
CHAPTER 51

AN ACT concerning the liability of public entities and public employees for acquiring,
stockpiling, distributing and dispensing certain drugs and vaccines and supplementing chapter
6 of Title 59 of the New Jersey Statutes.

BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the State of New Jersey:

C.59:6-8  Immunity for public entities, employees relative to certain actions for response to CBR
agents.

1. Notwithstanding any other provision of law to the contrary, a public entity or public
employee shall not be liable in any civil action for damages as a result of the public entity's or
public employee's acts of commission or omission arising out of and in the course of the
acquisition, stockpiling, distribution or dispensing by the public entity or public employee of
drugs and vaccines which mitigate the effects of exposure to nuclear, chemical or biological
agents caused by an act of terrorism or arising out of a state of emergency as declared by the
Governor, including but not limited to, potassium iodide pills. 

Nothing in this act shall be deemed to grant immunity to any person or entity causing damage
by a willful, wanton or grossly negligent act of commission or omission.

C.59:6-9  Procedures, rules, regulations.
2. Within six months of the effective date of this act and in accordance with the

"Administrative Procedure Act," P.L.1968, c.410 (C.52:14B-1 et seq.), the Commissioner of
Health and Senior Services shall adopt and implement adequate procedures and promulgate rules
and regulations necessary to implement the acquisition, stockpiling, distribution and dispensing
of drugs and vaccines which mitigate the effects of exposure to nuclear, chemical or biological
agents, including but not limited to, potassium iodide pills.

The rules and regulations shall include, but need not be limited to, provisions concerning:  (1)
the monitoring and inspection procedures for stockpiled drugs and vaccines; (2) the maintenance
and retention of records of information from monitoring activities; (3) the submission to the
Department of Health and Senior Services of monitoring reports; and (4) any other related
information as the Commissioner of Health and Senior Services may require.

3. This act shall take effect immediately.

Approved April 23, 2003.


