
CHAPTER 41

AN ACT authorizing law enforcement officer memorial license plates, supplementing chapter 3
of Title 39 of the Revised Statutes and subtitle 12A of Title 18A of the New Jersey Statutes.

BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the State of New Jersey:

C.18A:71B-24.1  Short title.
1. This act shall be known and may be cited as the "Law Enforcement Officers' Memorial

Scholarship Act of 2000."

C.39:3-27.123  Law enforcement officer memorial license plates; "Law Enforcement Officer
Memorial Fund."

2.  a.  The Director of the Division of Motor Vehicles may issue for a motor vehicle owned
or leased and registered in the State special license plates bearing, in addition to the registration
number and other markings or identification otherwise prescribed by law, an appropriate  slogan
and an emblem, to be designed by the Superintendent of State Police, in consultation with the
State Police Benevolent Association, the State Fraternal Order of Police and the staff of the
National Law Enforcement Officers Memorial Fund, Inc., and approved by the Director of the
Division of Motor Vehicles.  These design features shall commemorate and honor law
enforcement officers killed in the line of duty in New Jersey.

b. Application for issuance of law enforcement officer memorial license plates shall be made
to the director on such forms and in such manner as may be prescribed by the director.  The
director shall collect for each set of plates issued an application fee of $50, and an annual
renewal fee of $10, in addition to the fees otherwise prescribed by law for the registration of
motor vehicles.

c. Monies collected from all fees for law enforcement officer memorial license plates shall
be deposited in a special account to be known as the "Law Enforcement Officer Memorial Fund"
to be  established in the Department of the Treasury.  Other funds made available to the State
to support the provisions of this act shall be deposited in this fund for use as set forth in this  act.
Interest or other income earned on monies deposited into the fund shall be credited to the fund
for use as set forth in this act.

d. The director shall annually certify to the Commissioner of Transportation the average
cost per license plate incurred in the immediately preceding year by the Division of Motor
Vehicles in producing, issuing, renewing and publicizing the availability of law enforcement
officer memorial license plates.  The Commissioner of Transportation shall annually report to
the Director of the Division of Budget and Accounting in the Department of the Treasury the
costs incurred by the Department of Transportation and the Division of Motor Vehicles to
implement the provisions of this section.

e. The director shall notify eligible motorists of the opportunity to obtain law enforcement
officer memorial license plates by including a notice with all motor vehicle registration renewals,
and by posting appropriate posters or signs in all division facilities and offices.  The notices,
posters and signs shall be designed by the Superintendent of State Police after consulting with
the State Police Benevolent Association, the State Fraternal Order of Police and the staff of the
National Law Enforcement Officers Memorial Fund, Inc.  The designs shall be subject to the
approval of the director.  The Superintendent shall supply the division with the notices, posters
and signs to be circulated or posted by the division.

f. In the event that the average cost per license plate, as certified by the director and
approved by the Joint Budget Oversight Committee, or its successor, is greater than the $50
application fee established in subsection b. of this section in two consecutive fiscal years, the
director may discontinue the issuance of the law enforcement officer memorial license plate.

C.39:3-27.124  Contributions to offset initial costs for law enforcement officer memorial license
plates.

3. The State Police Benevolent Association, the State Fraternal Order of Police, and the
National Law Enforcement Officers Memorial Fund, Inc. shall contribute monies in an amount
to be determined by the director, not to exceed an aggregate amount of $50,000, to be used to
offset the initial costs incurred by the division for producing, issuing, renewing, and publicizing
the availability of special license plates that commemorate and honor law enforcement officers
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killed in the line of duty in New Jersey.  To help offset the initial costs incurred by the division
for the special license plates authorized by this act, other law enforcement organizations and
donors may assist by contributing monies to any of the three organizations listed herein.  Any
amount remaining after the payment of the initial costs shall be returned to the three contributing
organizations.

