself, the county?

A No. I was thinking of it geographically, area-wisq

g area is planned, Middlesex County has a Master
t, are you aware of the fact that Middlesex

that are not within the county?

A No, I'm not.
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to take into consideration the input that these
$ing municipalities would have on the whole pool

offlq%?;nd middle income people when you're distributing

the~f§xi share in Middlesex County?
A You have to repeat that, please.
Q I'1l take a specific example.

Franklin Township is in Somerset County, it
borders directly upon Middlesex County. It's one of
County's Master Plan.

Do you think that we should place the
moderate income people that Franklin Townshi{
into the whole pot, when we're distributing £
throughout the municipalities?

I didn't realize

A I don't know. I don't know.

that that was the case. I don't know.
Q Do you think that perhaps -- well, what criteria
would you specifically look for when you're determining
that these municipalities that we're referrinq
we're going to determine what their fair share
to be?
A Well, I was just thinking on a county level.

Now, the county has 25 municipalities, they have

X number of low income people, they have two municipaliti

that are carrying sixty percent of the low income.

2 S
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Let's spread it out a little bit.
Let's put some of the low income people in some

of the:other municipalities.

%S far as connecting municipality influence,

I don'é know anything about that.

Q Would you say that this would generally be a good
idea for each county in the state?

A’ Yes, I think integration is good for both low

income, middle income and upper income.

Q Would you say that there's an - interact:

the municipalities they ‘are bordering?

A ‘ Yeks .

0 And how do you think that iimteraction”

be taken into consideration?

A The other counties should be distributed as well.
They’should have the low income distributed in

that county as well. I grew up in Spotswood. I never

saw a black person until I went to school, high

school, in South River.

ad extreme prejudice built into my personality.

‘me quite a long time to overcome. And, of

I haven't overcome it completely, because it's

so ingrained. It's not good.
Q All right. Let me ask you this question. There

are certain counties in this state, which I think that
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you can refer to, Somerset borders on it, Hunterdon

aﬁd;rQQially integrate within the county, you would
qgcéégggsh virtually nothing.

Is that not correct?
A I don't understand you.
Q Okay. You've indicated that the idea is to have
racial and economic integration througﬁout a county.
A Yes.

Q What do you do in those situations whes

county itself, even if you were to economicaj
racially integrate, you would still end up
percent white, even if you were to move the g LI
around.
A Why is that? Why do you end up with that if you
economically and racially integrate it? Why do you
end up with 99 percent white?

MR. LERNER: I object. We're taking
a deposition of a witness. 2And, I don't

~think, it calls for answering questions

with questions.

MR. LERNER: And we're ending up
with more pages and more cost.

.\ I don't understand why you end up with more whites.
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MR. RICHMAN:  Off the record.
(Discussion off the record.)
(After discussion.)

MR. RICHMAN: That's all.

CROSS-EXAMINATION BY MR. LERMER:
Q You had some trouble at the welfare office over

a landlord matter?

A Yes.

¢ And that's when you first went to see!
A Yes.

? Was it Mr. Tuskey's job to offer you ;°

to available housing, or answer questions concerning

housing?

A Yes, I believe so.

Q What was his job description in Welfare?
A I don't know.

0 In any event, you indicated you had a housing
, and then you were somehow referred through
fare office to Mr. Tuskey.

TIn the Housing Authority, I think.

Q Housing Authority section of the Welfare Department
A Yes.

Q Have you ever asked Mr. Tuskey to advise you as
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to the location of housing? Available housing for you?

I had asked my caseworker --

Q Do you know whether or not it was part of
Mr. Tuskey's responsibilities to advise you as to
available housing?

MR. SEARING: If you know.

0 If you know.
A I don't believe it was.
0 Did he in fact advise you how to main

relationship with your landlord?

A He felt it was best to get out of the situation.

0 Wnen you say, "get out," you mean move.
A Yes.
Q Did he offer you any assistance in locating

other housing?

A No.

ve you ever made an application to Welfare for
ey? You're laughing. Put that on the record.

ve you ever -- let's go back to the initial

-premise of all these --

MR. SEARING: You didn't get an
answer.

Q Well, there was no answer. Are you shaking your
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head yes?

-~ No. You don't get any more. You get what you

k §iIf you had an income allowance of six hundred

dollars a month, do you think that you could find
adequate housing?

