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SUPERIOR COURT OF NEiJ JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION - MIDDLESEX COUNTY
DOCKET NO. C™4122-73

CA000982T

URBAN LEAGUE OF GREATER NEW
BRUNSWICK, a non-nrofit
corporation of the State of
New Jersey; CLEVELAND BENSON;
FANNIE BOTTS: JUDITH CHAMPION?
LYDIA CRUZ; BARBARA TIPPETT;
KENNETH TUSKEY and JEAN WHITE;
On their own behalf and on
behalf of all other similarly
situated,

Plaintiffs,

-vs-

THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE
BOROUGH OF CARTERET; TOWNSHIP
COMMITTEE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF
CRANBURY: MAYOR AND COUNCIL
OF TEE BOROUGH OF DUNNELLEN;
TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE OF THE
TOWNSHIP OF EAST BRUNSWICK;
TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE OF THE
TOWNSHIP OF EDISON; LiAYOR
AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH
OF IJELMETTA; MAYOR AND COUNCIL
OF THE BOROUGH OF HIGHLAND
PARK; MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF
THE BOROUGH OF JAMESBURG;
TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE OF THE
TOWNSHIP OF .MADISON; MAYOR
AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH
OF METUCHEN- MAYOR AND
COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF
MIDDLESEX; MAYOR AND COUNCIL
OF THE BOROUGH OF "IILLTOWN;

DEPOSITIONS UPON

ORAL EXAMINATION

OF

LYDIA CRUT
JUDITH CHAMPION

RICHARD C. GUINTA
Certified Shorthand Reporter

5 3 Patorson Street
New Brunsv/ick, N.J.
247-5551
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TOV-JIJSIIIP COIUIITTFE OF THE
TOWNSHIP OF MONROE; TOWNSHIP
CO^IITTEE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF
NORTH BRUNSWICK: TOWNSHIP
COMMITTEE OF THE TOWNSHIF
OF PISCATAWAY; TOWNSHIP
COMMITTEE OF THE TOWNSHIP
OF PLAINSBORO; MAYOR AND
COUITCIL OF TFE BOROUGH OF
SAYREVILLE; M/.YOR AND
COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF
SOUTH AMOBY; TOWNSHIP C0I1MITTEE
OF THE TOr'7TTSiriP OF SOUTH
BRUNSWICK; MAYOR AND COUIiCIL
OF THE BOROUGH OF SOUTH
PLAII-IFIIILD; 'ilAYOR AND COUNCIL
OF THE BOROUGH OF SOUTH
RIVER; :IAYOR AND COUNCIL
OF THE LOEOUGII OF SP0TSV700D;
TO^TJSIUP COMMITTEE OF THE
TOr7NR?TIP OF WOODDRIE-GE.

Defendants

-and-

"AYOH AND COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF
NEW BRUNSWICK, and HAYOR
AND COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF
PERTH AHBOY,

3rd Party Defendants,

TRANSCRIPT OF DEPOSITIONS, taken by and before

RICHARD C. GUINTA, Notary Public and Certified Shorthand

Reporter of the State of ?Tew Jersey, at mHE PINES MANOR,

Route 27, Edison, New Jersey, on Thursday, March 20,

197b, commencing at 9:40 a.TO..
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A P P I.: A R A M C E S:

MESSRS. BAUMGER? & BE:T-ARHF.R

By. Daniel A. Soaring, Esquire (Of counsel)
Attorneys for the Plaintiffs

DENNIS CUMMINS, ESQUIRL
Attorney for the Borough of Dunnellnn

RICHARD F. PLECIJIIliR, ESQUIRE
Attorney for the. Borough of Helnetta

MESSRS. RUB III & LER1-TLR
By: Lav/rence Lprner, Esquire
Attorneys for the Borough of Highland Park

MESSRS. RAFANO & WOOD
By: Christopher R. V-'ood, Enquire
Attorneys for tne Borough of Jarcesijurg and

