CHAPTER 216
AN ACT concerning the commission of crimes involving firearms and amending P.L.1979, c.179.
BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the State of New Jersey:
1.

Section 6 of P.L.1979, c.179 (C.2C:39-7) is amended to read as follows:

C.2C:39-7 Certain persons not to have weapons.
6. Certain Persons Not to Have Weapons.
a. Except as provided in subsection b. of this section, any person, having been convicted in
this State or elsewhere of the crime of aggravated assault, arson, burglary, escape, extortion,
homicide, kidnapping, robbery, aggravated sexual assault, sexual assault or endangering the
welfare of a child pursuant to N.J.S.2C:24-4, whether or not armed with or having in his
possession any weapon enumerated in subsection r. of N.J.S.2C:39-1, or any person convicted
of a crime pursuant to the provisions of N.J.S.2C:39-3, N.J.S.2C:39-4 or N.J.S.2C:39-9, or any
person who has ever been committed for a mental disorder to any hospital, mental institution or
sanitarium unless he possesses a certificate of a medical doctor or psychiatrist licensed to
practice in New Jersey or other satisfactory proof that he is no longer suffering from a mental
disorder which interferes with or handicaps him in the handling of a firearm, or any person who
has been convicted of other than a disorderly persons or petty disorderly persons offense for the
unlawful use, possession or sale of a controlled dangerous substance as defined in N.J.S.2C:35-2
who purchases, owns, possesses or controls any of the said weapons is guilty of a crime of the
fourth degree.
b. A person having been convicted in this State or elsewhere of the crime of aggravated
assault, arson, burglary, escape, extortion, homicide, kidnapping, robbery, aggravated sexual
assault, sexual assault or endangering the welfare of a child pursuant to N.J.S.2C:24-4, whether
or not armed with or having in his possession a weapon enumerated in subsection r. of
N.J.S.2C:39-1, or a person having been convicted of a crime pursuant to the provisions of
N.J.S.2C:35-3 through N.J.S.2C:35-6, inclusive; section 1 of P.L.1987, c.101 (C.2C:35-7);
N.J.S.2C:35-11; N.J.S.2C:39-3; N.J.S.2C:39-4; or N.J.S.2C:39-9 who purchases, owns,
possesses or controls a firearm is guilty of a crime of the second degree and upon conviction
thereof, the person shall be sentenced to a term of imprisonment by the court. The term of
imprisonment shall include the imposition of a minimum term, which shall be fixed at five years,
during which the defendant shall be ineligible for parole. If the defendant is sentenced to an
extended term of imprisonment pursuant to N.J.S. 2C:43-7, the extended term of imprisonment
shall include the imposition of a minimum term, which shall be fixed at, or between, one-third
and one-half of the sentence imposed by the court or five years, whichever is greater, during
which the defendant shall be ineligible for parole.
c. Whenever any person shall have been convicted in another state, territory, commonwealth
or other jurisdiction of the United States, or any country in the world, in a court of competent
jurisdiction, of a crime which in said other jurisdiction or country is comparable to one of the
crimes enumerated in subsection a. or b. of this section, then that person shall be subject to the
provisions of this section.
2.

This act shall take effect immediately.

Approved August 21, 2001.

