CHAPTER 13
AN ACT concerning the school district of attendance for pupils who reside on certain federal
property and amending and supplementing P.L.1988, c.12.
BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the State of New Jersey:
1.

Section 2 of P.L.1988, c.12 (C.18A:38-7.8) is amended to read as follows:

C.18A:38-7.8 Designated district.
2. a. After July 1, 1988 and until July 1, 2018, persons of school age who reside on federal
property which is located entirely within the geographic boundaries of two or more school
districts, one of which is a constituent district of a limited purpose regional district with more
than six constituent districts in a county of the fifth class shall be deemed to be domiciled in
a district to be designated by the executive county superintendent of schools. These persons
shall attend the schools of the designated district and the designated district shall count these
pupils in the resident enrollment of the district for all State aid and all federal funds provided
under Pub. L. 81-874, 20 U.S.C. s. 236 et seq.
b. The designated district shall be a district that contains within its boundaries a portion
of the federal property on which the pupils reside. Not later than 10 days after the effective
date of this act, the board of education of any school district that seeks to be designated by
the executive county superintendent of schools pursuant to this section shall adopt a
resolution by majority vote of its members indicating its interest and the resolution shall be
forwarded to the executive county superintendent. Based on a determination of the best
interests of the pupils residing on federal property and pupils residing in the districts seeki ng
designation, the executive county superintendent shall, within 30 days of the effective date of
this act, certify to the Commissioner of Education which local school district, if any, shall be
the designated district. In the event that no board of education adopts a resolution indicating
an interest in being designated pursuant to this section, the executive county superintendent
shall not designate a district and the pupils residing on the federal property shall attend the
schools of the district in which they reside.
c. Notwithstanding the provisions of this section, those pupils residing on federal
property prior to October 1, 1987 shall be permitted at the option of each pupil to continue in
the school they were attending on September 30, 1987 until graduation from the school. For
the purpose of calculating State and federal aid, each pupil who elects to remain shall
continue to be included in the resident enrollment of the district in which they reside.
C.18A:38-7.8a Enrollment schedule, exceptions.
2. a. Beginning with the 2018-2019 school year, the pupils residing on the federal
property described in subsection a. of section 2 of P.L.1988, c.12 (C.18A:38-7.8) shall be
enrolled in the schools of the district in which the pupils reside in accordance with an
enrollment schedule determined by the executive county superintendent of schools. The
enrollment schedule shall provide for the transition, over a period of four school years, of the
pupils to enrollment in the schools of the district in which the pupils reside, so that by July 1,
2021 all such pupils are enrolled in the schools of the district in which they reside.
b. Notwithstanding the provisions of subsection a. of this section to the contrary, pupils
who attend the designated district pursuant to subsection a. of section 2 of P.L.1988, c.12
(C.18A:38-7.8) on the effective date of P.L.2018, c.13 (C.18A:38-7.8a et al.) shall be
permitted at the option of each pupil to continue in the school of the designated district they
are attending on that effective date until graduation from the school. For the purpose of
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calculating State and federal aid, a pupil who elects to remain shall continue to be included
in the resident enrollment of the designated district.
3.

This act shall take effect immediately.

Approved May 16, 2018.

