CHAPTER 50

AN AcT concerning health benefits coverage for prescription eye drops and supplementing
various parts of the statutory law.

BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the State of New Jersey:

C.17:48-6ll Hospital service corporation to provide coverage for prescription eye drops.

1. a A hospital service corporation which provides hospital or medical expense benefits
that include coverage for prescription eye drops under a contract delivered, issued, executed
or renewed in this State, or approved for issuance or renewa in this State by the
Commissioner of Banking and Insurance, on or after the effective date of this act, shall
provide coverage for expenses incurred for refills of prescription eye drops in accordance
with the Guidance for Early Refill Edits of Topical Ophthalmic Products provided to
Medicare Part D plan sponsors by the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services of the U.S.
Department of Health and Human Services, provided that:

(1) the prescribing health care practitioner indicates on the original prescription that
additional quantities of the prescription eye drops are needed; and

(2) the refill requested by the subscriber or covered person does not exceed the number of
additional quantities indicated on the original prescription by the prescribing health care
practitioner.

b. The provisions of this section shall apply to all hospital service corporation contracts
in which the hospital service corporation has reserved the right to change the premium.

C.17:48A-7ii Medical service corporation to provide coverage for prescription eye drops.

2. a. A medical service corporation which provides hospital or medical expense benefits
that include coverage for prescription eye drops under a contract delivered, issued, executed
or renewed in this State, or approved for issuance or renewa in this State by the
Commissioner of Banking and Insurance, on or after the effective date of this act, shall
provide coverage for expenses incurred for refills of prescription eye drops in accordance
with the Guidance for Early Refill Edits of Topical Ophthalmic Products provided to
Medicare Part D plan sponsors by the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services of the U.S.
Department of Health and Human Services, provided that:

(1) the prescribing health care practitioner indicates on the original prescription that
additional quantities of the prescription eye drops are needed; and

(2) therefill requested by the subscriber or covered person does not exceed the number of
additional quantities indicated on the original prescription by the prescribing health care
practitioner.

b. The provisions of this section shall apply to all medical service corporation contracts
in which the medical service corporation has reserved the right to change the premium.

C.17:48E-35.36 Health service corporation to provide coverage for prescription eye drops.

3. a. A health service corporation which provides hospital or medical expense benefits that
include coverage for prescription eye drops under a contract delivered, issued, executed or
renewed in this State, or approved for issuance or renewal in this State by the Commissioner
of Banking and Insurance, on or after the effective date of this act, shall provide coverage for
expenses incurred for refills of prescription eye drops in accordance with the Guidance for
Early Refill Edits of Topical Ophthalmic Products provided to Medicare Part D plan
sponsors by the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services of the U.S. Department of Health
and Human Services, provided that:
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(1) the prescribing health care practitioner indicates on the original prescription that
additional quantities of the prescription eye drops are needed; and

(2) therefill requested by the subscriber or covered person does not exceed the number of
additional quantities indicated on the original prescription by the prescribing health care
practitioner.

b. The provisions of this section shall apply to all health service corporation contractsin
which the health service corporation has reserved the right to change the premium.

C.17B:26-2.1ff Individual health insurer to provide coverage for prescription eye drops.

4. a. Anindividual health insurer which provides hospital or medical expense benefits that
include coverage for prescription eye drops under a policy delivered, issued, executed or
renewed in this State, or approved for issuance or renewal in this State by the Commissioner
of Banking and Insurance, on or after the effective date of this act, shall provide coverage for
expenses incurred for refills of prescription eye drops in accordance with the Guidance for
Early Refill Edits of Topical Ophthalmic Products provided to Medicare Part D plan
sponsors by the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services of the U.S. Department of Health
and Human Services, provided that:

(1) the prescribing health care practitioner indicates on the original prescription that
additional quantities of the prescription eye drops are needed; and

(2) the refill requested by the insured or covered person does not exceed the number of
additional quantities indicated on the original prescription by the prescribing health care
practitioner.

b. The provisions of this section shall apply to those policies in which the insurer has
reserved the right to change the premium.

C.17B:27-46.1ll Group health insurer to provide coverage for prescription eye drops.

5. a A group health insurer which provides hospital or medical expense benefits that
include coverage for prescription eye drops, under a policy delivered, issued, executed or
renewed in this State, or approved for issuance or renewal in this State by the Commissioner
of Banking and Insurance, on or after the effective date of this act, shall provide coverage for
expenses incurred for refills of prescription eye drops in accordance with the Guidance for
Early Refill Edits of Topical Ophthalmic Products provided to Medicare Part D plan
sponsors by the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services of the U.S. Department of Health
and Human Services, provided that:

(1) the prescribing health care practitioner indicates on the original prescription that
additional quantities of the prescription eye drops are needed; and

(2) the refill requested by the insured or covered person does not exceed the number of
additional quantities indicated on the original prescription by the prescribing health care
practitioner.

b. The provisions of this section shall apply to all policies in which the insurer has
reserved the right to change the premium.

