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AT a general Meeting of the NEW-JER-

SEY SOCIETY FOR PROMOTING THE

ABOLITION OF SLAVERY* September %f

RESOLVED,

That the Prefident of this Society collect

and have printed, the € Decifions of the Su-

* prcme Court in this State, relative to the

* ManuroilHon of Negroes and others, un-

€ lawfully holden in Bondage.

EXTRACT FROM THE MINUTES,

ROBERT SMITH, JuN.

SECRETARY*



the Application of Jofeph Bloomfield,

Efqulre, Prefident of the New-Jerfey Socie-

ty for promoting the Abolition of Slavery, I

have carefully examined the following Cafes

with the original Entries thereof, in the

Minutes of the Supreme Court of New-Jer-

£cy; and I do hereby certify, that the fame

are truly taken from the faid Minutes,

GERSJIEM CRAFT, for the Clerk

of the Supreme Court,

November zo,



JUSTICES OF THE SUPREME COURT,

A N D

ATTORNEY GENERALS

OF THE STATE OF NrV/-JKRSEY, SINCE 1774*

1774 ") Frederick Smjth, Ch*cf Jnftice*
C D i d O I \

774 ) j , J
to C David O.r<I%«n, \ j u f t ; t e s

May Term C Richaru fcrcuVon, j J

1776 inclufive* J CortLnJ bkimur, Attj* General*

1776 ?
September 4. 3 William Paterfun, Atty. General*

*777 7
February 5* y Robert Morris, Chief Juftu e*

If«inc Sinith,

1779 ?
June io» 5 David Brcarly, Chief Juftlcc-

June 13. > Jofeph Bloomfieltl, Atty- General-

1788 I
September 4. 5 John Chctwocd, Third Jufticc

1789 I
November 20- $ James Kinfey, Chief Jufticc

1702 7
May 23. 5 Aaron D. Woodruff, Atty. Ccnc*v!.
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November Term* 1775*

(Minutes, p. 44, 14a-)

The KING againfi ESTHER BARBER and others*

On Habeas Corpus for to bring the Body of Beulah, a
Negro Gh

BY the Admiffion of the Cotinfel, it appeared that?
Beulah the Negro Girl, brought up by the Habeas

Corpus, and now before the Court, is the Daughter of a
Negro Man and Negro "W"oman, the firll named David,
and the other named Dinah, both of whom formerly be-
longed to Caleb Haines, of the City of Burlington, which
faid Negroes David and Dinah, were fetfree by the faid
Caleb Barney in his life time, and before the Birth of the
faid Girl Beulah, without having given any Bond purfu-
ant to the A& of Aflembly, paffed in the twelfth and thit*
teenth Years of her late Majefty Queen Ann ; for which
Reafon the faid Manumiffion was alledged to be void.

The Court^having heard the Arguments of Counfel,
as well for the faid Efther Barber and others, as for the
faid Beulah, at the Terai of May laft, and now again at
this prefent Term, and having fully considered thereof
are of Opinion, That the faid Manumiflion by the faid Ca-
leb Hames, of the faid Da\id and Dm?h, the Parents of
the faid Beulah, was good in Law againll the laid Caleb
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Haines 2nd thofe claiming under him, notwithftanding
the not giving Bond as aforefaid; and that the fame
Beulah is entitled to her Freedom under the faid Mann-
million againft the faid Caled Haines, and all claiming
under him ; and do order her the faid Beulah to be deli-
vered up from out of the Cuflody of the faid Efther Bar-
ber and others, in which flie hath teen illegally detained.

Term,

The STATE again/} JACOBUS VANHUYS*

On Habeas Corpus for Negro Will Claiming his Freedom*

Court having heard the Arguments of Cotinfel
JL on the Part of Negro Will,, and the Reafons affign-

ed for and a<rainfthis Freedom, and the Evidence in Sup-
port thereof: I t is ordered by the Court that the faid Ne-
gro Will be., and he is hereby diicharged and fet Free
from the faid Jacobus Vanhuys, on Motion of Mr Deare*

Kinfey, Ellas Boudinfct, and the Attorney General for
the Negro*

Sergeant, and Paterfon, for Defendant*

September Term, 1782*
(P- 3*-)

The STATE again/I EDMUND BAINBR.XX>GE«

On Habeas Corpus of Negro Nelly.

~jfT appearing to the Court, and the faid Edmund Bmm~
JL brifre conceding, that the faid Negro Nelly was for-
merly t le Property of Edmund Bainbridge, the elder^
of Maidenhead, deceafed, who let Ms Daughter Abigail^
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late the Wife of Thomas Biles, of Bucks County In Penn-
fyhania, deceafed, gave her when \ery young; that
many Years afterwards he made his Will and bequeathed
her to his faid Daughter Abigail, during the Life of Ms
faid Daughter, and to her Ifllic, and did further 01 tier,
that if flie fliould die childlefs, then the faid Negro Nel-
ly ftiould be fold, and the Money appropriated as menti-
oned in his faid Will; that the fold Abigail Biles who
furvived her Hufband and her Father, did by her Will
dated 30th April 1779, ^et forth and declare, that the
faid Negro Nelly had by her faid Father been prefented
to her on a Ne\v-Year?s Day, when flie was a Child, and
therefore, both from that Gift and from bringing her up^
flie had a better Right to difpofe of her than any other
Perfon, and did therein order and direct, that the faid
Negro Nelly fliould be manumitted and fet free, a thing
which fiiehad very much at Heart; that the f«id N e y o
Nelly refided in the State of Pennf^h mil at the Time
of the pafling of the Ad for the gradual Abolition of Sla-
very, 1 ft March, 1780, and uiuil die frit t?f Wntmberin
the fame Year, the Term and Period allowed and iKed
in the fiid Aft for regiftering Slaves iwt for fospe Time
afterwards ; that Hit was not rc o {ten d i*> the faid Ail
requires, and that flic is not withiii the iXtxptloas fpeci-
fied therein.

