CHAPTER 163

AN AcCT concerning persons with developmental disabilities and supplementing chapter 6D
of Title 30 of the Revised Statutes.

BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the State of New Jersey:

C.30:6D-32.6 Findings, declarations relative to services for persons with developmental
disabilities.

1. The Legislature finds and declares that:

a. Reliable and current data about the service needs of persons with developmental
disabilities who are eligible for services from the Division of Developmental Disabilities in
the Department of Human Services is fundamental to the division's ability to plan effectively
to meet those needs;

b. Similarly, in order to make appropriate decisions about State funding for these
services, it is important to understand the needs of persons with developmental disabilities
served by the division;

c. Information about service needs is also essential for service providers as they seek to
expand services, acquire or build infrastructure where needed, make services available at the
time they are needed, and ensure that the services they provide are compatible with the needs
of persons with developmental disabilities residing in their particular service areas,

d. Additionally, persons with developmental disabilities and their family members and
guardians need access to current data so that they can develop informed expectations about
the system that provides services for persons with developmental disabilities;

e. As this system evolves into one in which more persons with developmental
disabilities and their family members and guardians play a larger role in obtaining necessary
support services in the community, it is critical to create a truly transparent system on which
persons with developmental disabilities and their family members and guardians can rely,
and which they can trust; and

f. Inorder to ensure that the State and persons with developmental disabilities and their
family members and guardians have reliable data about the service needs of persons with
developmental disabilities and that such data can be made available to those who need to
factor that information into their decision-making, planning, funding, and expectations for
services, it is the policy of the State to provide for the collection and dissemination of data
on persons with developmental disabilities.

C.30:6D-32.7 Definitions relative to services for persons with developmental disabilities.

2. Asused inthis act:

"Department” means the Department of Human Services.

"Division" means the Division of Developmental Disabilities in the Department of Human
Services.

"Eligible person with a developmental disability" or "eligible person" means an eligible
person with a developmental disability as defined in section 3 of P.L.1985, c.145 (C.30:6D-
25).

"Services' means services as defined in section 3 of P.L.1985, ¢.145 (C.30:6D-25).

C.30:6D-32.8 Collection of information, maintenance of database.

3. a The Division of Developmental Disabilities shall collect, and when practical
maintain a database of, information about eligible persons with developmental disabilities
pursuant to this section.
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b. The division shall, within 12 months of the effective date of this act, collect and
maintain data as specified in this section on persons declared eligible persons as of the
effective date of this act. In the case of a person with a developmental disability who
becomes eligible for services after the effective date of this act, the division shall collect the
data no later than 60 days after the person is determined eligible for services by the division.

The data to be collected, and when practical maintained, for each eligible person shall
include:

(1) the person's name and contact information, guardian, if applicable, and any primary
caregivers;

(2) the person's age, gender, race or ethnicity, and disability or diagnosis, as applicable;

(3) a needs assessment categorized, at a minimum, by the person's need for residential
services, employment or day support services, family support services, medical support
services, and behavioral support services; and

(4) alist of services that the person or his parent or guardian has indicated the person
would like to receive, including residential and day support services.

c. The division shall ensure that eligible persons are re-assessed as to their needs and
services as needed.

C.30:6D-32.9 Annual notification to persons receiving services.

4. The division shall annually notify, in writing, persons receiving services of the
following:

a. the services the person is currently receiving from the division and, in the case of an
individual budget to purchase services, the amount of that budget and the services that are
being purchased with the funds from that budget;

b. the person's status on a waiting list, if any, and how many persons with developmental
disabilities on the list are expected to be served in the next 12 months;

c. the manner in which the person can easily correct or update, as applicable: the
person's contact information; information concerning how the person is spending funds in an
individual budget, if any; the person's expected future service needs; and any other relevant
information that requires updating; and

d. information about where the person with a developmental disability or family member
or guardian can find information about services for persons with developmental disabilities,
including the link to the department's official website.

C.30:6D-32.10 Annual publication of report; contents.

5. Thedivision shall annually publish a report, to be made available on the department's
website, containing non-identifying aggregate data about eligible persons. The report shall,
at a minimum, include:

a. the number of eligible persons, tabulated by county and other demographic
information, including, but not limited to, age, gender, race or ethnicity, and disability or
diagnosis, as applicable;

b. for each developmental center: the number of persons with developmental disabilities
residing in the developmental center who have expressed to the division a desire to reside in
the community but are still awaiting such placement; the number of persons who require
behavioral supportsto reside in the community; and the number of persons who are currently
residing in a developmental center because they have mobility impairments and have been
unable to find accessible housing;
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c. an explanation of how the division determines to place an eligible person on a waiting
list maintained by the division, what criteria determine a person's priority level and ranking
within that priority level on the list, and how a person is selected from the list to receive
services;

d. for each waiting list maintained by the division, within each county:

(1) the number of people who are waiting for: residential services; employment or day
support services; family support services and, if so, which supports; and behavioral support
services; and

(2) the year in which persons requested placement on any division-maintained waiting
list;

e. the number of eligible persons served in each residential setting during the preceding
12 months, including, but not limited to, a developmental center, family member's home,
group home, supervised apartment, community care residence, nursing home, or out-of-State
placement;

f. tabulated by county: the number of eligible persons who are expected to transition
from receiving services from a school district to receiving services from the division for each
year; the expected service needs of these persons; and the total projected cost of services for
these persons;

g. during the preceding 12 months, tabulated by county:

(1) the number of eligible persons who were removed from any division-maintained
waiting list; the reason each person was removed from the list; and how long each person had
been waiting for services or supports before being removed from the list;

(2) the number of eligible persons who were classified as an "emergency";

(3) for those persons who received residential services, the percentage who received such
services in a developmental center, group home, supervised apartment, community care
residence, nursing home, out-of-State placement, or any other residential setting;

(4) the number of eligible persons who were placed in a nursing home and their age when
placed, categorized by the reason for such placement;

(5) the number of eligible persons who were placed in a developmental center,
categorized by the reason for such placement; and

(6) the number of eligible persons who previously but no longer receive services from the
division; and

h. an explanation of the current procedures and criteria used to admit an eligible person
into a developmental center.

C.30:6D-32.11 Report to Governor, Legislature.

6. The department shall report to the Governor, and to the Legislature pursuant to
section 2 of P.L.1991, c.164 (C.52:14-19.1), two years after the effective date of this act as
to: the progress of the data collection and reporting required pursuant to this act; and the
viability of including additional data within its data collection and reporting practices.

C.30:6D-32.12 Rules, regulations.

7. The Commissioner of Human Services, pursuant to the "Administrative Procedure
Act," P.L.1968, c.410 (C.52:14B-1 et seq.), shall adopt rules and regulations to effectuate the
purposes of sections 3 and 4 of this act.

8. Thisact shall take effect on the first day of the 13th month next following the date of
enactment, except that the Commissioner of Human Services may take such anticipatory
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administrative action in advance thereof as shall be necessary for the implementation of this
act.

Approved January 5, 2012.



