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MARTIN A, SPRITZER, ESQ.
SPRIXZRR B RRESSIXE BSOS

414 MAIN STREET

METUCHEN, NEW JERSEY 08840

(201) 548-6455

ATTORNEYS FOR Defendant, Mayor and
Council of the Borough of Metuchen

Plaintiff

URBAN LEAGUE OF GREATER NEW BRUNSWICK,
a non-profit corporation of the State
of New Jereey, et als 4

vs.

Defendant
MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF
CARTERET, et als

STATE OF NEW JERSEY)
COUNTY OF MIDDLESEX) SS:

HOWARD GOODENOUGH, residing at 21 Cliffwood Place, Metuchern
New Jersey, being duly sworn upon my oath, depose and say:

1. I am President of the Metuchen Senior Citizen Housing
Corporation, a non-profit corporation of the State of New Jersey.
The corporation was formed by persons appointed by the Mayor and
Council of the Borough of Metuchen, by Council resolution dated

November 1l6th, 1970. The corporation was formed to attempt to
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select a site andjobtein financing in response to a demand for
eenior‘citizen:houSing in the Borough of Metuchen.

2;1’Becedée ot“the lack of vacant land Other available
land in the Borough, the corporation was not able to locate a
suitablesite‘ﬁntilfi972. This consisted of a 2.3 acre site
partially Vecent on Lincoln Avenue. The corporation was planning
to finance the project under N.,J.S.A. 55:14 et seq. and N,J.S.A,.
55:16 et seq. through the New Jersey Housing Finance Agency, and
under the federal auspicis popularly known as the Federal 236
Program.

3.m’The corporation was informed that no application
could be'mEde to the New Jersey Housing Finance Agency or any
commitment obtained, unless the Borough zoning regulations
~Vpermitted4the housing{use on the site. The corporation obtained
floptionsion the four lots involved, end requested the Borough/to'
,,amend its zoning ordinance to remove the site from an RfZ single
family residence to an R-5 zone and to make additionel modifications
in R-5 zones to accommodate this‘specific type of housing.

4, Since 162 unit building was being considered, based on
the size ot the site and the amenities reqnired by senior citizen
moderate income housing, as distinguished from other types, an

8 story height 1imitation was required, as well as relaxing other




requirements such as parking, minimum yard and density. The
Bordugh Council accededkto the request of the Metuchen Senior
Citizen Housing Corporatibn, and amended’the zoning ordinance
accordingly on December 18th, 1972,

: 5. Because of a’mQratorium on the Federal 236 Program,v
acquisition 6f the 2.3 acre éite for thé senior citizen housing
project was’délayedQ It was not until'May of 1974 that the site
Waslacquired, not with any federal money, but under a 1007%
mbrtgagekof the New Jérsey Housing Finance Agency. However,
between thé time of the adoption of the December 18, 1972 ordinanc
and the acquisition of the property in May 1974, the Borough had
reduced‘the height limitation in the R-5 zone, applicable to all
multi-housing including senior Citizén housing, to 3 stories.
Since‘ali'applications before the N.H.F.A. were inactive béCause(
of the federalkmoratorium, this had no immediate impact on the
project. However, a éondition of the 1007 mortgage from the ;
N.H.F.A. as contdined in a resolution of the Mayor and Council
adopted February 25, 1974 was''that at the appropriate time, the
Borough Council and other Borough Boards will take steps necessary
to accommodatékany zoning changes or requirements as determined
by,the Metuchen Senibr Citizen's Housing Corporation and New

Jersey Housing Finance Agency and the Mayor and Council of the

[¢)




Borough of Metuchen."

6. After the acquisition of the property in May 1974, the
Metuchen Seniof Citizen Housing Corporation, through its con-
sultants, made every effort to develop a project consistent with
the ﬁew;zoning restrictions as contained in the December 17, 1973
amendﬁéﬁt, including the 3 story height limitations. Based on
financial estimates submitted by the corporation, the New Jereey
Housing Finance Agency determined in December 1974, that to have
the prdject financially feasible under the new Section 8 provision
'of'the‘Housing and Community‘Development Act of 1974 (replacing
the old Fedéralk236 Program), 120 units were preferable and to be
approveé in contrast to’a 90 unit possibility, to conform to a low
7height_limitation. The consultant for the Metuchen Senior Citizen
Housing Corporafion at first believed that only a 6 story building
could house the 120 units and afford the proper amenities for
senior citizen housing within the limitations of the site.
However, the intense desire of the governing body, as expressed
through the 1973 amendment and the populus of the Borough of
Métuchen,kas expressed in a non-~binding referéndum héld in Nov-
ember 1973, were persuasive in having the consultant present a
preliminary plan for a 4 story or 48 foot height limitation.

Thereupon, the corporation requested the Council to make another




zoning change_increasing the height only for;moderate“income
senior citizen housing projectsfdeveloped éﬁfsuant to N.J.S.A.
55:14 et seq. and N.J.S.A. 55:16 etiéeq. aéﬁﬁell as réiaxing
minimum yard requirewmients in order that the prdject could be
accommodated on the site. As a result of Ehis zoning change
adopted June 1l6th, 1975, which was a prerequesité for further
progress on the senior citizen housiﬁg development, rapid progress
is now being ﬁéde through the New Jersey State Housing Finance
Agency to finalize the plans and acquire a commitment under the
Sectioﬁ 8’Program of the Housing and community Development Act
of 1974,

Sworn to and subscrlbe
,to before me th;s 73