The Court having fully confidered the Prcmifcs, are
imanhnoujly of Opinion, That the Mamnniflion of the faid
Negro Nelly by the faid Abigail Biles, Daughter of the
aforefaid Edmund Bainbridge, is good in Law agunffc
all Perfons claiming under either of them r the faid Ed-
mund Bainbridge, having given her to his faid Daugh-
ter, when Hie the faid Negro Nelly was a Child, and his
faid Daughter having directed by her Will tint Hie I! cold
be manumitted; and further tliat the laid Xegro Kelly,
not having been regiftered as the above mentioned Aft of
the State of Pennfylvania requires, and therefore enti-
tled to Freedom In that State, is not by Law put in a
worfe Situation here; It is therefore rr£n£ 1 hat the
faid Negro Nelly be difcharged and f« at Liberty from
the faid Edmund Bainbridge. * On Motion of Mr- filer ri*
for Mr. Houfton*

B
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IN THE SAME TERM OF

September y 1782*
(p. 48-}

The STATE again/} LEWIS M e KNIGHT-

On Habeas Corpus to bring the Body of Negro Csefar

Tite.

H P H E Defendant having returned the Habeas Corpus,
JL and brought up the Body of the faid Negro C&far

Tite, It is ordered that the Defendant enter into Securi-
ty in the Sum of Two Hundred Pounds to bring up the
Body of the faid Negro Cxfar on the fecond Tuefday in
November next, and abide the Judgment of the Court
refpe&ing the faid Negro, and that in Cafe the faid Ne-
gro fhould be adjudged by this Court free, that the faid
Lewis M'Knight mall pay for the Service of the faid Ne-
gro from this Time.

Recognizance accordingly.

'September Term, 1782.

(P- 49')

The STATE againfl ENLOES PHILPOT*

O7HEREAS, it hath appeared to this Court, upon
V Y the Affidavit of Jack Tappen, that the Defendant

holds a certain Anthony Tappen in Bondage and Slave-
ry, without lawful Authority for the fame as the faid
Jack alledgeth : therefore, Ordered, on Motion of Mr-
-Leake for the faid Anthony, that a Writ of Habeas Cor-
pus ad faciendum fuhjiciendum et Recipiendum do HTue,
returnable to this Court at the next Term-
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November Terxn> 1782.

(P* $9*)

The STATE aganjllxwis Me KNIGHT.

On Habeas Corpus of Negro Cxfar T i t e

A GREEABLY to the Command of the within Writ ,
J \ I hive here In Court the Body of the vuditn men-
tioned Cxfar Tite, and do fey that the fa id Negro Tite
is my Property, being bought of Kenne* Hankmfon,
Efquire, for valuable Confideration, and he is not a free
Man - but I am willing and defirous to conteft that Pro-
perty'by a Jury of the Country, agreeably to the Laws
of this State, and pray that It may not be taken from
me without a Trial by Jury, &c

LEWIS N

IN THE SAME TERM OF

November 9 1782.

(p- 76.)

IN THE S/DIE CJUSE OF

The STATE againfl LEWIS M e KNIG6T-

IT appearing to the Court, that the falti JCegro Cxfar
Tite, brought up by Habeas Cwpust md now before

the Court, heretofore belonged to Orate Tuc , of the
County of Monmouth, who by her Lilt Will and Tcfta-
ment ordered that he |liould be free \%lwn Sic attained
the Age of Twenty-one Years, till which period he was
to ferve Thomas Leopard of the fait! County of Mon-
mouth ; that the faid Thomas Leonard joined the Eac-
my fome Time before the Expiration of flic f/ttl Service,
and the faid Negro C^far Tite %as fbltl it Public Ven-
due^ with other confifcated perfoaal Property of the faid
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Thomas Leonard, by the Commiffioners of forfeited Ef.
tates for the County of Monmouth, and bought by Da-
vid Fornian, Efq. who afterwards fold him to Kenneth
Hankinfon, Efq. and he to the faid Lewis M'Knight the
Defendant; that no Bond was given by the faid Grace
Tite, purfuant to the A<5t of Affembly, paHed in the
twelfth and thirteenth Years of the late Queen Ann ;
And that the faid Negro Casfar Tite is now above
Twenty-one Years old, to ivit, of the Age of about
Twenty-four or Twenty-five.

The Court having heard the Arguments of Counfel
on both fides, and fully confidered thereof, are unanimous-
ly of Opinion, That the faid Manumifllon is good in Law'
againfl all Perfons claiming under the faid Grace Tite,
notwithstanding "Bond was not given as aforefaid; and
do order, on Motion of Mr. Bloomfield for the Attorney-
General, that the Negro Ca?far Tite be difcharged and
fet at Liberty from the faid Lewis M'Knight.

September Term, 1783.

(p. 252. 270.)

MERCY HILL again/} WILLIAM LEDDELL.

On Habeas Corpus for Manuiritflton*

IT being alledged by the Counfel for the faid Mercy
Kill the Plaintiff, that Hie is the Daughter of a cer-

tain Jupiter Lee, a Negro Slave, heretofore belonging to
Samuel Lee of the Town of Swanfey in the Colony of
Maifachufetts Bay, now Commonwealth of Maffachu-
ietts, and Deliverence Kill, a free-born native Indian
Woman ; that in her Infancy ilie was put apprentice to
James Power of that Place, with whom, or his Affigns
The ierved many Years, and then laboured for her Liveli-
hood in different Places as other free Perfons ufually do;
that lonff afterwards ilxe was by fome Means fold as a
irLve, and by fundry Transfers and Saks came at length
into the PoiTellion of the Defendant William LeddelL
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The Court having heard the Teffimony, with lundry
Affidavits offered and read, to prove the Truth of the
foregoing Allegations, and having alfo heard the Argu-
ments of Counfel on both Sides, and maturely confi-
dered thereof, are unanlmoujly of Opinion, That the faid
Mercy Hill is entitled to her Freedom, and ought not to
be held in Slavery; and do accordingly adjudge and order
that the laid Mercy Hill be difcharged and £et at Liberty
from the faid William Leddell, on Motion of Mr. Mor-
ris in behalf of Mercy Hill.

IN TH£ SAME TERM OF

September,
(p. 286* 295*)

The STATE again/1 TIERCK TENBROECK*

On Habeas Corpus of Negro Philip for Manmniffion*

HRHE Court having fully confidered the Evidence,
A and the Arguments of Counfel in this Caufe, are

unanimoujly of Opinion, and do adjudge, that the faid
Negro Philip be difcharged and fet At Liberty from the
fold Tierck Tenbroeck* and alfo from John Vanhorne
of Rocky-Hill, in the County of Somerfet, who hath ap-
peared and claimed the faid Negro Philip, On Motion of
Mr. Pateifonforthe State.

