CHAPTER 271
AN ACT concerning the preservation of honey bee colonies and supplementing Title 4 of the
Revised Statutes.
BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the State of New Jersey:
C.4:6-21 Rules, regulations relative to preservation of honey bee colonies.
1. The Secretary of Agriculture in conjunction with the Commissioner of Environmental
Protection, and in cooperation with the New Jersey Beekeepers Association, the New Jersey
Pest Management Association, and the New Jersey Cooperative Extension of Rutgers, The
State University, shall, within 18 months after the effective date of this act, develop and
adopt, pursuant to the “Administrative Procedure Act,” P.L.1968, c.410 (C.52:14B-1 et seq.),
rules and regulations to require certified commercial pesticide applicators and licensed
commercial pesticide operators in the State to contact identified county, regional or State
agricultural agencies to either obtain assistance in relocating specific honey bee colonies, or
to seek approval to destroy the colonies, prior to extermination. The provisions of this
section shall not apply to honey bee colonies found residing within buildings or other indoor
structures. These rules and regulations shall establish the provisions necessary to effectuate
the purpose of this section, and shall include any appropriate emergency health and safety
exceptions, minimum response times for agricultural agencies or designated responders, as
well as enforcement and penalty provisions for violations.
C.4:6-22 Violations; penalties, use.
2. Any person who intentionally destroys a man-made honey bee hive without the
approval required pursuant to R.S.4:6-1 et seq. or section 1 of P.L.2007, c.271 (C.4:6-21)
shall be liable to a civil penalty of up to $1,000 for each offense, to be collected in a civil
action by a summary proceeding under the “Penalty Enforcement Law of 1999,” P.L.1999,
c.274 (C.2A:58-10 et seq.) or in any case before a court of competent jurisdiction wherein
injunctive relief has been requested. The Superior Court and municipal court shall have
jurisdiction to enforce the “Penalty Enforcement Law of 1999” in connection with this act. If
the violation is of a continuing nature, each day during which it continues shall constitute an
additional, separate and distinct offense. Penalties recovered for violations of this section
shall be remitted to the Department of Agriculture and expended on programs to revive
honey bee populations in the State.
3.

This act shall take effect immediately.

Approved January 13, 2008.

