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MARTIN A. SPRITZER^ ESQ.

414 MAIN STREET
METUCHEN, NEW JERSEY 08840
(201) 548-6455

ATTORNEYS FOR De f t . Mayor and Counc i l "
of Borough of Metuchen

Plaintiff s
URBAN LEAGUE OF GREATER NEW BRUNSWICK,
et al

vs.
Defendant S

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW
JERSEY:CHANCERY DIVISIO
MIDDLESEX COUNTY

} Docket No. C-4122 -73

CIVIL ACTION

INTERROGATORIES

THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH
OF CARTERET, e t a l

TO: BAUMGART & BEN-ASHER
Attorneys for Plaintiffs

MARTIN E. SLOANE
DANIEL A. SEARING
ARTHUR WOLF
of Counsel

DEMAND i s hereby made of t h e p l a i n t i f f s f o r c e r t i f i e d

answers to the following interrogatories within the time prescribec

by the Rules of this Court.
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1. As to plaintiff, Cleveland Benson, state :
a. Whether he ever sought employment in Metuchen.

No.

b. Whether he ever sought living accommodations in Metuchen

Yes

c. If so, state the locations in Metuchen where he sought
living accommodations, and the dates on which such accommodations
were sought.

-ailed real estate agencies while searching for housing in 1971,
L972-73 and 1974, especially one company, which always had ads for
tfetuchen. The name is unknown at present.

2. State the number of rooms required by plaintiff,
Cleveland Benson. M r > B e n s o n w o u l d l i k e a h o u s e w i t h 3-4
bedrooms, 2 baths, living room, kitchen and family room.

3. State the rental which he can afford to pay.
>250 - $300 a month

4. State the purchase price of a house he can afford.

$20-25,000

5. State the mortgage payments he can afford to carry.
Approximately $250-300, including insurance and taxes

6. State whether plaintiff, Cleveland Benson, sought living
accommodations in any of the other 22 defendant municipalities.
If so, state:

a. The type of accommodations sought, both houses and
apartments

b. The date sought.
1971, 1972-73, 1974

7. As to plaintiff, Judith Champion, s tate:
a. Whether she ever sought employment in Metuchen.

No

b. Whether she ever sought living accomodations in Metuchen

Yes



c . If so, state the locations in Metuchen where she sought
living accommodations, and the dates on which such accommodations
were sought.

Generally, through newspaper ads, at times stated in 12b,
below

8. State the number of rooms required by plaintiff, Judith

Champion. M r s < champion would like two bedrooms, living room,
family room, kitchen and one bath.

9. State the rental which she can afford to pay.

$140

10. State the purchase price "of a house she can afford.
\t this time, plaintiff's circumstances of attempting to complete
tier education make it impossible to consider purchasing a home in
the foreseeable, future. . , __ , .
| I I . State the mortgage payments she can afford to parry.

See 10, above
12. State whether plaintiff, Judith Champion, sought living

accommodations in any of the 22 defendant municipalities. If
so, state: Y e s

a. The type of accommodations sought.

• Apartment with 2 bedrooms

b. The date sought. F r o m S e p t^ _ N o v # f 1 9 7 2 a n d J a n -

June, 1974

13. As to plaintiff, Lydia Cruz, s tate:
a. Whether she ever sought employment in Metuchen.

No

b. Whether she ever sought living accommodations in Metuchen

Yes

c. If so, state the locations in Metuchen where she sought
living accommodations, and the dates on which sucn accommodations
were sought, contacted real estate agency about housing in a
feederally subsidized 235 program, during 1972. Plaintiffs does
not recall name of agency.

14. State the number of rooms required by plaintiff, Lydia
Cruz.

Plaintiff would need no less than 6 bedrooms, playroom,
living room, kitchen and 2 baths.

-3-



15. State the rental which she can afford to pay.

$200 per month.