May Term, 1784-
(P- 33-)

The STATE againfl ADRIAN POST*

On Habeas Corpus of Negro Charles ana Wife-

In November Term, 1781. (p. 467.)
* e hearing of this Cafe, the Court adjudged in

^ favor of the difcharge of the Negroes, and ordered
Defendant to deliver them to the Sheriff of Bergen.
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to remain in his Cuftody, until the further Order of the
Court.

And now, on Motion of Mr- Elias Boudinot for Ni-
cholas Covenhoven, Mailer of the idid Negroes, it is or-
dered by the Court, that the Sheriff of Bergen, do on
fervice of this Rule, deliver to the faid Nicholas Coven-
hoven, or his Order, the faid Negro Charles and Wife.

April Term, 1785.
(p. 300.)

The STATE againft BENJAMIN APPLEGATE.

On Habeas Corpus of Negro Peter Ridley, claiming to be

manumitted*

j faid Negro Peter being brought into Court by
JL Habeas Corpus, and it appearing to the Court on

TefHmony, that the laid Negro Peter is the Son of a
certain William Ridley, a free Negro and his Wife Di-
anna, a Negro Woman fometinie the Property of Dol-
lans Hegeman, and who became free before the Birth of
the faid Negro Peter, and that the faid Parents of the
faid Negro Peter have ever fince lived and been reputed
as free.

The Court are of Opinion and do adjudge, that the faid
Negro Peter was free-born, and is entitled to be difchar-
ged as a free Man ; and do order that he be difcharged
accordingly, on Motion of Mr. Paterfon for the State.
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May Term, 1785.
(P- 35*-)

The STATE again/I JOHN VANHORXE.

On Habeas Corpus of Negro Prime, claiming his Freedom*

Court in September Term, 1784. (p. 125.) on
JL return of the Hahcas Corpus, obliged Defendant

to enter into Recognizance with Security in /i4O*
conditioned for the Appearance of the faid Negro Prime
at the next Term, to abide &o and not depart &c-

November Term, 1784, (/>. 195O Recognizance continued*

April Term, 1785, (p. -299.) Argument poftponed, and
Recognizance continued.

And now (May Term, 1785J Moore Furman, Efquire,
Agent of forfeited Eftates for the County of Hunterdon,
having applied to the Court, and reprefented that the
State hath a Claim to the faid Negro Prime; it is order-
ed by the Court that tae faid Negro Prime be delivered
into the Cuflody of John Anderibn, Efquvlre, Sheriff of
Hunterdon, ui'til a l ua l of the Property can be had,
^nd until the further Order of the Court.

AFTERWARDS IN THE
Term of May, 1-786, (p. 128.)

Moore Furman, Efq. Agent of Forfeitures for the County
of Ilunterdon—agennft

John Eauhoufe, In Detinue*

This a&ion having been brought by Agreement of Par-
ties under the Direction of the Court, to try the Proper-
ty of a certain Negro Prime, and a Verdicl and Juda-
nient having paffed in favor of the Plamth1:, It is a\<fered
by the Court, on the Motion of Mr. Houfton for the
Plaintiff, that the faid Negro Prime now in the Cuflody
of the Sheriff of Hunterdon, agreeably to an Order of
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this Court of May Term laft, be delivered to the faid
Moore Furman, Efq. Agent of Forfeitures for the Coun-
ty of Hunterdon.*

November Term, 1785.
(p. 519 and 472-)

Negro GEORGE againft BARNT D E KLYN*

On Habeas Corpus and complaint of crtfel Treatment.

T H E hearing of this Caufe coming on, and the Evi-
JL dence being gone through, Mr. EHas Boudinot on

behalf of the Negro, prayed that Mr. De Klyn ihould o-
blige himfelfnot to fend the faid Negro George out of
the State, and the Court having considered thereof, re-
quired Mr. De Klyn fo to do, which he accordingly did
In open Court.

IN THE SAME TERM OF

November y 1785.
(P- 5*5-)

Negro QUAMINI againft WILLIAM LEDDEL, Efquire.

On Habeas Corpus for Manumiffion.

IT being aliedged on the Part of the faid Negro Oua-
mini, that feyeral Years ago. he belonged 'to Dr. Sa-

muel Tuthill, of Morris County, from whom he waspur-

# Note. The Lcgiflature by an A£l dated %i November,
1786, declaring themfdves cc to be dejirous of extending
the Blefflngs of'Liberty," generoujly manumitted Prime
from Slavery. He had been enlifted andferved in the Ar-
my in the late War*
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chafed by Captain Auguftine Bayles of the fame County,
that the faid Captain Bayles, divers Times in his Life-
time promifed the faid Negro Quamini, that if he would
be honeft, faithful, and induflrious, he never fhould ferve
any other Mafter, but fhould be free at his the faid Cap-
tain Bayles'sdeceafe; that the faid Captain Bayles on his
Death-Bed, confidering that his Wife would be &ft very
deftitute.of Help, directed that the faid Negro Quaipini
ihould continue in her Service during her Widowhood,
and that then he fliould be free; that the faid Captain
Bayles died in the Year 1781, of 1782, and that about
Two Years ago, Keziah Bayles his Widow intermarried
vcsh one Thomas Faircloth.

The Court having heard the Testimony for eftablifh-
ing the feveral Fads aforefaid, and having duly confider-
ed the fame, do order, on Motion of Mr- William Da
Hart, that the faid Negro Quamini be difcharged, and
fet at Liberty from the faid William Leddel, Efqaire*

May Term 17S7.
(P- 449 ;)

The STATE agalnji JACOB PHILLIPS-

On Habeas Corpus of Negro Obadiah Gale.

y I .^HE Court having heard the Evidence and Argument
JL of Counfelin this Caufe, do order that the laid Ja-

cob Phillips enter into Recognizance in the Sum of One
Hundred Pounds, conditioned, that the faid Jacob Phil-
lips on the Twenty-fixth Day of June next, liberate and
difcharge from his Service the faid Obadiah Gale, and the
Court do further adjudge and order, that on the Twen-
ty-fixth Day of June next, the faid Obadiah Gale fiiall
be fet at Liberty, and go thereof free without Day, and
that the faid Obediah Gale be in Cuftody of the Sheriff
of Hunterdon till the faid Twenty-fixth Day of June
next, unlefs the Recognizance is entered into by the faid

C
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Jacob Phillips before one of the Juftices of the Supreme
Court, on Motion of Mr. Ellas Boudinot.

