
CHAPTER 238

AN ACT creating the "Main Street New Jersey" program in the Department of Community
Affairs and supplementing chapter 27D of Title 52 of the Revised Statutes.

BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the State of New Jersey:

C.52:27D-452  "Main Street New Jersey" program; duties of DCA.
1. a. There is created in the Division of Housing and Community Resources in the Department

of Community Affairs the "Main Street New Jersey" program as a comprehensive revitalization
program to promote the historic and economic redevelopment of traditional business districts
in the State.  The purpose of the program shall be to provide small business assistance services
to local downtown communities, including business owners and entrepreneurs, with a long-term
goal of revitalizing local downtown areas.

b. The Department of Community Affairs shall administer the "Main Street New Jersey"
program created under subsection a. of this section.  The duties of the department in
implementing this program shall include, but not be limited to, the following:

1) employment, in the State classified service, of a State Coordinator and staff for the "Main
Street New Jersey" program;

2) entering into contracts with the National Main Street Center and others to assist in
accomplishing the program's objectives and provide technical assistance to the "Main Street New
Jersey" program and local programs;

3) development of a plan, with the assistance of the Main Street New Jersey Advisory Board
established pursuant to section 5 of P.L.2001, c.238 (C.52:27D-456), describing the objectives
of the "Main Street New Jersey" program and detailing the methods by which the department
shall coordinate the activities of the program with private and public sector revitalization of
downtown business areas, solicit and use private sector funding for revitalization of downtown
areas, and help municipalities engage in revitalization of their downtown business areas; and

4) coordination and cooperation with other State and local public and private entities that
provide services to municipalities undertaking projects for the revitalization of downtown
business areas.

C.52:27D-453  Rules, regulations.
2. Pursuant to the "Administrative Procedure Act," P.L.1968, c.410 (C.52:14B-1 et seq.),

the Commissioner of Community Affairs shall adopt rules and regulations governing the
qualifications of applicants, the application procedures, and the criteria for providing assistance
under the "Main Street New Jersey" program.

C.52:27D-454  Assistance provided to certain municipalities.
3. The commissioner shall provide assistance under this program to municipalities selected

through a competitive application process.  A municipality shall have historic architectural
resources in a defined downtown commercial district, a commitment to employ a full-time
Executive Director for its "Main Street New Jersey" program, establishment of a volunteer board
of directors, development of public-private partnerships and a program operating budget deemed
adequate by the commissioner for not less than three years.  A municipality having a population
of not more than 20,000, according to the most recent federal decennial census, shall not be
required to employ a full-time Executive Director for its program.

The commissioner may also provide limited assistance through the "Main Street New Jersey"
program to any municipality through training, technical assistance and information on the
revitalization of central business districts.

C.52:27D-455  Services provided to municipality selected for program.
4. The commissioner shall provide services to each municipality selected to participate in

the "Main Street New Jersey" program at no additional cost to the municipality.  Those services
shall include, but shall not be limited to:

a. In-depth volunteer and executive director training;
b. Advanced training on specific downtown issues, including but not limited to marketing,

business recruitment, volunteer management and historic preservation;
c. Visits by professional consultants to help each municipality develop its strengths and plan
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for the success of its downtown area;
d. Small business development consulting services for local business owners;
e. Marketing and public relations consulting for local businesses and "Main Street New

Jersey" organizations;
f. Architectural design consulting for business and property owners;
g. Educational materials, including manuals and slide programs;
h. Links to local, State and federal "Main Street" community networks.

C.52:27D-456  Main Street New Jersey Advisory Board.
5. The Main Street New Jersey Advisory Board is established for the purposes of providing

guidance and advocacy in formulating policy and assisting with the long-term planning and
administration of the "Main Street New Jersey" program.  The Main Street New Jersey Advisory
Board shall consist of 19 members.  Fifteen members shall serve in a voluntary capacity, to be
appointed through a process to be determined by the commissioner.  Each voluntary member
shall have a demonstrated commitment to the goals of the "Main Street New Jersey" program.
The voluntary members shall represent all geographic regions of the State.

The remaining four advisory board members shall serve ex officio and shall be a representative
of the Historic Preservation Program in the Department of Environmental Protection, to be
appointed by the Commissioner of Environmental Protection, a representative of the
Neighborhood Preservation Program in the Department of Community Affairs, to be appointed
by the Commissioner of Community Affairs, a representative of the Housing and Mortgage
Finance Agency, to be appointed by the executive director of that agency, and a representative
of the Commerce and Economic Development Commission, to be appointed by the chief
operating officer of that commission.

The terms of the voluntary members so appointed, after the initial appointments, shall be three
years, and each member may be reappointed.  The terms of initial appointments of the voluntary
members shall be staggered so that the terms of 1/3 of the advisory board's voluntary members
shall expire annually.  The advisory board members who are not State employees shall be entitled
to reimbursement of their expenses incurred in connection with their duties on the advisory
board.

C.52:27D-457  "Main Street New Jersey Program Fund."
6. There is established in the Department of Community Affairs the "Main Street New

Jersey Program Fund," which shall consist of all funds appropriated to the "Main Street New
Jersey" program by the Legislature, and also any gifts, contributions, grants or bequests received
from the federal government or any other source.  Money in the "Main Street New Jersey
Program Fund" shall be used to carry out the provisions of P.L.2001, c.238 (C.52:27D-452 et
seq.) and for no other purposes.  Any funds remaining in the fund at the end of any fiscal year
shall not lapse to the General Fund, but shall remain in the fund.

C.52:27D-458  Continued provision of assistance to municipalities selected prior to law.
7. The commissioner shall continue to provide the assistance required under P.L.2001, c.238

(C.52:27D-452 et seq.) to municipalities that were selected to participate in the "Main Street
New Jersey" program prior to the effective date of P.L.2001, c.238 (C.52:27D-452 et seq.).

8. There shall be annually appropriated to the "Main Street New Jersey" program an amount
necessary to effectuate the provisions of P.L.2001, c.238 (C.52:27D-452 et seq.).

9. This act shall take effect immediately.

Approved August 31, 2001.


