
CHAPTER 134

AN ACT concerning well drillers and pump installers, and amending P.L.1947, c.377.

BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the State of New Jersey:

1. Section 6 of P.L.1947, c.377 (C.58:4A-10) is amended to read as follows:

C.58:4A-10  Powers, duties of board.
6. The board shall be vested with the following powers and duties:
a. It shall be the duty of the board to recommend and consent to examination questions,

review applications to ascertain the experience and qualifications of persons applying for a
license, review examination results, review continuing education certification required for license
renewals pursuant to section 7 of P.L.1947, c.377 (C.58:4A-11) and recommend to the
department when licenses should be issued, renewed, or denied.  A board recommendation that
a license be issued or denied shall be adopted at the next scheduled meeting following
completion of the examination therefor.  A board recommendation that a license be renewed shall
be adopted at the next scheduled meeting following acceptance of continuing education
certification therefor.  Examinations may be oral or written, and may include observation of
applicants for any license in the field, or any combination thereof, and shall cover the proper
methods and regulatory procedures of well drilling and pump installation.

b. It shall, by a majority of all its members, formulate and recommend to the department
rules, regulations, and standards, including construction standards for engaging in well drilling
or pump installing and a continuing education program for well drillers and pump installers which
shall be applicable to any person licensed under the provisions of P.L.1947, c.377 (C.58:4A-5
et seq.).

2. Section 7 of P.L.1947, c.377 (C.58:4A-11) is amended to read as follows:

C.58:4A-11  Licenses, issuance; classification, requirements, rules, regulations, standards;
continuing education requirement.

7.  a.  (1)  The department shall, upon recommendation of the board and payment of the
required fee, issue new licenses to persons to engage in well drilling or pump installing.

(2) The department shall require each well driller or pump installer, as a condition for license
renewal pursuant to section 14 of P.L.1947, c.377  (C.58:4A-18), to complete any continuing
education requirements established by rules and regulations adopted by the department pursuant
to this section.

b. The department shall adopt various classifications of well driller licenses to reflect the
different well drilling disciplines.  Commencing July 5, 1997, the department:

(1) shall issue a new well driller license only for the classification of well driller for which an
applicant qualifies, based upon passing a licensing examination for that classification;

(2) shall issue a new master well driller license only to an applicant who has passed the
examination for each classification of well driller established by the department pursuant to
section 1 of P.L.1947, c.377 (C.58:4A-5); and

(3) shall issue a renewal of a master well driller license, a well driller license, or a pump
installer license only to an applicant who has provided evidence to the department of completion
of the continuing education requirements established pursuant to subsection c. of this section.

c. The department shall establish rules, regulations and standards for continuing education
of well drillers and pump installers as a condition for license renewal and shall develop and
implement this continuing education program.  The department may, in its discretion, waive
requirements for continuing education on an individual basis for reasons of hardship, including,
but not limited to, active duty in the military or reserves, illness or disability, or other good
cause.

3. Section 14 of P.L.1947, c.377 (C.58:4A-18) is amended to read as follows:

C.58:4A-18  Renewal of license.
14.  a.  No license shall be renewed unless the renewal applicant submits satisfactory evidence

to the board that the renewal applicant has successfully completed the continuing education
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requirements established by the department pursuant to section 7 of P.L.1947, c.377
(C.58:4A-11).

b. A license once issued, unless revoked or suspended, may be renewed at any time within
one year before its expiration date on application therefor and payment of the required renewal
fee, and any such renewal shall become effective on and after July 1 next following the date of
renewal.  A license not renewed prior to its expiration date may be reinstated within six months
of the expiration date by payment of the license renewal fee.

After the six-month period, renewal shall require the passing of an examination prescribed by
the department pursuant to section 7 of P.L.1947, c.377 (C.58:4A-11) for applicants for new
licenses.

4. Section 15 of P.L.1947, c.377 (C.58:4A-19) is amended to read as follows:

C.58:4A-19  Fee schedule.
15.  a.  (Deleted by amendment, P.L.2005, c.134).
b. The department shall adopt, and may periodically amend, by regulation, a fee schedule

setting forth reasonable fees for license applications and examinations, and for issuance and
renewal of any license in amounts adequate to cover the costs of administering all licensing and
license enforcement programs, including the continuing education program established by the
department pursuant to section 7 of P.L.1947, c.377 (C.58:4A-11). All revenues derived
from this section, section 10 of P.L.1947, c.377 (C.58:4A-14), and section 15 of P.L.1995,
c.312 (C.58:4A-14.1) shall be deposited in the "Environmental Services Fund" established
pursuant to section 5 of P.L.1975, c.232 (C.13:1D-33), and shall be used for the administration
of well programs pursuant to P.L.1947, c.377 (C.58:4A-5 et seq.), including the continuing
education program established by the department pursuant to section 7 of P.L.1947, c.377
(C.58:4A-11).

5. This act shall take effect immediately.

Approved July 7, 2005.