A Yes.

Q There's no question’in your mind that with the

availability of six hundred dollars a month, you could

find housing.
A Yes.
Q To satisfy your needs and the needs of.youf f

under the present housing situation, as it pré%enﬁiy

exists,
A Yes.
Q So isn't it a fact, then, that the only thing

stopping you from finding adequate housing is money?
A Yes,

d not necessarily the availability of the housing
the availability of the housing plays a big
it.

Q But, that, verhaps, would only serve in some
factors; But, you did answer the question, if you did
have enough money, you could find housing.

A Okay, yes.
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Q The answer is yes, then.

Have you ever filed suit against the Welfare

d. o compel them to pay you more money?

A No. |

Q So that you could in fact avail yourself of the

existing housing, as it's presently available?

Q Have you ever sought the advice of Legal Services,

ot

or the llational Committee on Discrimination
with regard to a suit against the Welfare Au
in Middlesex County, to compel them to provig
with an adequate amount of money for the avaiiable'

housing supply?

A No.

Q Has anyone ever discussed that with you?

A No.

Q If somebody were to discuss that as a Class Action,

u be interested in becoming a member of that

might consider it.
Q Wouldn't that in fact be a more immediate answer
to all your problem, in that if given the proper

amount of money you could in fact personally move for

the housing you desire, for yourself and your family?
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1 A But isn't that the same thing?

A ) If given the proper amount of money, wouldn't

"the ighoice of the home be yours?

.

4.( | A es.

5Jk 0 | And wouldn't a suit to compel the housing

6 ‘construction then limit your choices to where the houses
7 are constructed?

8 A Théy would be constructed all over. There would
9 be. ==

10 Q what if there's no land available in aig

11 Do you think that housing should be removed‘q

12 housing could be built?

13 A No.

14 0 So, then, wouldn't it be fairer to say that

15 housing wouldn't be built all over? Housing would only
16 be built where it's éapable of being built.

17 A Yes. |

18 Q So, therefore, your choices would be limited as

to where you could move, if it could only be to new

t, in view of my present situation, I certainly

would not feel like too much a limitation to me.

22

23 If suddenly the houses were in, say, even only five otheq
spots.

24 P
Q But, if you had the funds available, for the

25
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existing rental market, you could move anywhere you

A ~'§“¥es, I could.

Q ,‘“1§hd that would in fact answer your problem and
presence in this class.

A Yes.

Q When you say that you were seeking integration
in communities, are you talkihg about economic integrétic

A Economic and racial.

0 Well, let's take the economic situatiof,

neans?

A Yes.

Q Low income grouping.

A Yes.

Q But, you're striving to remove yourself from

that grouping, isn't that true?

A Yes.

Q In fact, isn't that the essence of your answer to
biéns that were being asked to you before as to
take a jéb as a secretary? It's your intent to
take a job as a social worker, partially because of

greater'remuneration to be afforded by that kind of

A Yes.
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Q k When you have graduated, and have your degree

then{_ﬁnd you indicated, vacate housing that would have
be§n §§ovided for you, if such is the case for a'person
of low economic means, is that correct?

A Yes,

Q Aren't you then delegating the continued presence
of persons of low economic means to the areas where

that housing is to be built?

+

A You see, when this housing is built, i

going to be built with a wall around it. It
be built, or it should be,’with all economic
in one area.
Q Well, wouldn't that only be effective if in fact
you get supplemental moniesvso that you can have the
ability of renting a house in an area of people paying
for or renting a home, based on their income? 1Isn't
that the only way to insure a person of low economic

n an area surrounded by people of varied

means?

et's go back for a minute to --

Q If you build a low economic housing project, and
when I say a project, it can be high-rise, garden apartment

or what have you. It's for people of low income. I'm

only talking about low income now.
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A lﬁight.

type of construction would constantly be subjected to
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Therefore, as your means go beyond low income,

y% - have to vacate.

Q. ?iaﬁﬁain, another person of low income moves in.

So that location is then damned, so to speak, as being
a continual place for people of low income. Whether

it be you or your successor.

A Well, I don't see how we could say that it

would be damned, if it did not become run down, or if

o

it were well maintained. We're never gonna
low income people.

