
CHAPTER 12

AN ACT concerning newborn infant screening and supplementing P.L.1977, c.321 (C.26:2-110
et seq.).

BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the State of New Jersey:

C.26:2-111.1  Option of additional screening for disorders in infants required; cost.
1. a. A health care provider shall give an infant's parent or guardian the option of consenting

to the performance of testing by qualified laboratories for disorders in infants for which testing
is not required pursuant to P.L.1977, c.321 (C.26:2-110 et seq.), on a form and in a manner
prescribed by the Commissioner of Health and Senior Services.  The health care provider shall
not be required to assume the cost of such testing.

As used in this section:
"Health care provider" means a health care professional licensed pursuant to Title 45 of the

Revised Statutes or a health care facility licensed pursuant to Title 26 of the Revised Statutes
that provides health care services to newborn infants.

"Qualified laboratory" means a clinical laboratory not operated by the Department of Health
and Senior Services, which is certified by the Secretary of Health and Human Services pursuant
to the federal "Clinical Laboratory Improvement Amendments of 1988," Pub.L.100-578 (42
U.S.C. s.263a) and reports its test results by using normal pediatric reference ranges.

b. (1) The Commissioner of Health and Senior Services shall prepare and make available
electronically, on the Internet website of the Department of Health and Senior Services,
information that explains the availability of testing performed by qualified laboratories for
disorders in infants for which testing is not required pursuant to P.L.1977, c.321 (C.26:2-110
et seq.).

(2) A health care provider shall give an infant's parent or guardian a hard copy of the
information prepared pursuant to paragraph (1) of this subsection and provide the parent or
guardian with a reasonable opportunity to read the informationwhen giving the parent or
guardian the option of consenting to the performance of testing pursuant to subsection a. of this
section.

2. The Commissioner of Health and Senior Services shall adopt rules and regulations,
pursuant to the "Administrative Procedure Act," P.L.1968, c.410 (C.52:14B-1 et seq.),
necessary to carry out the provisions of this act.

3. This act shall take effect on the 180th day following enactment, but the Commissioner
of Health and Senior Services may take such anticipatory administrative action in advance as
shall be necessary for the implementation of the act.

Approved May 5, 2004.


