CHAPTER 86
AN ACT concerning penalties for motorists who fail to yield to pedestrians, amending
R.S.39:4-36 and supplementing chapter 4 of Title 39 of the Revised Statutes.
BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the State of New Jersey:
C.39:4-36.2 "Pedestrian Safety Enforcement and Education Fund."
1. There is created in the Division of Highway and Traffic Safety in the Department of Law
and Public Safety a nonlapsing revolving fund to be known as the "Pedestrian Safety
Enforcement and Education Fund." This fund shall be a repository for moneys provided pursuant
to subsection c. of R.S.39:4-36 and shall be administered by the Division of Highway and Traffic
Safety. Moneys deposited in the fund, and any interest earned thereon, shall be used for the
purpose of making grants to municipalities and counties with pedestrian safety problems. Priority
in awarding grants shall be given to municipalities and counties requesting funds in order to take
remedial steps for intersections that have been identified as demonstrating pedestrian safety
problems in accordance with P.L.2005, c.158 (C.39:4-36.3 et al.).
2.

R.S.39:4-36 is amended to read as follows:

Driver to yield to pedestrian, exceptions; violations, penalties.
39:4-36. a. The driver of a vehicle shall yield the right-of-way to a pedestrian crossing the
roadway within a marked crosswalk or within any unmarked crosswalk at an intersection, except
at crosswalks when the movement of traffic is being regulated by police officers or traffic control
signals, or where otherwise prohibited by municipal, county, or State regulation, and except
where a pedestrian tunnel or overhead pedestrian crossing has been provided, but no pedestrian
shall suddenly leave a curb or other place of safety and walk or run into the path of a vehicle
which is so close that it is impossible for the driver to yield. Nothing contained herein shall
relieve a pedestrian from using due care for his safety.
Whenever any vehicle is stopped to permit a pedestrian to cross the roadway, the driver of
any other vehicle approaching from the rear shall not overtake and pass such stopped vehicle.
Every pedestrian upon a roadway at any point other than within a marked crosswalk or within
an unmarked crosswalk at an intersection shall yield the right-of-way to all vehicles upon the
roadway.
Nothing contained herein shall relieve a driver from the duty to exercise due care for the
safety of any pedestrian upon a roadway.
b. A person violating this section shall, upon conviction thereof, pay a fine to be imposed
by the court in the amount of $100. The court may also impose a term of imprisonment not to
exceed 15 days.
c. Of each fine imposed and collected pursuant to subsection b. of this section, $50 shall be
forwarded to the State Treasurer who shall annually deposit the moneys into the "Pedestrian
Safety Enforcement and Education Fund" created by section 1 of P.L.2005, c.86 (C.39:4-36.2)
3.

This act shall take effect the first day of the sixth month following enactment.

Approved May 4, 2005.

