CHAPTER 224

AN AcT prohibiting the sale of Yo-Y o Waterballs and supplementing Title 2A of the New
Jersey Statutes.

BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the State of New Jersey:

C.2A:65B-1 Findings, declarations relative to sale of Yo-Yo Waterballs.

1. The Legislature hereby finds and declares that:

a Yo-Yo Waterballs, also known as water yo-yos, are inexpensive, easily accessible
toys that pose a strangulation hazard and threaten the health of children;

b. Yo-Yo Waterballs are banned in France, the United Kingdom, Luxembourg,
Australia, Brazil, and Canada, and Germany and New Zealand have issued warnings
concerning Yo-Yo Waterballs;

c. TheNew York State Consumer Protection Board has issued two warnings calling Y o-
Yo Waterballs serious hazards to children, and the Massachusetts Office of Consumer
Affairs and Business Regulation calls Yo-Yo Waterballs a great risk to children;

d. “Consumer Reports’” magazine rated Yo-Yo Waterballs as “not acceptable” in its
December, 2003 issue;

e. World Against Toys Causing Harm labeled Yo-Yo Waterballs as one of the “Ten
Worst Toys of 2003”;

f.  On July 2, 2003, a petition from New York’s Empire State Consumer Association
reported that the fluid inside Y o-Y o Waterballs is toxic and flammable;

g. A report of the United States Public Interest Research Group dated November, 2004
lists Yo-Y o Waterballs as a strangulation hazard,

h. The United States Consumer Product Safety Commission has reported that Yo-Yo
Waterballs pose a potential risk of strangulation;

i. Inaddition, the United States Consumer Product Safety Commission reported that, as
of November 15, 2005, Yo-Y o Waterballs were responsible for 405 reported health incidents,
290 of which were coded as causing “suffocation or strangulation”;

J.  Of those 290 incidents, at least 52 resulted in serious breathing difficulties that
rendered the child unconscious and lifeless after suffering from a lack of oxygen or broken
blood vessels;

k. The United States Consumer Product Safety Commission reported that 24 children
reported allergic reactions to the fluid used in Y o-Yo Waterballs, which has caused some to
experience trouble breathing; and

|.  In spite of evidence concerning the danger to children caused by Yo-Yo Waterballs,
the United States Consumer Product Safety Commission has refused repeated attempts
towards banning these dangeroustoys.

C.2A:65B-2 Yo-Yo Waterballs prohibited.

2. a. A person shall not sell or offer for sale a'Yo-Yo Waterball.

b. For the purposes of this act, "Yo-Yo Waterball" means a toy marketed and sold under
the name of "Yo-Yo Waterball* and any similar fluid yo-yo toy that contains a rubber ball
filled with liquid attached to a rubber cord.

c. A law enforcement officer may confiscate a Yo-Yo Waterball that is sold or offered
for sale in violation of this section.

C.2A:65B-3 Violations, penalties.
3. a. A person violating the provisions of section 2 of this act shall be liable, in addition to
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the liability for any civil damages for any injury to a plaintiff resulting from the sale or
offering for sale of a Yo-Yo Waterball, for a civil penalty of:

(1) not morethan $10,000, for the first offense; and

(2) not more than $20,000, for the second and each subsequent offense.

b. The penalty prescribed by this section shall be collected and enforced by summary
proceedings under the "Penalty Enforcement Law of 1999," P.L.1999, c.274 (C.2A:58-10 et
seq.).

4. Thisact shall take effect on the first day of the third month after enactment.

Approved January 3, 2008.



