CHAPTER 102
AN ACT concerning the membership and powers of a county board of recreation commissioners
and amending R.S.40:12-1 and R.S.40:12-6.
BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the State of New Jersey:
1.

R.S.40:12-1 is amended to read as follows:

Board of recreation commissioners; appointment, terms.
40:12-1. a. The mayor or other chief executive officer of any municipality may in his or her
discretion appoint not less than three nor more than seven persons, citizens and residents of the
municipality, as members of a board of recreation commissioners. The commissioners first
appointed shall be appointed for terms of 1, 2, 3, 4, and 5 years respectively, in such manner that
the term of at least one commissioner and not more than two commissioners shall expire in each
year according to the number appointed as fixed by the mayor or other chief executive officer.
In case of the increase of a board from three to five members or in case of the increase of a
board from five to seven members, the additional commissioners shall be appointed, one for 4
and one for 5 years and in case of the increase of a board from three to seven members, two of
the additional commissioners shall be appointed for 4 years and two shall be appointed for 5
years. Thereafter all appointments shall be for the term of 3 years if the board consists of three
members or 5 years if the board consists of five or seven members, according to the number
appointed to comprise the board, and vacancies shall be filled for the unexpired term only. The
members shall serve until their respective successors are appointed and shall qualify. The
members shall receive no compensation for their services.
b. The board of chosen freeholders of any county may in its discretion appoint not less than
three nor more than nine persons, citizens and residents of the county, as members of a board
of recreation commissioners. The commissioners first appointed shall be appointed for terms
of 1, 2, 3, 4, and 5 years respectively, in such manner that the term of at least one commissioner
and not more than two commissioners shall expire in each year according to the number
appointed as fixed by the board of chosen freeholders. In case of the increase of a board from
three to five members, one additional member shall be appointed for 4 years and one for 5 years.
In the case of the increase of a board from five to seven members, one additional member shall
be appointed for 4 years and one for 5 years. In the case of the increase of a board from seven
to nine members, one additional member shall be appointed for 4 years and one for 5 years. In
the case of the increase of a board from five to nine members, two additional commissioners shall
be appointed for 4 years and two for 5 years. In the case of the increase of a board from three
to nine members, three additional commissioners shall be appointed for 4 years and three for 5
years. Thereafter, all appointments shall be for the term of 3 years if the board consists of three
members or 5 years if the board consists of five, seven or nine members, according to the number
appointed to comprise the board, and vacancies shall be filled for the unexpired term only. The
members shall serve until their respective successors are appointed and shall qualify. The
members shall receive no compensation for their services.
All such boards heretofore appointed are continued and shall be governed by the provisions
of sections 40:12-1 to 40:12-8 of this Title.
2.

R.S.40:12-6 is amended to read as follows:

Powers of board of recreation commissioners.
40:12-6. The board of recreation commissioners shall have full control over all lands,
playgrounds and recreation places acquired or leased under the provisions of sections 40:12-1
to 40:12-9 of this Title and may adopt a board seal, suitable rules, regulations and bylaws for the
use thereof, and the conduct of all persons while on or using the same; and any person who shall
violate any of such rules, regulations or bylaws shall be deemed and adjudged to be a disorderly
person.
The custodians, supervisors and assistants appointed by the board shall, while on duty and for
the purpose of preserving order and the observance of the rules, regulations and bylaws of the
board, have all the power and authority of police officers of the respective municipalities in and
for which they are severally appointed.
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The board may appoint a recreation director for a term not to exceed 3 years, a secretary or
clerk, and such number of custodians, supervisors and assistants for the several playgrounds and
recreation places under its control as they shall think necessary, and fix and determine their
salaries.
3.

This act shall take effect immediately.

Approved June 14, 2001.

