
 

 

CHAPTER 125 
 

AN ACT to establish the “New Jersey-Israel Commission” as a permanent commission in the 
Department of State, and supplementing Title 52 of the Revised Statutes. 

 
 BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the State of New Jersey: 
 
C.52:16A-104  Findings, declarations relative to establishing the “New Jersey-Israel 
Commission” as permanent. 
 1. The Legislature finds and declares: 
 a. On April 25, 1988, in commemoration of the 40th anniversary of the founding of the 
State of Israel, the State of New Jersey entered into a Sister State Agreement with Israel as a 
symbol of the potential for cooperation that exists between our two states; and 
 b. The agreement calls for the development of trade and cultural and educational 
exchanges, in addition to encouraging the development of capital investment and joint 
business ventures; and 
 c. On May 31, 1989, the State of New Jersey established the New Jersey-Israel 
Commission as a temporary commission by Executive Order No. 208 of Governor Thomas 
H. Kean to enhance New Jersey's ability to implement the stated goals of the agreement; and  
 d. The commission was continued by Executive Orders Nos. 35 and 90 of Governor 
James J. Florio through and including May 31, 1995; and 
 e. The commission was continued by Executive Orders Nos. 37 and 70 of Governor 
Christine T. Whitman through and including January 1, 2002; and 
 f. The commission was continued by Executive Order No. 12 of Governor James E. 
McGreevey through and including January 1, 2007; and 
 g. The commission was continued by Executive Order No. 49 of Governor Jon S. 
Corzine through and including January 1, 2012; and 
 h. The commission has effectively fostered a spirit of cooperation between the citizens 
of the State of Israel and the citizens of the State of New Jersey that should continue, on a 
permanent basis, in order to further the goals of the agreement. 
 
C.52:16A-105  New Jersey-Israel Commission deemed permanent; membership, vacancies, 
compensation, meetings. 
 2. a. The New Jersey-Israel Commission continued pursuant to Executive Order No. 49 of 
2007, together with its functions, powers, duties, and subcommittees is hereby continued and 
established as a permanent commission in the Department of State, in accordance with the 
provisions of this act, P.L.2008, c.125 (C.52:16A-104 et seq.).  
 b. Upon the effective date of this act and through December 31, 2011, the commission 
shall consist of a minimum of 15 members and a maximum of 100 members, to be appointed 
by the Governor.  Eight members of the commission shall be members of the Legislature.  
Four of the legislative members shall be members of the General Assembly, no more than 
two of whom shall be of the same political party, and four shall be members of the Senate, no 
more than two of whom shall be of the same political party.  The eight legislative members 
shall be appointed by the Governor upon the recommendation of the Speaker of the General 
Assembly and the President of the Senate, respectively.  All members of the commission 
shall serve at the pleasure of the Governor, and vacancies in the membership of the 
commission shall be filled in the same manner as the original appointments were made.  The 
members of the commission appointed pursuant to Executive Order No. 49 of 2007 and 
serving on the effective date of this act shall continue as members of the commission until 
December 31, 2011 on which date the appointments of all the members shall expire.   
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 c. On January 1, 2012 and thereafter, the membership of the commission shall consist of 
85 members to be appointed by the Governor, as follows: 
 (1) Eight members of the commission shall be members of the Legislature.  Four of the 
legislative members shall be members of the General Assembly, no more than two of whom 
shall be of the same political party, and four shall be members of the Senate, no more than 
two of whom shall be of the same political party.  The eight legislative members shall be 
appointed by the Governor upon the recommendation of the Speaker of the General 
Assembly and the President of the Senate, respectively.  The legislative members shall serve 
during the two-year legislative term in which the appointment is made. 
 (2) Seventy-seven members of the commission shall be members of the public, to be 
appointed by the Governor to serve for a term of three years, except that of those 77 
members first appointed, 25 shall be appointed to serve an initial term of two years, 25 shall 
be appointed to serve an initial term of three years, and 27 shall be appointed to serve an 
initial term of four years. 
 (3) A vacancy in the membership of the commission shall be filled in the same manner as 
the original appointment is made. 
 d. Members of the commission shall serve without compensation, but may be 
reimbursed for expenses actually incurred in the performance of their duties, within the limit 
of funds appropriated to the commission or otherwise made available to it for its purposes.   
 e. The commission may meet and hold hearings at the places it designates throughout 
the State. 
 
C.52:16A-106  Designation of chairpersons, subcommittee chairpersons; quorum. 
 3. The Governor shall designate a chairperson or co-chairpersons from among the 
members of the commission, who shall serve in that capacity at the pleasure of the Governor.  
The chairperson or co-chairpersons, as applicable, shall appoint from among the commission 
members the subcommittee chairpersons who shall each chair one subcommittee.  The 
chairperson or co-chairpersons, as applicable, shall organize the commission’s executive 
committee, to be composed of the chairperson or co-chairpersons, as applicable, the 
subcommittee chairpersons, and additional at-large members to be appointed by the 
chairperson or co-chairpersons, as applicable, from among the members of the commission.   
 A majority of the members of the executive committee shall constitute a quorum for the 
transaction of the business of the commission.  Action may be taken and motions adopted at 
any meeting of the commission only if a majority of the executive committee of the 
commission is present and voting. 
 
C.52:16A-107  Purpose of New Jersey-Israel Commission. 
 4. a. The purpose of the New Jersey-Israel Commission shall be to implement the stated 
goals of the Sister State Agreement between New Jersey and Israel. In furtherance of its 
purpose, the commission shall establish subcommittees to examine the following issues: 
 (1) Economic Development and International Trade; 
 (2) Research, Science and Technology; 
 (3) Education; 
 (4) Culture and Tourism; and 
 (5) other issues as determined by the commission pursuant to its purposes. 
 b. The commission shall report its findings, recommendations and plans directly to the 
Governor. 
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C.52:16A-108  Authority of New Jersey-Israel Commission. 
 5. The New Jersey-Israel Commission shall be authorized to raise funds, through direct 
solicitation or other fundraising events, alone or with other groups, and accept gifts, grants 
and bequests from individuals, corporations, foundations, governmental agencies, public and 
private organizations and institutions, to defray the commission’s administrative expenses 
and carry out its purposes as set forth in this act, P.L.2008, c.125 (C.52:16A-104 et seq.).  
The funds, gifts, grants, or bequests received pursuant to this section shall be deposited in a 
State Treasury account and allocated and annually appropriated to the Department of State to 
defray the commission’s administrative expenses and carry out its purposes.  
 
C.52:16A-109  Consistent provisions of Executive Orders remain in force, effect. 
 6. All other provisions of Executive Order No. 208 of 1989, Executive Order No. 35 of 
1991, Executive Order No. 90 of 1993, Executive Order No. 37 of 1995, Executive Order 
No. 70 of 1997, Executive Order No. 12 of 2002, and Executive Order No. 49 of 2007 that 
are not inconsistent with this act, P.L.2008, c.125 (C.52:16A-104 et seq.), shall remain in full 
force and effect. 
 
 7. This act shall take effect immediately. 
 
 Approved December 22, 2008. 