Borough of South River

MESSRS. ALFONSO. GROSSMAN & ALFONSO
By: Louis J. Alfonso, Esquire.
Attorneys for the Tovnshin of Madison

RARTIM A. SPRITZER. FSOUIRE
Attorney for the Borough of H.etuchen

MESSRS. MOSS S IHGT.I- SE
By: Sarnie 1 C. Inglese, Esqurire
Attorneys for the Township of Monroe

MESSRS. KARCHFR, REAVEY ft KARCHER
By: Joseph Baker, Esquire
Attorneys for the Borough of Sayreville

JOHIJ J. VAIL, ESQUIRE
Attorney for the City of South Amboy

i iESSRS. SEIFFERT, FRISCII & GRUBER
Bv: Michael Richraan, Enquire
Attorneys for the Township of South Brunswick

E. CHERNIN, LSOUIRE
Attorney for the Borough of South Plainfield

GUIDO J. KRIGIAHI, ESOUIRE
Attorney for the Porough of Epotsv/ood
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ARTHUR W. EUKGESS, ESQUIRE
By: Richard A. Rosanski, Esquire
Attorneys for the Township of wood.bridge
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I IT D E X T 0 W I T N E S S E S

WITNESS

LYDIA CRUZ

By Mr. Alfonso
By Mr. Brigiani

JUDITH CHAMPION

By Mr.
By Mr.
By Mr.
By Mr.
By Mr.
By Mr.
By Mr.
By Mr.
By Mr.
By Mr.
By Mr.
By Mr.

Chernin
Spritzer
Rozanskr
Brigiani
Alfonso
Baker
Inglese
Cummins
Wood
Plechner
Richman
Lerner

DIRECT

20

CROSS

14

51
56
61
71
30
8 6

121
145
16 2
194
203
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L Y D I .A C R U Z , r e s u m e s .

CONTINUED CROSS-EXAMINATION 3Y MR. ALFONSO:

Q Good m o r n i n g , I l r s . C r u z .

A Good raorn ing .

Q I want to start where we left off last time,.

and I was asking you some questions, specifically,

regarding Madison Township, and we had gotten -- we were

talking about a co-worker of yours who was Italian, and

I had asked you whether or not you considered that to

be one of the three categories, white, black or Puerto

Rican, and you answered that you did.

In looking over the transcript, I see I didn't

ask you which category you felt Italians fit into. I'd

like to ask you that now.

A Maybe the minority of the majority.

I could put it that way.

Q You consider them to be a minority of the majority

is that what you said?

A You see, in this country, you don't consider,

you know, as long as you are not black, not Puerto Rican,

you are white.

Q So you would consider them to be in the white

category.

A Yes.

Q Now, when you out Puerto Rican in a separate
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L. Cruz - cross 5

category, what about, say, the people who speak Spanish

in the Dominican Republic. Would you consider them to

be in that same category?

A They are not Puerto Rican. They are Hispanic.

Q So Hispanic you put in a separate category?

A Ho, we are all together.

Q And you would consider Hispanic people to be in

the same category as Puerto Ricans.

A Yes.

Q What about somebody who comes from Spain, Madrid,

or Costa Del Sol? Would you consider them to be Hispanic?

A Well, I know why you say that. I know why you

say that.

0 Well, Mrs. Cruz, I'm asking the question for a

responsive answer. I don't really care whether you know

why I'm asking it or not asking it.

A The lady I'm talking about is half Hispanic.

0 My question was —

A Maybe that's how come you asked me that question.

Q Would you consider somebody from Spain to be in

the Hispanic category?

A I don't know, because — especially people that

come from Spain or Cuba, they make it in the White

society so quick/ that they are very soon not considered

minorities.



L. Cruz - cross

Q So your feeling is that after somebody from

Spain arrives, they're no longer a part of the Hispanic

community, and they should be considered in the white

category?

A Yes, I mentioned if they adjust to the white

community.

' Q If they adjust, you say.

