
CHAPTER 299

AN ACT concerning violence in the public schools and amending P.L.1982, c.163.

BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the State of New Jersey:

1. Section 1 of P.L.1982, c. 163 (C.18A:17-46) is amended to read as follows:

C.18A:17-46  Reporting of act of violence by school employee; annual report; public hearing.
1. Any school employee observing or having direct knowledge from a participant or victim

of an act of violence shall, in accordance with standards established by the commissioner, file a
report describing the incident to the school principal in a manner prescribed by the commissioner,
and copy of same shall be forwarded to the district superintendent.

The principal shall notify the district superintendent of schools of the action taken regarding
the incident.  Annually, at a public hearing in October, the superintendent of schools shall report
to the board of education all acts of violence and vandalism which occurred during the previous
school year.  The proceedings of the public hearing shall be transcribed and kept on file by the
board of education, which shall make the transcript available to the public.  Verification of the
annual report on violence and vandalism shall be part of the State's monitoring of the school
district, and the State Board of Education shall adopt regulations that impose a penalty on a
school employee who knowingly falsifies the report.  A board of education shall provide ongoing
staff training, in cooperation with the Department of Education, in fulfilling the reporting
requirements pursuant to this section.  The majority representative of the school employees shall
have access monthly to the number and disposition of all reported acts of school violence and
vandalism.

The board of education shall file the transcript of the public hearing with the Division of
Student Services in the Department of Education by November 1.  The division shall review the
transcript to ensure compliance with this section of law. The costs of staff training and
transcribing the public hearing and printing the transcript shall be paid by the Department of
Education.

2. This act shall take effect immediately.

Approved January 2, 2002.