September Term, 1787.

(p. 36,-39.)

The STATE again/I JOHN B- OLIVER and his Wife*

On Habeas Corpus of Negro Kate.
r TPHE Court after hearing the Arguments of Counfel,

J~ are of Opinion, that the faid John B. Oliver enter
Into Recognizance in Five Hundred Pounds, conditioned
that he do not fend or fuffer to be fent, the Negro Kate
mentioned in the faid Habeas Corpus, out of this State,
fill the Court ihall take further Order therein at the
next Term. Recognizance entered into accordingly by
the faid John B. Oliver.

The Attorney General and Elifha Boudinot for State*
Elias Boudinot and Aaron Ogden for Defendants-
Note, The Counfelfor the Defendants in this Cafe, cot

tended that they ought not to he co7?ipelled to anfvjer the A»
legation of Ahufe, hecaufe, as the Habeas Corpus, was in
< ommon form to bring the Body, and no Caufe in particular
aUcrlged, they could not be prefumed to come prepared to
an fiver any thing but the illegal Detainer of the Negro as a
Slave} and infijted that they ought not to he compelled to an-
fiver this until a fufficient Projecutor JJiould be indorfed on
the Habeas Corpus, and Security given for the Cofis .- All
tkh the Court <nvr ruled* The Counfelfor the Defendants
undertook that the Negro fkould not be ill-treated, and the
Jifpnte iv as afterwards fettled and the Court heard nothing
further of the Affair*
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September Term, 1788.
(P

The STATE agalnfl DANIEL TAYLOR, Junior.

Cn Habeas Corpus for the bringing up a Negro Man nmned
Harry-

n p H E Habeas Corpus being returned, the Court pro-
X ceeded to cqnfider the lame, and Counfel both in

favor of the Negro, and on behalf of the laid Daniel
Taylor, Jim. being heard ; // is ordered, that the faid
Negro Man be difcharged from being a Slave, and that
he ferve the faid Daniel Taylor, Jun- his Maftcr as a
Servant for the Space of Six Years, from the Firft Day
of September inftant, and that from thenceforward he be
entirely difcharged and free from Servitude.

April Term, 1789.
(P- 437-)

The STATE againft DAVID LYON*

On Habeas Corpus of Negro Margaret Reap, claiming her
Freedom*

UPON the hearing before the Court, it appeared,
that Zacheus May hew, of Maffachufetts, by Deed

of Gift, dated the firJt Day of March, 1750, did give a
certain Negro Girl called Flora, unto his Daiwhcer, Lu-
cy Little, then the Wife of Little—That the faid
Uicy Little afterwards being a Widow, aed having One
&on called William Little, intermarried in Maifcchufetts
with a Dr. Jofeph Eaton, who came from theme with
Aw Wife to Shrewiberry in Nev>-Jerfey, and at the fame
Time brought the faid Negro Flora with t h c m - T l u t

?he J,i ? M ° a y °J/l^> 175*, the faid Dr. Eaton fold
«* laid Negro Flora with a Child Jhe then had calkti
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Rofe, unto one John Worthley—That the faid John
Worthley by Bill of Sale, dated 27th September, 1753,
fold the faid Negro Flora to one John Williams—That
John Williams the 8th of May, 1754, fold the faid Negro
Flora to the aforefaid Dr. Eaton for the Sum of Sixty-
Pounds York-Money—That the faid Dr. Eaton upwards
of Twenty Years ago, and about Fiv̂ e Days after one
Jacob Dennis had purchafed the .aforefaid Negro Girl
Rofe, Daughter of the faid Flora, of the faid John
Worthley, he the faid Dr. Eaton informed the faid Jacob
Dennis, he was collecting thofe Negroes'for William
Little (his Son-in-Law)—that they fhould return to him
again as they belonged to him ; and at that Time and of-
ten afterwards declared that he was principled againft
Slavery, and that he never intended the faid Flora ihould
belong to his Eftate, nor ihould any of his Children be
benefited by having her as their Property—It alfo ap-
peared that the faid Lucy Eaton furvived her faid Huf-
band, the faid Dr. Eaton—Thatihortly after the Death
of the faid Dr. Eaton (to -wit, about Seventeen Years a-
go) one Thomas White applied to the faid Lucy Eaton to
purchafe and did purchafe at private Sale, a fmall Spin-
ning Wheel, which ihe then laid ihe had not any further
Ufe, for, as ihe had given Flora free who ufed to fpin on
the faid Wheel—That fmce that Time the faid Flora has
paifed for, and been efteemed a free Woman, and for a
confiderable Time worked about in the Neighborhood of
the laid Widow Eaton, and in the Houfe of the faid Wi-
dow, and for the Wife of John Eaton the eldefr. Son of
the faid Dr. Eaton, and always received her Wages as
well from the faid John Eaton's Wife, as the Neigh-
bours ; and the faid Widow Eaton herfelf promifed to
compenfate her therefor—And it further appeared that
whilft the faid Flora worked about for herfelf as afore-
faid, {he intermarried with a certain Jofeph Reap, a free
Negro, with whom the faid Flora has ever fmce lived
unmolefted and as a free4 Woman, and ftill continues fo
to live—That after the marriage of the faid Flora with
the faid Jofeph Reap, me had Two Children called Ly-
dia, and Margaret (the prefent Claimant), that thefe
Children lived with their faid Father and Mother, who
brought them up by their own Induftry without any Ex-
pence or Trouble to any other Perfon whatfoever, until
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Rofe, unto one John Worthley—That the faid John
Worthley by Bill of Sale, dated 27th September, 17 53,
fold the faid Negro Flora to one John Williams—That
John Williams the 8th of May, 1754, fold the faid Negro
Flora to the aforefaid Dr. Eaton for the Sum of Sixty-
Pounds York-Money—That the faid Dr. Eaton upwards
of Twenty Years ago, and about Five Days after one
Jacob Dennis had purchafed the ,aforefaid Negro Girl
Rofe, "Daughter of the faid Flora, of the faid John
Worthley, he the faid Dr. Eaton informed the faid Jacob
Dennis, he was collecting thofe Negroes" for William
Little (his Son-in~Law)—that they fhould return to him
again as they belonged to him ; and at that Time and of-
ten afterwards declared that he was principled againft
Slavery, and that he never intended the faid Flora mould
belong to his Effcate, nor ihould any of his Children be
benefited by having her as their Property—It alfo ap-
peared that the faid Lucy Eaton furvived her faid Huf-
band, the faid Dr. Eaton—Thatihortly after the Death
of the faid Dr. Eaton (to wit, about Seventeen Years a-
go) one Thomas White applied to the faid Lucy Eaton to
purchafe and did purchafe at private Sale, a fmall Spin-
ning Wheel, which ihe then laid ilie had not any further
Ufe. for, as ihe had given Flora free who ufed to fpin on
the faid Wheel—That fince that Time the faid Flora has
paifed for, and been efteemed a free Woman, and for a
confiderable Time worked about in the Neighborhood of
the faid Widow Eaton, and in the Houfe of the faid Wi-
dow, and for the Wife of John Eaton the eldeft Son of
the faid Dr. Eaton, and always received her Wages as
well from the faid John Eaton's Wife, as the Neigh-
bours ; and the faid Widow Eaton herfelf promifed to
compenfate her therefor—And it further appeared that
whilfl the faid Flora worked about for herfelf as afore-
faid, fhe intermarried with a certain Jofeph Reap, a free
Negro, with whom the faid Flora has ever fmce lived
unmolefted and as a free* Woman, and ftill continues fo
to live—That after the marriage of the faid Flora with
the faid Jofeph Reap, fhe had Two Children called Ly-
dia, and Margaret (the prefent Claimant), that thefe
Children lived with their faid Father and Mother, who
brought them up by their own Induftry without any Ex-
pence or Trouble to any other Perfon whatfoever, until
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laft Fall, when they were taken away from their faid
Parents without their Confent—That fince the faid ta-
king, it appears by a certain Inftrument of Writing, bear-
ing date the 8th Day of January>, 1789, executed under
the Hand and Seal of the aforeiaid William Little, (the
Son-in-Law of the faid Dr. Eaton, and for whom the
faid Dr. Eaton declared as aforefaid, he was collecting
the Negroes)—That the faid William Little hath manu-
mitted and fet at Liberty the faid Flora and her faid
Two Children, Lydia and Margaret j whereupon