16. State the purchase price of a house she can afford.
No more than $25,000.

17. State the mortgage payments she can afford to carry.

Approximately $200 per month, including insurance and tax

18. State whether plaintiff, Lydia Cruz, sought living
accommodations in any of the other 22 defendant municipalities.
If so, state:

a. The type of accommodation sought. Any facility that
would accommodate family, either house or apartment.

b. The date sought.
Since 1962, when moved to present address.

19. As to plaintiff, Barbara Tippett, state:
a. Whether she ever sought employment in Metuchen.

No.

b. Whether she ever sought living accommodations in Metuche

Yes

C. If so, state the locations in Metuchen where she sought
Hiving accommodations, and the dates on which such accommodations
[were sought. Called about apartments in Metuchen, off Rt. 1,

1969, and 1972

19. State the number of rooms required by plaintiff,
Barbara Tippett.

3 bedrooms, living room, dining room, kitchen, bath

20. State the rental which she can afford to pay.

No more than $220, plus utilities

21. State the purchase price of a house she can afford.

$20-24,000, approximately
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22. State the mortgage payments she can afford to carry. *

$220 per month

23. State whether plaintiff, Barbara Tippett, sought
living accommodations in any of the other 22 defendant municipal-
ities. If so, state:

Yes

a. The type of accommodation sought.

r. apartments and single family housing

b. The date sought.
continually, since end of 1971

24. As to plaintiff, Kenneth Tuskey- , state:
a. Whether :he ever sought employment in Metuchen.

No

b. Whether he ever sought living accommodations in Metuchen.

Yes
c. If so, state the locations in Metuchen where he sought

living accommodations, and the dates on which such accommodations
were sought.

Plaintiff reviewed housing prices in Metuchen in 1964, but decided
to locate elsewhere, as prices were out of immediate range.

25. State the number of rooms required by plaintiff,
Kenneth Tuskey.

Six rooms

26. State the rental which he can afford to pay.
approximately $180 per month

27. State the purchase price of a house he can afford.
Plaintiff is not considering purchasing

28. State the mortgage payments he can afford to carry.

approximately $180 per month

29. Sta.te whether plaintiff, Kenneth Tuskey, sought living
accommodations in any of the 22 defendant municipalities. If so,
state:

Yes
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a. The type of accommodations sought.

single family home

b. The da te s ought.
1964

30. As to plaintiff, Jean White, state:
a. Whether she ever sought employment in Metuchen.

Plaintiff White is withdrawing from this litigation for personal
reasons.

b. Whether she ever sought living accommodations in
Metuchen.

c. If so, state the locations in Metuchen where she sought
living accommodations, and the dates on which such accommodations
were sought.

31. State the number of rooms required by plaintiff, Jean
White.

32. State the rental which she can afford to pay.

33. State the purchase price of a house she can afford.

34. State the mortgage payments she can afford to carry.

35. State whether plaintiff, Jean White, sought living
accommodations in any of the 22 defendant municipalities. If so,
s ta te :

a. The type of accomodations sought.

b. The date sought.
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36. As to plaintiff, Fannie Botts, state:
a. Whether she ever sought employment in Metuchen.

Plaintiff Botts is withdrawing from this litigation for
personal reasons

b. Whether she ever sought Living accommodations in
Metuchen.

c. If so, state the locations in Metuchen where she sought
living acoommodations, and the dates on which such accommodations
were sought.

37. State the number of rooms required by plaintiff,
Fannie Botts.

38. State the rental which she can afford to pay.

39, State the purchase price of a house she can afford.

40. State the mortgage payments she can afford to carry.

41. State whether plaintiff, Fannie Botts, sought living
accommodations in any of the 22 defendant municipalities. If so,
state:

a. The type of aceommodatinns sought.

b. The date sought.
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42. State the source for plaintiffs' statement that the
vacancy rate for the 23,defendant municipalities is less than

compared to the accepted standard of 3% as a tight housing
market.

See New Jersey Department of Community Affairs, The Housing
Crisis in New Jersey: 1970 p. 24

43. State whether any of the plaintiffs have attempted to
find housing in any mobile home unit in the county.

It this time, this information is unavailable.