8 A Yes.

" Q You assume if a Puerto Rican or Hispanic person

would be able to adjust, they would also merge into the

white category, is that correct?

A You know, from the point of view of white people,

no matter if a Puerto Rican have blue eyes, and blond

14 hair, he's not considered white. I don't know why.

15 Q So you're saying, then, it's not possible for a

16 Puerto Rican to become part of the white majority, is

17 that correct?

18 A It's very hard to merge, because of the rejection

19 Q Do you feel that it's possible or is it just very

20 hard?

21 A Could be, but most of the time it's not.

22 0 But, there are times when a Puerto Rican is able

23 to merge, isn't that correct, Mrs. Cruz, and you consider

24 that person to be part of the white majority?

25 A If we would be able to merge, it would be easy.
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L. Cruz - cross 7

Q What about somebody from Brazil. You consider

that person to be part of the Hispanic community?

A Yes, I think I would.

Q They speak Portuguese in Brazil, don't they,

Mrs. Cruz?

A Yes, but I don't think they are considered whites.

Q So what you're, saying is that it's not a question

as to whether or not a person speaks Spanish or not,

because people could very well speak Portuguese and still

be part of the Hispanic community as you define it, is

that correct?

A Do you know that Portuguese language is very

close to Hispanic language?

Q That's not my question.

What I'm trying to get at is, how do you

differentiate between what is in Hispanic community and

what is not. You have told me people from Brazil who

speak Portuguese to be part of that Hispanic community.

A I want to retract. I don't think that they are

part of this Hispanic community.

0 Now you're saying that they're not part of the

Hispanic community.

A Yes.

Q Now, what about somebody from Lisbon, Portugal.

Are they part of the Hispanic community?



L. Cruz - cross s

A You know, I don't know much geography.

Will you please consider my knowledge?

0 Mrs. Cruz, I am sure from the responses that you

4 have made, that as far as geography is concerned, you

are in no way ignorant. You are familiar with where

Portugal is, it's next to Spain, in Europe.

• I'm asking if you know. If. you don't know,

° just say you don't know.

9 A Yes, I know that, but I don't know all the

10 countries and the language. If you keep asking country

11 by country, maybe I will know to answer your question.

12 0 What about South American countries that speak

13 Spanish. As an example, Uruguay, Paraguay, or Boliva,

14 you consider those to be part of the Hispanic community?

15 A Yes.

16 Q You do or you don't?

17 A I do.

18 Q What about Argentina, which is next to Eoliva

19 and Uruguay? You consider the Argentine people to

20 be part, of the Hispanic community?

21 A I think so, yes.

22 Q So what you're saying, then, Mrs. Cruz, it's

23 not a question of whether a oerson is just Puerto Rican

24 or not Puerto Rican, it's a question of geographically

25 where they come from, isn't that correct?
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L. Cruz - cross 9

A You know, in fact every time a Spanish surname

comes in the paper, or whatever, it reflects Puerto Rican.

Because we are the majority in the United States, and

even though there are a lot of people from other countries

that speak Spanish.

They are considered Puerto Rican. They judge them

Puerto Rican. That's it.And that's one thing that we

have against us.

0 But, you don't consider the Cubans to be part of

that group, do you?

A Cubans too. Like I said before, they are able

to merge in an easy way than the Puerto Rican. I don't

know why.

Q Do you know of any Puerto Ricans at all who have

been assimilated into the white community, to the white

majority community, as you term it?

A Very few.

0 But you do know some, don't you?

A Yes.

P Do you know why these people --- do you have any

inkling or know why these people were able to become

part of this white, majority, as you term it?

A I wonder why you come with all these questions.

Q Well, .Mrs. Cruz, quite frankly., I don't think it's

for you to wonder why I'm here with these questions.



L. Cruz - cross 10

1 We're here as part of a court proceeding, legal

2 depositions, and I have the right to ask these questions

3 if your attorney doesn't feel they're proper,

4 he can object, and if he feels they're way out of line,

5 he'll ask you not to answer them.