Q I'm not talking in terms of the deroga
I'm talking in the sense, it is’delegated'to
a place for people of low income.

A Yes.

0 So that the financing of a place for low income
people is in fact financingyit»permaneﬁtly in that

location.

people there of low economic means, who as soon as they
reach a plateau of economic stability or higher degree

of economic development, vacate.
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A Well, they must. They can't accept subsidy --

8o the people who live around this building are

to be.the constant source of inspiration, and the constar

iﬁbufféfwt; anever-changing group of low economic people,

MR. SEARING:  This is under vyour

particular universe that you have
constructed.

MR. LERNER: That's correct.

MR, -STARING: One out of a number

of possible alternatives.

A Yes. I suppose you could say they woudi

inspiration to each other.

R N

Q Well, inspiration to each other, but tﬁe:bébple
who own their own homes surrounding this area would noﬁ
have the mopility of moving to other homes, unless

they sell their home.

A Right.

Q And the ability to sell their own home would

end upon the economic circumstances affecting
omy at that particular moment, as to what they
Jjet for their home.

A This is presupposing that this low income housing
is such a hardship to have near these péople.

Q

Well, the low income housing that presently

exists is -- well, first of all, it would of necessity,
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by your own definition, include multi-bedroom units,

ﬂﬁnd the density, then, of occupancy would then
be higher than apartments that have one bedroom or two
bedroom units.

A Yes, but they wouldn't have to be, say, as massive

\Qu‘

as one of the projects. Because they would be distributd

throughout the county.

Q Well, the choice and type of construc

not necessarily be Utopian.

would be predicated upon existing zoning Orrgémzigﬁﬁer
authority deciding upon how many units are built and
where they're built, isn't that correct?

A Yes,

Q So that you could conceivably have another building
going up of low income units.

t, in all deference to your suggestion, some
iroom, some two-bedroom, some three-bedroom,

fur-bedroom.

A Yes.
Q But, in any event, the extent of density would
be greater than -- in a whole apartment house of

one-bedroom units. Is that correct?
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A Yes.
And ghettoes themselves,ﬁthe way you described

them béfore, are areas of high density.

Q So that in fact, any concentration of multi-bedroon
units would tend to lead to a greater degree of
oécupancy than what is presently the case, anywhere
in the county.

A What do you do otherwise?

Q The alternative, the multi-density housh

we have now, which is Perth Amboy and New Br
that so?

A But, isn't that extreme confinement? Iéﬁ”tfgﬁa
massing of the minorities? Isn't that keeping the

people over here happy and impinging on these over here?

Q Generally I agree with you. Again I then say to

jon

you, aren't you in fact a member of a class that is denie

for yourself and your family, as opposed to
being constructed for you in some fixed location?
11, I believe even with the funds, the housing

is very difficult to find in Middlesex County. What

the vacancy rate is, is quite low. With these housing
units developed, as we were talking about before, and

I would in turn give my place up to someone else
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1 and move some place else, when I got myself off the
‘ftg rolls, instead of doing that, say, in this
e gx with ohe, two, three, four bedroom apartments,

-4 my,:é;# would be increased. I could maintain my apartmqu;
3 but my rent would be increased and I would go off 3
6 federal subsidy, and there would also, in that complex,

7 would be people not on relief, but the people who were

8 on relief would have a lower rent and would be subsidizef.
9 0 Wouldn't that be the same as some people getting

10 money and Some people not gétting money and‘

11 their homes in the same building, renting a

12 in the same house?

13 A That's what it would be. Some people Qbﬁidxgévew'
14 a higher income.

15 Q And I'm only submitting to you the alternative,

16 of just having an increased source of funds, so that you
17 could rent in the same apartment house as, for example,
18 anyone who was sitting at this table today, who lived

19 |

artment house, except that a portion of your

14 be paid by some federal agency or some other -~
welfare. But, giving you the same ability to

rent, in a home you so choose.

23 A I think that's a good idea, but I also think that

24 there's still a housing shortage.