C.17B:27A-7.19 Individual health benefits plan to provide coverage for prescription eye
drops.

6. a An individual health benefits plan which provides hospital or medical expense
benefits that include coverage for prescription eye drops under a contract delivered, issued,
executed or renewed in this State, or approved for issuance or renewal in this State by the
Commissioner of Banking and Insurance, on or after the effective date of this act, shall
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provide coverage for expenses incurred for refills of prescription eye drops in accordance
with the Guidance for Early Refill Edits of Topical Ophthalmic Products provided to
Medicare Part D plan sponsors by the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services of the U.S.
Department of Health and Human Services, provided that:

(1) the prescribing health care practitioner indicates on the original prescription that
additional quantities of the prescription eye drops are needed; and

(2) the refill requested by the covered person does not exceed the number of additional
guantities indicated on the original prescription by the prescribing health care practitioner.

b. The provisions of this section shall apply to all individual health benefits plans in
which the carrier has reserved the right to change the premium.

C.17B:27A-19.23 Small employer health benefits plan to provide coverage for prescription
eye drops.

7. a A small employer health benefits plan which provides hospital or medical expense
benefits that include coverage for prescription eye drops under a contract delivered, issued,
executed or renewed in this State, or approved for issuance or renewal in this State by the
Commissioner of Banking and Insurance, on or after the effective date of this act, shall
provide coverage for expenses incurred for refills of prescription eye drops in accordance
with the Guidance for Early Refill Edits of Topical Ophthalmic Products provided to
Medicare Part D plan sponsors by the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services of the U.S.
Department of Health and Human Services, provided that:

(1) the prescribing health care practitioner indicates on the original prescription that
additional quantities of the prescription eye drops are needed; and

(2) therefill requested by the subscriber or covered person does not exceed the number of
additional quantities indicated on the original prescription by the prescribing health care
practitioner.

b. The provisions of this section shall apply to all small employer health benefits plans
in which the carrier has reserved the right to change the premium.

C.26:2)4.37 Health maintenance organization to provide coverage for prescription eye
drops.

8. a A health maintenance organization contract which provides hospital or medical
expense benefits that include coverage for prescription eye drops, issued or continued in this
State, or approved for issuance or renewal in this State by the Commissioner of Banking and
Insurance on or after the effective date of this act, shall provide coverage for expenses
incurred for refills of prescription eye drops in accordance with the Guidance for Early Refill
Edits of Topical Ophthalmic Products provided to Medicare Part D plan sponsors by the
Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services of the U.S. Department of Health and Human
Services, provided that:

(1) the prescribing health care practitioner indicates on the original prescription that
additional quantities of the prescription eye drops are needed; and

(2) the refill requested by the enrollee or covered person does not exceed the number of
additional quantities indicated on the original prescription by the prescribing health care
practitioner.

b. The provisions of this section shall apply to those contracts for health care services by
health maintenance organizations under which the health maintenance organization has
reserved the right to change the schedule of charges.
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C.52:14-17.29s SHBC to provide coverage for prescription eye drops.

9. The State Health Benefits Commission shall ensure that every contract purchased by
the commission on or after the effective date of this act that provides hospital or medical
expense benefits that include coverage for prescription eye drops, shall provide coverage for
expenses incurred for refills of prescription eye drops in accordance with the Guidance for
Early Refill Edits of Topical Ophthalmic Products provided to Medicare Part D plan
sponsors by the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services of the U.S. Department of Health
and Human Services, provided that:

(1) the prescribing health care practitioner indicates on the original prescription that
additional quantities of the prescription eye drops are needed; and

(2) the refill requested by the covered person does not exceed the number of additional
guantities indicated on the original prescription by the prescribing health care practitioner.

C.52:14-17.46.6d School Employees' Health Benefits Commission to provide coverage for
prescription eye drops.

10. The School Employees’ Health Benefits Commission shall ensure that every contract
purchased by the commission on or after the effective date of this act that provides hospital
or medical expense benefits that include coverage for prescription eye drops, shall provide
coverage for expenses incurred for refills of prescription eye drops in accordance with the
Guidance for Early Refill Edits of Topical Ophthalmic Products provided to Medicare Part D
plan sponsors by the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services of the U.S. Department of
Health and Human Services, provided that:

(1) the prescribing health care practitioner indicates on the original prescription that
additional quantities of the prescription eye drops are needed; and

(2) the refill requested by the covered person does not exceed the number of additional
guantities indicated on the original prescription by the prescribing health care practitioner.

11. This act shall take effect on the 90th day after enactment.

Approved May 6, 2013.