44. State whether any of the plaintiffs are desirous of
living in mobile homes.

If such accommodations met their needs at reasonable costs,
plaintiffs would evaluate mobile homes as they would any
housing opportunity.

45. As to each plaintiff, state whether any of them has
requested the Borough of Metuchen to establish a Public Housing
Authority.

NO.

46. If answer is yes, state the date and place of said
request and to whom it was made.

See 45, above

47.State under what provisions of the zoning ordinance of the
Borough of Metuchen,plaintiffs claim that Metuchen's zoning
ordinance prohibits mobile homes.

it this time, plaintiffs cite Metuchen Borough Code, Art III,
Sec. 19 (c) (1972) and, generally, the failure to provide for
mobile homes in any other zone. Minimum living areas contained
in the ordinance also effectively prohibit mobile homes.
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48. State by what standards plaintiffs assert that Metuchert's
zoning ordinance permits multi-family housing on only an insig-
lifleant zmount of land.

t this time, plaintiff states that Metuchen has 36 acres in its
1-4 and R-5 zones, out of 1,416 acres. Thus, less than 3% of
the land is zoned primarily multi-family.

49. State plaintiffs' definition of multi-family housing.

t this time, plaintiffs state: the definition contained in
letuchen Borough Code, Art I, sec. 2 "Dwelling - Multifamily",
Ls sufficient. Such housing is also defined as units with 5 or
nore units per structure, excluding attached townhouse develop-
nents. New Jersey Cty and Municipal govtmt study Comm. Housing and
uburbs: Fiscal and Social Impact of multifamily development (1974)

50. State the specific locations and areas in Metuchen in1

which defendant, Borough of Metuchen, could zone for additional
nobile homes, and state the statutory standards of zoning which
would permit, such mobile homes at these locations.

'.t plaintiffs prove their case, it may well be that as a matter
>f equitable relief, the court will order that plaintiffs are
entitled under the. law to the relief proposed in this interrogatory
lowever, the question of appropriate relief is one to be decided
jy the court after a full hearing on the merits, and it would be
>remature, as well as inappropriate for the plaintiffs to discuss
:he scope of relief.

51. State the specific locations and areas on Metuchen in
which defendant, Borough of Metuchen, could zone for additional
nulti-family buildings and state the statutory standards of
zoning which would permit such multi-family buildings at these
locations

!ee 50, above.

29-



52 State whether plaintiffs or any one acting in their
behalf attempted to persuade the Planning Board of the Borough
of Metuchen to rezone any area for multi-family use or mobile
homes.

At this time, plaintiffs state that no such attempt has been
made.

53. If answer is yes, state the date and place of said
request, to whom it was made, and the result of same.

See 52, above.

54. State whether plaintiffs or any one acting on their
behalf, ever filed for a variance to build, permit the use of,
or reside in any multi-family house or mobile homes in the Borougjj
of Metuchen.

At this time, plaintiffs state that no such variance has been
filed.

55. State by what authority or standards plaintiffs assert
that minimum floor area requirements of 1,000 to 1,400 square
feet in the Metuchen ordinance are unreasonable.

Plaintiffs have stated that such minimum floor area requirements
increase building costs, are unreasonable and arbitrary, and are
totally unrelated to health, welfare and safety.
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56. Attach references to all reports, studies, books,
periodicals, or statutes on which plaintiffs rely or will rely
on trial to sustain their claim that the land use policies and
practices of the Borough of Metuchen are exclusionary, as set
forth in the appendix to the complaint.

t this time, detailed lists are unavailable. References to
general publications that will be used have been furnished in
response to interrogatories served by defendants East Brunswick,
iscataway, Sayreville, South Amboy, South Brunswick, and South
lainfield.

57. Set forth the names and addresses of a l l expert witnesses
upon which plaintiffs will rely, and attach copies of a l l reports.

± this time this information is unavailable.

A. SBRJTZER
Attorney vopt} /De'f t . Mayor and
Council of ttfe Sorough of
Metuchen