The Court having confidered this ftate of Fads, and
the arguments of Counfel on both Sides thereupon, arc
of Opinion, That, permitting the faid Negro Woman Flo-
ra to remain at Liberty for fo long a Time, and to work
for herfelf, and having intermarried with the faid Jofeph
Reap a free Man, with whom ihe has ever fince lived as
a free Woman, is fuch Evidence of Freedom, both of the
faid Negro Woman Flora, and confequently of her Chil-
dren, as to entitle the faid Negro Margaret Reap to her
Difcharge ; and the Court do therefore accordingly or-
der the laid Negro Margaret Reap to be difcharged and
fet at Liberty from the laid David Lyon ; on Motion of
the Attorney General,

Bloomfieldy Attorney General, and R* Stockton for the
State —

I\L WiUiamfon} and Aaron Ogden for Defendant*

IN THE SAME TERM OF

April, 1789,
(p. 438.)

The STATE agatnfi JOHN LEIGHTON.

On Habeas Corpus of Negro Lydia Reap, returnable the
firft Day of this Term*

H P HE Court order an Attachment againfr the faid
r . J ° ^ n Leighton, for contempt in not returning the
laid Writ o f Habeas Corpus, agreeably to the Command
hereof, and for divers Expreflions made ufe of by him
1 ette&ing on the Authority of this Court and its procefs,
or* iMotion of Mr. Attorney-General.
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il Term, 1790.
(p. 42.)

The STATE again/? LEWIS PRALL and ROBERT R O S S
Admintjlrators of ISAAC PRALL, deceafcd.

On Habeas Corpus of Negro Thomas claiming Ms Freedom*

[Habeas Corpus returned and filed.]

RETURN,
<C \KJ^ ^ a V e t"ie -^ e g r o *m t^ie above Writ named, a t

V V the Day and Place as by the faid Writ we a r e
commanded, and ive do certify > that we as Adminiftra-
tors of all and fingular the Goods and Chattels, Rights
and Credits which were of Ifaac 'Prall, deceafed, took
Pofleffion of faid Negro as part of the perfonal Property*
of the faid Ifaac Prall, and that there is no other Caufe
of detaining him-

LEWIS PRALL, 7 A , . .A „
ROBERT ROSS, JUN. 5 Adimnifoators."

Upon the hearing in this Caufe, it appeared to the
Court that the laid Negro Thomas belonged to the faid
Ifaac Prall, deceafed—That the Intefbte, about Three
Years before his Death, and frequently afterwards, de-
clared that Tom fhould never have another Mafler—
That he had been a faithful Servant to him—That they
had been born under one Roof, that they had received
Suflenance from one Breaft, and had broke up the
Ground, and always lived together; and continued to
fhew great Affection and Regard for the Negro until
his kft Sicknefs, and during that Sicknefs whilft he had
his Scnfes—That in his Jaft Illnefs, on the Friday before
he d ed, he requefted a Perfon might be fent for to make
his Will, at which Time his Sifter being prefent, (he
afked him what he intended to do with his Negroes, he
replied they ihould all be fold but Tom, and he fhould
be free ; which Declaration he alfo made the fame Day
to feveral others, with this, further, that Tom fhould
not fcrve any other Mafter—The Perfon fent for t o
write his Will, did not come 'till the next Day, when
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May Term, 1790,

(p. B5.J

The STATE agalnfl TOBIAS HENDRICKSON.

On Habeas Corpus of Negro Jack claiming his Freedom*
H p H E Court having confidered this Cafe under all its
JL Circumftances, and it appearing that John Coward

the former Matter, under whom Tobias Hendrickfon
claims Title to the Negro, antecedent to the Year 1785,
a&ually entered into an Agreement with Jack for his
Freedom, the Terms of which have been fully complied
with ; The Court are therefore of Opinion, and do order,
the faid Negro Jack to be liberated from the Cuftody of
the faid Tobias Hendrickfon—But as John Coward the
former Matter is not before the Court, and of Courfe not
heardj and his Intereft may be materially concerned, this
Judgment for the Liberation of the faid Jack is not to af-
fect any prefent or future Claim of the faid JohaCoward*

September Term, 1790.
(p. 119.)

The STATE again/} JOHN ' WARE.

