
 

 

CHAPTER 332 
 

AN ACT concerning the purchase of environmentally sound materials and services and 
amending and supplementing P.L.1971, c.198. 

 
 BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the State of New Jersey: 
 
 1. Section 9 of P.L.1971, c.198 (C.40A:11-9) is amended to read as follows: 
 
C.40A:11-9  Purchasing agent, department or board; establishment; powers; criteria for 
authorization; “green product” defined. 
 9. a. The governing body of any contracting unit may by ordinance, in the case of a 
municipality, by ordinance or resolution, as the case may be, in the case of a county, or by 
resolution in all other cases, establish the office of purchasing agent, or a purchasing 
department or a purchasing board, with the authority, responsibility, and accountability as its 
contracting agent, for the purchasing activity for the contracting unit, to prepare public 
advertising for bids and to receive bids for the provision or performance of goods or services 
on behalf of the contracting unit and to award contracts permitted pursuant to subsection a. 
of section 3 of P.L.1971, c.198 (C.40A:11-3) in the name of the contracting unit, and conduct 
any activities as may be necessary or appropriate to the purchasing function of the 
contracting unit. 
 b. The Director of the Division of Local Government Services, after consultation with 
the Commissioner of Education, shall establish criteria to qualify individuals who have 
completed appropriate training and possess such purchasing experience as deemed necessary 
to exercise such supplemental authority as may be set forth in subsection a. of section 3 of 
P.L.1971, c.198 (C.40A:11-3).  These criteria also shall authorize county purchasing agents 
certified pursuant to P.L.1981, c.380 (C.40A:9-30.1 et seq.) to exercise such supplemental 
authority. 
 c. The criteria established by the director to authorize purchasing agents, pursuant to 
subsection b. of this section, shall include, but are not limited to, completion of a course in 
green product purchasing, as established by the director pursuant to regulation.  Any person 
qualified pursuant to subsection b. of this section prior to the establishment of the course in 
green product purchasing, shall in order to continue to be qualified, take and successfully 
complete the course within four years from the date the course is established.  For the 
purposes of P.L.2007, c.332 (C.40A:11-9.1 et al.), “green product” means any commodity or 
service that has a lesser or reduced negative effect on human health and the environment 
when compared with competing commodities or services.  Items considered in this 
comparison may include, but are not limited to: raw materials acquisition, production, 
manufacturing, packaging, distribution, reuse, operation, maintenance, disposal, energy 
efficiency, recycled content resource use, transportation, and durability. 
 
C.40A:11-9.1  List of sources for green product purchasing. 
 2. The State Treasurer, through the Division of Purchase and Property, in consultation 
with the Department of Environmental Protection and any other appropriate State agencies, 
shall develop a list of sources for green product purchasing by contracting units, and provide 
regular revisions of the list, on the Internet web page of the Department of the Treasury and 
shall have the authority to specify appropriate and reasonable standards for the identification 
of a list of sources for green products. 
 
 3. This act shall take effect immediately. 
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 Approved January 13, 2008. 


