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November 21, 1985

OF COUNSEL
RICHARD J. HUGHES

New Jersey Suprene Court
c/o Stephen W Townsend, Cerk
Hughes Justice Conpl ex

CN- 970

Trent on,

New Jer sey 08625

RE: Township of Cranbury v. Urban League of G eater
New Brunswi ck, et al; Suprene Court;
Docket No. A-124 (#24,782)

Dear Honorable Justices of the Suprene Court:

W represent Lawrence Zirinsky, one of three plaintiff
| and owners seeking a builders remedy in ongoing litigation

agai nst the Townshi p of Cranbury.

On Novenber 15, 1985, the

Court directly certified the appeal of Cranbury, concerning

t he deni al

of the trial court to transfer this matter to the

Fair Housing Council, as established by Chapter 266 of the

| aws of 1985.

In its Order, the Court asked that briefs be

filed on the substantive issue of the transfer by Decenber 2,

1985.

In view of the ‘fact that Judge Eugene Serpentelli has
est abl i shed Decenber 2 as the first date of a |ong del ayed
conpliance hearing in this matter, GCranbury has sought a
stay fromthe Court pending a disposition of the transfer

question by the Court.

By this letter, we wish to join with

the other plaintiffs in the Cranbury litigation in consenting
to the stay for a period no later than January 1986. W do
so only because we recogni ze that the transfer issue is a
novel one and shoul d be disposed of by the Court as quickly

as possi bl e,
trial court

wi t hout the need for further proceedings in a
in the interin.
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However, we would respectfully urge the Court not to issue
any stay beyond January because of the extraordinary delay which
this case has already received to date. As the Court knows, the
original action against Cranbury Township was filed on July 23,
1974 and resulted in a judgnment declaring the zoning of that
Township to be exclusionary. 142 N.J. Super. 11, 28-29 (Ch. Dv.
1976) . As part of its Mount Laurel TT decision, this Court
remanded the Cranbury case back to Judge Serpentelli on January 20,
1983, see 92 N.J. 350-351.

In reliance upon Mount Laurel 11, we filed a conplaint with
Judge Serpentelli in Decenber 1983, on behalf of Lawence Zirinsky,
the optionee of 771 acres in the western section of Cranbury Town-
ship, seeking a builder's renedy. During April and May 1984, an
18 day trial was conducted before Judge Serpentelli dealing with
guestions such as farm and preservation, historic preservation
and the Township's region and fair-share allocation. On July 27,
1984, Judge Serpentelli declared the Township's fair-share of
| ow and noderate incone housing to be 816 units. In that sane
opi nion, the Township was given 90 days to revise its |and use
ordi nance. Cranbury Township did not conmply with this order unti
Decenber 28, 1984, when it submtted a plan which essentially
preserved its current exclusionary zoning schene. Even though
M. Zirinsky submtted a detailed plan to devel op 144 acres of
his hol dings for construction of higher density housing, including
a 20% conponent for |ow and noderate incone housing and presented
that plan to Cranbury in Septenber 1984, our clients' plans

were not even nentioned in Cranbury's response. In May 1985,
the Special Master appointed by the Court, Philip Caton.. issued
his own recomendati on to Judge Serpentelli. \Wile there was

a slight delay in submtting responding reports by the plaintiffs,
all of the delay encountered to date has been principally caused
by Cranbury Township which is adamantly opposed to any reasonabl e
anmount of |ow and noderate inconme housing.

| belive that this Court should therefore not construe the
consent to a stay as any acknow edgnent on a part of our clients
but further unnecessary delay should be encountered in realizing
t he objectives of Mount Laurel I1.

Respectfully submtted,

STERNS, HERBERT & W\EI NROTH
Attorneys for Plaintiff,
Lawrence Zirinsky
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