On Habeas Corpus of Negro Jethro (Son of Charity Brtggs)
claiming his Freedom^

appearing to the Court that the faid Negro Jethro
was born on the eighth Day of September, 1768, in

e County of Cape-May in this State ; that his Mother
Charity Briggs a (Mulatto Woman) was free at the
Time of his Birth—That the faid Charity was by Inden-
ture bound by the Juftices and Overfeers of the Poor of
the Lower PrecincT: of Cape-May to one Nathaniel Fo-
tter, in order to bear the Expences of her having had
the Small-Pox—That in the laid Year of 1768, the faid
Charity was purchafed by a certain John Connel, ihe
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May Term, 1790.

(P. 85.J

The STATE againjl TOBIAS HENDRICKSON-

On Habeas Corpus of Negro Jack claiming his Freedom*
r I'^HE Court having confidered this Cafe under all its

JL Circumftances, and it appearing that John Coward
the former Matter, under whom Tobias Hendrickfon
claims Title to the Negro, antecedent to the Year 1785,
actually entered into an Agreement with Jack for his
Freedom, the Terms of which Have been fully complied
with ; The Court are therefore of Opinion, and do order,
the faid Negro Jack to be liberated from the Cuttody of
the faid Tobias Hendrickfon—But as John Coward the
former Matter is not before the Court, and of Courfe not
heard, and his Interett may be materially concerned, this
Judgment for the Liberation of the faid Jack is not to af-
fect any prefent or futuie Claim of the faid John Cowards

September Term, 1790.
(P. 119.)

The STATE again/} JOHN WARE*

On Habeas Corpus of Negro Jethro (Son of Charity BriggsJ
claiming Ms Freedom*

IT appearing to the Court that the faid Negro Jethro
was born on the eighth Day of September, 1768, in

the County of Cape-May in this State ; that his Mother
Charity Briggs a (Mulatto Woman) was free at the
Time of his Birth—That the faid Charity was by Inden-
ture bound by the Juftices and Overfeers of the Poor of
the Lower Precind of Cape-May to one Nathaniel F~
fter, in order to bear the Expences of her having h
the Small-Pox—That in the faid Year of 1768, the ft
Charity was purchafed by a certain John Connel,
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then having the faid Jethro an Infant at her Bread—
That afterwards the Time of Service of the faidCharity
•was fold by Connel to Captain Jonathan Jenkins, and
that fhe the faid Charity took Jber faid Son with her-—
That the faid Jethro her Son, was brought up by Jen-
kins until he was fit For Bufmefs, and then was fold unto
Chriftopher Learning of the faid County of Cape-May,
Avho kept the faid Jethro a number pf \ ears, and within
Two Years laft paft fold the faid Jethro unto John Ware
of Cumberland, the Defendant now in Court, for the
Term of Twelve Years and E'ght Months, and by Bill
of Sale engaged to warrant the Service of the faid Ne-
gro Jethro for the faid Term.

And the Court having taken the faid Cafe into Confi-
deration, are tmanlmoujly of Opinion, That the faid Jethro
being the Son of a free Woman, and of the Age of
Twenty-one Years, is now entitled to his Freedom, and
do therefore adjudge, that the faid Negro Jethro (other-
vife called Jethro Briggs) be diicharged from the Cufto-
y of the faid John *Ware, on the Motion of Jofeph
>loomiield, Attorney General.

IN TEE SAME TERM OF
September > 1790.

(p. 141.)
The STATE agamfi JAMES ANDERSON.

*ln Habeas Corpus of Negro Silas claiming his Freedom*

burnable Saturday nth September, and returned accord-
ingly*

he Defendant appears with the Negro, to do and re-
ceive, &o purfuant to Recognizance.

H H K E Cafe flated by Couufel for, the Opinion of the
A Court is as follows,

That on the fourth Day of December, 1761, John
Hor^field was entitled to TVo Negro Girls, named Betty
and Nelly as Slaves ; and on the faid fourth Day of De-
< ember by his laft Will and Teftament, (then dated) made
the following Devife, " Item, my Two Negro Girls na-
il med Betty and Nelly, I leave to be fold by my Exe-
| | cutors, hereafter named, for the Term of Fifteen
' Years, and at the end of that Time to be free, and

D
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<< the Money arifmg thereby, to be equally divided a-
" niongft my Four youngeft Daughters, and they that buy
'< the laid Negro Girls, if the faid Girls or either of them

Milbehave, or become chargeable, it muft be at the
" Kifque or Coft of the Buyer.57 That the faid Execu-
tors fold the faid Negro Girls to one Covenhoven, who
fold them to the preient Defendant Anderfon, for the
Term mentioned in the Will—1 hat Betty had a Child
(the Negro Silas) now of full Age, which Child was not
born in Matrimony.

The Court having confidered the above State of Facts,
are are imanimoufly of Opinion, That on the Death of
John Horsfield the Teftator, Betty ceafed to be a Slave,
that fhe ceafing to be a Slave, no Child born of her Body
can be deemed fo by the Birth of fuch Child during the
Fifteen Years, and that the Claim of James Anderfdti to
hold the faid Negro Silas as a Slave, is not warranted by
Law : Wherefore it is ordered, That the fame Silas be li-
berated from the illegal Detention of the fame James
Anderfon, and he is hereby liberated accordingly, ex mo-
tzeme ]• Bloomfield, Attorney-General.

The Attorney-General, Fijher, Howell and Todd for the
negro—R. Stockton and Ft tlhighnyfen for defendant.

N O T E -

Chief Jitftice Kinfey, in giving the Opinion of the Court faid
BY the words of the Will taken together, It appear

that the Teftator intended to increafe the Daughters
Portions, to effect this Purpofe, he ordered the Mothe
of the Negro now before the Court, and another, to b<
fold by his Executors for the Term of Fifteen Years
and every Conftru&ion which will not detraa from thi
Intention mould be made in a Cafe of this Nature—It i
alfo evident that the Teftator forefeeing probably, tha
fome Means might, after his Death, be made ufe of to
fruftrate his benevolent Defign, took care to guard againft
it, by ordering that whoever mould purchaie thefe Ne-
groes, the Purchafers fhould run all Rifques, and>be at
all the Expence which ihould arife from their Miibehavi-
our the moil probable Grounds on which that Attempt
might be made—The Chief Juftke was of Opinion, that
thefe words take in the Fad which has happened, and
the Purchafer ought not to avail himfelf o§ it by making
a Slave of the Child—
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IN THE SAME TERM OF
September, 1790.