6 How, he hasn't objected. I don't think it's for

7 you to raise these questions.

8 I have a question pending and I'm asking you to

9 answer it.

10 A Can you please repeat it again.

11 (Whereupon, pending question read

12 back by the reporter.)

13 A Like I say, there are quite few, and the reason

14 that they do, I don't know, but very few can.

15 Q Now, when you were here last time, I asked you

16 whether or not you were salaried and you answered yes,

17 you were, and I asked you whether or not you were being

18 paid by M.C.F.O.C. during the time that you were going

19 to be attending these depositions and at the subsequent

20 court hearings, and you advised me at that time that,

21 at that time, you didn't know, but you were going to

22 discuss it with your supervisor. Have you discussed

23 that with your supervisor?

24 MR. SEARIHG: I object, but the

25 witness can answer.



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

L. Cruz - cross 11

A I took a personal day.

0 So the last time that you were here, you took

a personal day.

A Yes.

Q And are you taking a personal day today?

A Urn hum.

0 How many personal days are you • entitled to

a year?

A I can take them from my vacation.

Q In other words, you can take a sufficient number

of days to equal the amount of days you have for

vacation?

A Yes.

Q How many days is that per year?

A The first year is two weeks, and the second year

is three.

n Are you still into your first year there or are

you into your second year?

A I went into my second year.

Q Did you have any vacation days left over from

last year?

A Yes, almost all.

Besides those two days.

Q So, then, Mrs. Cruz, you did discuss this matter

with your supervisor, is that correct?
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L. Cruz - cross 12

A Yes.

0 And after that discussion, you decided, or a

decision was made that you would take personal days

for the time that you're here.

A Yes. Vacation days.

0 Did you discuss that with anyone else besides

your supervisor?

A No, I didn't. Just the immediate supervisor.

Q Have you made any inquiry regarding possibilities

of you seeking employment in Madison Township?

A No.

Q Now, you mentioned when you were here last time

that you had not received a New Jersey driver's license.

Have you as of today received a New Jersey driver's

license?

A Not yet.

Q Now, is the automobile that you purchased recently

is that registered in your name?

A Yes.

Q Do you know how to drive that automobile?

A No. I don't have a driver's license, I can not

drive it, you know.

Q I'm not asking you whether you can or can not

drive it, I'm asking you whether you know how to drive

the automobile.



L. Cruz - cross 13
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A No, I don't.

Q Have you received any training in the driving of

an automobile?

A No.

0 Do you know how to drive an automobile, as of

today?

A Wo.

Q How did you get here today, Mrs. Cruz?

A I had a ride.

Q Who drove you?

A My friend.

Q What's her name?

A His name?

Q His or her name.

A George Savedira.

Q Where does he live?

MR. SEARING: I object, but the

witness can answer.

A He live in Carteret.

Q If you were to move out of the county, isn't it

true that you would not be entitled to receive any

salary from M.C.E.O.C.?

A If I move out of the county?

Q Out of the county.

A If I don't — I have never check on that.
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L. Cruz - cross 14

0 So you don't know whether or not your position

is open to you only because you're a resident of Middlesex

County.

A I never check on that.

MR. ALFONSO: That's all, thank you,

Mrs. Cruz.

THE WITNESS: Okay, you're welcome.

CROSS-EXAMII-mTION BY MR. BRIGIAHI:

Q Guido Brigiani for the Borough of Spotswood. And

also Mr. Burns asked me to represent him, he's the

attorney for the Township of Worth Brunswick, since he

was engaged in another court.

Mrs. Cruz, you said you lived on Stockton Street

in Perth Amboy, and that's a subsidized housing, I

believe, in the City of Perth Amboy?

A Yes.

Q Now, that particular housing development is right

next to the school, isn't it?

A Yes.

Q The last time you were here, you seemed to

indicate it was some distance away.

They're right in the same block, and they adjoin

each other, the school and the development.