25 I think there's still a housing shortage in Middlesgx

County.
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Q Do you understand the economics of housing?
A No.
Q >iiﬁo you understand that where there's a need,

 because of the cost of building?
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pecp@&ﬁwill build? And when there's not a need the
apartments are empty?
A Gut, isn't the problem now that the high

construction costs and the need is going untended,

0 The only thing that would stop a builder from
building is not the high construction costs
A It's the zoning laws.

Q Now. I'm submitting to you that the o

that would stop a builder:from building an apa ﬁ%gy
house today would be his thought of not having enbugh
people to rent it after he's finished completing it.

Regardless of what his cost is. 1If it cost him
a million dollars to build it, he'il just pass it off
to the consumer.
O the question is really whether or not there
ilgh consumers to rent it at the cost at which
‘him to build it.

MR. SEARING: ' That is not a fair
characterization of what's happening
ih Middlesex County. I’think you're

misleading the witness.
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The gravamen of the suit is that the
zoning laws in certain municivalities
have excluded the economic problem to
the degree that builders who want to
build apartments or homes to satisfy
the need for groups who can pay are not
being allowed to do so.

MR. LERNER: As I unders:ood Mr.Cummigs'

comments, the Borough of Dunellen has |

no restrictions on apartments. *
If that were the case, anyg

build avartments where they so | :
o 3

.
.

MR. SEARING: No. Mr. Cummins said,
we said in the Complaint that they allow
no apartments and he said they do allow
apartments.

MR. LERNER: Iy point is, if there
was a municipality that presently has
land zoned for apartments and no one chooses]
to build the apartments, then, really,
that choice then is an economic one.

MR. SEARING: As that is characterized)
that's correct, I agree with that.

A But, what ifksomeone does choose to build them

and-they build one and two bedroom apartments?
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would Puild them, assuming there is somebody there to

‘eight, nine ten bedrooms.
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Q Wouldn't you then think if there were a market for

3

A I would think the‘zpning laws forbid them.
MR. SEARING: We're back to that
- skewing 0f the market.
0 If the law permitted them and the person still
didn't build them, would it then be an'economic decision?
A Then I suppose it would.
0 Do you know of any zoning laws that wo;

that limit the number of bedrooms in a house,

private house? , .
A In a private house? I don't know of any. I know
of apartments.

Q Private house.

A No.
Q So that four, five, six, seven, eight, nine, ten

bedroom homes can built, as far as you know, in every
lity. In Middlesex County.
t, what problem does that solve?

- It provides a home with four, five, six, seven,

A | ‘That who can afford?

Q Then the question, then, is really money. If
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the housing can be built for the person who needs

bedrooms, the question, then, is whether or not

afford it.
MR. SEARING: The question also
is how many --
Q No, the question to the witness.
MR. SEARING: I lost the question,
.THE WITNESS: I did too.

0 I'll rephrase the question. If a ten bedroom

v e

house were available to somebody who needed
bedroom house -~
A We've gone from four to ten.
Q Well, Mrs. Cruz, I think, almost came @
Well, she needed five; A five bedroom house.
Now, five bedroom homes exist in much more of
a common sense, as oppésed to a five bedroom apartment.
My question then would be, why don't you, if you
were the’person, go out and rent a five bedroom house,
or buy a five bedroom house? Assuming no five bedroom
s exist, and the only reason, I guess, would
mics.
that true?
A Yes,
Q So, isn't the lack of funds What affects your

critical choice, assuming there's housing?
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A Assuming there's housing, in my case, it 1is

e -£inances.

ave you looked in the newspaper recently,

regarding homes for rent and homes for sale?

A Yes.

Q Are there listings? At any price?

A Very few, it seems, it's gone down quite a bit.

0 There's listings.

A Yes,

Q Are there in fact apartments for rent?

A Yes, there's apartﬁents for rent.

Q Regardless of the rent charged.

A Regardless of charge, there are apartmgﬁingvwkhh

The amount has decreased greatly in the past, even
two years.
Q Are there in fact more apartments available in
different communities than there are in others?
A Of course.
pd wouldn't that be reflective of the school
d the type of ah environment that those
r towns have to offer, as opposed to other

towns?

A Yes.
Q In fact, the towns that appear to be, gquote,

nicer places to live, end quote, are the places where
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there are less available housing.

S0, then, it really comes down to where if

| were available, it would really be the funds
uld prevent you from having it.
LERNER: No further questions.
SEARING: Thank you for your
testimony.

(Whéreupon, depositions a

at 5:15 p.m.)
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