(p. 120.)
The STAT£ agalnfi JOSHUA FARLEY.

/ ^ R D E R E D , that a Habeas Corpus do iflue, directed
\_J to the laid Jofliua Farley for the Body of Negro

He thought this might be fufficient to fay on the prefent
Occafion, but he would go further, and fay that in his Opi-
nion,at the Death of theTeftator, the two Negro Women
w ere not Slaves, no body at that Time had that abfolnte
Property in either, which diffinguilhes the Slave from
•what we call a Servant, and the Retention of the texnpo-
i ary Interefc excludes that Suppofltion intirely—- The Ar-
gument made ufe of by the Counfel for the Claimant, from
the Word Jell, might have had fome Weight if it had not
been coupled with and explained by the pirticular Time to
v, Inch it applies, but talxn together, It is of no kind of
Coiifequence, neither could lie give his aGent to the Idea
fuggeiled that both were Slaves until the Expiration of

ic Fifteen Years ; Indeed the thought lit his Opinion
i>>ubfurd, for he had no other Idea of a SU\e but
lure, the Servitude is perpetual, or in other Wonls for

iJfe.—Neither did he fee the Impropriety of fuppofing,
that the Right to Freedom fubject to the Temporary fer-
\ 1 tude, might veil in the Negro at the Death of the Tefta-
tor—If this be fo, and if the Mifbeha viour of the Mothers
were not to affect themfelves, he could not bring himfelf
to entertain an Opinion that it ihould affe<S their innocent
offspring and make them Slaves; all that Anderfon bought
w as the Service of the Mother for a Term of Years, and
that too fubject to all Rifques : As the Party buying, had
nothing elfe in Contemplation, no Construction can be
unjuft which gives that Right in the fulleft extent to him,
and if he fuffers by his Bargain, it is no more than he un-
dertook to fubject himfelf to, and a Conftruftion of this
Xatore appeared much more Rational than one which
iubjects a. human Creature to be a Slave for no Fault of
his o\\ n* For thefe Reafons the Court were unaniinotif-
ly of Opinion that the Claim of James Anderfon is un-
founded and the Negro Buy fliould be liberated from his
Cuftody.
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Jofeph here on the firft Day of the next Term,, ex me.
Unn*

November Term, 1790.
(P-

The STATE again/I- JOSHUA FARLE\.
On Habeas Corpus of Negro Joe claiming his Freedom*

O p H E faid Jofhua Farley having returned that the
X faid Negro Joe in the Writ named, before the com-

ing of the laid Writ, was and ftill is, the Negro Slave
of him the faid Jofhua Farley, and that he had, and •ftill
hath Right and Title to hold the laid Joe a Slave during
Life ; and thereof tendered an Iffue to the Country, and
prayed the Court that the faid lflue fo tendered might be
tried by a Jury of his Country ; whereupon, The Court
having hjcurd Coxmfcl, and taking the Matter into Con-
ixderution, are of Opinion that a Jury in this Cafe is im-
proper, and therefore do refufe the fame.

The Evidence both for and againft the Claim of the
faid Negro Joe to be fet at Liberty, being fully heard,
mvi Cnunfei thereupon on both fides.

The Court do adjudge that the faid Negro Joe is ille-
gally detained in the Cuftody of the faid JoiJ.ua Farley,
•md therefore do order him to be difcharged irom the faid
Cuftody and illegal Detention of him the faid Joihua Far-
ley, on the Motion of Eli/ha Boudinot.

May Term, 1791.
(p. 243.)

The STATE ngmnfi JOSEPH BEAVERS, JOHN CLIFFORD,
</»*/JOHN "MARTIN, Adminiflrators of EDWARD

CLIFFORD, deceafed*
On Habeas Corpus mi/itbjkkndwn, for the Liberation of

JSffgto Abraham Solomons, and Negro Dolly his Wife*

The JfHtttcy-G^wral, Eliflia Boudinot, and Linn, Court-
fil/or the 'Negroes Leaks and Richard Stockton, Coun-
felf*r thefatd sldmintftrators*

r T ^ H E Defendants having returned the Bodies with the
X Canfe &<N " That they are the Negro Slaves of



C A S E S, &c.

« the faid Defendants of the Eftate of their Inteftate,
u and that they have Right to hold them as fuch, during
ls Life/' and thereof having tendered an Iffue to the
Country, and prayed that the fame might be tried by a
Jury of the Country.

The Court confidering that this Point was fully argu-
ed and determined by them in the Cafe of the State a-
gainft Jofliua Farley, November Term laft, do refufe to
hear any Argument thereupon, and do direS that the
Caufe be opened and heard before the Court In the ufual
Manner; whereupon,

The Court having heard the Return filed and Evi-
dence and Allegations of the Parties, do order, on Motion
pf Mr. Leake, Attorney for the faid Adminiftfators/that
the faid Abraham and DoIIey be remanded into the Cuf-
tody of the faid Adminiftrators.

IN THE SAME TERM OF

May, 1 7 9 1 . (P-

The STATE agahift ABRAHAM PROBASCO*

On Habeas Corpus of Negro Hagar, Wife 0/ Cornelius
Wilfon, and Cornelius, Lydia and Anna thtir Children,
praying their Freedom, detained by the Defendant
chiming their Service for Life*

[Habeas Corpus returned this Term and filed.]
r"jpHE Court having fully Beard the Allegations and
JL Proofs of all Parties, and the Arguments of Coun-

