CHAPTER 2
AN ACT establishing an emergency building inspection program and supplementing P.L.1975,
c.217 (C.52:27D-119 et seq.).
BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the State of New Jersey:
C.52:27D-126.3 Establishment of emergency building inspection program.
1. The Commissioner of Community Affairs shall establish a program for the emergency
deployment of State and local construction code officials and inspectors to assist local
construction code officials and inspectors in the evaluation of buildings and structures
affected by a natural or man-made disaster or emergency, and to provide such other
assistance in code enforcement and related activities as may be required in order to protect
public health and safety. The code officials and inspectors so deployed shall, when
necessary, assist in assessing possible damage to the structural design and life-safety systems
of buildings, and in facilitating rapid decision making regarding the closure or reoccupancy
of buildings, in the event of a natural or man-made disaster or emergency for which a state of
emergency has been declared by the President of the United States or the Governor, or for
which a state of emergency has been declared by a municipal emergency management
coordinator. The commissioner may provide for participation in the program by licensed
professional engineers, registered architects and other licensed professionals. For the
purposes of this section, “local construction code officials and inspectors” means code
officials and inspectors employed by a municipality or county.
C.52:27D-126.4 Intermunicipal agreements for mutual construction code enforcement aid.
2. The governing bodies of two or more municipalities may by resolution enter into
agreements with each other for mutual construction code enforcement aid concerning the
evaluation of buildings and structures affected by a natural or man-made disaster or
emergency. Such agreements may provide for the reimbursement of the municipality or
municipalities rendering such aid, including reimbursement for any damage to property and
for payment to any official or employee of a local construction code enforcing agency for
injuries sustained while serving pursuant to such agreements, or to a surviving spouse or
other dependent in the event of death of that official or employee.
C.52:27D-126.5 Powers, duties of persons deployed under emergency deployment program.
3. Persons deployed under the emergency deployment program established by the
Commissioner of Community Affairs pursuant to section 1 of P.L.2007, c.2 (C.52:27D126.3), or providing assistance pursuant to an intermunicipal agreement pursuant to section 2
of P.L.2007, c.2 (C.52:27D-126.4), shall, while on duty rendering assistance to any local
construction code enforcing agency, have the same powers, authority and immunities as the
members of the local construction code enforcing agency of the municipality in which such
assistance is being rendered.
C.52:27D-126.6 Injury, death benefits for officials, inspectors deployed.
4. If any local construction code official or inspector suffers injury or death in the
performance of his duties, the legal beneficiaries of such official or inspector shall be entitled
to such salary, pension rights, workers’ compensation, or other benefits as would have
accrued if such injury or death had occurred in the performance of duties in the jurisdiction
in which the official or employee is regularly employed. The responsibility for the payment
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of benefits pursuant to this section shall be determined in the agreements entered into
pursuant to section 2 of P.L.2007, c.2 (C.52:27D-126.4).
C.52:27D-126.7 Municipal participation voluntary; resolution of non-participation.
5. a. Participation by municipalities in the emergency deployment program established by
the Commissioner of Community Affairs pursuant to section 1 of P.L.2007, c.2 (C.52:27D126.3) shall be voluntary; provided, however, that any municipality that does not adopt a
resolution of non-participation in the emergency deployment program, and file such
resolution with the Department of Community Affairs, within 60 days of the effective date of
rules implementing section 1 of P.L.2007, c.2 (C.52:27D-126.3), shall be deemed to be
participating in the program, until such time as a resolution of non-participation may be
adopted and filed. A non-participating municipality may join the emergency deployment
program at any time by adopting a resolution of participation and filing it with the
commissioner.
b. During a state of emergency, any deployed construction code official or inspector
shall report to the municipal emergency management coordinator for the deployment area.
6.

This act shall take effect immediately.

Approved January 17, 2007.

