CHAPTER 274
AN ACT concerning fines for violation of municipal ordinances and amending R.S.40:49-5.
BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the State of New Jersey:
1.

R.S.40:49-5 is amended to read as follows:

Penalties for violations of municipal ordinances.
40:49-5. The governing body may prescribe penalties for the violation of ordinances it may
have authority to pass, by one or more of the following: imprisonment in the county jail or in any
place provided by the municipality for the detention of prisoners, for any term not exceeding 90
days; or by a fine not exceeding $1,250; or by a period of community service not exceeding 90
days.
The governing body may prescribe that for the violation of any particular ordinance at least
a minimum penalty shall be imposed which shall consist of a fine which may be fixed at an
amount not exceeding $100.00. The court before which any person is convicted of violating any
ordinance of a municipality shall have power to impose any fine, term of imprisonment, or period
of community service not less than the minimum and not exceeding the maximum fixed in such
ordinance.
Any person who is convicted of violating an ordinance within one year of the date of a
previous violation of the same ordinance and who was fined for the previous violation, shall be
sentenced by a court to an additional fine as a repeat offender. The additional fine imposed by
the court upon a person for a repeated offense shall not be less than the minimum or exceed the
maximum fine fixed for a violation of the ordinance, but shall be calculated separately from the
fine imposed for the violation of the ordinance.
Any municipality which chooses not to impose an additional fine upon a person for a repeated
violation of any municipal ordinance may waive the additional fine by ordinance or resolution.
Any person convicted of the violation of any ordinance may, in the discretion of the court by
which he was convicted, and in default of the payment of any fine imposed therefor, be
imprisoned in the county jail or place of detention provided by the municipality, for any term not
exceeding 90 days, or be required to perform community service for a period not exceeding 90
days.
2.

This act shall take effect immediately.

Approved December 26, 2001.