C.39:3-27.125  Use of appropriated funds.
4. Funds from the Law Enforcement Officer Memorial Fund shall be annually appropriated

first to reimburse the amount contributed by those organizations pursuant to section 3 of this act,
and then:

a. to reimburse the Division of Motor Vehicles for all costs, including those costs associated
with computer programming changes, incurred in producing, issuing, renewing and publicizing
the availability of  law enforcement officer memorial license plates;

b. to reimburse the Department of Transportation for the design and printing of notices,
posters and signs to be utilized by the Division of Motor Vehicles; and

c. for the establishment of a scholarship program for the children of law enforcement
officers killed in the line of duty pursuant to section 5 of this act.

C.18A:71B-24.2  Law Enforcement Officer Memorial Scholarships Program.
5.  a.  There is created the Law Enforcement Officer Memorial Scholarships Program.  These

scholarships shall be awarded, pursuant to the provisions of this act, to the children of New
Jersey law enforcement officers who were killed in the line of duty.  The New Jersey Higher
Education Student Assistance Authority, in but not of the Department of State, and established
pursuant to N.J.S.18A:71A-3, shall administer this program.

b. Law Enforcement Officer Memorial Scholarships shall be awarded annually within the
limits of monies in the Law Enforcement Officer Memorial Fund, created pursuant to subsection
c. of section 2 of P.L.2001, c.41 (C.39:3-27.123), for undergraduate study leading to a
baccalaureate degree or associate degree at any public or private institution of higher education
in New Jersey.  The amount of any such scholarship shall not exceed an amount equal to the
portion of the recipient's cost of attendance at the institution that is not otherwise covered by
any other scholarship, tuition aid grant, benefit or other assistance awarded to the recipient under
the "Higher Education Student Assistance Authority Law," N.J.S.18A:71A-1 et seq.

c. The scholarships may be renewed annually for up to four years, except that each
scholarship shall remain in effect only if the holder of the scholarship remains a full-time student
in good standing at the institution and continues to meet the eligibility criteria and guidelines
established under this act and regulations promulgated thereto.  Selection of recipients may take
into account the actual dependency of the recipients, their needs and means, and the pecuniary
loss occasioned by reason of the death of their parents.

d. A student who is subject to the provisions of the "Military Selective Service Act," 50
U.S.C. App.453, shall not be eligible to receive any scholarship without verification of
compliance with the requirements of that act.

e. For the purposes of this act, "law enforcement officer" means a New Jersey resident
employed as a permanent full-time member of any federal, State, county or municipal law
enforcement agency, department, or division of those governments who is statutorily empowered
to act for the detection, investigation, arrest, conviction, detention, or rehabilitation of persons
violating the criminal laws of this State or of the United States and statutorily required to
successfully complete a training course approved by the Police Training Commission pursuant
to P.L.1961, c.56 (C.52:17B-66 et seq.), or certified by the commission as being substantially
equivalent to an approved course.

C.18A:71B-24.3  Rules, regulations.
6. The Higher Education Student Assistance Authority shall adopt rules and regulations

pursuant to the "Administrative Procedure Act," P.L.1968, c.410 (C.52:14B-1 et seq.),
necessary to carry out the provisions of this act.
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C.18A:71B-24.4  Annual appropriation.
7. There shall be annually appropriated to the Higher Education Student Assistance

Authority such sums as shall be necessary to administer the provisions of sections 5 and 6 of
P.L.2001, 41 (C.18A:71B-24.2 and 18A:71B-24.3).

C.39:3-27.126  Memorandum of agreement.
8. The director and the organizations contributing monies pursuant to section 3 of this act

shall enter into a memorandum of agreement setting forth the procedures to be followed by the
division and the contributing organizations in carrying out the provisions of this act.

9. This act shall take effect immediately but shall remain inoperative until the first day of the
seventh month after enactment; except that the Commissioner of Transportation, the State
Treasurer and the Director of the Division of Motor Vehicles may take such action in advance
of that day as may be necessary for the timely implementation of this act.

Approved March 27, 2001.