fe! thereon ; it appeared to the Court, that the faid, Ne-
groes brought up on the 'faid Writ, were in the Year
1776, the Slaves of William Winds, Efq. of the County
of Morris ;—That the* faid William Winds, in confidera-
tion of the good Behaviour of the faid Negro Cornelius
v\ llfon the Father, in the faid Year 1776, did manumit
and let free the laid Cornelius, his Wife Hagar, and ail
the faid Children—That the faid Cornelius and his Fa-
^ iy built a Houfe on the Lands of the faid William
H mds by his Affiftance, and with his Periniffion, and II-
^d thereon as Free Citizens for the Term of 1 hrcc
*ears, when the faid Cornelius Wilfon and Wife were
taken fick ; on which the faid William Winds removed
mem to a Houfe Air his own, and took care of them till
wey recovered, when lie employed them and paid them
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Wages for their Labor as free Perfons; That the faid
"William Winds, fearing they might become a burthen
©n his Eftate, urged them to obtain fecurity to indemni-
fy him from any Expence in Cafe of their becoming a
Charge—That thereupon the faid William Winds gave
to the faid Negro Cornelus Wilfon a Pafs to go into the
County of Monmouth to obtain fuch Security—That the
faid Cornelius accordingly went to the faid County of
Monmouth, and agreed with Abraham Probafco the De-
fendant, that in Confideration of his becoming Security
to the faid William Winds, he and his Family would ferve
him Five Years—That the faid Abraham Probafco in
Confequence thereof, came to the faid William Winds
and agreed with him accordingly, and in order to fecure
the faid William Winds, the faid Abraham Probafco pro-
pofed, that the faid William Winds ihouid give to the faid
Abraham a Bill of Sale for the laid Negroes, and at the
end of Five Years, the faid Abraham would releafe the
faid Negroes and fet them free : That a Bill of Sale for
the Coniideratiori of Five Shillings, without any Conditi-
on or Refervation was drawn up accordingly by the faid
Abraham, and executed by the faid William, and a Re-
ceipt given by the faid Abraham to the laid William
therefor, calling it a Deed of Gift—That at the Execu-
tion of the faid Instrument or Bill of Sale, the faid Wil-
liam Winds mentioned his Fear leaft the faid Abraham
Ihouid claim the faid Negroes as Slaves by virtue of the
faid Bill of Sale, when he and the Witneffes fhould be
dead, and declared that altho? he could get Two Hun-
dred Pounds for the faid Negroes, yet he had given the
faid Bill of Sale for Five Shillings in order that they
might be free—That the faid Negroes have faithfully
ferved the faid Abraham for more than Six Years under
the faid Agreement, and are ftill detained by the faid A-
braham who claims their Service for Life by Virtue of
the faid Bill of Sale.

The Court therefore having maturely confidered the
Premifes, are unanlmoujly of Opinion; That the faid̂  Ne-
groes and every of them, be difcharged from the Cufto-
dy of the faid Abraham Probafco as free Citizens, and
they are hereby difcharged accordingly, on Motion <
Mr. Attorney-General, Bloomfield.

The Attorney General, and j?. Stockton for the Negroc.
fCirkpatrlch for Defendant*
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September Term, 1792.
(p. 471-)

The STATE againft WILLIAM LAIRD.

On Habeas Corpus of Negro Rachel claiming her Freedom*
{The Writ returned and fled.]

HjHHE Court taking into Consideration this Cafe, and
Jt it appearing to depend on the Decifion, in the Cafe

of the State againft James Anderfon, on the Habeas Cor-
pus of Negro Silas, September Term, 1790, ordered, That
the faid Negro Rachel be difcharged and entirely libera-
ted from the Cuftody of the faid William Laird, on the
Motion of the Attorney- General.

April Term, 1793.
The STATE againft BENJAMIN COVENHOVEN.

On Habeas Corpus of Negro Agnus, claiming^ her Freedom*
{The Writ returned and filed*'}

^TT^HE Court having confidered this Cafe, and it ap-
JL pearing that the fame depends on the Decifions in
ic Cafe of the State againft James Anderfon, on the Ha~
:as Corpus of Negro Silas, September Term, 1790, or-
ered that the faid Negro Agnus be. difcharged, and en-
irely liberated from the Cuftody of the faid Benjamin
Jovenhoven, on Motion of the Attorney-General.

May Term, 1793.
"he STATE againft JAMES PITNEY of the County of Morris^

n Habeas Corpus of Negro James, a Boy about Thirteen
Tears of slge, claiming his Freedom*

TT^HE Cafe upon the Habeas Corpus and-Return, com-
-2- ing before the Court appeared to be as follows,
Jaiper Smith of the Townlhip of Maidenhead, in the

County of Hunterdon, by Will bearing Date the 29th
®zy of November, 1769, (amongft others) made the fol-
lowing Devife, €€ And as for all my Negroes, Jack, old
i( Juddy, and young Juddy, with all her Children, and

with all their Cloaths, Chefts, Beds, and Bedding, af-
ter my Deceafe, I do hereby order that they are all



3* ) C A S E - SKke%

by me for ever freed from all Servitude from me or
€< any of mine, and from all others whatfoever at my

Deceafe, and that they may go and work for their
<e Living with whomfoever they pleafe"—1 hat the'faid
Jafper Smith afterwards died—That notwithstanding the
faid Will, the faid Negroes, and in particular the faid
young Juddy were detained by Jofhua Smith, Son of the
faid Jafper, and on.e of the Devifees named in the faid
Will, that during fuch Detention and before the Death
of the faid Jofhua, the Negro James in the prefent Ha-
beas Corpus named, was born of the Body of the faid
Juddy—That the faid Joftiua Smith died, leaving Kezi-
ah Smith and John Biles his Executors, and the laid Ne-
gro Juddy and her Son James in their Poffeffion—That
on the 9th Day of March, 1790, the faid Keziah Smith
and John Biles, as Executors of the faid Jofhua Smith,
by Bill of Sale of that Date, K conveyed the faid Negro
James to James Pitney the Defendant in the Habeas
Corpus named ; but that no Bond or other Security
whatfoever was given by the faid Jafper Smith, the Maf-
ter of the faid young Juddy and Teftator in the Will a-
feove named, purfuant to the Act of Affembly pailed 16th
November, 1769 ; whereupon,

The Court having taken due Consideration, arcimani-
moujly of Opinion, That the faid Negro Juddy the Mo-
ther of the faid James, was a free Woman by the Will of
the faid Jafper Smith, the want of Security purfuant to
the faid Ad of AiTembly notwithftanding, and that con-
fequently the faid James her Son is entitled to his Free-
dom, and do therefore order, that the faid James be dif-
charged from the illegal Detention of the faid James Pit-
ney, and he is difcharged accordingly, on the Motion of
Mr. Bloomfield for the State.

F I N I S .

E R R A T A .
Page 5, line 4, dele of the State.
Page 8, after line 7, read Ktnfey, Elias Boudinot, an

Skinner Attorney-General, foj the Negro*
Sergeant and Paterfon for Defendant.

Same page, after line 16, dele the names .of Co*
Page 15, line 24, for Eauhoufe read Vankorne*


